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UBERSICHT AS OVERSIGHT:

PROBLEMS IN WITTGENSTEIN.S LATER PHILOSOPHY

Andrew Beards

Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Ca lga ry

In t ! ' ro important  ar t ic les Hugo Meynel l  has examined as-

pec t s  o f  W i t t gens te i n ' s  l a t e r  ph i l osophy  i n  t he  ) . i gh t  o f  Lone r -

gan ' s  gene ra l i zed  emp i r i ca l  me thod . r  Meyne l l  conc ludes  t ha t

one  may  see  i n  Lone rgan ' s  wo rk  a  syn thes i s  o f  t he  an t i t he t i ca l

s t ages  i n  W i t t gens te i n ' s  deve lopmen t  r ep resen ted  by  t he  T rac -

La tus ,  on  t he  one  hand ,  and  t he  Ph i l osoph i ca l  I nves t i qa t i ons '

on  t he  o the r .  Th i s  Lone rgan ian  syn thes i s ,  Meyne l l  sug fqes t s ,

does  j us t i ce  bo th  t o  t he  T rac ta r l an  conce rn  w i t h  t he  way  l an -

guage  "hooks  on to  t he  wo r l d " ,  and  t o  t he  l a t e r  w i t t gens te i n i an

preoccupat ion wi th forms of  human meaning unconcerned wi th

a  me taphys i ca l  accoun t  o f  r ea l i t y .  Fu r t he r ,  t he  way  Lone rgan

hand les  t he  t op i c  o f  ob jec t i ve  know ledge  s tands  ou t s i de  t he

se l f - des t ruc t i ve  s t r a tegy  o f  t he  T rac ta tus .

Lone rgan  h imse l f  d i d  no t  w r i t e  a t  g rea t  J -eng th  on  t he

re l a t i on  be tween  h i s  t hough t  and  t ha t  o f  t he  t r ad i t i on  o f

I i ngu i s t i c  ana l ys i s .  Apa r t  f r om  a  number  o f  s i gn i f i can t  a I I u -

s i o n s  t o  I i n g u i s t j - c  a n a l y s i s  i n  e s s a y s .  p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  1 9 6 5 , 2

Lone rgan ' s  ma in  s ta temen t  on  t he  ques t i on  i s  t o  be  f ound  i n

t he  sec t i on  on  D ia l ec t i c  i n  Me thod  i n  Theo loqy .3

The  k i nd  o f  ana l ys i s  env i saged  by  Lone rgan ,  i n  Me thod

in  Theo loqy ,  wou ld  be  one  wh i ch  re j ec ted  t he  me thodo log i ca l

en te rp r i se  as  so  much  " l anguage  gone  on  hoJ - i day " ,  as  a  de fo r r : ' . a -

t i on  o f  ou r  eve ryday  l anguage  wh i ch  a l one  i s  mean ing fu l .  Lone r -

gan ' s  susp i c i on  i s  t ha t  ana l ys t s  d i sm iss  men ta l  ac t s  as  occuL t

en t i t i e s  because  o f  t he  repea ted  f a i l u re  o f  many  ph i l osophe rs

to  success fu l l y  f o rmu la te  and  answer  t he  gues t i ons  i nvo l ved .

Hov reve r ,  he  i den t i f i e s  t he  f undamen ta l  ove rs i gh t  i n  such  a

pos i t i on  as  t he  i nab i l i t y  t o  d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  l anguage

exp ress ing  o r i g i na l  i n s i gh t s  and  l anguage  wh i ch  exp resses

insights which have become common property.  So,  at  one t ime,

exp ress ions  such  as  ' neu ro t i c '  o r  ' i n f e r i o r i t y  comp lex t  we re

rese rved  f o r  t he  f ew  i n i t i a t ed  i n t o  t he  mys te r i es  o f  F reud

and Jung. But  later  such terminology entered into the fabr ic

o f  t he  eve ryday  l anguages  o f  wes te rn  cu l t u re .  And ,  pe rhaps ,

one  can  rd i t ness  such ,  p rev i ous l y  r econd i t e ,  exp ress ions  as
' quan tum l eap '  f o l l ow ing  su i t .  Fo r  Lone rgan ,  t hen ,  t he  con fu -

s i on  o f  o r i g i na ry  w i t h  o rd i na ry  exp ress ion  a l l ows  one  t he

1
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op t i on  o f  p roc l a im ing  I anguage  t ha t  i s  no t  o rd i na ry  I anguage

m e a n i n g L e s s .

G i ven  Lone rgan ' s  r emarks ,  i n  Me thod  i n  Theo loqy ,  and

M e y n e l l ' s  w o r k  o f  c r i t i c a l  c o m p a r i s o n ,  m a y  w e  n o t  f u r t h e r

i nqu i . r e  as  t o  whe the r  W i t t gens te i n ' s  l a t e r  v ro r k  man i f es t s

a  number  o f  i ncons i s t enc ies  wh i ch  rende r  i t ,  t o  a  l a rge  ex ten t ,

s e L f - d e s t r u c t i v e .  I n  t e r m s  f a m i l - i a r  f r o m  f n s i q h t ,  w h a t  a r e

the  pos i t i ons ,  wh i ch  i nv i t e  deve lopmen t ,  and  t he  coun te r -pos i -

t i o n s ,  w h i c h  i n v i t e  r e v e r s a J , ,  i n  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  L a t e r  w o r k ?

As  rega rds  wha t  may  be  seen  as  pos i t i ve  i n  t he  La te r

W i t t g e n s t e i n ,  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  L o n e r g a n ' s  m e t h o d ,  w e

m a y  n o t e  t h a t  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  t h r o w  I i g h t  o n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y

o f  human  exp ress ions  o f  mean ing  t h rough  t he  use  o f  p ragma t i cs

and  l i ngu i s t i c s  can  on l y  be  we l come .  Lone rgan  no tes  t he  spec i -

f i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  l i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  h a s  m a d e  t o  t h e  c l a r i f i c a -

t i o n  o f ,  w h a t  h e  t e r m s ,  c o n s t i t u t i v e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  m e a n i n g

I i n g u i s t i c a l l y  e x p r e s s e d . u  F u r t h e r ,  i n  t h e  a l l u s i o n s  t o  I r n -

g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  e s s a y s ,  L o n e r g a n

endo rses  t he  i ns i s t ence  o f  t he  ana l ys t  t ha t  t e rms  be  unde rs tood

f r o m  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e i r  u s e .  T h u s ,  i n  " T h e  O r j - g i n s  o f  C h r i s -

t i an  Rea l i sm"  Lone rgan  asse r t s  t ha t  F r .  Schoonenbe rg  has  f a i l ed

t o  l e a r n  t h e  a n a l y s t ' s  I e s s o n  i n s o f a r  a s  h e  i s  i n s u f f i c j - e n t I y

a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  C h a l c e d o n , s  u s e  o f

t h e  t e r m s  ' p e r s o n '  
,  

I n a t u r e '  a n d  ' h y p o s t a s i s ' .  s

B road l y  speak ing  one  can  say  t ha t  Lone rgan  i s  i n  ag reemen t

w i t h  t he  eva l - ua t i on  o f  W i t t gens te i n ' s  l - a t e r  wo rk  g i ven  by

con t i nen ta l  ph i l osophe rs  such  as  H .  c .  Gadamer ,  J .  Habe rmas

and  K .  O .  Ape l - -  These  w r i t e r s  we l - come  Wi t t gens te j . n ' s  r epud i - a -

t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v i s t  i d e a l  o f  t h e  ' r e f o r m '  o f  o r d i n a r y  l a n -
guage  i n  t he  name  o f  some  Iog i ca l  me ta - l anguage ,  f o r  wh i ch

t h e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  r i g o r  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s  i s  p a r a d i g _

ma t j - c .  Gadamer ,  Habe rmas  and  Ape l -  f ee l  ve r y  much  a t  home  w i t h

t h e  l a t e r  W i t t g e n s t e i . n ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  o n  t h e  s o c i a l  d i m e n s i o n s

o f  l i ngu i s t i c  mean ing .  The  phenomeno logy  o f  va r j . ous  mean ing fu l

h u m a n  a c t i v i t i e s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  p h i l - o s o p h i c a L r n v e s t i q a t i o n s

may  be  seen  as  comp lemen t i ng  s im i l a r  ana l yses  p rov j - ded  by

Gadamer  and  by  Lone rgan  - -  t he  va r i ous  , ' pa t t e rns  
o f  expe r i ence , ,

o f  I ns i qh t  and  t he  ana l - yses  o f f e red  i n  chap te r  t h ree  o f  Me thod

i n T h e o l o q v .

Howeve r ,  i f  ph i - I osophe rs  1 j , ke  Gadamer  and  Habe rmas  p ra i se

t h e  l a t e r  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  d i m e n s r o n s

o f  m e a n i n g  t h e y  a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c r i t i c a l  o f  W i t t q e n s t e i n , s
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work  as  i nsu f f i c i en t l y  sens i t i ve  t o  t he  h i s t o r i ca l  na tu re

o f  l anguage .  Pe te r  l { i n ch  has  a rgued  t ha t  a  bas i c  un i t y  can

be  d i sce rned  i n  W i t t gens te i n r s  wo rk  i n  t e rms  o f  h i s  sea rch

fo r  t he  ' I og i ca l  
space '  o f  t he  p ropos i t i on .  The  se l f - imposed

inab i l i t y  o f  t he  T rac ta tus  t o  speak  o f  s t a temen ts  wh i ch  a re

l o g i c a I I y  f i r s t ,  l e d ,  i n  W i n c h ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t o  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s

l a t e r  ana l ys i s  o f  t he  way  t he  p ropos i t i on  i s  g rounded  i n  t he

everyday work ' ings of  ordinary language.6 I f  th is be an appro-

p r i a t e  way  o f  desc r i b i ng  W i t t gens te i n r s  deve lopmen t  t hen  one

wou ld  say  t ha t ,  f o r  Gadane r  and  Habe rmas ,  W i t t gens te i n  f a i l ed

to  f u l l y  app rec ia te  t ha t  t he  ' J -og i ca l  
space '  o f  t he  p ropos i t i on

i s  no t  on l y  soc ia l -  bu t  h i s t o r i ca l .  N .  G ie r  has  d rawn  a t t en t i on

to  a  number  o f  t ex t s  wh i ch  demons t ra te  W i t t gens te i n , s  app rec i . a -

t i on  o f  t he  h i s t o r i ca l  na tu re  o f  J_anguage -games  and  f o rms

o f  1 i f e r7  bu t  i t  can  ha rd l y  be  conc luded  f r o rn  G ie r ' s  ev i dence

tha t  t h i s  app rec ia t i on  r r as  ve ry  deve loped . s

S u c h  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  w o r k  i s  n o t  s i m p l y

a  ma t t e r  o f  say j . ng  t ha t  i t  wou ld  have  been  n i ce  o f  h im  t o

men t i on  h i s t o r y .  Ra the r ,  Gadamer  and  Habe rmas  be l i eve  t ha t

w i t t gens te i n  f a i r s  t o  obse rve  t he  essen t i a l  h i s t o r i ca r  f r u i d i t y

and  t r ans fo rmab i l i t y  o f  l anguage .s  Fo r  Gadamer  t he  possess ion

of  a language i -mpl ies an opening to the meanings expressed

i n  a l I  l a n g u a g e s ,  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l .  W i t t g e n s t e i n , s  p o s i t i o n ,

that  no one language-game provides a vantage point  f ron whj .ch

to  j udge  ano the r ,  wou ld  seem to  imp l y ,  howeve r ,  t ha t  t he re

i s  no  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  he rmeneu t i c  o f  " r ecove ry  and  susp i c i on , ' .

I ndeed ,  i f  W .  Sha r rock  and  R .  Ande rson  a re  co r rec t  i n  t he i r

a n a l y s i s  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n r r 0  W i t t g e n s t e i n  i m p l i e s  t h a t  w h e t h e r

one  l anguage -game  o r  cu l t u re  i s  abLe  t o  unde rs tand  ano the r
w i l l -  be  a  ma t t e r  dec ided  i n  t he  pa r t i cu l a r  case  ano the r

human  cu l t u re  m igh t  j us t  t u rn  ou t  t o  be  un in te l l i g i b l e .  un r i ke

Gadamer ,  who  i ns i s t s  t ha t  a  " f us i on  o f  ho r i zons ' ,  i s  a lways
to  be  an t i c i pa ted ,  w i t t gens te i n  a l l ows  o f  no  t r anscenden ta l

norns whereby one language-game part ic ipant  coul"d ant i .c ipaLe

the  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t . y  o f  an  a l i en  l anguage -game .  No r ,  on  W i t t gen_

s te i n ' s  accoun t ,  cou ld  one  eva lua te  t he  mora l  wo r t h  o f  an
a l i en  cu l , t u re  i n  t e rms  o f  i t s  p romo t i on  o f  f r eedom,  so l i da r i t y

and  f r i end l y  d j . a l ogue ,  as  Gadamer  sugges t s  one  can  and  shou ld . r r

whe the r  w i t t gens te i n  i s  en t i r eJ - y  cons i s t en t  o r  cohe ren t

i n  h i s  d i scuss i - on  o f  ma t t e r s  he rmeneu t i ca l  i s  a  ques t i on  wh i ch
I  w i sh  t o  r a i se  i n  t h i s  a r t j . c l - e .  Howeve r ,  be fo re  t u rn i ng  t o
tha t  t op i c ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  i nd i ca te  wha t  I  beL ieve  t o  be
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t h e  c e n t r a l  i n c o h e r e n c e  i n  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  l a t e r  W i t t g e n -

s t e i n .

Hugo  Meyne l l  has  d rawn  a t t en t i on  t o  t he  s im i l a r i t y  be tween

a  number  o f  passages  i n  W j - t t gens te i n ' s  On  Ce r ta i n t y  and  Lone r -

g a n ' s  p o s i t i o n . r 2  I n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p a s s a g e s  i n  o n  C e r t a i n t y  w e

f i nd  W i t t gens te j - n  emp loy i - ng  a  r e to r s j - ve  a rgumen t  aga ins t  t he

u n i v e r s a l  d o u b t  o f  t h e  s c e p t i c .  S u c h  s c e p t i c i s m  i n v o l v e s  i t -

se l " f  i n  i ncohe rence ,  W i t t qens te i n  ave rs ,  f o r  t he  scep t i c  canno t

doub t  t he  mean ing  o f  t he  wo rds  i n  wh i ch  h i s  doub t  i s  exp ressed . r r

c .  Bake r  and  P .  Hacke r  comrnen t  t ha t  t h i s ,  wha t  t hey  t e rm  'Kan t -

i a n ' ,  s t r a t e g y  w a s  u s e d  i n  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t

s c e p t i c i s m  f r o m  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 1 5  a n d  r e m a i n e d  a n  a b i d i n g  f e a -

l - ' r r o  ^ f  h i  c  n h i  l n c n n h i n : l  r r r i f i - ^  l q
P r r r L o  r  w !  r  L  f  r r Y  .

W h a t  i s  s t r i k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  r e t o r s i v e  m o v e  a g a i n s t  s c e p t i -

c i s m  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  c l a s s i c a l l y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l :  i t  i s  n o t  v e r y

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  s c e p t i c i s m  o f  A r i s t o t l e

a n d  D e s c a r t e s .  A s  s u c h  i - t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  w i t t g e n s t e i n ' s

I a t e r  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e  a n d  w i t h  h i s  o t h e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  s c e p -

t i c i s m  w h i c h  d i s m i s s e s  i t  a s  t h e  a s k i n g  o f  i d l e ,  i n a p p r o p r i a t e

ques t i ons ;  as  r ega rds  t he  i n t e res t s  o f  o rd j - na ry  l anguage  un i -

ve r sa l  doub t  i s  o t i ose .  Howeve r ,  nowhe re  d i d  W i t t gens te i n

r e n e g e  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s u c h  a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  i t  i s  w o r t h

bea r i ng  t h i s  i n  mrnd  as  we  go  on  t o  cons ide r  whe the r  ce r t a j - n

r e t o r s i v e  a r g u m e n t s  m a y  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  w i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  o w n  p h i l o -

sophy  o f  o rd i na ry  I anguage .

An  a rgumen t  wh i ch  Gada rne r  cou fd  we l l  have  emp loyed  aga ins t

w i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  l - a t e r  p h i l - o s o p h y  i s  o n e  w h i c h  w e  f i n d  h i m  u s i n g

t o  d e f e n d  H e i d e g g e r ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  o n t o l o g y  f r o m  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s

o f  Ka r l  L i iw i t h .  cadamer  w r i t es :

H e  r e f l e c t s  a b o u t  u n r e f l e c t i v e n e s s ;  h e  p h i l o s o p h i z e s
aga ins t  ph i l osophy  i n  t he  name  o f  na tu ra l ness  and  appea l s
to  common  sense .  Bu t  i f  common  sense  we re  rea l l y  a  ph i l o -
q n n h i c a l  ^ r o n - ^ - '  ! L ^ -  ! L - !  " o u I d  b e  t h e  e n d  o f  a I Ir v P r r f  e q  r  q r  Y  u r i l c r r L  r  L r r c r r

n h  i  I  n c n n h r r  r n d  ' . , i  + h  i  I  f h ^  a n A  ^ €  r n ! '  r ^ ^ ^ i l  f ^* . . J r  w f L r l  r L ,  L r r e  e r r u  o I  a n y  a p p e a a  t o  c o l n m o n
s e n s e .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  L i j w i t h  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h i s
d i f f i c u l t y  e x c e p t  b y  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  a n  a p p e a l  t . o
na tu re  and  na tu ra l ness  i - s  ne i t he r  na tu re  no r  na tu ra I . "

B a k e r  a n d  H a c k e r  a s s e r t  t h a t  b o t h  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  e a r l i e r

and  l a t e r  wo rk  was  conce rned  t o  desc ry  t he  bounds  o f  sense . r6

In  t he  l a t e r  wo rk  o rd i na ry  l anguage  i s  seen  as  t he  on l y  mean -

i ng fu l  d i s cou rse .  Bu t  d i scou rse  on  mean ing fu l  and  non -mean ing -

f u l  l anguage  i s  pa ten t l y  no t  t he  d i scou rse  o f  o rd i na ry  J -anguage .

T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  o r d i n a r y  I a n g u a g e  a l o n e  i s  m e a n i n g f u l ,  s u c h

d i s c o u r s e  i s  i t s e l f  m e a n i n s l e s s .  R a t h e r  1 1 k e  t h e  m a n  w h o
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asser ts  in  e loquent  Eng l ish  tha t  any  s ta tement  no t  made in

the  Cantonese tongue is  nonsens j .ca l ,  Wi t tgens te in 's  s t ra tegy

shows i tse l f  to  be  se l f -des t ruc t ive .  The s imi la r i t y  be tween

the  incoherence o f  th is  pos i t ion  and Kant rs  a t tempt  to  know

that he could not know, has been noted in a recent revi-ev,

by Vincent M. Cooke

T h e o r v o f K n o w l e d q e . r T

o f  Dav id  B loo r ' s  W i t t qens te i n :  A  Soc ia l

One  can  deve lop  t h i s  a rgumen t  f u r t he r  i n  t e rms  o f  Lone r -

g a n ' s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  w a y  I i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  t e n d s  t o  o v e r -

I ook  l anguage  as  exp ress ing  o r i g i na l  i n s i gh t s .  V { i - t t gens te i n

makes  use  o f  such  exp lana to r y  t e rms  as  '  . I anguage -game  '  
,  

'  f o rms

o f  l i f e '  and  ' su r f ace  and  dep th  G rammar ' .  Now ,  as  Bake r  and

Hacke r  po in t  ou t r s  t hese  t e rms  can  on l y  be  unde rs tood  i n  t he i r

" a rgumen ta t i ve  con tex t " ,  f o r  i f  one  wan ts  t o  know  the  mean ing

o f  a  t e rm  one  mus t  have  recou rse  t o  i t s  use .  Hoh rev ' e r ,  t he

use  imp l i ed  he re  i s  c l ea r l y  no t  t he  use  o f  o rd i na ry  l anguage .

I n  o rd i na ry  J -anguage  ' f o rms  o f  l i f e '  m igh t  be  t aken  t o  i nd i ca te

the  i nhab i t an t s  o f  t he  Zoo ,  and  ' l anguage -game '  some  fo rm

o f  c ross -wo rd  puzz l - e .  W i t t gens te i n ' s  t e rms  exp ress  o r i g i na l

i ns i gh t s  wh i ch  awa i t  gene ra l  ass i n i l a t j . on  be fo re  t hey  can

be  sa id  t o  be  pa r t  o f  o rd i na ry  l anguage .  Bu t  on  h i s  own  accoun t

such  t e rms  mus t  be  d i squa l i f i ed  as  mean ing less  i n  v i ew  o f

t he i r  l a ck  o f  gene ra l  cu r rency .

S u c h  a  c h a r g e  o f  s e l f - d e s t r u  c t i v e n e s s  w i I I ,  n o  d o u b t  ,

appea r  r ude  and  ha rsh  t o  a  W i t t gens te i n i an .  Va r i ous  k i nds

o f  coun te r  a rgumen ts  may  be  p ro f f e red .  Bake r  and  Hacke r  sense

the  d i f f i cu l t y  he re  and  a t t emp t  t o  dea l  w i t h  i t  i n  t he  f o l l ow -

i ng  manne r :

.  P h i l o s o p h y  d e s c r i b e s  l a n g u a g e  ' f r o m  w i t h i n ' , . . .
The  reason  f o r  t h i s  ha rks  back  t o  t he  T rac ta tus  d i s t i nc -
t ion between shohr ing and saying.  the--SoundF-of  sense
cannot be descr ibed,  for  ther.e is  nothing beyond the
bounds  o f  sense  t o  be  desc r i bed . "

I s  t he re  any th i ng  i n  such  a  de fense  wh i ch  a l l o r , r s  escape

f rom the  i ncohe rence  wh i ch ,  I  have  a l l eged ,  i s  p resen t  i . n

W i t t gens te i n ' s  pos i t i on?  I  t h i nk  no t .  To  beg in  h r i t h ,  W i t t gen -

s te i n ' s  l a t e r  pos i t i on  does  no t  seem to  a l l ow  escape  f r om

incohe rence  on  t he  bas i s  o f  t he  T rac ta tus  d i s t i nc t i - on  be tween

say ing  and  show ing .  Fo r  t he  d i s t i nc t i on  be tween  say ing  and

show ing  as  demons t ra ted  i n  t he  T rac ta tus  was  'mys t i ca l t  and

phi losophical .  Nosrhere in ordinary Ianguage do we f ind such

a  ' t echn i ca l '  d i s t i nc t i on .  And  i f  such  a  d i s t i . nc t i on  i - s  no t

t o  be  f ound  i n  o rd i na ry  l anguage  t hen ,  su re l y ,  i t  mus t  be

mean ing less .  Neve r  i n  eve ryday  d i scou rse  do  we  mee t  such
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e x p r e s s i o n s  d s r  " L a n g u a g e  i s  u n i q u e ,  s o  c a n n o t  b e  e x p l a i n e d .

I t  m u s t  h o w  i t s e l f " . 2 0

F u r t h e r ,  i f  t h e  i m a g e  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  d e s c r i b i n g  I a n g u a g e
' f r o m  w j - t h i n '  i s  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  p r e t t y  m e t a p h o r ,  i f

i t  i s  a s s e r t e d  d s r  i n  s o m e  s e n s e ,  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s

t he  case  as  rega rds  l anguage  and  t he  bounds  o f  mean ing fu l

d i s c o u r s e ,  t h e n  s u c h  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  c a n n o t  e s c a i ) e  t h e  c h a r g e

t h a t  i t  i m p l i e s  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a f  v i e w p o i n t ,  t h a t  i s ,  a  v i e w -

po in t  wh i ch  i t se l f  goes  beyond  t he  v i ewpo in t s  o f  o rd i na ry

I a n g u a g e  i n  i t s  e v e r y d a y  w o r k i n g .

m L ^  L ' r  ! ! - ^ - ^ + a i n i ^ n  m i o h f  -  f r r r t h e r -  r e s n o n d  f h a t  t h e

a r g u m e n t  s o  f a r  h a s  b e e n  m i s t a k e n  i n  a s c r i b i n g  t o  W i t t g e n s t e i n

a  m e t a - v i e w  w h i c h  i s  s t i l I  p h i l o s o p h j - c a 1 .  I t  w j - 1 1  b e  a r g u e d

t h a t  h i s  o w n  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  t h e r a p e u t i c  h e a l i n g  o f  t h e  s e l f -

i n f l i c t e d  w o u n d s  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  w a s  n o t  y e t  m o r e  p h i l o s o p h y .

R a t h e r ,  W i t t g e n s t e i n  d e s c r i b e d  w h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n g  a s  a  k i n d

o f  " N a t u r a I  h i s t o r y  o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s " . 2 r  f n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e r e -

f o r e ,  o n e  m u s t  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  r e p e a t e d  p r o t e s t a -

t i o n s  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  a I I  e x p l a n a t i o n  s o  t h a t  a  s i m p l e  d e s c r i p -

t i o n  o f  o r d i n a r y  I a n g u a g e  r e m a i n s . ? 2

T h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  W : - t t g e n s t e i n  w a s  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h

a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  c a I I e d  ' p h i l o s o p h y ' ,  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l

s e n s e ,  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o p h i s t i c a l .  T a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  L h e  a b o v e -

m e n t i o n e d  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t v r e e n  ' e x p l a n a t i o n '  a n d  ' d e s c r i p t i , o n '  .

W h a t  i s  t o  b e  m a d e  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  u s e  o f  t h e s e  t e r m s  a n d

t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  h e  d r a w s  b e t w e e n  t h e m ?  I f  w e  w i s h  t o  c l a r i f y

t h i s  i s s u e  i t  r s  o b v i o u s l y  n o  g o o d  t u r n i n g  t o  o r d i n a r y  I a n g u a g e

fo r  he Ip .  Fo r  o rd i na ry  J -anguage  does  no t  i nvo l , ve  i t se l f  j - n

a  g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  a n  i j b e r s i c h t ,  o f  i t s e l f .  R a t h e r ,  a r -

t e m p t i n g  t o  s t a t e  w h a t  W i t t g e n s t e i n  m e a n s  b y  ' e x p l a n a t i o n '

a n d  ' d e s c r i p t i o n '  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n v o l v e s  o n e  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l

ques t i on ,  "Wha t  am I  do ing  when  I  am  know ing? "

T h e  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s c r i b e  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  e n t e r p r i s e  a s

a  n o n - p h i l o s  o p h i c a l  ' n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y '  o r ,  p e r h a p s ,  ' s o c i o l o g y '

a l s o  b e c o m e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  c i r c u l a r i t y  w h i c h  i s  v i c i o u s .  F o r

t he  c l a ims  t o  know ledge  made  by  t hese  d i sc j - p t i nes  a re  bound

up  w i t h  t he  ph i l osoph i ca l  ques t i ons ,  "Wha t  am I  do i - ng  when

I  am know ing? "  and  "Wha t  do  I  know  when  r  do  t ha t? "  I f  one

d o u b t s  t h a t  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c o g n i t i v e

d i s c i p l i n e s  t . h e n  o n e  o n l y  h a s  t o  t u r n  t o  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  l - a t e r

w o r k  t o  s e e  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  d o .  F o r  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  r e -

marks  on  F reud ,  Da rw in  and  Cope rn i cus  23  demons t ra te  t he  way
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in  wh i ch  h i s  own  pos i t i on  has  imp l i ca t i ons  f o r  t he  me thodo -

l ogy  o f  t he  sc i ences .

W i th  r ega rd  t o  t he  des igna t i on  o f  W i t t gens te i n ' s  p rog ram

as  pu re l y  desc r i p t i ve  o f  o rd i na ry  l anguage ,  f u r t he r  p rob lems

a r i s e .  w i t t g e n s t e i n  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  o r d i n a r y

Ianguage  l s  done  i n  t he  l i gh t  o f ,  r ece i ves  i t s  d i r ec t i on  f r om,

the  ph i l osoph i ca l  p rob lems .2q  Bu t  i t  i s  no  J -ess  ev i den t  t ha t

h i s  phenomeno lo  g i ca l  ana l ys i s  a1so ,  and  p r ima r i l y ,  r ece i ves

d i r ec t i on  f r om the  cen t ra l  t hes i s  o f  h i s  wo rk :  t ha t  t he re

i s  a  cons tan t  t emp ta t i on  f o r  us  t o  y i e l d  t o  t he  bew i t chmen t

o f  ou r  i n t e l l i gence  by  l anguage ,  such  bew i t chmen t  hav ing  p ro -

duced  t he  ph i l osoph i ca l  s ys tems .  As  P .  Ch r i s t ophe r  Sm i th  has

remarked r2s  such  a  conce rn  w i t h  t he  way  l anguage  can  l ead  us

as t ray  has  been  a  t he tne  t r ea ted  by  ph i l osophy  s i nce  t he  t ime

o f  P Ia to .  Lone rgan ' s  wo rk  has  p rov i ded  a  se l f - au then t i ca t i ng

way  by  wh i ch  we  can  a r r i ve  a t  co r rec t  o r  p robab le  j udgmen ts

w i t hou t  t he  f ea r  t ha t  we  have  been  m is l ed  f r om some  " suspec t

s o u r c e " ,  b e  i t  I a n g u a g e  o r  a n y  o t h e r .  A s  i t  s t a n d s ,  t h e n ,

a  w a r n i n g  o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  I i n g u i s t i c  o b f u s c a t i o n  i s

no th i - ng  con t rove rs i a l .  Bu t  wha t  i s  p rob lema t i c  i s  W i t t gen -

s t e i n ' s  i n s j . s t e n c e  t h a t ,  d e _ j u r e ,  a 1 l  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  t h e  r e s u l t

o f  t he  bew i t chmen t  o f  m ind  by  l anguage ;  no t  s imp l y  t ha t ,  de

fac to ,  a I I  ph i l osoph ies  i n  t he  pas t  have  been  t he  resu l - t  o f

l i n g u j - s t i c  i l l u s i o n -  T h e  o n l y  c u r e  f o r  s u c h  m y t h o m a n i a ,  f o r

W i t t g e n s t e i n ,  i s  a  r e t u r n  o f  I a n g u a g e  t o  i t s  o n l y  m e a n i n g f u l

I ocus :  t he  p rac t i ca l  use  t nade  o f  i t  by  common  sense .  I n  v i e ' r ,

o f  a l - I  t h i s  j - t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e s t  c o n t e n t  v r i t h  W j - t t g e n s t e i n ' s

a s s e r t i - o n  t h a t  " i n  t h e  e n d "  a I l  p h i l o s o p h y  d o e s  i s  d e s c r i b e

t h e  w o r k i n g s  o f  o r d r n a r y  l a n g u a g e . 2 6

We appea r ,  t hen ,  t o  be  l e f t  w i t h  two  a l t e rna t i ves .  E i t he r

r r ' r e  t ake  i t  t ha t  W i t t gens te i n  p roposes  t he  se l f - des t ruc t i ve

thes i s  t ha t  on l y  o rd i na ry  l anguage  i s  mean ing fu l ,  o r ,  we  mus t

conc lude ,  he  dogma t i ca l l y  asse r t s  t ha t  on l y  o rd i na ry  l anguage

p lus  h i s  me ta - v i ew  o f  i t  a re  mean ing fu l .  Now  a l t hough  t h i s

may  s t r i ke  one  as  a  pos i t i on  as  eccen t r i c  as  t ha t  o f  t he  Be I l -

man  i n  Le r r r i s  Ca r ro l L ' s  The  Hun t i nq  o f  t he  Snqgk ,  who  asse r t ed

tha t  wha teve r  he  s ta ted  t h ree  t j .mes  v ras  t r ue ,  i t  i s  i n t e l l i -

9 i bJ .e  i n  t e rms  o f  W i t t gens te i n ' s  pe rsona l  deve lopmen t .  f o r

i t  has  o f t en  been  remarked  t ha t  W i t t gens te i n  assumed  a l l  ph i l o -

sophy  had  f a i l ed  w i t h  t he  f a i l - u re  o f  h i s  own  ea r l y  $ ro r k .  How-

eve r ,  such  dogma t i sm  i s ,  i n  t he  end ,  i t se l f  i n cohe ren t .  Fo r

W i t t gens te i n ,  I i ke  any  o the r  r easonab le  au tho r ,  wou ld  on l y
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have  us  ag ree  ! ' r i t h  h im  on  t he  s t r enq th  o f  t he  ev i dence  f o r

h i s  p o s i t i o n ;  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h ,  h e  i n f o r m s  u S r  v / e  s i m p l y  h a v e

t o  " l o o k  a n d  s e e r r .  L i k e  a n y  o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h e r  h e  d i s m i s s e s

pos i t i ons  f o r  wh i ch  t he  ev i dence  i s  i nadequa te .  The  dogma t i c

a s s e r t i o n  o f  a  p o s i t i o n  b y  s u c h  a  w r i t e r  c a n  o n l y  i n v i t e  t h e

r e a s o n a b l e  r e s p o n s e ,  q r a t i s  a s s e r i t u r  q r a t i s  n e q a t u r .

I f  t h e r e  i s ,  t h e n ,  a  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  c i r c u l a r i t y  a t

t h e  h e a r t  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n r s  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n d e m n  p h i l o s o p h y

in  t he  name  o f  o rd i na ry  I anguage ,  t he re  a re  no  l - ess  ev i den t

examp les  i n  h i s  l a t e r  wo rk  o f  t he  i ncohe rence  wh i ch  resu l t s

f r om t r espass j . ng  ac ross  bounda r i es  wh i ch  one  has  d rawn  f o r

o n e s e . L f .  w i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  v e n t u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h e r m e n e u -

t i c s  i s  a  c a s e  i n  p o i , n t .

I n  t h e  R e m a r k s  o n  F r a z e r ' s  ' c o l d e n  B p l f q l i W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s

s tance  appea rs  somewha t  amb i va len t .  I n  t he  ea r l - j - e r  sec t i ons

o f  t he  wo rk  he  espouses  a  he rmeneu t i c  pos i t i on  wh i ch  exemp l i -

f i e s  w h a t  f o r  G a d a m e r  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i n  i n  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,

and  f o r  Lone rgan  i s  t he  " t " t y t h  o f  t he  Emp ty  Head " .  I n  oppos i -

t i o n  t o  F r a z e r ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  p r i m i t j . v e  m y t h  a n d  r i t u a l

a s  p r o t o - s c i e n c e ,  W i t t g e n s t e i n  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r

rnus t  r i d  h imse l f  o f  such  p re j ud i ces  i f  he  j - s  t o  see  h i s  ma te r -

i a l  a r i g h t .  H e  m u s t  c o m e  t o  h i s  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  " t h e o r y  f r e e "

s o  a s  t o  l e t  t h e  f a c t s  " s p e a k  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s " .

N .  G i e r  o b s e r v e s "  t h a t  s u c h  a  h e r m e n e u t i c  i s  n o r  v e r y

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  W .  D i I t h e y .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  W i t t g e n -

s t e i n ' s  p o s i t i o n  w o u I d ,  l i k e  D i l t h e y ' s ,  d e m a n d  a  p a s s i v e  c a t a -

I o g u i n g  o f  a l i e n  c u l t u r a l  w o r l d s  w i t h o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f

a  r ea l  acknow ledgemen t  o f  t he  way  i n  wh i ch  t he  s tance  o f  t he

obse rve r  i s  i t se l f  h i s t o r i ca l - l y  cond i - t i oned .  Wha t  Ma t t hew

L a m b  h a s  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  a n o m a l i e s  o p e r a t i v e  i n  D i l t h e y ' s  h e r -

m e n e u t i c s 2 s  w o u l d  e q u a l l y  w e I I  a p p l y  t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  W i t t g e n -

s t e i n .

Ho$ reve r ,  D .  Z .  Ph l l t i p s  has  po in ted  ou t  t ha t  a  r a the r

d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  e m e r g e s  f r o m  t h e  l a t t e r

p a r t  o f  R e m a r k s  o n  F r a z e r ' s  ' G o l d e n  B o u g h ' . 2 s  w i t t g e n s t e i n

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  a  p r i m i t i v e  c u L t u r e  i n

t e r m s  o f  a  ' d e e p '  c o h e r e n c e  m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  I i f e  a n d  r i t u a l -

o f  i t s  p e o p l e . 3 0  I n  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  l a t e r  w o r k  i t  i s  t h i s  ' p r i n -

c i p l e '  wh i ch  f unc t i ons  as  t he  acknow tedged  and  unacknow ledged

h e r m e n e u t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  " r e c o v e r y  a n d  s u s p i c i o n " .  D e s p i t e

t h e  f a c t ,  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  W l t t g e n s t e i n  i - n s i s t e d  t h a t  o n e

language -game  cou ld  no t  pass  j udgmen t  on  ano the r ,  i t  i s  ev i den t
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that  $rhat  Wit tgenstein found worthy of  respect  was the coher-

ence  o f  t he  p r i r n i t i ve  r e l i g i ous  wo r l d  whe re  nean ing  h ras  com-

pac t  and  und i f f e ren t i a t ed .  I t  i s  t h i s  s j 'mp l i c i t y  wh i ch  i s

s e e n  a s  t h e  e l e m e n t  t o  b e  t r e c o v e r e d ' .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s

W i t t gens te i n  w ro te :

I  th ink now that  the r i -ght  th ing would be to begin my

book  w i t h  r emarks  abou t  me taphys i cs  as  a  k i nd  o f  mag i c .

Bu t  i n  do ing  t h i s  I  mus t  ne i t he r  speak  i n  de fence  o f
m a g i c  n o r  r i d i c u l e  i t .

Wha t  i t  i s  t ha t  i s  deep  abou t  mag i c  wou ld  be  kep t . - - 3 r

On  t he  o the r  hand ,  h l i t t gens te i n  i s  susp i c j - ous  o f  t he

i n t r us i on  o f  ' t heo ry '  o r  ph i l osophy  i n t o  t ha t  p r im i t i ve  wo r l d -

on  t he  f i . r s t  page  o f

r ead :

Remarks  on  F raze r ' s  tGo l -den  Bouqh '  we

Was  Augus t i ne  m is taken ,  t hen ,  when  he  ca l l ed  on  God  on
eve ry  page  o f  t he  Con fess ions?

we l l  -  one  m igh t  say  -  i f  he  was  no t  m i s taken ,  t hen  t he
Buddh j - s t  ho l y rnan ,  o r  some  o the r ,  whose  re l i g i on  exp resses
qu i t e  d i f f e ren t  no t i ons ,  su reJ - y  was .  Bu t  none  o f  t hem
ias  mak ing  a  m i s take  excep t  whe re  he  was  pu t t i n -g  f o rwa rd
a  t h e o r v . "

r n  w i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  o p i n i c n  F r a z e r ' s  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y

impe r i ous  ra t i ona l i sm  revea l s  h im  as  i n f e r i o r  t o  t he  p r im i t i ve

s o c i e t i e s  w h i c h  h e  w o u l d  ' c r i t i c i z e ' .  P h i l - o s o p h e r s  s u c h  a s

Rush  Rhees  and  Pe te r  w inch  have  been  i n f l uenced  by  t h i s  r espec t

f o r  t he  p r im i t i ve  and  d i s t a i n  f o r  t he  rnode rn ,  ev i den t  i n  W i t t -

g e n s t e i n ' s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g .  I n  h i s ,  m u c h  d i s c u s s e d ,  U n d e r s t a n d i n q

a  P r im i t i ve  Soc ie t y  W inch  s ta tes  t ha t  ou r  p rob lem i n  unde r -

s tand ing  an  a l i en  cu l t u re  may  be  re l a ted  t o  t he  re l a t i ve  i nco -

he rence  and  mean ing lessness  o f  ou r  o tdn . "

I n  f ac t  h l i t t gens te i n ' s  he rmeneu t i ca l -  pos i t i on  can  be

seen  as  an  exp ress ion  o f  t ha t  t r ag i c  Roman t i c i sm  wh i ch  has

become  a  consp i cuous  e l emen t  i n  ou r  wes te rn  i n t e l l ec tua l  We f t -

anschauung  du r i ng  t he  l as t  t l t o  cen tu r i es .  The  des i r e  o f  such

t rag i c  Roman t i c i sm  to  r e tu rn  t o  a  s imp le r  wo r l d ,  un inh ib i t ed

by  mode rn  ' t heo ry '  and  un t roub led  by  f u r t he r  gues t i ons  i s

t o  be  f ound  exp ressed  t h roughou t  w i t t gens te i n ' s  l a t e r  wo rk .3 r

The  recogn i t i - on  o f  t h i - s  " t r ag i c  sense "  i n  W i t t gens te i n ' s

w r i t i - ng  i nv i t es  a  compar i son  o f  h i s  wo rk  w i t h  a  wo rk  o f  ph i l o -

sophy pre-eminent ly concerned wi th the t ragedy of  the modern

" I oss  o f  i nnocence " :  Hege l ' s  Phdnomeno loq ie  des  Ge i s tes .  I n

the Phl inomenoloqie Hegel-  examines the t ragic nature of  the

necessa ry  des t ruc t i on  o f  mo re  p r im i t i ve  cu l t u ra l  l i f e -wo r l ds

i n  t he  p rocess  o f  t he  emergence  o f  cu l t u ra l  wo r l - ds  cha rac te r -

i zed  by  a  g rea te r  d i f f e ren t i a t i on  o f  human  consc iousness .
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Hege l ,  i n  a  way  ana logous  t o  W i t t gens te i n ,  adm i red  t he  s impJ -e ,

und i f f e ren t i a t ed  wo r l d  o f  t he  anc ien t  G reek  po I i s ,  bu t  whe re

h i s  i n s i g h t  i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  W i t t q e n s t e i n  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,

i n  h i s  r ecogn i t i on  o f  t he  imposs ib j . I i t y  o f  a  r e tu rn  f r om a

more  d j - f f e ren t i a t ed  t o  a  Less  d i f f e ren t i a t ed  s tage  o f  cu l t u ra l

deve lopmen t .  The  d ream o f  some  Rousseau - l i ke  r e tu rn  t o  p r im i -

t i v e  ' i n n o c e n c e '  j - s  w h a t  L o n e r g a n  h a s  v a r i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d

as  t he  my th  o f  t he  au toma t j - c  so l u t i on  o r  t he  des j - r e  f o r  i n f an -

t i l e  r eg ress ion .3s  One  canno t  e f f ec t  cu . l - t u ra l -  amnes ia ,  any

more  t han  one  can  d i s - i nven t  t he  a tom ic  bomb .

f n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a n a l y z e  w h y  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e a l i z e

s u c h  c u l t u r a l  a m n e s i a  o n e  b e g i n s  t o  s e e ,  f  b e l i e v e ,  y e t  a n o t h e r

f a r - r each ing  i ncohe rence  i n  t he  l a t e r  W i t t gens te i n ' s  a t t emp t

t o  r educe  mean ing fu l  d i s cou rse  t o  t he  d i scou rse  o f  eve ryday

l a n g u a g e .  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  t h e r a p e u t i c  d i s s o l u t i o n

o f  ph i l osophy  i n  t he  name  o f  o rd i na ry  l anguage ,  wh i ch  wou fd

" l e a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  a s  i t  i s " ,  w o u l d  n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  I e a v e  o u r

o r d i n a r y  l a n g u a g e s  a s  t h e y a r e .  W h a t  W i t t g e n s t e i n  j - s  r e a I I y

p r o p o s i n g  i s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p h i l o s o p h e r ' s  U t o p i a ,  a  ' t h o u g h t -

expe r imen t '  wo r l d  whe re  peop le  on l y  eve r  ask  f o r  r ed  app les

o r  b r i c k s ;  a  I i n g u i s t i c  w o r l d  e v e r y  b i t  a s  a r t i f i c i a l  a s  t h a t

ske t ched  ou t  i , n  t he  T rac ta tus .

T h e  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n '  s  p r o g r a m  h a s

nowhe re  be t t e r  been  revea fed  t han  i n  t he  va r i ous  a t t emp ts

to  deveJ -op  t heo log ies  based  on  h i s  1a te r  wo rk .  I n  ansv re r  t o

t h e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  w i t t g e n s t e i n i a n  f i d e i s m  a p p e a r s  t o  l e a v e

reJ . i g i ons  f r ee  t o  deveJ -op  i n  any  b i za r re  f ash ion  t hey  choose ,

t h e o l o g i a n s  s u c h  a s  D .  Z .  p h i l l i p s  a n d  G .  H a l - L e t t  h a v e  r e p t j - e d

tha t  r e r i g i ons  have  t he i r  own  communa f  c r i t e r i a  f o r  dec rs i on

mak ing .36  Re l i g i ons  have  t he i r  o \ , r n  p rophe t s ,  r e fo rmers  and
t r a d i t i o n s  w h i c h  f a c i l i t a t e  p r o g r e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  s u c h  a  l j . n e

o f  a rgumen t  t ends  t o  ove r l - ook  t he  d i f f i cu l t y  wh j - ch  t he  h i s t o r y
o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y  and ,  i t  can  be  a rgued ,  o f  o the r  wo r l d  r e l i g i ons
p r e s e n t s  f o r  t h e  W i t t g e n s t e i n i a n .  F o r  d u r i n g  m o s t  o f  i t s  n e a r

t v ro  t housand  yea r  h i s t o r y  Ch r i s t i an i t y  has  been  i nvo l ved  i n
a  commi tmen t  t o  t he  t heo re t i ca l  d i f f e ren t i a t i on  o f  consc rous -

ness .  He re  one  i - s  no t  s imp l y  t a l k i ng  abou t  t he  Leon ine  rev i va l

o f  Thom ism o r  even  o f  t he  i n f r uence  o f  med iaeva l  s cho las t i - c i sm ,

bu t  o f  t he  p ro found  e f f ec t  wh j . ch  t he  Greek  d i scove ry  o f  m ind

had  on  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  Ch r i s t i an  r e l i g i on -  I ndeed ,

i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  W i t t g e n s t e i n  w a s  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t  t h a n  t h o s e

theo log ians  who  have  u t i l i zed  h i s  wo rk .  Fo r ,  s i nce  he  rega rded
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the  use  o f  ph i l osophy  i n  r e l i g i on  as  supe rs t i t i ous3T  and  be -

l i eved  t ha t  Va t i can  I  demons t ra ted  Ca tho l i c i sm ' s  commi tmen t

t o  ph i l osophy ,3s  he  s ta ted  t ha t  i t  was  imposs ib l e  f o r  h im  t o

embrace  Ca tho l i c i sn i .

Theo log ians  I i ke  Ph i l l i p s  and  Ha I l e t t  a re .  t hen ,  f aced

w i t h  a  d i l e rnma .  The j . r  p ro fessed  des i r e  i s  t o  l eave  as  i t  i s

t he  re l i g i ous  l anguage  o f  t he  o rd j - na ry  be l i eve r ,  ye t  i f  t he i r

p roposed  sys tema t i c  d i sso lu t i on  o f  ph i l osophy  we re  t aken  t o

i t s  l o g i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n  t h e r e  w o u l d  r e s u l t  a  r a d i c a L r e f o r m

o f  o rd i na ry  r e l i g i ous  I anguage .  Ye t  i f  such  a  cen t ra l  e l emen t

i n  ou r  cu l t u ra l  t r ad i t i on  as  Ch r i s t i an i t y  i s  seen  t o  have

been  so  rad i ca l l y  a f f ec ted ,  o r  '  i n f ec ted '  ,  by  t he  t heo re t i ca l

d i f f e ren t i a t i on  o f  consc iousness ,  t hen  t h i s  can  on l y  se r ve

to  i nd i ca te  how  deep l y  ou r  cu l t u re  and  i t s  o rd i na ry  l anguages

a re  i nvo l ved  i n  t r ad i t i ons  bound  up  w i t h  t he  deve lopmen t  o f

ph i l osophy .

The  t r ad i t i on  o f  ph i l osophy  wh i ch  bu i l t  upon  Hege l ' s

h i s t o r i ca l  ' t u rn '  has  neve r  ceased  t o  d raw  a t t en t i on  t o  t he

way  ph i l osophy  deve loped  as  an  i n t eg ra l  e l emen t  i n  t he  cu l t u ra l

evo lu t i on  o f  t he  Wes t .  And  I  be l i eve  t ha t  man i f es ta t i ons  o f

t he  t heo re t i ca l  d i f f e ren t i a t i on  o f  consc iousness  have  no t

been  l ack i ng  i n  Eas te rn  cu l t u res .  The  t heo re t i ca l  and  sc j . en -

t i f i c  d i f f e ren t i a t i ons  o f  consc iousness  have  become  a  ma jo r

e l emen t  i n  t he  wo r l d  med ia ted  by  mean ing  and  mo t i va ted  by

va lue  i n  ou r  cu l t u re .

I n  Me thod  i n  Theo loqy  Lone rgan  no tes  t he  way  t ha t  t he re

has  been  a  k i nd  o f  f eed -back  f r om ph i l osophy  i n t o  t he  o rd i na ry

Ianguage  wh i ch  was  t he  cond i t i on  o f  poss ib i l i t y  f o r  ph i l o -

sophy ' s  emergence .  He  w r i t es :

Fo r  i f  c rea t i ve  t hough t  i n  ph i l osophy  and  sc i ence  i s
t oo  aus te re  f o r  gene ra l  consump t i on ,  c rea t i ve  t h i nke rs
a re  usua l l y  r a re .  They  have  t he i r  b r i e f  day ,  on l y  t o
be fo l l -owed by the commentators,  the teachers,  the popu-
La r i ze r s  t ha t  i l l um ina te ,  comp le te ,  t r anspose ,  s imp l i f y .
So the wor lds of  theory and^ common sense part ly  interpene-
t r a t e  a n d  p a r t l y  m e r g e .  . . . "

In a people uni ted by common language, common loyal-
t i e s ,  common  mora l  and  re l i g i ous  t r ad i t i ons  as  we l l  as
by economic interdependence, the cul ture of  the educated
may af fect  many of  the uneducated,  much as theory af-
fected pre- theoret j -caI  conmon sense.  So by successive
adap ta t i ons  t he  i nnova t i ons  o f  t heo ry  can  pene t ra te  i n
eve r  weake r  f o rms  t h rough  a1 l  l aye rs  o f  a  soc j . e t y . . . " 0

Lone rgan  re fe r s  t o  B runo  Sne I I ' s  ana l ys i s  o f  t he  v ray

in which the Greek phi losophicaJ.  achieverrrent  af fected Greek

I i t e ra tu re  t o  p roduce  a  c l ass i ca l  hunan i sm wh i ch  p reva i l ed

1 'l
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i n  E u r o p e a n  c u l t u r e  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  m i d d l e  a g e s . t t  I n  m o d e r n

Eu ropean  cu l t u re  a  sc i en t i f j , c  human j - sm  has  I a rge l y  r ep laced

the  c l ass i ca l  one .  On  t he  i n f l - uence  o f  t he  sc i en t i f i - c  ach ieve -

men t  on  ou r  cu ] t u re ,  Lone rgan  w r i t es :

Mode rn  sc j - ence  has  i t s  p rogeny .  As  a  f o rm  o f  know-
l edge ,  i t  pe r t a i - ns  t o  man ' s  deve lopmen t  and  g rounds  a
new  and  f u l l e r  human i sm.  As  a  r i go rous  f o rm  o f  know ledge ,
i t  c a l l s  f o r t h  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p o p u l a r i z e r s  a n d  e v e n  t h e
f a n t a s y  o f  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  f t  i s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e
m a s s  m e d i a  t o  w r i t e  f o r ,  s p e a k  t o ,  t o  b e  s e e n  b y  a f f
men .  I t  i s  t he  power  o f  an  educa t i ona l  s ys tem to  f ash ion
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  y o u t h  . . .  

q 2

The  f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  i n t e rpene t ra t i on  o f  t heo ry  and  con rnon

s e n s e  c a n  b e  f a r  f r o m  b e n e f i c i a l .  I n  a  w a y  t h a t  r e c a l l s  A n t o n i o

G r a m s c i ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  ' E g e m o n i a '  
,  o r  t h e  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  C r i t i -

c a l  T h e o r i s t s ,  L o n e r g a n  p o i n t s  o u t ,

The  resu l t s  a re  amb i va len t .  I t  w j . l I  happen  t ha t  t he  ex -
a g g e r a t i o n s  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c  e r r o r  a r e  a b a n d o n e d ,  w h i l e
t h e  p r o f u n d i t i e s  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c  t r u t h  f i n d  a  v e h i c f e
tha t  compensa tes  f o r  t he  l oss  o f  t he  d i sc red j - t ed  my ths .
Bu t  i t  w i I I  a l so  happen  t ha t  t heo ry  f uses  more  w i t h  common
nonsense  t han  w i t h  common  sense ,  t o  make  t he  nonsense
p r e t e n t i o u s  a n d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c o m m o n ,  d a n g e r o u s  a n d
e v e n  d i s a s t r o u s . u '

The  p resence  o f  t heo ry  w i t h i n  common  sense  and  o rd i na ry

Ianguage  i s  usua l l y  r nan i f es ted  as  a  va ry i ng  adm ix tu re  o f  ' r ea -

son ing '  and ,  wha t  Gadamer  wou l -d  t e rm ,  p re j udgmen ts ;  o f  be l i e f s

and  immanen t l y -gene ra ted  know ledge .  So  I  may  g i ve  a  number

o f  r easons  why  I  sha l l  vo te  f o r  a  soc ia f r s t  gove rnmen t  a t

a n  e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  w i l l  n o r m a l l y  b e  a  p o i n t  w h e r e ,  s o o n e r

r a t h e r  t h a n  I a t e r ,  m y  r e a s o n s  g i v e  o u t  a n d  f  a s s e r t ,  p e r h a p s ,

t ha t  soc i a l - i sm  i s  wha t  any  " sane  pe rson "  shou ld  suppo r t .  A l - -

t hough ,  as  Lone rgan  ave rs ,  conmon  sense  shows  a  b j - as  t o  o rnn r -

c o m p e t e n c e ,  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  i t  d e f e r s  t o  t h e  ' e x -

p e r t '  o r  ' a u t h o r i t y '  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  j - t s  r e a s o n i n g .  T h e

"sy l l og i s t i c  f o rm"  o f t en  recogn j - zab l - e  i n  o rd i na ry  I anguage

w i l l  r u n :  " x  
' s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n '  b e c a u s e  y  s a y s  s o , ' ,  w h e r e

' Y '  i s  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  t h e  m e d i a  d e m a g o g u e ,  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c
' e x p e r t '  o r ,  e v e n ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y .

Bu t  wha t  wou ld  be  t he  imp l i ca t i ons  f o r  o rd i na ry  l anguage

o f  a  c u l - t u r e - w i d e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  t h e  W i t t g e n s t e i n i a n  v i e w p o i n t ,

w i - t h  i t s  ' t h e r a p e u t i c '  
d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e o r y ?  F o r  W i t t g e n s t e i n ,

K a r I  B a r t h ' s  w r i t i n g  o n  t h e  T r i n i t y , a q  F r e u d ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n

o f  d reams ,qs  and  t he  sc i en t i f i c  t heo r i es  o f  Da rw in  and  Cope r -

n i c u s q 6  a r e  m y t h o l - o g i e s  w h i c h ,  I i k e  t h e  a l i e n a t i n g  i d e o l o g i e s

o f  t he  Marx i s t s ,  have  obscu red  t he  au then t i c  subs t ruccu re

o f  eve ryday  ac t i on  and  p rax i s .  W i t t gens te i n  w ro te  t ha t  he
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w ished  t o  change  a  ' s t y l e '  o f  t h i nk i ng {7  so  t ha t  one  wou ld

no longer oppose a "correct  theory" to an "erroneous one"

but  would see that  both were superfJ.uous.  Wou1d not  a general-

i zed  d i f f us i on  o f  such  an  a t t i t ude  requ i . r e  a  sh i f t  o f  pe r cep -

t i on  on  t he  pa r t  o f  o rd i na ry  l anguage  wh i ch  wou ld  be  l i t t l e

sho r t  o f  ax i a l ?  Wha t  wou ld  become  o f  t he  p reva i l i ng  sc i en -

t i f i c  human i sm,  so  imp ressed ,  as  i t  j - s '  by  t he  march  o f  t r ue

theo ry ,  ove r t u rn i ng  i gno rance?  Fu r t he r ,  j - f  t he  va r i ous  t heo r -

e t i ca l  t r ad i t i ons  t o  wh i ch  common  sense  and  o rd i na ry  l anguage

have  l ooked  as  ' au tho r i t a t i ve '  we re  d i sso l ved ,  how  wou ld  t h i s

l -eave ordinary J-anguage unchanged? Ordinary languaqe would

be  t oLd  t o  l ook  t o  i t se l f  as  i t s  own  au tho r i t y .

Fa r  f r om " l eav ing  eve ry th i ng  as  1 t  i s "  i n  o rd i na ry  I an -

guage  t he  sys tema t i c  ca r r y i ng  t h rough  o f  wha t  l J i t t gens te i n

p roposes  wou ld  i nvo f ve  a  g radua l  mou ld i ng  o f  l anguage  no t

ve ry  d i f f e ren t  f r om  tha t  imag ined  by  ceo rge  Orwe l f  i n  h i s

nove I ,  N ine teen  E iqh t y -Fou r . qB

T h e  b a s i c  o b j e c t i o n  t o  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  I

have  i n  m ind  i s  no t ,  t hen ,  t ha t  i t  i gno res  t he  pa r t  p l ayed

by ,  wha t  Habe r rnas  wou ld  t e rm ,  p re - l i ngu i s t i c  f o r ces  such  as

Iabo r  o r r  mo re  f undamen ta l l y ,  i nd i v i dua l  and  g roup  b i as  i n

o r d i n a r y  l a n g u a g e ,  v a l i d  a s  t h e s e  o b j e c t i o n s  a r e .  R a t h e r ,

I  be l i eve  t ha t  one  o f  w i t t gens te j , n ' s  f undamen ta l  e r ro r s  r / r as

to  have  ove r l ooked  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t he  common-sense  d i f f e ren t i a -

t i on  o f  consc iousness  t Jas  no t  t he  on l y  d i f f e ren t i a t i on  o f

consc iousness  t o  have  con t r j - bu ted  t o  t he  emergence  o f  t he

comp lex  h i s t o r i ca l  phenomena  wh i ch  we  know  as  t he  o rd i na ry

l anguages  o f  Eas te rn  and  Wes te rn  cu l t u re .  Such  an  ove rs i gh t

resu l t s  i n  w i t t gens te i n ' s  s t ance  be ing  i nvo l ved  i n  i ncohe rence .

Fo r  wha t  W i t t gens te i n  f o rbade  was  t ha t  v i o l ence  be  done  t o

o rd i na ry  l anguage ,  and  ye t  h i s  own  a t t emp t  t o  ban j - sh  ph i l o -

sophe rs  f r om h i s  Repub l i c  can  on l y  r esu l t  i n  such  v i o l ence

be ing  done .

Some  yea rs  ago  Fe rgus  Ke r r  a t t emp ted  a  c r i t i gue  o f  Lone r -

gan ' s  wo rk ,  based  on  va r i ous  "end  o f  ph i l osophy "  ph i l osoph ies .qe

Ke r r  a rgued  t ha t  Lone rgan ' s  ne thod  was  bu t  one  more  examp le

o f  bew i t ched  l anguage  and  o f  an  impe r l a l i s t i c  he l l en i - sm  tha t

had  had  i t s  day .  I n  t he  cou rse  o f  h i s  a rgumen t ,  Ke r r  w ro te ,

"The  a l t e rna t i ve  t o  ana l ys i ng  and  d i sso l v i ng  one  ph i l osoph i ca l

t heo ry  i s  no t  necessa r i l y  t o  p ropose  ano the r . " 50  Fo r  t hose ,

I i ke  Ke r r ,  who  a re  conce rned  t o  ha r rnon i ze  t he  W i t t gens te i n l an

1 3
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t { i t h  t he  He i -degge r i an  "end  o f  ph i l osophy "  a  r ecen t  book  compar -

i ng  t he  l a t e r  W i t t gens te i n  w i t h  t he  decons t ruc t i ve  w r i t i ng

o f  J .  De r r i das r  shou l - d  p rove  a  use fu l  con t r i bu t i on .  Howeve r ,

I  t end  t o  f i nd  t he  compar i son  i l l um ina t i ng  i n  a  way  wh i ch

Ke r r  wou ld  p robab l y  no t .  Fo r  i t  does  no t  appea r  d i f f i cu l t

t o  de tec t  t ha t  De r r i da ' s  a t t emp ts  t o  p rov i de  s t r a teg i - es  f o r

read ing  t ex t s  wh i ch  f ac i l i t a t e  a  move  beyond  ph i J -osophy  have

no  mean ing  o the r  t han  f o r  t hose  who  have  f i f l ed  t he i r  heads

w i t h  t he  o l d  ph i l osoph i ca l  ques t i ons .  To  emp loy  t he  Hege i i an

exp ress ion ,  a l J -  nega t i on  i s  de te rm ina te .  And  i f  Ke r r  and  o the rs

fa i l  t o  no t i ce  t ha t  nega t i on  on l y  r evea l s  t he  one  who  nega tes

as  j , n t e I l ec tua I I y  and  mora l l y  commi t t ed ,  t hen  t hey  need  I ook

n o  f u r t h e r  t h a n  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  w o r k  t o  l e a r n  t h e  l e s s o n .  F o r

W i t t gens te i n  ma in ta i ned ,  i . n  bo th  phases  o f  h i s  ph i l osoph i ca l

deve lopmen t ,  t ha t  t he  scep t i c  canno t  speak  w i t hou t  d i sc l os i ng

s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  ' s e I f '  o f  h i s  s e l f - i n v o l v e m e n t . s 2
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I o

a s  i n  o t h e r s ,  h i s  p o s i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r
f r om a  behav io r i s t  s t ance .

3 i R e m a r k s  
o n  F r a z e r , s  ' G o l d e n  

B o u q h , ,  v i .  3 2 r b i d . ,  p .  1 e .
3 3  P e t e r  W i n c h ,  " U n d e r s t a n d i n g  a  p r i - m i t i v e  S o c i e t y r "  i n

R a t i . g l r a l i t v ,  € d .  B r y a n  R .  W i l - s o n  I O x f o r d :  B l a c k w e I I ,  1 9 7 0 1 ,
p p .  7 8 - 1 1 1  ,  1 0 8 f f  .

3 4  I t  i s  w e l l - k n o w n ,  f r o m  t h e  b j - o g r a p h i c a l  1 j - t e r a t u r e ,
t ha t  W i t t gens te i n  was  a  man  deep l y  conce rned  w i t h  r e l r g i on .
r n d e e d ,  i u s t  a s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  T h e  r m i t a t i o n  o f  c h r i s t  w i s h e d
to  p ro tec t  genu ine  re r i g i on  r r o@ecaden t
scho las t i - c  t heo logy ,  so  w i t t gens te i n  w i - i hed  t o  p rese rve  t he
i m p o r t a n t ,  ' d e e p '  

a r e a  o f  r e l l g i o u s  s e n t i - m e n t  a n d  m o r ^ . l i r - r ,
f r o m  t h e  i n c u r s i o n s  o f  j e j u n e  i n t e l l e c t u a t  t h e o r y .  w i i ; ; ; ; 1
s t e i n ' s  w o r k ,  t h e n ,  I i k e  t h a t  o f  U n a m u n o ,  m a n i i e s t e d  f h a t
t r a g i c  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  ' R e a s o n '  f r o m  r e l i g i o n ,  s o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
o f  mode rn  wes te rn  cu l t u re .  One  m igh t  ven tu re  t o  sugges t  t ha t
W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  ' t r a g e d y '  w a s  t h a t  o f  o n e  w h o  s t r u g g l e d  f o r
au then t j - c i t y  w i t h i n  wha t  was ,  t o  a  l a rge  ex ten t ,  an  unau then t i c
i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n .

3 s l n s i q h t ,  p .  5 2 5 ;  A  S e c o n d  C o l l e c t i o n ,  p .  2 9 .

_  l t ? .  Z .  P h j . l J - i p s ,  F a i t h  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  E n q u i r v  I L o n d o n :
R o u t l e d g e  &  K e g a n  p a k n e s s  a n d
I , i _q l r ! :  Thg  Ana l vs i s  o f  Doc t r i na l  S ta temen ts  l l l ew  VoTk :  eau l i s t ,
1 9 7 5 1 .  H e v a l u a t i n g  a c t i o n s l
shou ld  a  Ch r i s t i an  adop t  i f  he  w j - shes  t o  be  bo th  t r ue  t o  h i s
C h r i s t i a n  p a s t  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  m o r a f  r e a s o n i n g ?
See his Chr is l ian {g lg]__8gg!gq1!S [Notre Dame U. press,  1983j ,
p .  7 2 .
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no tab l y  d j - f f e ren t

c tures  a Aes the
ious  Be

3 8
e d .  R u s h  R h e e s  I O U p ,

1 9 8 4 ) ,  p p .  1 0 7 - 1 0 8 .
3 e M e t h o d  i n  T h e o l o q v ,  p .  9 8 .
* r r b i d . ,  p .  9 7 .  u 2 r b i d . ,  p .
a q C u l t u r e  a n d  v a l u e ,  p .  8 5 e .
a  sC f .  Lec tu res  and  Conve rsa t i ons .
{  6 C u l t u r e  

a n d  V a ] u e ,  p .  1 8 e .
q T l e c t u r e s  

a n d  C o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  p p .  2 g ,  3 2 .

" 8 O n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  ' N e w s p e a k ' :  
G e o r g e  O r w e l l ,  N i n e t e e n

E i q h t v - F o u r  I P e n g u i n ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p p .  4 4 f f .

. _ _ * t F e r g u s  K e r r ,  " B e y o n d  L o n e r g a n , s  M e t h o d :  A  R e s p o n s e  t o
W i I I i a m  M a t t h e w s , "  N e w  B l a c k f r i a r s ,  V o l - .  5 7  1 1 9 7 6 l :  S g _ l l .

s o r b i d .  p .  6 9 .
5 t H e n r y  S t a t e n ,  W i t t q e n s t e i n  a n d  D e r r i d a  I O x f o r d :  B l a c k w e l l ,

1  0 e  <  I

s 2  T o  c o n t r a s t  L o n e r g a n t s  t h o u g h t  w i t h  D e r r i d a ' s  , d e c o n _
s t ruc t i on r  i s  no t  t o  s imp l y  s l - o t  Lone rgan  i n t o  t he  ph i l osoph i_
c a r  t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  D e r r i d a  i s  i l 1  a t  e a s e .  T h a t  w o u l d
be  t o  ove r l ook  t he  f a r - r each ing  imp r i ca t i ons  o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t ,
f o r  Lone rgan ,  t he  t e rm  ' ph i l osophy ,  

deno tes  two  d i s t i nc t ,
bu t  r e l a ted ,  d i f f e ren t i - a  t i ons  o f  consc iousness :  t he  \ " i o r l d
o f  t heo ry  and  t he  wo r l d  o f  i n t e r i o r i t y .  Mo reove r ,  i f  some
o f  De r r i da ' s  p ronouncemen ts  on  "The  T rad i t i on ' ,  appea r  shock ing ,
t h e r e  a r e  n o  d o u b t  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f o u n d  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a c c e p r r n g

4 o r b i d .  
,  p p .  9 8 - 9 9 .

9 9 .  q  3 r b i d .  
,  p .  9 8 .
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such  b road  Lone rgan ian  b rush  s t r okes  as ,  "F i ve  hund red  yea rs

sepa ra te  Hege l  f r om  Sco tus  . . . '  t ha t  no tab le  i n t e r va l  o f  t ime
rrras largely devoted to working out  in a var iety of  manners
the  poss ib i l i t i e s  o f  t he  assump t i on  t ha t  know ing  cons i s t s
i n  t ak i ng  a  l ook "  I r ns i qh t ,  p .  372 ] .  r ndeed ,  i f  ' decons t ruc -

t i on '  i s  unde rs tood  as  exp lo i t i . ng  He idegge r ' s  cha rac te r i za t i on
o f  wes te rn  me taphys i cs  as  a  me taphys i cs  o f  ' p resence ing ' ,

and  i f  such  a  me taphys i cs  i s  unde rs tood  as  t he  co ro l l a r y  o f
ep l s t emo log ies  o f  ' l ook l ng '  ( as  F .  Lav r rence  has  i nd i ca ted
in  "Se1 f -Know ledge  i n  H i s to r y r "  i n  Lanquaqe ,  T ru th  and  Mean inq ,
n o t e  6 6 ,  p .  3 3 4 1 ,  t h e n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  b a s i c
anoma l i es  w i t h j - n  "The  T rad i t i on "  ,  wh i ch  De r r i da  t  s  wo rk  ach ieves
w i l - l -  cause  l i t t l e  su rp r i se  f r om the  v i ewpo in t  o f  gene ra l i zed
emp i r i ca l  me thod .
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Joseph  F i t zpa t r i c k

In  t h i s  a r t i c l e  f  sha l l  a rgue  t ha t  much  o f  wha t  Lone rgan

says  i n  chap te r  seven  o f  I ns i qh t  abou t  i deas ,  p rog ress ,  dec l i ne

a n d  ' c o s m o p o l i s '  h a s  i t s  s o u r c e  i n  w r i t i n g s  o f  M a t t h e w  A r n o l d .

I  hope  t o  f u rn i sh  i n t e rna l  ev i dence  t ha t  Lone rgan  was  i n f l u -

e n c e d  b y  A r n o l d ' s  C u l t u r e  a n d  A n a r c h v  a n d  b y  h i s  e s s a y  " o n

the  L i t e ra r y  I n f l uences  o f  Academ ies " .  Bu t  t he re  i s  much  t o

be  ga ined  f r om se t t i ng  t hese  wo rks  i n  t he  un fo l d i ng  evo lu t i on

o f  A rno ld ' s  soc ia f  ph i l osophy  so  t ha t  t he  reade r  can  g rasp

c l e a r l y  t h e  r e c u r r e n t  t h e m e s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  o f  A r n o l d ,  t h e  b a s i c

p a t t e r n  o f  h i s  i d e a s .  T h i s  s h o u l d  h e l p  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  p l a c e

Cu l - t u res  and  Ana rchv  and  t he  "Academ ies "  essay  i n  t he i r  h i - s t o r -

i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  a n d  t h e r e b y  d i s t i n g u i s h  A r n o l d ' s  p u r -

p o s e s  f r o r n  t h o s e  o f  L o n e r g a n .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A r n o l d ' s

i d e a s  f r o m  a  r e c u r r e n t  p a t t e r n  . I e a v e s  o p e n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y

t ha t  I r one rgan  cou ld  have  read  more  o f  A rnoLd  t han  h i s  weL l ,

k n o w n  a n d  m o r e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  w r i t i n g s ,  o r  t h a t  h e  c o u l d

have  been  spu r red  t o  r ead  Cu l t u re  and  Ana rchy ,  f o r  examp le ,

f o l l ow ing  a  b r i e f  encoun te r  w i t h  one  o f  A rno ld ' s  l esse r  known

w r i t i n g s .  I t  c o u l d  e v e n  j u s t  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d

to  Lone rgan  how  A rno l - d ' s  t h i nk i ng  cou ld  mos t  f r u i t f u l l y  be

a d a p t e d  t o  h i s  o w n  p u r p o s e s .  I n  w h a t  f o l - 1 o w s  I  s h a I l ,  f i r s t ,

b y  m e a n s  o f  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  a  r a n g e  o f  A r n o l d ' s  w r r t i n g s ,

s e t  o u t  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r ,  a t t e m p t  t o  I e t  A r n o I d  s p e a k

f o r  h i m s e l f  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I  s h a l l  t h e n  a t t e m p t  t o  p e r -

suade  t he  reade r  by  v i r t ue  o f  t he  h i gh  deg ree  o f  ag reemen t

b e t w e e n  A r n o I d  a n d  L o n e r g a n  t h a t  A r n o I d ' s  w r i t i n g s  a r e ,  i n

f a c t ,  L o n e r g a n ' s  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  I n s i q h t  i n  t h e  a r e a s

ind i ca ted .  I  sha l l  conc lude  by  say ing  some th ing  on  t he  manne r

o f  L o n e r g a n ' s  r e - a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  A r n o 1 d .  P i n a l l y ,  l e t  i t  b e

s a i d  g u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  w h a t  I  a m  p r o p o s i n g  i s  a  h y p o t h e s i s ,

by  de f i n j - t i on  open  t o  d i scon f i rma t i on .  Con f i rma t i on  o f  t he

h y p o t h e s i s ,  o r  g r e a t e r  o r  I e s s e r  d i s c o n f i r m a t i o n ,  c a n n o t  a s

y e t  b e  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  L o n e r g a n  a r c h i v e s .  L e t  u s  h o p e  t h a t

f u r t h e r  a c h i v a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i l - l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h r o w  I i g h t

o n  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  i n f l u e n c e ,  i f  a n y ,  t h a t  M a t t h e w  A r n o l d  e x e r t e d

o n  L o n e r g a n ' s  t h o u g h t .  I t  m a y  w e l l  t r a n s p i r e  t h a t  A r n o l d  i s

o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  " B r i t i s h  s c h o o l "  t o  h a v e
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provided a context, themes and ideas for Lonergan's considera-

t ion .  In  a  seque l  to  the  present  a r t i c le ,  wh ich  f  have in

prepara t ion ,  I  sha l I  a rgue tha t  Arno ld 's  in f luence on  Lonergan

extends  to  the  la t te r ' s  Method in  Theo loqv .

Of  Eng land 's  g rea t  n ine teenth  century  men o f  le t te rs

and cultural prophets, Matthevt Arnold l tas probably the most

rounded (a  qua l i t y  he  persona l ly  admi red) :  poet ,  l i te ra ry

cr i t i c ,  c lass ic is t ,  Ox ford  Pro fessor  o f  Poet ry ,  po l i t i ca l

and social commentator, innovative rel lgious writer, he earned

h is  I i v ing  fo r  more  than th i r ty  years  as  a  member  o f  the  In -

spec torsh i .p  o f  Schoo ls .  In  many respec ts  Arno ld 's  v iews on

culture and society l^tere learned and tested t 'on the hoof"

- -  th rough h is  meet ings  w i th  peop le  in  Eng land f rom a l I  wa lks

o f  l i fe  in  h is  work  as  a  schoo l  inspec tor ,  as  we l l  as  by  h is

t rave ls  abroad to  s tudy  the  educat iona l  sys tems o f  o ther  Euro-

pean na t ions .  H is  fa ther ,  Dr .  Thomas Arno ld ,  the  famous educa-

t ion is t  and headmaster  o f  Rugby Schoo l ,  was  a  v igorous  c le rgy-

man of the Church of England zeal-ous to promote the educa-

t iona l ,  soc ia l  and re l ig ious  changes he  cons idered necessary

wh i le  p reserv ing  those par ts  o f  church  and s ta te  he  most  loved;

he said that i f  he had had two necks he would have been hanged

tw ice ! t  Mat thew was in  many ways  the  son o f  h is  fa ther ;  bu t

as  a  schoo l  inspec tor  he  was f reed f ronr  any  spec ia l i . s t  ro le ,

such as  the  one tha t  cons t ra ined h is  fa ther ,  and was ab le

to  p lay  the  ro le  o f  the  genera l i s t  n ran  o f  le t te rs ,  a  ro le

tha t  appears  to  have su i ted  h is  temperament  and h is  purposes .

He had broad sympathies with each of the three classes

ar is tocracy ,  rn idd le  c lass  and work ing  c lass  - -  wh ich '  on

h is  d iagnos is ,  cons t i tu ted  Eng l ish  soc ie ty  in  h is  t ime (a

th ree-par t  c lass i f i ca t ion  tha t  remains  the  na t r i x  o f  any  ana ly -

s i s  o f  B r i t i s h  s o c i e t y  t o  t h i s  d a y ) .  F r o r n  1 8 4 7  t o  1 8 5 ' 1 ,  b e f o r e

becorn:ing a school inspector, he worked as private secretary

to  the  L ibera l  peer ,  the  Marqu is  o f  Lansdowne,  a  pos t  wh ich

Lef t  h im f ree  to  pursue h is  own j -n te res ts  wh i le  b r ing ing  h im

in to  contac t  w i th  the  ar is tocra t ic  Whig  ru l ing  c l ique  wh ich

could form and change governments without al lowing any major

o f f i ce  to  ge t  ou ts ide  a  few se lec t  fami l ies .2  A l though no t

h imse l f  an  ar is tocra t ,  Arno ld  never the less  re ta ined cour teous

contac ts  w i th  a r is tocra t ic  f r iends  and acqua in tances  a l l th rough

h is  l i fe .  By  b i r th  Arno ld  be longed to  the  midd le  c lass ,  a lbe i t

on  h is  fa ther 's  s ide  we have to  go  back  to  h is  g rea t  g rand-

father to f ind anyone who actual ly engaged in trade and on

1 9
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h is  mo the r ' s  s i de  h i s  immed ia te  ances to r s  and  re l " a t i ves  $ re re

a lmos t  exc l us i ve l y  Ang l i can  c l e rgymen .  3  Th rough  h i s  menbe rsh ip

o f  t he  p ro fess i ona l  c l - ass  and  h i s  f am i l y ' s  connec t i ons  w i t h

the  ru l i ng  Es tab l i shmen t ,  and  a l so  t h rough  h i s  o r . / n  qua l i t y

o f  i nwa rdness ,  Ma t t hew  A rnoLd  had  a  p ro found  sense  o f  be ing

ou t s l de  o r  beyond  o rd i na ry  c l ass  d i s t i nc t i ons .q  W i th  r ega rd

to  t he  wo rk i ng  c1ass ,  A rno Id  i n  some  respec t s  saw  fu r t he r

t han  mos t  o f  h i s  con tempo ra r j . es :  i n  a  l - e t t e r  t o  h i s  w i f e  as

e a r l y  a s  1 8 5 1  h e  $ r r o t e  t h a t  " t h e  l - o w e r  c l a s s e s  . . .  w i l l  h a v e

m o s t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s  . . . " .

As  A rno ld ' s  po l i t i ca l  and  soc ia l  t hough t  deve lops  and

m a t u r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 s  a n d  1 8 6 0 s  h i s  w r i t i n g  r e f l e c t s  a

cen t ra l  p reoccupa t i on :  t ha t  he  i s  l i v i ng  i n  a  t ime  o f  change

when  pov re r  w i l l  be  t r ans fe r red  f r om the  a r i s t oc racy  t o  t he

ene rg ing  m idd le  c l asses  be fo re  be ing  t r ans fe r red  f i na l l y  t o

t he  l owe r  wo rk i ng  c l asses .  He  seems  t o  sense  an  i nev i t ab i l i t y

i n  t h i s  g radua l  t r ans fe r  o f  po l i t i ca l  poh re r ;  t he  whee l  o f

h i s t o r y  i s  i neJ -uc tab l y  t u rn j - ng  i n  one  d i r ec t i on  and  wh i l - e

change  can  be  de layed  i t  canno t  be  p reven ted .  Bu t  i f  change

i s  i nev i t ab le ,  A rno Id  i s  deep l y  consc ious  t ha t  t he re  r s  no

inev i t ab i l i t y  t ha t  change  w i l I  be  f o r  t he  be t t e r .  f n  many

w a y s  h i s  l i f e ' s  w o r k  c a n  b e  s u m m e d  u p  a s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  e n s u r e

tha t  when  change  does  occu r  i t  w i l l  be  f o r  t he  be t t e r ;  o r

a t  l eas t  t ha t  wha t  i s  bes t  i n  Eng l i sh  and  Eu ropean  cu l t u re

w i I I  no t  be  des t royed  i n  t he  p rocess .  He  does  no t  see  t he

work l ng  c l ass  con ing  i n t o  i t s  i nhe r i t ance  o f  power  i - n  h i s

own  t ime .  The re fo re  he  concen t ra tes  ma in l y  on  t he  imp rovemen t

t h r o u g h  c u l t u r e  a n d  c i v i l i z i n g  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c f a s s e s .

The  m idd le  c l asses  we re ,  by  and  l a rge ,  t he  mercan t i f e

and  cap i t a l i s t  c l asses .  They  r r r e re  t he  merchan t s ,  t r adesmen ,

f ac to r y  o$ rne rs ,  f j . nanc ie r s  and  en t rep reneu rs  whose  weaL th

de r i ved  f r om the  i ndus t r j . a l  r evo lu t i on .  f n  r e l i g i on  many  l ve re

d i ssen te r s  wedded  t o  t he  p ro tes tan t  i dea l  o f  i nd i v i duaL i sm

a s  w e L l  a s  t o  t h e  u t i l i t a r i a n  v a l u e s  o f  B e n t h a m  a n d  M i l l - .

They  had  s t r ugg led  t o  ove rcome  the i r  r e l i g i ous  and  po l i t i ca l

d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  w e r e  d e e p l y  d i s t r u s t f u l  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h e d

chu rch  and  o f  s t a te  i n t e r f e rence l  t hey  had  a  pass iona te  be r i e f

i n  pe rsona l  and  econom ic  f r eedom.  Ma t t hew  A rno ld  encoun te red

them f r eguen t l y  i n  h i s  educa t i ona l  t r ave l s  and  was  d i smayed

by  t he i r  na r ro r r r ness  and  p rov i nc i a l i sm ,  t he i r  cu l t i va t i on  o f
ma te r i a l i sm  and  f i nanc ia l  success ,  and  by  t he i r  es t ima t i on

o f  wo r t h  by  t he  u t i l i t a r i an  c r i t e r j . on  o f  p rac t j . ca t i t v  and
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value for money. The vehicle for promoting the needed improve-

ment  o f  the  mj .dd le  c lasses ,  he  be l ieved,  was  educat ion  wh ich '

as  a  schoo l  inspec tor ,  he  was in  a  s t rong pos i t ion  to  advocate '

In  one o f  h is  ear l ie r ,  non-po lemica l  essays ,  wh ich  fo rmed

the introduction to his report on "Popular Education in France"'

f i r s t  pub l i shed in  1861 (and repr in ted  separa te ly  in  1879

wi th  the  t i t le  "Democracy" ) ,  Arno ld  se ts  ou t  to  w in  the  midd le

c lasses  to  h ls  concept ion  o f  educat ion '  But  Arno ld rs  concept ion

of education is one which he bel ieves only the modern State

can del iver and his intended audience was committed to the

not ion  o f  vo lun tary ism and f ree  en terpr ise  in  educat ion  as

in  o ther  mat te rs  and was no tor ious l -y  res is tan t  to  any  sugges-

t ion  o f  s ta te  incer fe rence.  He se ts  about  h is  task ,  accord-

ing ly ,  by  a t tempt ing  to  a I lay  h is  aud ience 's  susp ic ions  o f

s ta te  in te r fe rence.

I propose to submit to those who have been accustomed

to  regard  a l l  S ta te  ac t ion  v l i th  jea lousy ,  some reasons

for thinking that the ci-rcumstances which once made that
jealousy prudent and natural have undergone an essential
change 

- . . - .  
The d isso lu t ion  o f  the  o ld  po l i t i ca l  par t ies

which have governed this country since the Revolut ion

of  1688 has  iong been remarked . . .  These par t ies ,  d i f fe r -

ing  in  so  much e lse ,  t 'e re  ye t  a l i ke  in  th ls '  tha t  they

weie  bo th ,  in  a  cer ta in  b road sense,  a r is tocra t ica l
p a r t i e s .  5

But  desp i te  i t s  many v i r tues ,  Arno ld  goes  on  to  sdYr  "The

t i m e  h a s  a r r i v e d w h e n  j . t  i s  b e c o m i n g  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e

ar is tocracy  o f  Eng land to  conduct  and w ie ld  the  Eng l ish  na t ion

any longer".6 The reason is that democracy is making inroads

on ar is tocra t ic  ru le .

I t  i s  because ar is tocrac ies  a lmost  inev i tab ly  fa i l  to

apprec ia te  jus t l y ,  o r  even to  take  in to  the i r  m ind ,  the
in i t inc t  p r r ih ing ' - the  masses  to$ ,ards  expans ion  and fu l le r
I i fe ,  tha t  they  lose  the i r  ho ld  over  them'  I t  i s  the
o1d s to ry  o f  the  incapac i ty  o f  a r is tocrac ies  fo r  ideas ,
- -  the  secre t  o f  the i r  want  o f  success  in  modern  epochs '
The peop le  t rea ts  them vr i th  f lagran t  in ius t i ce ,  when
i t  den ies  a I l  ob l iga t ion  to  then.  They  can,  and o f ten
do,  impar t  a  h igh  sp i r i t ,  a  f ine  idea l  o f  g randeur ,  to
the pebpl,e; thus they fay the foundations of a great
na t ion .  But  they  leave the  peop le  s t i I l  the  mul t i tude '
the crowd; they have small  bel ief in the power of the
ideas  wh ich  are  i t s  f i fe .  Themse lves  a  power  repos ing
on a l l  wh ich  is  most  so l id ,  mater ia l  and v is ib le ,  they
are slow to attach any great importance to inf luences
impa lpab le ,  sp i r i tua l ,  and v iewless  And i t  must  in

fa i rness  be  idd"d ,  tha t  as  in  one most  impor tan t  par t

of human culture, openness to ideas and ardour for

them,  a r is tocracy  is  less  advanced than democracy ,
to replace or keep the latter under tutelage to the former
would in some respects be actual ly unfavourable to the
progress  o f  the  wor ld .  '
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Democ racy rs  day  has  dawned ,  A rno ld  con tends ,  bu t  "The  a l i f f i _
cu l t y  f o r  democ racy  i s ,  how  to  f i nd  and  keep  h i gh  i dea l s , ' . 8
Fo r  A rno ld  Amer i ca  i s  a  wa rn ing  t o  Eng l -and  and  t he  res t  o f
Eu rope ,  f o r  Amer i ca  i s  t he  exemp la r  o f  , ' t he  dange rs  wh i ch
come  f r om the  mu l t i t ude  be ing  i . n  po r {e r ,  w i t h  no  adequa te  i dea l
t o  e l eva te  o r  gu ide  t he  mu l t i t ude , ' . s

A rno ld  has  now  r r i sh  t o  abo l i sh  t he  g rea t  pub l i c  schoo l s ,
I i ke  E ton  o r  Ha r ro l r ,  wh i ch  se rve  t he  a r i s t oc racy  so  we I l ,
bu t  he  does  w i sh  t o  r ep race  t he  p r i va te  schoo rs  o f  t he  m idd ]e
c rasses ,  wh i ch  he  c l ea r r y  cons ide rs  t o  be  sh r i nes  o f  med ioc r i t y
i nd i f f e ren t  t o  h i gh  cu r t u ra r  va l ues ,  w i t h  s t a te  schoo l s  l i . ke
the  F rench  Lyceums .  Th i s  wou ld  b r i ng  t he  i ns t r uc t i on  i n  t he
schoo rs  t o  t he  m idd le  c l asses  "unde r  a  c r i t i c i sm  wh i ch  t he
s tock  o f  knowredge  and  j udgmen t  i n  ou r  m idd le  c l asses  i s  no t
i n  i t se l - f  ab l e  t o  supp l y  . . .  i - t  can  con fe r  on  t he rn  a  g rea tness

and  a  nob le  sp i r i t ,  wh i ch  t he  t one  o f  t hese  c l asses  Ls  no r
o f  i t se l f  a t  p resen t  ab le  t o  impa r t ' , . r 0  The  reason  f o r  t he
p resen t  de f i c i ency  o f  t he  rn i - dd le  c l ass  i s  t ha t  wh i l e  a r i s t o -
c racy  has  " cu r t u re  and  d i gn i t y "  and  "democ racy  has  read iness
fo r  ne$ ,  i deas  and  a rdou r  f o r  wha t  i deas  i t  possesses " ,  t he
m idd l - e  c l ass  has  on l y  ' , a rdou r  

f o r  t he  i deas  i t  a l r eady  pos_
sesses t ' . r l  A rno rd  goes  on  t o  pay  t r i bu te  t o  t he  ro re  o f  p ro tes -

t an t  D i ssen t ,  " t ha t  genu ine  p roduc t  o f  t he  EngJ - i sh  m idd le
c l ass t t ,  f o r  t he  "nega t i ve  ach ievemen t "  o f  l i be r t y  o f  consc ience
and  f r eedom o f  op in i on .  Bu t  I i be r t y  and  i ndus t r y  w i l l  no t
ensu re  "a  h j . gh  reason  and  a  f i ne  cu l t u re , ' ,  t he  on l y  gua ran_

to r s  o f  a  " g rea t  na t i on " ,  as  opposed  t o  a  me re l y  wea l t t r y  o r
ene rge t i c  na t i on .  He  conc l - udes  h i s  pe rsuas i ve  essay  by  sugges t_
i ng  t ha t  wha t  w i l l  p rese rve  Eng land ' s  g rea tness  and  a I l ow
he r  t o  p rospe r  as  a  peop le . ,  l i ke  t he  anc ien t  A then ians ,  r espon_
s l ve  t o  a r t  and  beau t y ,  a re  "Openness  and  f l ex i b i t i t y  o f  m ind
. . .  P e r f e c t i o n  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  r e a c h e d ;  b u t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a  p e r i o d
o f  t r ans fo rma t i on  when  i t  comes ,  and  t o  adap t  t hemse l ves  hon -
e s t l y  a n d  r a t i o n a l l y  t o  i t s  l a w s ,  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  n e a r e s t  a p _
p roach  t o  pe r f ec t i on  o f  wh i ch  men  and  na t i ons  a re  capab le , ' . r 2

Rema in i ng  w i t h i n  t he  con tex t  o f  educa t i on ,  A rno rd  v i . r t u -
a1 l y  r epea t s  t h j - s  a rgumen t  i n  h i s  essay  o f  1g64 ,  , 'A  F rench
E t o n r "  s u b t i t l e d  " M i d d l e  C l a s s  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  S t a t e . , ,  A s
in "Democracy" ArnoJ_d is looking beyond the day when po$/er
w i l l -  r es i de  i n  t he  m idd re  c rass  t o  t he  day  when  " t h i s  obscu re
embryo ,  t r ava i l i ng  i n  l abou r  and  da rkness ' , t he  wo rk i ng
c l a s s  w i I l  h o l d  o f f i c e .  I t  i s  a  p r o s p e c t  t h a t  f i l t s  h i m
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wi th  no t  a  l i t t l e  d read  un less  t he re  i s  an  "adequa te  i dea l ,

a  cu l t u red ,  l i be ra l i sed ,  ennob led ,  t r ans fo rmed  m idd le

c l ass "  t o  ac t  as  "a  po in t  t o l r a rds  wh i ch  i t  [ t he  l owe r  c l ass ]

may  hope fu l l y  wo rk ,  a  goa l  t owa rds  wh i ch  i t  may  w i t h  j oy  d i r ec t

i t s  asp i r a t i ons " . t 3  I n  advoca t i ng  t he  t r ans fo rma t i on  o f  t he

m idd le  c l ass  A rno ld  has  an  u l t e r i . o r  mo t i ve  - -  t he  t r ans fo rma-

t i on  o f  t he  m idd le  c l ass  i s  a  necessa ry  p recond i t i on  f o r  t he

t rans fo rma t i on  o f  t he  l owe r  c l ass .  The  a l t e rna t i ve  i s  g raph -

i ca l l y  i nd i ca ted  i . n  "Democ racy "  .

Bu t  t he  ca lam i t y  appea rs  f a r  mo re  se r i ous  s t i l l  when
r re  cons ide r  t ha t  t he  m idd le  c l asses ,  r ema in i ng  as  t hey
a re  no$ r ,  w i t h  t he i r  na r row ,  ha rsh ,  un in te l l i gen t ,  and
una t t r ac t i ve  sp i r i t  and  cu l t u re ,  w i l l  a lmos t  ce r t a i n l y
f a j - l  t o  mou l -d  o r  ass im i l a t e  t he  masses  be low  t hem,  whose
sympathies are at  - the present monent wi lder and more
I i be ra l  t han  t he i r s .  r e

The  pa t t e rn  o f  A rno ld ' s  a rgumen t  i s  no rd  qu i t e  c1ea r .

The  a r i s t oc racy  i s  abou t  t o  be  supp lan ted  by  t he  m idd le  c l ass ;

notsr i thstanding the high tone and ideaLs bestowed by ar is to-

c ra t i c  r u l e ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  Eng land ,  i t s  dem i . se  seems  i nev i t -

ab le  and ,  a t  l eas t  i n  pa r t ,  i s  due  t o  a r i s t oc racy ' s  i ncapac i t y

f o r  new  i deas .  The  m idd le  c I ass ,  howeve r ,  i s  i t seL f  sonewha t

ob tuse  i n  t he  rea lm  o f  i deas ;  i t  l a cks  cu l t u re ,  r e f i nemen t

and  t he  capac i t y  t o  r espond  t o  t h i ngs  o f  t he  sp i r i t .  The  f ac t

t ha t  i t  i s  success fu l  i n  bus iness ,  A rno l . d  i s  say i ng ,  does

no t  make  i - t  f i t  t o  gove rn ,  a t  l eas t  no t  a  coun t r y  t ha t  asp i r es

to  g rea tness .  F i na l l y ,  i f  t he  m idd le  c l ass  canno t  be  re fo rmed ,

shedd ing  i t s  l im i t a t i ons  and  i t s  na r ro r ,  'M i l l i t e '  va l ues ,

what hope is there for  the t ransformat ion of  the working c lass?

In "Democracy" and "A French Eton" Arnold 's argument

i s  o f f e red  as  suppo r t i ng  t he  i n t r oduc t i on  o f  a  s t a te  sys tem

o f  educa t i on  a l ong  t he  l i nes  o f  t he  g rea t  F rench  s ta te  schoo l s .

I n  h i s  essay  on  "The  L i t e ra r y  I n f l uences  o f  Academ ies ' i ,  pub -

I i shed  i n  1864 ,  A rno l - d  dep loys  s i n i l a r  r e f l ec t i ons  on  t he

cond i t i on  o f  Eng land  t o  suppo r t  t he  des i r ab i l i t y  o f  an  Eng l i sh

counterpart  to another French inst i tut ion,  the French Academy.

The French Academy was founded by Richel- i -eu in 1637 wi th the

aim of  protect ing and upholding the French language, and of

be ing  "a  l i t e ra r y  t r i buna l "  o r  " a  h i gh  cou r t  o f  l e t t e r s ' , ;

quot ing Renan, Arnold sees the academy as "a recognised master

i n  ma t t e r s  o f  t one  and  t as te  . . .  c rea t i ng  a  f o rm  o f  i n t e l l ec -

t ua l  cu l t u re  wh i ch  sha l l  impose  i t se l f  on  a l l  a round " .15  . f he

no t i on  o f  an  au tho r i t y  i n  ma t t e r s  o f  i n t e l l ec t  and  t as te  A rno ld

f inds at t ract ive but  is  aware that  i t  is  contrary to the Ergt ish

23
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cha rac te r  and  hab i t s  o f  n i nd .  I t  has ,  howeve r ,  se r ved  t he

F rench  we I l ,  f os te r i ng  t ha t  " openness  o f  m ind  and  f l ex i b i l i t y

o f  i n t e l l i gence "  t he  F rench  have  i n  common  w i t h  t he  A then ians .

The  qua l i t i e s  o f  Eng land  a re ,  by  con t ras t ,  " ene rgy  and  hones t y ' , .

Ene rgy ,  A rno ld  con t i nues ,  i s  t he  cha rac te r j - s t i c  o f  gen ius

and  Eng land  has  p roduced  Shakespea re  i n  t he  rea lm  o f  poe r r y

and  Newton  i n  t he  rea l -m  o f  sc j . ence .  Bu t  t h i . s  same  ene rgy  makes

Eng land  impa t i en t  w i t h  t he  i dea  o f  an  au tho r j - t y  i n  i n t e l l ec tua l

ma t t e r s ,  w i t h  any th i ng  t ha t  wou ld  cu rb  i t s  f r eedom.  A rno ld ' s

po in t  a t  t h i s  j unc tu re  i n  t he  a rgumen t  i s  t ha t  i n  t e rms  o f

human  advancemen t  occas iona l  bu rs t s  o f  gen ius  a re  no t  adequa te

compensa t i on  f o r  t he  absence  o f  t he  gene ra l l y  h i gh  I eve l  o f

i n t e l l i gence  such  as  t he  F rench  Academy  he l - ps  t o  gene ra te

and  sus ta i n .

Th i s  i s  o f  a  p i ece  w i t h  t he  o the r  l i ne  o f  a rgumen t  A rno fd

deve lops  i n  f avo r  o f  t he  j . n f Luence  o f  academ j .es .  He  obse rves

tha t  " t he  i ou rnevman-wo rk  o f  J , i t e ra tu re ,  as  f  may  ca l l -  i t

I i s l  so  much  wo rse  he re  t han  i t  i s  i n  F rance ' , .  Compar i ng  t he

work  o f  Eng l i sh  scho la r s  w i t h  t he i r  F rench  coun te rpa r t s  he

de tec t s  i n  t he  f o rmer  cu r i ous  and  reg re t t ab le  l apses  i n  j udg -

m e n t  a n d  t o n e ,  a n d  a  d i s t i n c t l y  p r o v i n c i a l  n o t e ;  t h i s  h e  a t -

t r i bu tes  t o  t he  absence  o f  any  i ns t i t u t i on  s i n i l a r  i n  f unc r ron

to  t he  F rench  Academy .  " I  say  t ha t  i n  t he  buLk  o f  t he  i n t e l l _ec -

t ua l  wo rk  o f  a  na t i on  wh i ch  has  no  cen t re ,  no  i n t e l l ec tua l -

n e t r o p o l i s  I i , k e  a n  a c a d e m y ,  . . .  L i k e  M .  R e n a n ' s  t r e c o g n i s e d

au tho r i t y  i n  ma t t e r s  o f  t one  and  t as te ,  - -  t he re  i s  obse rvab le

a  no te  o f  p rov i nc i a . l - i t v " . 16  The  l - apses  and  p rov i nc i a l i t y ,  t he

eccen t r i c i t i e s  o f  op in i on  and  s t y l i s t i c  so l ec i sms  A rno ld  d i s_

ce rns  even  i n  r epu tab le  Eng l i sh  au tho rs  a re  pu t  down  , ' t o  
t he

c r i t i c ' s  i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t o  h i s  f e e J - i n g

h inse l f  t oo  much  l e f t  t o  t ake  h i s  own  way ,  t oo  much  w i t hou t

any  cen t ra l  au tho r i t y  r ep resen t i ng  h i gh  cu l t u re  and  sound
judgmen t ,  by  wh i ch  he  may  be ,  on  t he  one  hand ,  con f i rmed

aga ins t  t he  i gno ran t ,  on  t he  o the r ,  he ld  i n  r espec t  when  he
h i m s e L f  i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  l i b e r t i e s , ' . 1 7

In  t he  "Academ ies "  essay  A rno ld  i s  no t  d i scuss ing  t he
c lass  d i v i s i ons  i n  Eng land  o r  t he  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  any  one
c lass .  He  s imp l y  a rgues ,  w i t h  a  wea l t h  o f  examp les ,  t he  advan_

tages  t o  a  soc ie t y  o f  a  " sove re i gn  o rgan  o f  op in i on ' , ,  a  cen t ra l

i ns t i t u t i on  wh i ch  by  se t t i ng  and  ma i . n ta i n i ng  s tanda rds  he rps

Lo  ra i se  t he  gene ra l  l - eve l -  o f  pe r f o rmance  o f  i t s  scho la r l y

a n d  l i t e r a r y  o u t p u t .  A r n o I d ' S  a d v o c a c v  o f  f w o  r r r r h t i c  h ^ ^ i ^ ^
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a state system of educati .on and an academy -- should not be

misunders tood l  he  is  no t  advocat ing  soc ia l i s t  ideas .  Rather

h is  suppor t  fo r  ins t i tu t ions  o f  th is  k ind  s tems f rom h is  be-

l ie f  as  a  c lass ic is t  in  the  power  o f  r j -gh t  reason.  Th is  i s

the  cent ra l  tenet  o f  Arno ld 's  ph i losophy.  I t  under l ies  jus t

about  every th ing  he  says  on  jus t  about  any  sub jec t .  Another

o f  h is  names fo r  r igh t  reason is  '  d is in te res tedness  '  .  I t  i s

" the  f ree  p lay"  o f  the  mind ,  the  f reedom o f  the  in te l lec t

to range over, to consider, to ponder without fear or favor;

i t  i s  a l l  tha t  Arno ld  means by  ' l i gh t ' .  Arno ld  sees  the  s ta te

as  the  ins t rument  o f  r igh t  reason in  mat te rs  o f  educat ion

because the  s ta te  s tands  above c lasses  and sec tar ian  d iv is ions

and a l leg iances .  As  such i t  has  the  power  to  smash the  nar row

outlook that would perpetuate the mediocri ty of rniddle class

educat ion .  In  the  same $ tay  an  Eng l ish  vers ion  o f  the  French

Acadeny is another means of enlarging the scope of r ight reason

in  pub l i c  events . l s  rn  "Fr iendsh ip 's  Gar land"  Arno ld  has  Ar -

min ius  sdy ,  "The v ic to ry  o f  tGe is t t  over  tUnge is t '  we th i -nk

the great matter in the world. The same idea is at the bottom

of democracy; the victory of reason and intel l igence over

b l ind  cus tom and pre jud ice" . rs  And the  adv ice  o f  Armin ius ,

who represents  cont inenta l  ra t iona l i t y  and openness  to  ideas ,

to England and the English is: "gg!-1jg!g9". 'o

"Fr iendsh ip 's  Gar land"  was wr i t ten  in  the  fo rm o f  twe lve

le t te rs  be tween Ju ly  1866 and November  1870,  and pub l ished

in  book  fo rm in  1871.  A l though i t  reworks  many o f  Arno ld 's

fami l ia r  themes i t  b roadens the  scope o f  the i r  app l i ca t ion

and marks  a  change in  Arno ld 's  s ty le .  I t s  tone is  sa t i r i ca l ,

mockingly ironic, as Arnold pretends to defend the good sense

and probity of England and her customs against the penetrat inq

cr i t i c ism o f  an  in te l l igen t ,  ra t iona l  i f  somewhat  cho le r ic ,

cont inenta l  ups tar t  f rom Pruss ia .  The fo r rna t  a l lows Arno ld

to be much freer: in the targets he selects for mockeryl the

amused,  sa t i r i ca l -  tone d i f fe rs  g rea t ly  f rom the  tone o f  ju -

d ic ious  reasonab leness  o f  h is  p rev ious  wr i t ings .  I t  i s  as

i f ,  hav ing  t r ied  jud ic ious  reasoonab leness  w i thout  much success ,

Arno ld  has  dec ided to  assau l t  h is  count rymen 's  minds  and emo-

t ions  by  means o f  sa t i re .  The success  o f  "Fr iendsh ip 's  Gar land"

must have encouraged Arnold to continue in the same satir ical

ve in  in  h is  nex t  ser ies  o f  a r t i c les ,  wh ich  came to  be  pub l ished

in book form under the t i t le Culture and Anarchv (f irst pub-

l i shed in  1859;  in  rev ised fo rm in  1875) .  Cu l tu re  and Anarchv
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r r ras  t o  p rove  t o  be  A rno ld ' s  mos t  popu la r  and  endu r i ng  wo rk ,

a book rr rhose phrases worked thej- r  way j -nto the language, a

se t  t ex t  i n  a lmos t  eve ry  Eng l i sh  L i be ra l  a r t s  cou rse  o f  h i ghe r

educa t i on .  A l t hough  t he re  i s  ev i dence  t o  be l i eve  t ha t  Lone rgan

had  read  w ide l y  i n  Ma t t hew  A rno ld .  i t  i s  Cu l t u re  and  Ana rchv

wh i ch  appea rs  t o  have  been  mos t  obv ious l y  a t  t he  f o re f r on t

o f  h i s  r n i nd  when  he  w ro te  o f  b i as  and  cosmopo l i s  i n  chap te r

seven  o f  I ns i qh t .  I t  was  A rno l - d ' s  cons tan t  a im ,  as  he  sa id

i t  was  o f  Sophoc les ,  " t o  see  l i f e  s t eady  and  t o  see  i t  who le ' , .

The  success  o f  Cu l t u re  and  Ana rchv  mus t  owe  some th ing  t o  i t s

be ing  A rno ld ' s  mos t  comp le te  a t t emp t  t o  d i agnose  t he  i l l s

bese t t i ng  Eng land  as  he  unde rs tood  t hem and ,  as  a  co ro l l a r y

o f  t h i s ,  h i s  mos t  sus ta i ned  p rognos j - s  o f  t he  p r i nc i p l es  and

app roaches  t ha t  cou ld  r eve rse  Eng land , s  dec l_ i ne .

The  a rgumen t  o f  Cu l t u re  and  Ana rchv  i s  se t  \ ^ r i t h i n  t he

f ramework  o f  t he  t h ree fo l d  d i v i s i on  o f  Eng l i sh  soc ie t y

t he  a r i s t oc racy ,  t he  m idd le  c l asses  and  t he  f owe r  c l asses ,

now  anus j . ng l y  and  f amous l y  en t i t l ed  r espec t i ve l y  t he  Ba rba r i ans ,

t he  Ph i l i s t i nes  and  t he  popu lace .  The  s t r eng ths  and  f au l - t s

o f  each  c l ass  a re  i nd i ca ted .  The  Ba rba r i ans  have  a  be l i e f

i n  pe rsona l  l i be r t y  and  a  Love  o f  spo r t  and  phys i ca . l -  acco rn_
p l i shmen t .  Bu t  w i t h  t hem cu l t u re  t ends  t o  be  an  ex te r i o r  ma t t e r

o f  t ' 1ooks  
,  manne rs  ,  accomp l  i  shmen ts  ,  p rowess "  .  They  a re  no t

res i s t an t  t o  i deas  so  much  as  i naccess ib l - e  t o  t hem.  To  t he
Ph i l i s t i nes ,  A rno ld  concedes ,  Eng land  owes  mos t  o f  he r  wea l_ th
and  he r  s t and ing  i n  t he  wo r l d  as  a  p rospe rous  na t i on  o f  f r ee
i n d i v i d u a l s . 2 r  B u t  t h e  p h i - I i s t i n e s  a r e  r e s i s t a n t  t o  i d e a s ;

seduced  by  coa l  and  p rope r t y ,  f r ee  t r ade  and  money_mak ing ,

t hey  wo rsh j . p  'mach ine ry '  
and  rega rd  cu f t u re  as  f r i vo l ous  and

i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a d o p t i n g  i n  t h i s  a  t h o r o u g h l y  , r e a 1 i s t ,  
a p p r o a c h .

F ina1 l y ,  t he  Popu lace  dese rves  ou r  adm i ra t i on  on  accoun t  o f
t h e  t o i l  a n d  g r i n d i n g  l a b o r  i t  i s  s u b j e c t  t o ,  b u t  i t  i s  a b _
so rbed  i n  i t s  o$ rn  s t r ugg le  t o  ach ieve  pov re r ,  and  hence  i t
t h i nks  on l y  o f  p romo t i ng  i t s  own  c l - ass .22  rndeed  c l ass  p romo t i on

1S Common to a l l  three groups as is  the dogrna that  f reedom
is  do ing  as  one  I j . kes .  Cu l t u re ,  by  con t ras t ,  a ims  a t  " a  qene ra l -

expans i - on  o f  t he  human  f am i l y " ,  a t  ' , a  ha rmon ious  expans ion
o f  human  na tu re "  and  so  i s  a t  va r i ance  w i t h  "ou r  s t r ong  i nd i v i -
d u a r i s m ,  o u r  h a t r e d  o f  a r r  r i m i t s  t o  t h e  u n r e s t r i c t e d  s w i n g
o f  t he  i nd i v i dua f r s  pe rsona r i t y  w i t h  ou r  i nap t i t ude  f o r
s e e i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  s i d e  o f  a  t h i n g  . . . , ' . 2 3  A r n o t d  w i s h e s
to  see  t he  l ove  o f  cu } t u re  supp lan t  t he  mere  p ro rno t i on  o f
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class interest. He perceives a tension between our "ordinary

se l f "  and "our  bes t  se l f r '  - -  the  fo rmer  i s  a  p r isoner  o f  the

c fass  to  wh i .ch  i t  be longs i  the  la t te r  i s  f ree  o f  c lass  b ias ,

recogn iz ing  " the  paramount  au thor i ty  o f  r igh t reasont ' -24

He notes that " in each class there are born a certain number

o f  na tures  $r i th  a  cur ios i ty  about  the i r  bes t  se I f ,  w i th  a

bent  fo r  see ing  th ings  as  they  are ,  fo r  d isen tang l ing  them-

selves from machinery, for sj-mply concerning themselves with

reason and the wil l  of God, and doinq their best to make these

preva i l i  - -  fo r  the  pursu i t ,  in  a  word ,  o f  per fec t ion" .2s  s ince

th is  bent  a lways  tends  to  take  such peop le  ou t  o f  the i r  c lass ,

A r n o l d  c a l l s  t h e m  ' a l i e n s ' .

The remnant  o f  'a l iens '  i s  ye t  another  ins tance,  a long

with the state and the notion of an academy, of a body or

agency that stands beyond class divisions and can bring the

force  o f  r i -gh t  reason to  bear  on  na t iona l  a f fa i rs .  But  th is

par t i cu la r  express ion  o f  the  idea is  nev t .  So  a lso  are  the

categor ies  o f  Hebra ism and He l len ism .by  wh ich  he  s t r i ves  to

ana lyze  the  Eng l ish  charac ter .  The hebra ic  t rad i t ion  der ives

f rom Eng land 's  Jewish  inher i tance and s tands  fo r  energy '  p rac-

t i ca l i t y ,  du ty  and se l f -con t ro l .  A t  p resent '  Arno ld  a r l tues '

i t  has  ascendancy  over  he l len ism,  the  Greek  t rad j . t ion  o f  in -

te l l igence,  l igh t ,  f lex ib i l i t y  and oPenness  o f  mind .  Th is

has lost out to the hebraizing tendency j .n recent centuries,

par t i cu la r ly  under  the  in f luence o f  Pur i tan ism.26 Arno1d makes

no secre t  o f  h is  d is l i ke  o f  Pur i tan ism and what  he  sees  to

be the  negat ive  s ide  o f  Pro tes tan t isn .  He be l ieves  i t  has

checked and frustrated the wonderful effect of the Renaissance

in unleashing ideas, and has distracted England from the main

current of modern thought. "For more than two hundred years

the main stream of man's advance has moved towards knowing

h i -mse l f ,  the  wor ld ,  see ing  thJ-ngs  as  they  are ,  spontane i ty

o f  cohsc iousness i  the  main  impu lse  o f  a  g rea t  par t ,  and tha t

the strongest part,  of our nation has been toltards str ictness

of  consc ience" .2T what  i s  needed a t  p resent  i s  " the  deve lopment

o f  our  He l len is ing  ins t inc ts ,  seek ing  ardent ly  the  in te l l i -

gible 1aw of things, and making a stream of fresh thought

p lay  f ree ly  about  our  s tock  no t ions  and hab i ts " .28  He l len ism

can break down the fanaticism and narrowness of hebraism;

i t  was  because St .  Pau l  adapted  h is  hebra j .sm by  he l len iz ing

it  that he was able to destroy the mechanical worship of a

f i xed  ru le .2e  V{e  (Arno ld  cont inues)  need to  9o  fu r ther  than
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Pau l ,  who  pe rs i s t ed  i n  pe rce i v i ng  man ' s  mo ra l  na tu re  t o  be

h i s  a l l ,  and  appJ . y  f r esh  i deas  i n  a l - 1  ou r  ac t j . v i t i e s .  Heb ra j - sm

and  he l l en i sm  a re  a t  one  i n  t he  f i na l -  a im ,  t he  a im  o f  pe r f ec -

t i on ;  and  heb ra j . sm ,  I i ke  he l l en i sm ,  i s  opposed  t o  ' , t he  concep -

t i on  o f  f r ee - t r ade ,  on  wh i ch  ou r  L i be ra l ,  f r i ends  vaun t  t hem-

se l ves ,  and  i n  wh i ch  t hey  t h i nk  t hey  have  f ound  t he  sec re t

o f  na t i ona l  p rospe r i t y " ,  bu t  wh i ch ,  A rno ld  be l i eves ,  ' , t h rea tens

to  c rea te  f o r  us ,  j . f  i L  has  no t  c rea ted  a l r eady ,  t hose  vas t ,

n i se rab le ,  unmanageab le  masses  o f  sunken  peop le "  - -  paupe rs .3o

Bu t  by  i t se l f  heb ra i sn  canno t  dev i se  a  sys tem tha t  wou ld  r ec -

t i f y  t he  s i t ua t i on i  f o r  t ha t  t he  he l l en i s t i c  sp i r i t  - -  unde r -

s tand i . ng  and  no t  j us t  mo ra l  exho r t a t i on  - -  i s  needed .  I t  i s

t he  he l l en i s t j . c  sp i r i t  t ha t  i s  needed  i f  t he  mechan i ca l -  wo rsh io

o f  t he  f e t i sh  o f  f r ee  t r ade  i s  t o  be  des t royed .

A rno ld  conc ludes  h i s  a rgumen t  by  p ropos ing  t o  g i ve  ' , t he

he r i t age  ne i t he r  t o  t he  Ba rba r i ans  no r  t o  t he  ph i l i s t i - nes ,

nor ye. t  to the Populace;  but  \ . /e are for  the t ransformat ion

o f  each  and  a l l  o f  t hese  acco rd i ng  t o  t he  Law  o f  pe r f ec t i on .

Th rough  t he  l eng th  and  b read th  o f  ou r  na t i on  a  sense ,  - -  vague

and  obscu re  as  ye t ,  - -  o f  wea r i ness  w i t h  t he  o l d  o rgan i sa t i ons ,

o f  des i r e  f o r  t r ans fo rma t i on ,  wo rks  and  g rows " .31  And  he  rounds

o f f  by  ca l l i ng  t he  rnembers  o f  t h i s  i nv j - s i b l - e  a rmy  o f  , ' bes t

se l f e r s " ,  t hose  capab le  o f  r ea l , i z i ng  t he  Soc ra tes  i n  t hemse l ves ,

"doc i l e  echoes  o f  t he  e te rna l  vo i ce ,  p l i an t  o rgans  o f  t he

i n f i n i t e  w i 1 L .  .  .  " .  "

Tha t  A rno ld  i s  a  cen t ra l -  sou rce  o f  Lone rgan ' s  commen ta ry

on  i deas  i n  chap te r  seven  o f  I ns i qh t  i s  a  po in t  t ha t  can  be
qu i ck l y  es tab l i shed  beyond  reasonab le  con t rove rsy .  The  message

Lone rgan  l i ke  A rno ld  w i shes  t o  d r i ve  home  i s  t ha t  i f  you  wan t

t o  make  p rog ress  and  reve rse  dec l i ne ,  , 'Ge t  Ge i s t , ' .  Bo th  au tho rs

sha re  t he  sa rne  f undamen ta l  be l i e f  t ha t  r i gh t  r eason ,  Lone rgan , s
t t f r ee ,  un res t r i c t ed  des i r e  t o  know  the  t r u th ' , ,  i s  t he  mo to r
o f  p r o g r e s s  a n d  i t s  o p p o s i t e  b i a s ,  d i s t o r t i o n ,  A r n o l d ' s
' U n g e i s t '  

i s  t h e  m o t o r  o f  d e c l " i n e .  L o n e r g a n , s  a c c o u n t  c o n _
ta i ns  t he  f am i l i a r  A rno ld i an  nomenc r -a tu re :  " t he  mur . t i t ude " ,
t t s w e e t n e s s  

a n d  l i g h t t t ,  t t a c a d e n y t t ,  ' , c o u r t , ' ,  , t c l a p t r a p " ,  , , c u 1 _

t u r e " ,  " c l a s s " .  M o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h e  s t r o n g  c o m m u n i t y  o f
f ee r i ng  and  t he  sha red  conce rn  t ha t  cu r t u re  shou ld  r e ta i n
i t s  f unc t i on  o f  be ing  c r i t i ca r  o f  t he  ope ra t i ons  o f  common
sense  and  p rac t i ca . l ,  men  o f  a f f a i r s .  shou rc l  cu l t u re  f ose  t h i s
f u n c t i o n ,  e i t h e r  b y  b e i n g  t r i v i a l i z e d  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a n
ivory tov,rer  or  by being reduced to a mere prop or  funct ion

o f  common  sense  p rac t i ca l i t y ,  t hen  no t  on l y  i s  i t s  essen t i a l
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function gone but by that same token practical i ty is i tself

condemned to rui.n. And what is Lonergan's 'cosmopolis '  but

a  un iversa l i  za t ion  o f  Arno ld 's  no t ion  o f  an  academy,  "an  in te l -

lec tua l  met ropo l j . s " ,  a  supreme arb i te r  in  mat te rs  o f  tas te

and judgment, because i tself  nothing more than the representa-

t i ve  o f  r igh t  reason? Lonergan 's  p lea  tha t  cosmopo l is  s tands

above a1l the claims of class or state because founded on

" the  na t ive  de tachment  and d is in te res tedness  o f  every  in te l l i -

gence"33 is  in  i t s  way  a  rn i r ro r  re f lec t ion  o f  Arno ld 's  u rg ing

tha t  the  remedy fo r  Eng land 's  i I I s  res ts  in  a  remnant  o f
'a l iens t  o r  "bes t -se l fe rs t t ,  capab le  o f  r i s ing  above mere  c lass

in te res t  because the i r  f i r s t  a l leg iance is  to  the  paramount

author i ty  o f  r igh t  reason.

But  Lonergan 's  ana lys is  o f  the  pr inc ip les  o f  p rogress

and dec l ine  and h is  no t ion  o f  cosmopo l is  a re  more  than a  s imp le

repeti t ion in the twentieth -entury of what Matthevt Arnold

sa id  in  the  n ine teenth .  F .  R.  Leav is  makes the  va luab le  po in t

that authors who stand later in a tradit ion serve to i l luminate

and give meaning to the tradit ion by drawing out where the

tradit ion was heading for.3r Lonergan takes up the themes of

Matthew Arnold and by reworki-ng them, systematizi-ng them and

placing them in a more contemporary and, i t  nust be said,

a  much r i cher  contex t ,  he  g ives  f resh  mean ing  to  the  pos i ' t ion

Arno ld  s tood fo r .  Lonergan p laces  Arno ld 's  no t ions  o f  c lass

a l leg iance and res is tance to  ideas  w i th in  the  f ramework  o f

a threefold bias to which men are prone. The treatment of

the biases fol lows his outl ine of the development of community

and h is  d iagnos is  o f  the  tens ion  w i th in  communi ty .  Th is  tens ion

is  genera ted  by  the  d i f fe r ing  tendenc ies  o f  in teL l igent ly

devised social order, on the one hand, and the spontaneous

dr ives  and fears  o f  ind iv idua ls  and groups ,  on  the  o ther .

I t  is in the context of this tension in community that Lonergan

car r ies  ou t  h is  ana lyses  o f  the  th ree  b iases  he  ident i f ies

in man and which he adds to a further bias stemming from the

depths of the i .ndividual psyche, analyzed in a previous chapter.

The th ree  b i .ases  are  ind iv idua l  b ias ,  g roup b ias ,  and genera l

b ias .  On ind iv idua l  b ias ,  the  b ias  o f  the  se l f -seek ing  ego is t '

Arno ld  i s ,  to  the  bes t  o f  my knowledge,  s i len t  and so  Loner -

gan 's  fasc ina t ing  t rea tment  o f  th is  top ic  w i l l  no t  be  summar-

ized here. Group bias corresponds to the class interest Arnold

perceives to be at work respectively among the Barbarianst

the  Ph i l i s t ines  and the  Popu lace .  Lonergan rad ica l i zes  th is

idea by broadening the scope of i ts appl icat ion beyond that
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of  a  soc ia l  c l ass .  G roups  a re  f ound  i - n  soc ie t y ,  t o  be  su re ,

bu t  d i f f e ren t  f unc t i ons  w i t h i n  a  t echno logy ,  an  economy  o r

a  po l i t i ca l  s ys tem a re  a l so  pe r f o rmed  by  g roups  o f  peop le

and  Lone rgan  i nc l udes  a l l  o f  t hese  w i t h i n  h i s  des iqna t ron

o f  g roup  b i as .

Human  sens i t i v i t y  i s  no t  human  i n te l _ I i gence  and ,  i f  sens i -
t j . v i t y  can  be  adap ted  t o  imp lemen t  eas i l y  and  read i l y
one  se t  o f  i n t e l l i gen t  d i c t a tes ,  i t  has  t o  unde rgo  a
f r esh  adap ta t j - on  be fo re  i t  w i l - f  cease  res i s t i ng  a  second
se t  o f  mo re  i n t e l J - i gen t  d i c t a tes .  Now  soc ia l  p rog ress
i s  a  success ion  o f  changes  Were  a I l -  t he  r esponses
I t o  ne \ ^ r  i deas ]  made  by  pu re  i n t e l l i gences ,  con t i nuous
p rog ress  m igh t  be  i nev i t ab le .  I n  f ac t ,  t he  responses
a re  made  by  i n t e l l i gences  t ha t  a re  coup led  w i t h  t he  e thos
and  t he  i n t e res t s  o f  t he  g roups  and ,  wh i l e  i n t e l l i gence
heads  f o r  change ,  g roup  spon tane i t y  does  no t  r ega rd  a l - I
changes  i n  t he  same  co l - d  l i gh t  o f  t he  gene ra l  good  o f
soc ie t y .  Jus t  as  t he  j , nd i v i dua l  ego i s t  pu t  f u r t he r  ques -
t i ons  up  t o  a  po in t ,  bu t  des i s t s  be fo re  r each ing  conc l - u -
s i ons  i ncompa t i b l e  w i t h  h i s  ego i sm ,  so  a l - so  t he  g roup
i s  p rone  t o  have  a  b l i nd  spo t  f o r  t he  i ns i gh t s  t ha t  r evea l -
i t s  weJ - l - be ing  t o  be  excess i ve  o r  i t s  use fu l ness  a t  an
end .  3s

Group  b i as ,  Lone rgan  con t i nues ,  l eads  t o  i t s  own  reve rsa l .

Fo r  i t  i s  p rone  t o  gene ra te  a  d i s t o r t i on  o f  t he  soc ia l -  r ea l i t y

so  pa lpab le  as  t o  be  "exposed  t o  t he  i nspec t i on  o f  t he  mu l - t i -

t ude "  and  a  r eve rsa l ,  t ha t  may  be  more  o r  I ess  peace fu l - ,  i s

even tua l l y  summoned .3u  Th i s  i s  o f  a  p i ece  w i t h  A rno ld ' s  r e f l - ec -

t i ons  on  t he  i nev i t ab i l i t y  o f  t he  t r ans fe r  o f  po l i t i ca l  power

f r om the  a r j - s t oc racy  t o  t he  m idd le  c l asses  i n  h i s  day .  Bu t

Lone rgan ' s  t r ea tmen t  i s  mo re  un i ve r sa l l y  app l i cab le  t han  t ha t

o f  A rno1d  who  res t r i c t s  h i s  ana l ys j - s  t o  a  s i ng le  soc ie t y  and

who  hab i t ua l l y  a rgues  by  c i t i ng  i nd i v i dua l  i - ns tances ,  even rs

o r  pe rsona r i t i e s .  Lone rgan  moves  beyond  t he  i nd i v i dua r  i ns tance

and  t he  a f f a i r s  o f  an  i nd i v i dua l  na t i on  t o  s t a te  a  r u l e  o r
gene ra l i za t i on :  g roup  b i as  b r i ngs  abou t  i t s  own  reve rsa l ,

And  t he  reason  i s  t ha t  beyond  t he  g roup  t he re  i s  t he  much

vas te r  mu l t i t ude ,  whose  i n t e res t s  . a re  i nc reas ing l y  i I 1_se rved
by  one  o r  seve ra l  g roups  whose  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t he  gene ra l

good  has  d im in i shed  o r  van i shed  bu t  wh i ch ,  no tw i t hs tand ing  ,
i s  i n t en t  on  p romo t i ng  i t s

L o n e r g a n ' s  a n a l y s i s  c a n  b e

own  su rv i va l  o r  even  advancemen t .

v l nd j - ca ted  by  r e fe rence  t o  such
recen t  even t s  i n  wo r rd  po r i t i c s  as  t he  f a r f  o f  Ma rcos  i n  t he
Ph i l J . i p i nes ,  t he  ove r t h row  o f  Baby  Doc  Duva l i e r  i n  Ha i t i ,
o r  t he  dec l i ne  o f  Mao i s t  doc t r i nes  i n  ch i na .  r n  t he  end  t he
sho r t e r  cyc l e  o f  dec l j . ne  i s  b rough t  t o  an  end  by  f o r ce  o f
t he  numer i ca r  supe r i o r i t y  o f  t hose  whose  i n t e res t s  a re  poo r r v
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Genera l  b ias  i s  the  b ias  o f  cornnon sense i t se l f ,  a  b ias

to which aII men are prone. common sense regards the practical '

the  here  and now,  ge t t ing  on  v r i th  the  wor ld 's  bus iness ,  ach iev-

ing  shor t - te rm ob jec t ives .  The h igher  v iewpo in t  tha t  wou ld

cons ider  the  genera l  good o f  soc ie ty ,  tha t  wou ld  ins is t  on

due we igh t  be ing  g iven to  the  long- te rm resu l ts  o f  any  en ter -

p r ise ,  fa l1s  ou ts ide  the  sphere  o f  the  prac t ica l  here  and

now,  and so  is  d ismissed by  common sense.  Where  group b ias

genera tes  the  shor te r  cyc le  o f  dec l ine ,  common sense co l ludes

wi th  g roup b ias  in  p roduc ing  the  longer  cyc le  o f  dec l ine '

For comnon sense lacks the theoretical framework that woufd

gu ide  i t s  cho ices  and a l low i t  to  take  the  longer  v iev t .  Conse-

quently common sense on i ts own fai ls to appropriate the norrns

inherent in i ts o$rn rat ional i ty that would permit i t  to be

cr i t i ca l .  Faced w i th  the  d is to r t ion  o f  the  rea l i t y  genera ted

by the systematic resistance to the cumulative emergence of

new ideas, common sense is powerless to propose an antldote

tha t  cou ld  be  e f fec t i ve .  Such an  an t ido te  wou ld  requ i re  the

emergence of a human science for which common sense has no

regard .  In  the  mids t  o f  the  soc ia l  anomal ies  tha t  p ro l i fe ra te

under the inpact of the biases of dominant groups, culture

re t rea ts  in to  i r re levance,  the  proposa ls  o f  the  de tached and

d is in te res ted  in te l l igence are  scorned as  imprac t ica l  idea l i sm

and common sense conforms. Facts are facts. The longer cycle

o f  dec l ine  is  in i t ia ted  by  th is  sur render  on  the  specu la t i ve

leve l ,  when the  norms inherent  in  human in te l l igence are  sys-

temat ica l l y  ignored and there  is  a  consequent  " inc reas ing

demand fo r  fu r ther  cont rac t ions  o f  the  c la ims o f  in te l l igence,

fo r  fu r ther  d ropp ing  o f  oLd pr inc ip les  and norms,  fo r  c loser

conformity to an ever growing man-made incoherence immanent

in  man-made fac ts " . t t  what  emerges ,  in  the  l i rn i t ,  i s  the  to ta l i -

ta r ian  reg ime wh ich  erec ts  i t s  own consc ious  myth  to  sus ta in

the real i ty that has emerged, backed up by appropriate force.

Amus ing ly  (a lmost )  common sense w i l l  in  tu rn  re jec t  the  ideo-

Iog ica l  jus t i f i ca t ions  o f  the  to ta l i ta r ian  s ta te  wh ich  common

sense has  he lped to  fos te r ,  because i t  has  no  use  fo r  any

theore t ica l  appara tus ,  and deser t  to  ind lv idua l  o r  g roup in -

te res ts .3sBut  i t  i s  power less  by  i t se t f  to  reverse  the  process

i t  has  a l lowed to  deve lop .

This rather crude summary of Lonergan's long and nuanced

ana lys is  o f  genera l  b ias  shou ld  su f f i ce  to  revea l  a t  once

how h is  no t ion  is  roo ted  in  aspec ts  o f  Arno ld 's  th ink ing  and

yet takes us far beyond Arnold and the Victorian world he
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inhab i t s .  A rno ld ' s  no t i on  o f  heb ra i - sm ,  t he  bese t t i ng  f au l - t

o f  a I I  c l asses  o f  Eng l i sh  soc ie t y  i n  h i s  day ,  i - s  ak i n  t o  Lone r -

g a n r s  n o t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  b i a s .  H e b r a i s m  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d o i n g ,

w i t h  ene rgy ,  w i t h  p rac t i ca l i t y .  I t  i s  con temp tuous  o f  t h i nk i ng ,

o f  unde rs tand ing ,  o f  see ing  how  th i ngs  t r u l y  a re .  Aga j . ns t

t he  hab i t s  o f  heb ra i sm  A rno ld  en l i s t s  he l l en i sm ,  dec la r j - ng

tha t  i t  j . s  no t  t he  case ,  desp i t e  "wha t  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f  peop le

te l 1  us ,  t ha t  t h i ngs  a re  f o r  t he  mos t  pa r t  t o  be  se t t l _ed

f i r s t  and  unde rs tood  a f t e rwa rds " . 3 t  Bu t  Lone rgan , s  t r ea tmen t

i s  a t  once  more  rad i ca l -  and  more  con tempo ra ry .  And  more  rad i ca l

because  more  con tempo ra ry ,  s i nce  t he  negJ .ec t  o f  t he  no rms

o f  r a t i ona l i t y  have  by  h i s  day  l ed  t o  dec l - i ne  on  a  sca l - e  A rno ld

cou ld  no t  poss ib l y  have  env i saged .  As  Leav i s  says  i n  t he  open -

i ng  wo rds  o f  Mass  C i v i l i za t j . on  and  M ino r i t v  Cu l - t u re ,  ' , Fo r

Ma t t hew  A rno ld  i t  was  i n  some  ways  l ess  d i f f i cu l t " .  Lone rgan ' s

accoun t  r e fe r s  t o  t he  ava i l ab i l i t y  t oday  o f  a  t e r r j . f y i ng  range

o f  means  f o r  t he  supp ress ion  o f  t ha t  l i be r t y  wh i ch  i s  t he

p r i nc i p l e  o f  p roq ress .

f t s  means  i nc l - ude  no t  me re l y  eve ry  t echn igue  o f  i ndoc -
t r i na t i on  and  p ropaganda ,  eve ry  t ac t i c  o f  econom ic  and
d ip l oma t i c  p ressu re ,  eve ry  dev i ce  f o r  b reak ing  down  t he
no ra l  consc ience  and  exp lo i t i ng  t he  sec re t  a f f ec t s  o f
c i v j - I i s e d  m a n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  t e r r o r i s m  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l
po l i ce ,  o f  p r i sons  and  t o r t u re ,  o f  concen t ra t i on  camps ,
o f  t r anspo r t ed  and  ex t i r pa ted  m ino r i t i e s ,  and  o f  t o t a l -
wa r -  uo

And  i f  Lone rgan  j o i ns  A rno td  i n  impugn ing  t he  , ' o l d  I i be ra l

v i ews  o f  au toma t i c  p rog ress " ,  he  i s  a l - so  c r i t i ca l _  o f  Ma rx i s t

d i a l ec t i - c s  wh i ch  he  cons ide rs  t o  be  f ounded  on  t he  g rave  e r ro r

o f  e rec t i ng  an  i ns tance .  o f  t he  co r rec t i ve  p rocess  o f  t he

sho r t e r  cyc l e  o f  dec l i ne  c l ass  wa r fa re  i n t o  t he  ma in
p r i nc i p l e  o f  a1 l  p rog ress .  Tha t  i s  t o  con fuse  p rog ress  w i t h

d e c l i n e . a r

Ma t t he$ ,  A rno ld ' s  i . nvoca t i on  i n  t he  Conc lus i on  o f  Cu l t u re

and  Ana rchv  o f  " t he  S ta te  I as ]  no  exp ress ion  o f  ou r  o rd i na ry
se I f ,  bu t  even  a ) - r eady ,  as  i t  we re ,  t he  appo in ted  f r ame  and
p r e p a r e d  v e s s e l  o f  o u r  b e s t  s e I f ,  a n d ,  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  o u r
bes t  se l f ' s  power fu l ,  bene f i cen t  and  sac red  exp ress ion  and
o rgan "  c l ea rJ . y  r esemb les  wha t  Lone rgan  i n t ends  by  h i s  no t i - on
o f  ' c o s m o p o l i s ' .  

f t s  m a i n  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o  s a v e  p r a c t i c a l i t y

f r om i t se l f ;  l i ke  cosmopo l i s ,  A rno ]d  i s  l ess  conce rned  w i t h
the  t r ans . f e r  o f  po r ^ re r  f r om  one  c l ass  t o  ano the r ,  wh i ch  he
be l i eves  w i r r  be  i nev i t ab fe  ( as  Lone rgan  obse rves ,  " t he  d i - a rec -

t i c  soone r  o r  l a t e r  upse t s  t he  sho r t - s i gh ted  ca r - cu la t i ons

o f  d o m i n a n t  g r o u p s " ) ,  t h e n  w i t h  r e l e a s i n g  n e w  a n d  f r e s h  i d e a s ,



MATTHEW ARNOLD

wi th  ous t ing  us  f rom the  "comfor tab le  s t raw o f  our  o ld  hab i ts " .

But  Lonergan,  in  the  l igh t  o f  h is  ana lys is  o f  the  Ionger  cyc le

o f  dec l ine ,  con fers  on  cosmopo l is  a  more  prec ise ly  de f ined

role than any conceived by Arnold in his rather loose evocation

of  'he l len ism' .  "The bus iness  o f  cosmopo l is  i s  to  make opera-

t i ve  the  j .deas  tha t ,  in  the  l igh t  o f  the  genera l  b ias  o f  common

sense,  a re  inopera t ive . "  I t s  func t ion  is  " to  p revent  dominant

groups  f rom de lud ing  mank ind  by  the  ra t iona l i sa t ion  o f  the i r

s ins ;  i f  the  s ins  o f  dominant  g roups  are  bad enough,  s t i11

the  erec t ion  o f  the j . r  s inn ing  in to  un iversa l  p r inc ip les  i s

indef in i - te Iy  r^ ro rse ;  i t  i s  the  un iversa l i za t ion  o f  the  s in

by rat i-onal izat ion that contr ibutes to the longer cycle of

dec l ine ;  i t  i s  the  ra t iona l i za t ion  tha t  cosmopo l is  has  to

r id icu le ,  exp lode,  des t roy" .q2  Lonergan 's  cosmopo l is  j . s  con-

ceived as commensurate with the depth and breadth of the evi l

he  has  ana lyzed.  There  is  needed,  then,  a  c r i t igue  o f  h is to ry

before  there  can be  any  in te l l igen t  d i rec t ion  o f  h is to ry .

There  is  needed an  exp lo ra t ion  o f  the  movements ,  the  changes,

the  epochs  o f  a  c iv i l i za t ion 's  genes is ,  deve lopment ,  and v ic is -

s i tudes .  The op in ions  and a t t i tudes  o f  the  present  have to

be t raced to  the i r  o r ig ins ,  and the  or ig ins  have to  be  c r i t i -

c i z e d  . . . . " 4 3  C o s m o p o l i s ,  a s  L o n e r g a n  c o n c e i v e s  i t ,  i s  n o t

ident i f iab le  w i th  the  s ta te ,  an  academy or  any  ins t i tu t ion .

As  the  ev i l  i t  addresses  is  pervas ive  so  cosmopo l is  j . t se l f

has  to  be  pervas ive :  " I t  inv i tes  the  vas t  po ten t ia l i t ies  and

pent -up  energ ies  o f  our  t ime to  cont r ibu te  to  t the l  so lu t ion

by  deve lop ing  an  ar t  and a  l i te ra tu re ,  a  theat re  and a  broad-

cas t ing ,  a  journa l i sm and a  h is to ry ,  a  schoo l  and a  un ivers i ty ,

a  persona l  depth  and a  pub l i c  op in ion ,  tha t  th rough apprec ia -

t ion and cri t i -cism give men of common sense the opportunity

and the help they need and desire to correct the general bias

o f  the i r  common sense" . fq  Mat thew Arno ld  ca l l s  fo r  the  re lease

of  f resh  ideas  to  d is tu rb  our  s tock  no t ions  and hab i ts .  Loner -

gan ac ts  in  the  sp i r i t  o f  h is  source  mater ia l  by  tak ing  up

Arno ld 's  suggest ions  and de f in lng  w i th  p rec is ion  what  the

fresh ideas need to be; by adopting the Arnol-di.an agenda and

f i l l i ng  in  the  de ta i l s  by  means o f  ana l -ys is  and prec lse ly

worded recommendations I Lonergan offers a program that is

much more  fu l l y  e labora ted  than Arno ld 's  and is  des igned to

meet the dif ferent order of magnitude of the problems encoun-

te red  by  men in  th is  la te r  day .

3 3
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I t  i s  wo r t h  paus ing  t o  exam ine  ca re fuJ . I y  t he  exacc  use

Lone rgan  makes  o f  t he  A rno ld j . an  ma te r i a l .  I t  appea rs  t o  be

s im i l a r  t o  t he  use  he  pe rce i ves  Aqu inas  t o  make  o f  h i s  sou rce

ma te r i a l .  Aqu inas  r r as  a  t echn i ca l  and  sys tema t i c  t h i nke r  who

adop ted  common  no t j " ons ,  gave  t hem a  s t r i c t  t echn i ca l -  de f i n i t i on

and  ass igned  t hem a  ro l e  i n  a  sys tem o f  t hough t :  he  t r ans -

f o rmed  " common  no t i ons "  i n t o  ' t heo rems ' . a5  As  an  examp le  o f

wha t  such  a  t r ans fo rna t i on  accomp l j . shes  Lone rgan  compares

the  common  no t i on  o f  " go ing  f as te r "  w i t h  t he  sc i en t i f j - c  concep t

o f  ' a cce le ra t i on ' .  A l t hough  bo th  app rehend  one  and  t he  same

fac t ,  t he  common  no t i on  has  been  en r j - ched  by  t he  ' , end less

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  ' d 2 s / d t 2 " ' .  ( L o n e r g a n  c o n t i n u e s )  " t h e  
, t h e o r e m '

i s  t he  sc j . en t i f i c  e l abo ra t l on  o f  a  common  no t i on .  I t  deno tes ,

n o t  t h e  n o t i o n  a s  e l a b o r a t e d ,  b u t  s i m p l y  t h e  e l a b o r a t : - o n : . . .

soLe l - y  t he  gene ra l i za t i on ,  t he  ana l ys i s ,  t he  en r i chmen t  $ r i t h

imp l - i ca t i on  and  w i t h  s i gn i f i cance  f o r  a  sys tem o f  t hough t ' , . q6

In  seve ra l  p l aces  i n  h i s  w r i t i ng  Lone rgan  dwe l l s  on  t he  d i f f e r -

ence  be tween  conmon-sense  unde rs tand ing  and  t heo re t i ca l  unde r -

s tand ing .  A  key  d i f f e rence  i s  t ha t  i n  t he  rea lm  o f  t heo ry

te rms  a re  de f i ned  by  t he i r  r e l a t i ons  t o  one  ano the r  and  t he

re l a t i ons  a re  de f i ned  by  t he  t e rms ;  bo th  a re  g rounded  on  rn -

s i gh t  i n t o  t he  s i t ua t i on  a t  hand .  Common-sense  unde rs tand ing ,

by  con t ras t ,  i s  based  s i np l y  on  ou r  accumu l -a ted  expe r i ence

and  w i sdom,  and  i s  exp ressed  i n  eve ryday  l anguage  t ha t  r e l a tes

th i ngs  t o  us .  The  sh i f t  f r om  common-sense  s ta r t i ng -po in t s

t o  t he  rea l ,m  o f  t heo ry  r esu l t s  f r om  the  " sys tena t i c  ex i gence "

wh i ch  Lone rgan  cons ide rs  t o  g i ve  b i r t h  t o  sc i en t i f j - c  l anguage

and  unde rs tand ing ;  sc i ence  app rehends  ob jec t s  no t  i n  t he i r

common-sense  re l a t i ons  t o  us  bu t  i n  t he i r  ve r i f i ab l _e  re l a t i ons

to  one  ano the r  and  speaks  o f  t hese  re l a t i ons  i n  a  spec ia l - 1y

deve loped  t echn i ca l  J , anguage .qT  The  scho la r  o r  man  o f  l ecce rs ,

s i gn i f i can t l y ,  i nhab i t s  t he  wo r l d  no t  o f  t heo rv  h r r . t -  o f  common

s e n s e .

I f  we  Look  c l ose l y  a t  Lone rgan ' s  t r ea tmen t  o f  Ma t t hew

Arno ld  h re  can  see  t ha t  he  i s  e f f ec t i ng  a  sh i f t  f r om  scho la r l y

common  sense  t o  t heo ry .  Lone rgan ' s  ana l ys i s  p l aces  two  se t s

o f  peop le  i n  two  d i f f e ren t  k i nds  o f  r e l - a t i onsh ip  w i t h  each

o the r ;  depend ing  on  t he  i n t e rac t i on  o f  t he  mu l t i t ude  w i t h

t h e  s e L f - p r o r n o t i n g  g r o u p ( s )  t h e r e  r e s u l t s  e i t h e r  t h e  s h o r t e r

o r  t he  l onge r  cyc l e  o f  dec l i ne  (o r  bo th  - -  t he  re l a t j - onsh ips

a r e  n o t  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e ) .  T h e  r e s u l t  i s  q u i t e  s t r i c t l y

a  f unc t i on  o f  t he  re l a t i onsh ip ,  and  t he  re l a t i onsh ip  be tween
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the two sets of people can be in the f ield of comrnerce, eco-

nomi .cs ,  po l i t i cs  o r  whatever .  Cosmopo l is ,  in  tu rn ,  i s  com-

pat ib le  w i th  any  body  tha t  per fo rms the  des ignated  c r i t i ca l

func t ion  re la t i ve  to  genera l  b ias .  Lonergan ex t rac ts  the  bas ic

pat te rn  o f  Arno ld 's  ideas  f rom the i r  con tex t  in  Arno ld 's  wr i t -

ings i  h is  ana lys is  i s  de tached f rom the  arguments  Arno ld  pur -

sues ,  and there  is  no  i rnp l i ca t ion  tha t  Lonergan agrees  or

d isagrees  w i th  Arno lc l ts  re f lec t ions  on  Eng land in  the  1850s

and 1870s.  He works  ou t  the  imp l ica t ions  o f  some o f  the  re la -

t ionships Arnold speaks about so that they come to form a

model of human behavior, a model free of any part icular cul-

tural context. He then applies the model in order to under-

stand and interpret modern history. t" latthew Arnold is not

t ry ing  to  es tab l i sh  genera l  laws or  p r inc ip les  o f  human be-

havior, but rather to understand the words and actions of

men in his own country at a part icular t ime. He speaks from

his  exper ience and f ron  h is  s tock  o f  inher i ted  w isdomi  he

does not share the general bias of common sense but his under-

standing is, nevertheless, a type of developed common sense.

Lonergan's use of Arnold brings about a transit ion from the

scho lar ly  d i f fe ren t ia t ion  o f  consc iousness  to  the  theore t ica l

d i f fe ren t ia t ion  o f  consc iousness .qs  SchoIar ly  re f lec t ion  has

been transposed into theory, a conceptual structure of vir-

tua l l y  un l im i ted  app l ica t ion .  The loca l  co lo r  and the  top ica l

references to be found in Arnold are gone; but there is an

immense,  i f  ung lamorous ,  ga in  in  p rec is ion ,  sys tem and range

of  app l i ca t ion .

The task r have been engaged with in this art icle clearly

fa I l s  w i th in  the  f i rs t  o f  the  e igh t  func t iona l  spec ia l t ies

which Lonergan considers to be common to the practice of theo-

Iogy and of human studies: the specialty of research. Essen-

t ial ly I  have been tracing the source of the ideas Lonergan

expounds in  a  re la t i ve ly  smaI1  sec t ion  o f  h is  vas t  work ,  In -

siqht. But i t  has not been pure research and I have found

myself impelled tor.rards the second of the functional special-

t ies ,  in te rpre ta t ion .  I t  i s  indeed d i f f i cu l t  to  avo id  th is

fu r ther  s tep .  For  the  t rac ing  o f  an  au thor 's  sources  confers

singular benefi ts on interpretat ion or commentary on his text.

Provided appropriate dist inct ions are made where necessary,

the source material can assist us in grasping the fundamental

concerns of our author and the essential l ines of his argunent.

Moreover, the gap betsreen the content of the source material
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and  t he  con ten t  o f  ou r  au tho r ' s  t ex t  t h rows  va luab l - e  l i gh t

on  how  the  au tho r  uses  h i s  sou rce ,  and  t h i s  i n  t u rn  can  sugges t

o r  imp l y  wha t  may  we l l  have  been  a  cus tomary  mode  o f  ope ra t i on

and  one  wh i ch  t hose  w i t h  t he  necessa ry  acumen  m igh t  emu la te .

I n  t h i s  i ns tance  t he  gap  may  a l so  i nd i ca te  t he  reason  why

r , r e  do  no t  f i nd  Ma t t hew  A rno ld ' s  name  i n  I ns i - qh t r s  cop ious

index .  Fo r  Lone rgan  i s  no t  p resen t i ng  t he  v i ews  o f  Ma t t hew

Arno ld ,  as  he  f r eguen t l y  p resen t s  t he  v i ews  o f  A r j . s t o t I e ,

Aqu inas  and  Kan t ,  f o r  examp le .  He  i s  p resen t i ng  h i s  own  v i ews .

He  has ,  t o  be  su re ,  made  c rea t i ve  use  o f  A rno ld ;  bu t  i t  wou l - d

be  exceed ing l y  t ed ious  and  d j - s t r ac t i ng  o f  h im  t o  p resen t  h i s

sou rce  a l ong  w i t h  t he  necessa ry  no tes  on  how  he  has  adap ted

h im .  He  has  t o  ge t  on  w i t h  t he  cen t ra l  t ask  o f  say i ng  wha t

he  has  t o  say  i n  I ns i qh t .  And  I  wou ld  haza rd  t he  op in i on  t ha t

t he  au tho r  o f  f ns j . qh t  made  use  o f  a  good  many  o the r  sou rces

in  a  s im i l , a r  \ r ay .

Ma t t hew  A rno ld  can  be  rega rded  as  one  o f  a  se r i es  o f

au tho rs  and  t h j - nke rs  who  p rov i ded  t he  ques t j - ons ,  t he  agenda

and  some  o f  t he  raw  ma te r i a l - s  f o r  Lone rgan ' s  o r rn  t h i nk i ng

and  w r i t i - ng .  A rno ld  i s  no t  a  t echn j , ca l  t h i nke r  and  he  i s  d i s -

t r us t f u l  o f  s ys tems  and  sys tem-make rs .  Lone rgan  i s  a  t echn i ca l

and  sys tema t j - c  t h i nke r .  Read ing  A rno ld  i s  r a the r  L i ke  ca t ch ing

occas iona l  g l impses  o f  Lone rgan ' s  d i a r y  o r  no te -book :  we  do

no t  f i nd  a  sys tema t i c  o r  e l abo ra ted  ou t l i ne  bu t  t he  ske t ch

o f  a n  i d e a ,  a  b r i e f  c l u e  o n  a t t i t u d e s  o r  o v e r a l f  d i r e c t i o n ,

o r  poss j . bJ - y  a  po in te r  t o  t he  ques t i ons  t ha t  need  t o  be  t ack l ed .

f  an  sugges t i ng  t ha t  Lone rgan ' s  deb t  t o  A rno fd  i s  mo re  pe r -

vas i ve  t han  has  so  f a r  been  a rgued .  I t  i s  no t  a  t hes i s  I  am

i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  j u s t i f y  b y  d e t a i l e d  r e f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  t h e r e

a re  nany  h i n t s  and  nudges  f r om the  pages  o f  A rno ld t s  va r i ous

e s s a y s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e r e  i s  A r n o l d ' s  m o s t  p r o f o u n d  b e l i e f

- -  i t  i s  f undamen ta l  t o  a1 I  h i s  t h i nk i ng  - -  t ha t  t he  so lu t i on

to  t he  p rob fems  he  d i agnoses  i s  t o  be  f ound  i n  a  r enewed  p ro -

g ram o f  i nwa rdness ;  t ha t  an  unde rs tand ing  o f  wha t  j - s  w i t h i n

m a n  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  l i e s  w i t h o u t ,

o f  t he  ex te rna l ,  man -made  wo r l d ;  and  t ha t  t h i s  t u rn  t o  t he

s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  m a r k  o f  m o d e r n i t y . q s  M o r e o v e r ,  A r n o l d  f e a r s

the  uncommj - t t ed  i n t e l l ec t .  He  be f j - eves  i n  en l i gh tened  commi t -

men t ,  and  asse r t s  t ha t  pe rsona l  and  soc ia l  t r ans fo rma t i on

i - s  t he  key  t o  1 :e r sona l  and  soc iaLg row th  t owa rds  pe r f ec t i on . s0

We have  he re ,  i n  a  gene ra l  way ,  much  o f  wha t  Lone rgan  s tands

fo r .  I  be l i eve  i t  w i l l  emerse  t ha t  A rno l , d  i s  an  imoo rcanc
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in f l uence  on  Lone rgan ' s  t hough t ,  i ndeed  a  sem ina l  i n f l uence ,

sowinq seeds that  Lonergan cul t ivates and br ings to matur i ty

i n  h i s  own  t echn i ca l  and  sys tema t i c  f ash ion .
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FOUNDATIONS OF ETHICS

wi l l iam E.  Murn ion

Ramapo ColIege of New Jersey

The perenniaJ- dispute over the foundations of ethics

show that to establ ish satisfactory foundations may not be

as  s imp le  as  one,  two,  th ree .  S t i l l ,  i t  nay  be  as  s imp le  as

one,  two,  four ,  e igh t .  That  i s ,  i t  may be  as  s imp le  as  es tab-

l i sh ing ,  f l r s t ,  the  or ig in  o f  foundat ions l  second ly ,  the  sup-

por t  f rom the  foundat ions  fo r  bo th  mora l i t y  and e th ics ;  th i rd ly t

the  se t  o f  four  ques t ions  to  be  answered on  each o f  these

Ieve ls ;  and,  f ina l l y ,  the  se t  o f  e igh t  c lasses  o f  i ssues  pro-

duced by the combination of the two levels of moral i ty and

ethics with the four kinds of guestions to be ans!{ered on

each leve l - .  These are  the  foundat ions ,  I  sha l I  con tend,  tha t

are  necessary  and su f f i c ien t  fo r  e th ics .

1 .  The Or iq in  o f  the  Foundat ions

Nei ther  the  necess i ty  nor  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  es tab l i sh lng

foundations for ethics can be either presumed or denied without

begg ing  the  ques t ion .  To  presume the  poss ib i l i t y  wou ld  deny

any necess i ty ,  jus t  as  to  p resume the  necess i ty  wou ld  deny

the  poss ib i l i t y .  Dogmat ism and skept ic ism hrou ld  be  equa l ly

presunptuous  and fu t i le .  For  i t  wou ld  be  jus t  as  p resumptuous

(and,  there fore ,  fu t i . Ie )  to  th ink  the  ques t ion  o f  foundat ions

for  e th ics  cou ld  be  answered mere ly  by  a r t i cu la t ing  the  ra -

t iona l  imp l ica t ions  o f  the  se l f -ev ident  poss ib i l i t y  o f  mora l i t y

as  i t  wou ld  be  to  th ink ,  on  the  cont ra ry ,  tha t  1 t  must  be

answered by demonstrat j-ng a self-evident foundation in ethics

fo r  the  ra t iona l i t y  o f  mora l i t y .

The fo rmer  pos i t ion ,  dogmat ism,  wou ld  e l im ina te  any  need

for  e th ics  by  presuming tha t  the  ra t iona l i t y  o f  mora l i t y  was

so obvious in appearance and so univocal in interpretat ion

that there coufd be no need for any expl i .cj- t  and del iberate

reflect ion -- at least none beyond the everyday, common-sense

eva lua t ion  imp l ic i t  in  mora l j - t y  i t se l - f  to  es tab l i sh  i t s

inherent  ra t iona l i t y .  Bu t  th is  wou ld  p resune a  degree o f  un i -

fo rmi ty  in  mora l i t y  and o f  unan imi ty  in  i t s  eva lua t ion  unknown

in  a  modern  and p lu ra l i s t i c  soc ie ty .  D isagreement  about  the

nature  and the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  mora l i t y  i s  today  so  endemic

as to have to be resolved, j-n practice, by a tolerance for

whatever behavj.or is not expressly prohibited by law and,
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in  t heo ry ,  by  t he  l i be ra l  po l i c y  o f  t o l e rance  be fo re  t he  l aw

o f  r ^ rha teve r  behav io r  does  no t  cons t i t u t e  a  c l ea r  and  p resen t

pub l i c  dange r .  A  rno ra l  code  becomes  i n  t h i s  con tex t  no th i ng

bu t  a  p r i va te  op t i on .  And  e th i cs  t akes  t he  f o rm  o f  a  skep t i ca l .

me tae th i cs ,  ou t  t o  a rgue  t ha t  such  an  op t i , on  has  no th i ng  f o r

a  f ounda t i on  bu t  emo t i on .  Unde r  t he  c i r cums tances ,  i t  wou ld

be  f u t i l e  as  we l l  as  p resump tuous  t o  ac t  as  i f  t he  r a t i ona l i t y

o f  mo ra l i t y  needed  no  exp l i c i t  and  me thod i ca l  j u s t i . f i ca t i on .

B u t  s k e p t i c i s m ,  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i s  n o  b e t t e r  o f f .  F o r
j . t  wou ld  p resume  tha t  t he  l ack  o f  a  se f f - ev i den t  j us t i f i ca t i on

fo r  mo ra l i t y  t ha t  i s ,  t he  ev i dence  o f  a  need  f o r  e th i cs

to  j us t i f y  t he  ra t i ona l i t y  o f  mo raJ . i t y  demons t ra ted  t he

i n p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e v e r  g i v i n g  i t  a n y  j u s t i f i c a t j - o n  a t  a I L

Th i s  wou ld  be  t o  f o rge t  t ha t  mo ra l  d i sco rd  and  mora l  f a i l u re ,

t hough  t he l '  have  been  endem ic  and  pe renn ia l ,  have  neve r  suc -

ceeded  i n  be ing  condoned  o r  j us t i f i ed ,  p rac t i ca l l y  o r  t heo re t i -

ca I l y .  A lways  and  eve rywhe re ,  no t  j us t  i n  t he  mode rn  Wes te rn

h ro r l d ,  mo ra l  i dea l s  have ,  i ndeed ,  exceeded  mora l -  ach ievemen ts ,

w i t hou t  eve r  I ead ing ,  howeve r ,  t o  t he  be l i e f  t ha t  mo ra l i t y

i s  t he re fo re  i J - l uso ry .  The  reac t i on  has  been  ra the r  t o  p romo te

and  sa fegua rd  mora l i t y  a l l  t he  more  v i go rous l y .

T h i s  e f f o r t  t a k e s  t h e  f o r m  l e s s  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  j u s t i f i c a -

t i on  t han  o f  p ragma t i c  en fo r cemen t .  Ma tu re  and  respons ib l e

adu l t s  do  t r y  t o  f i gu re  ou t  wha t  t o  do  i n  each  case ,  and  t hey

ho ld  eve ryone  e l se  respons ib l e  f o r  do ing  t he  same  - -  excep t . ,

o f  cou rse ,  f o r  ch i l - d ren ,  who  a re  p resumed  t o  be  t he  respons i -

b i l i t y  o f  t he  adu l t s  who  ca re  f o r  t hem,  and  t he  j - nsane ,  who

a re  pu t  unde r  t he  ca re  o f  t he  adu l t s  who  become  respons ib l e

fo r  t he rn .  Con t rac t s  f o rma l i ze  i n  impo r tan t  t r ansac t i ons  t he

mu tua l  accoun tab i l - i t y  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  eve ry  exchange  i n

d a i l y  L i f e .

T h i s  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  h o l d s  n o t  o n l y  o n  t h e  i n d i v j d u a l

and  t he  p r i va te  l eve l ;  i t  i s  t r ue  on  t he  pub l i c  and  soc ia l

I eve l  as  we1 I .  Commun i t i es  cons i s t  o f  members  w i t h  common

c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e s e  c o n c e p -

t i ons ,  t hey  emp loy  sanc t i ons ,  bo th  r ewa rds  and  pun i shmen ts ,

f o r c i b l e  as  we l - l -  as  pe rsuas i ve ;  and  w i t hou t  t hese  sanc t i ons

they  cou ld  no t  hope  t o  endu re ,  much  I ess  t o  p rospe r  o r  p ro -

g r e s s .  F r o m  t h i s  i n t e r l o c k i n g  w e b  o f  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i t i t i e s

no rms  l eg i t im i z i ng  sanc t i ons ,  sanc t i ons  en fo r c i ng  no rms
- -  t h e  t e x t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  w o v e n .
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The tac i t  ra t iona l i t y  o f  th is  everyday  mora l i t y  i s  the

source  o f  the  very  concept ion  o f  ra t iona l i t y  as  a  p rac t ica l

ach ievement .  Wi thout  j - t ,  there  cou ld  no t  even be  such a  th ing

as  immora l i t y .  Because o f  i t ,  the  need fo r  e th ics  to  jus t l f y

the  ra t iona l i t y  o f  mora l i t y  does  no t  mean tha t  e th lcs  must

somehow lend mora l i t y  a  ra t iona l i t y  i t  lacks  on  i t s  own.  I t

means on ly  tha t  e th ics  must  exp l i ca te  the  ra t iona l i t y  a l ready

impl ic i t  in  the  mora l i t y  o f  everyday  l i fe .

I f ,  there fore ,  bo th  dogmat ism and skept ic ism are  un founded,

l rha t  i s  the  or ig in  o f  the  foundat ions  o f  e th ics?  The gues t ion

i tse l f .  For  i f  rnora l i t y  i s  ne i ther  unquest ionab le  nor  indefen-

s ib1e,  i t  must  be  ques t ionab le  and de fens ib le .  The or ig in

of ethics is the question, Do vre know what we ought to do?

And the  answer  to  tha t  c rues t ion  is  the  de fense o f  the  ra t iona l -

i t y  o f  mora l i t y .

The question, Do we know what we ought to do? arises

wi th in  mora l i t y  i t se l f .  I t  i s  imp l ic i t  in  every  respons ib le

ac t ,  fo r  a  respons ib le  ac t ion  is  one in  wh ich  we f i rs t  want

to know and then decide we do know what we ought to do. The
quest ion  becomes expJ- ic i t ,  however ,  when we face  a  mora l  c r i s is :

when we do not know what to do to act responsibly. The thought

may then occur that i f  we donot know what to do in one case,

we may not real ly know what to do in any case. f f  we pursue

the  answer  to  tha t  ques t ion ,  rde  are  a t  the  or ig in  o f  e th ics .

When Meno reaL ized tha t  h is  ignorance about  the  mean ing  o f
piety betrayed an ignorance about the nature of knowJ.edge

as weI I ,  he  was ready  to  jo in  Socra tes  in  h is  gues t  fo r  the

kind of knowledge necessary to know what was good.

The gues t  fo r  e th ics  in  Western  ph j - losophy has  fo l lowed
two t ra i l s .  Rat iona l - i s ts  have sought  i t  where  the  mind  neets
the  mean ing  o f  be ing ,  in  the  wonder  a t  the  or ig in  o f  metaphy-
s ics ,  in  the  be l ie f  in  the  specu la t i ve  rea lm.  r rFor  i t  i s  owing
to  wonder r "  Ar is to t le  sa id ,  " tha t  men both  now beg in  and a t
f i rs t  began to  ph i losoph ize . "  r  Jus t  as  a  c r i . s is  in  specu la t i ve
knowledge in  sc ience or r  more  genera l l y ,  in  the  e f fo r t

to understand the nature of the world about us -- may precipi-

ta te  an  exp l i c i t  and method ica l  cons idera t ion  o f  whether  we
rea11y do  know the  cond i t ions  fo r  unders tand ing  the  na ture

o f  the  wor . Id ,  so  a  c r is is  in  p rac t ica l  knowledge - -  in  mora l i t y ,

tha t  i s ,  in  the  e f fo r t  to  unders tand what  we ought  to  do  - -

may prec ip i ta te  an  exp l i c i t  and method ica l  cons idera t i .ons

of whether we real1y do know the condit ions for understanding
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wha t  we  ough t  t o  do .  Fo r  r a t i ona l i s t s ,  t he re fo re ,  e th j - cs  i s

t o  mo ra l i t y  as  me taphys i cs  i s  t o  sc i ence :  t he  re f l ec t i ve  and

medj-ate counterpart  of  a d i rect  and immedj-ate form of  know-

l edge  - -  i n  t he  f o rmer  case ,  p rac t i ca l ;  i n  t he  l a t t e r ,  specu la -

t i ve .  And  bo th  p rac t i ca l  and  specu la t i ve  know ledge ,  whe the r

d i r ec t  and  immed ia te  o r  r e f l ec t i ve  and  med ia te ,  t hey  be l i eve ,

a re  un i t ed  u l t ima te l y  i n  t he  abo r i g i na l  wonde r  o f  t he  m j -nd

be fo re  t he  p rospec t  o f  be ing .  Th i s  i s  t he  l egacy  t o  Wes te rn

ph i l osophy  o f  P la to ' s  ex tens ion  o f  Soc ra tes '  ques t  f o r  a  f oun -

da t i on  f o r  e th i cs  i n t o  a  ques t  f o r  t he  f ounda t i on  o f  me ta -

phys i cs .  Beh ind  t he  mask  o f  t he  cood  r r r as  Be ing  i t se l f .  Thus ,

on l y  by  es tab l i sh i ng  t he  cond i t i ons  f o r  know ing  t he  mean ing

o f  be ing ,  P Ia to  be l i eved ,  cou ld  we  d i scove r  t he  cond i t i ons

fo r  know ing  t he  bas i s  f o r  ac t i on .  Th i s  i s  t he  i dea l i s t ,  t he

abso lu t i s t ,  t he  t r anscenden ta l ,  t he  deon to l og i ca l  - -  t he  f o rma l
- -  concep t i on  o f  t he  o r i g i n  o f  e th i cs .

The  a l t e rna t i ve  app roach  i s  t he  emp i r i c i s t .  F rom th i s

v i ewpo in t ,  t he  o r i g i n  o f  e th i cs  i s  t o  be  f ound ,  no t  i n  t he

m ind ,  bu t  i n  t he  wo r l d  - -  i n  t he  p rob lems  i t  p resen t s  t o  t he

m ind .  The  emp i r i c i s t  does  no t  deny  t ha t  t o  ou r  p rac t i ca l  con -

cern about how to cope wi th these probl_ens there corresponds

a  t heo re t i ca l  conce rn  abou t  t he  na tu res  o f  t he  t h i ngs  p rov i d i ng

them,  bu t  f o r  t he  e rnp i r i c j - s t  t h i s  t heo re t i ca l  conce rn  f unc t i ons

w i t h i n  a  p ragma t i c  f r amework  and  ab ides  by  t he  same  p ragma t i c

c r i t e r i on  o f  t r u t h  as  ou r  p rac t i ca l  conce rn .  "Expe r i ence  be -

c o m e s  a n  a f f a i r , "  J o h n  D e w e y  s a i d ,  " p r i m a r i l y  o f  d o i u g . "  2

So  i f  t he  o r i g i ns  o f  Wes te rn  ph i l osophy  a re  t o  be  f ound  i n

t he  a t t emp t  t o  d i scove r  i n  me taphys i cs  a  f ounda t i on  f o r  e th i cs ,

t he  end  has  been  t he  a t t emp t  t o  expand  t he  f ounda t i ons  o f

e t h i c s  i n t o  a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  m e t a p h y s i c s . '  F r o m  t h i s  p e r s p e c -

t j - ve ,  t he  f ounda t i on  o f  e th i cs  j . s  t he  i n f i n i t e  p rob lema t i c i t y

o f  t he  wo r l d  we  l i ve  i n .  And  me taphys i cs  has  t he  co r respond -

i ng  t ask  o f  e l abo ra t i ng  t he  asymp to t j . c  cond i t i ons  f o r  t h i ngs

to  have  t he  uses  t o  wh i ch  we  f j - nd  we  can  pu t  t hem.  Th i s  i s

t he  rea l i s t ,  t he  na tu ra l i s t ,  t he  p ragma t i c ,  t he  i ns t r umen ta l -

i s t ,  t he  consequen t i a l i s t  t he  subs tan t i ve  concep t t on

o f  t he  f ounda t i on  o f  e th i cs .

T h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  e t h i c s  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

f r o m  e i t h e r  a  r a t i o n a l i s t  o r  a n  e m p i r i c i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e
ques t i on  o f  how  and  whe the r  we  know  wha t  we  ough t  t o  do -  Bu t

by  a t t end ing  on l y  t o  t he  wonde r  o f  t he  m ind  be f . o re  t he  p ros -

pec t  o f  be ing ,  r a t i ona l i sm  has  exagge ra ted  t he  sub jec t i v i t y



FOUNDATIONS

o f  t he  o r i g i n  o f  t he  e th i ca l  ques t ,  as  i t  has  a l so  ove res t i -

mated the prospects for  the conclusion of  the quest  by locat ing

i t  i n  a  ch ime r i ca l  v i s i on  o f  t he  mean ing  o f  be ing .  Ye t  emp i r i -

c l sm  has ,  by  con t ras t ,  exagge ra ted  t he  ob jec t i v i ' t y  o f  t he

o r i g i ns  o f  e th j . c s  by  a t t end ing  on l y  t o  t he  p rob lema t i c i t y

o f  eve ryday  I i f e ,  wh l l e  i t  has  a l so  unnecessa r i l y  abandoned

the  p rospec t s  f o r  unde rs tand ing ,  specu la t i ve  as  we l l  as  p rac t i -

cal ,  by reducing the funct ion of  knowledge to the discovery

of  the use rather than the nature of  the wor ld.

The  f ounda t i on  o f  e th i cs  mus t  be  bu i l t ,  t he re fo re ,  on

the dia lect ic  between wonder and problem at  the or ig in of

knowledge and between the meani-ng of  being and the funct ion

of  the wor ld at  the end.  This both preserves the centra l  in-

pu l se  and  e l " i n i na tes  t he  one -s i dedness  o f  e i t he r  r a t i ona l i sn

o r  emp i r i c i sm .  I t  i s ,  mo re  impo r tan t l y '  a l so  f a i t h f u l  t o  t he

o r i g i ns  o f  e th i cs  f r om a  c r i s i s  i n  mo ra l i t y  and  congen ia l

to the i -nterminabi l i ty  of  the conseguent quest  for  a foundat ion

fo r  i t s  r a t i ona l i t y .  Ne i t he r  i n  t he  m ind  by  i t se l f  no r  i n

t he  wo r l d  by  i t se l f  j . s  t he  o r i g i n  o f  e th i cs  t he re fo re  t o  be

found. I t  is  to be found in the dia lect ic  betvteen the mind

and the wor ld that  generates the quest ion,  Do l te know what

we ought to do?

The  dua l  pe rspec t i ve  f r om wh i ch  t h i s  s i ng le  ques t i on

a r i ses ,  howeve r ,  means  t ha t  t he re  a re  two  l eve I s  on  wh i ch

i t  mus t  be  answered ,  t he  l eve l s  o f  mo ra l i t y  and  o f  e th i cs .

2 .  The  Leve l s  o f  Mo ra l i t v  and  E th i cs

The  mora l  p robLem a r i ses ,  as  we  have  seen ,  on  t he  l eve l

of  d i rect  understanding,  where we are concerned wi th the con-

crete and immediate issue of  knowj-ng what we ought to do in

pa r t i cu l a r  cases .  On  t he  l eve l -  o f  r e f l ec t i ve  unde rs tand ing ,

where we are concerned wi th the abstract  and mediate issue

of the general  condi t ions for  knowing what we ought to do,

t he  ques t i on  recu rs  as  an  e th i ca l  p rob lem.

2 . ' l  .  The  Leve l  o f  Mo ra l  Ana l vs i s

on  t he  l eve l  o f  mo ra l  ana l - ys i s ,  ou r  conce rn  i s  w i t h  bas i c

va lues .  These  a re  t he  va lues  necessa ry  f o r  t he  pu rsu i t  o f

o the r  va l ues .  They  a re  t he  cond i t i ons  necessa ry  f o r  t he  es tab -

l ishment of  the basic set  of  re lat ionships between the moral

agen t  and  t he  ob jec t s  o f  one ' s  ac t i v i t y .  These  ob iec t s  a re

nature,  to which the agent must  adapt for  the sake of  surv ival ;

4 3
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the  se l f ,  f o r  wh i ch  t he  agen t  mus t  deve lop  an  i den t i t y  t o

become  happy ;  soc i e t y ,  wh i ch  t he  agen t  needs  f o r  t he  pu rsu i t

o f  p rog ress i  and  be ing  i t se l f ,  f r om  wh i ch  t he  agen t  de r i ves

the  i nsp i r a t i on  t o  seek  au tonomy .  Su rv i va l ,  happ iness ,  p rog ress ,

and  au tonomy  a re ,  t he re fo re ,  ou r  bas i c  va l ues .  W i t hou t  t hese

va l - ues  no  o the r  va l ues  a re  a t t a i nab le .

Mo ra l i t y  emerges  f r om the  responses  we  make  t o  t he  cha l -

l enges  f r om the  env i r onmen t  t o  t hese  va lues .  By  deve lop ing

the  ab i l i t y  t o  pe rce i ve  and  mee t  t he  cha l l enges ,  r t r e  conve r t

p robJ .ems  i n to  oppo r tun i t i e s .  We  l ea rn  wha t  we  ough t  t o  do .

Economy  enab les  us  t o  su r v i ve ,  cu l t u re  t o  seek  happ iness ,

soc ie t y  t o  f os te r  p rog ress ,  and  re l i g i on  o r  ph i l osophy ,  as

the  case  may  be ,  t o  deve lop  au tonomy .  Mo ra l i t y  i s ,  t he re fo re ,

wha t  i s  d i s t i nc t i ve  abou t  human  ex i s t ence .

By  con t ras t ,  immora l i t y  i s  obv ious l y  wha teve r  t h rea tens

ou r  ex i s t ence  i n  any  o f  i t s  r am i f i ca t i ons .  I t  a r i ses  f r om

a  f a i l u re  t o  d i sce rn  t he  s i gn i f i cance  o f  a  c r i s i s  p resen ted

by  t he  env i r onmen t ;  i t  cons i s t s  i . n  a  f a i l u re  t o  l ea rn  how

to  conve r t  t he  p rob lem p resen ted  by  t he  c r i s i s  i n t o  an  oppo r_

tun i t y ;  i t  r esu l t s  i n  a  f a i l u re  t o  enhance  t he  chances  f o r

su rv i va l ,  happ iness ,  p rog ress ,  o r  au tonomy .  The  consequence

i s  t ha t  t hese  va lues  come  to  seem fu t i l e ,  t he  means  t o  ach ieve

them i l l u so ry ,  t he  env i r onmen t  hos t i r e .  To  t he  ex ten t  immora l -

i t y  becomes  p reva len t ,  1 j . f e  becomes  " so l i t a r y ,  poo r ,  nasEy ,
b ru t i sh ,  and  sho r t .  "

Thus  mora l j . t y  and  immora l i t y  a re  ma t t e r s  o f  I i f e  and
dea th .  They  a re  no t  ex t r aneous  t o  o rd i na ry  l i v i ng ,  no r  a re

they  e i t he r  a rb j . t r a r y  o r  se l f - se r v i ng  eva lua t i ons  o f  human
ac t i ons -  They  rep resen t  t he  imp r i c i t  assessmen t  o f  t he  success

o r  f a i l u re  o f  ou r  e f f o r t s  t o  ach ieve  t he  va l - ues  \ " r i t hou t  ! , r h i ch
l i f e  i s  imposs ib l e .  Mo ra l i t y  i s  r a t i ona l i t y  i n  t he  conc re te ;
i nmora l i t y ,  i r r a t i ona l i t y .

2 . 2 .  T h e  L e v e l  o f  E t h i c a l  A n a l v s i s

E th i ca l  p rob lems  a r i se  on  t he  l eve I  o f  r e f l ec t : . on

when  we  a re  conce rned  w i t h  t he  abs t rac t  and  med i . a te  gues t i on

o f  t he  gene ra l  cond i t i ons  f o r  know ing  wha t  we  ough t  t o  do .
Th i s  k i nd  o f  ques t i on  a r i ses ,  as  l r e  have  seen ,  f r om  a  c r i s i s
on  t he  reve l  o f  mo ra r i t y .  As  mora r - i . t y  i s  t he  sou rce  and  ob jec t

o f  e th i cs ,  e th i cs  i s  t he  va l i da t i on  and  f ounda t i on  o f  mo ra r i t y .
Bu t  on  t he  l eve l  o f  mo ra l i t y ,  t he  ques t i on  o f  mo ra l  know ledge

a r i s e s  o n l y  i m p l i c i t l y ,  i n s o f a r  a s  m o r a l i t y ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o
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i ns t inc t ,  imp l ies  the  capac i ty  fo r  ingu i ry  and c r i t i ca l  re f lec -

t ion ,  the  prerequ is i tes  o f  respons ib le  ac t ion .  The focus  o f

our attention i-s, however, upon what is to be doner not upon

how and whether we know how to do j ' t .  This question arises

exp l i c i t l y  on ly  when there  is  a  mora l  c r i s is :  when,  in  fac t t

we do not know what to do. Then we have to ask how and perhaps

whether  we ac tua l l y  know what  to  do ,  and e th ics  beg ins .

Th is  k ind  o f  ques t ion  can ar ise  fo r  a  par t i cu la r  ind iv i -

dua l ,  fo r  an  en t i re  soc ie ty ,  o r  fo r  the  wor ld  a t  1arge .  For

the  ind iv idua l ,  i t  a r i ses  when one fa l l s  ou t  o f  s tep  b t i th

soc ie ty .  Quest ion ing  convent iona l  mora l i t y  on  a  par t i cu la r

issue or  se t  o f  i ssues  leads  one to  sh i f t  f rom the  d i rec t

and prac t ica l  cons ideraL ion  o f  what  i s  to  be  done - -  on  the

assumption that, of course, everyone knows how to sett le such

quest ions  to  a  re f lec t i ve  and theore t ica l  cons idera t ion

of  the  cogn i t i ve  assumpt ions  under ly ing  convent iona l  norms.

One becomes a  soc ia l  c r l t i c  w i th  the  ambj . t ion  o f  becoming

a soc ia l  re fo rmer .  Th is  was the  tack  Socra tes  took ,  and '  fo1-

J -owing  PIa to ,  i t  became,  a t  Ieas t  un t i l  recent ly ,  the  normal

course  o f  academic  e th ics .  Convent iona l  mora l i t y  may as  a

resu l t  become a  l i t t le  rnore  re f ined or  soph is t i ca ted ,  bu t

in  i t s  p resuppos i t ions  or  i t s  p rescr ip t ions  i t  usua l l y  remains

e s s e n t i a l l y  u n a f f e c t e d .

Somet imes,  though,  a  s ing le  d j -ssenter  i s  to  typ ica l ,

so  ar t i cu la te ,  so  povrer fu l ,  tha t  the  ind iv idua l ' s  ques t ion

becomes an  en t i re  soc ie ty 's .  The soc ia l  p ro tes t  the  c r i t i c

vo ices ,  the  soc ia l  fo rces  one un leashes ,  overcome the  counter -

va i l ing  fo rces  o f  the  s ta te .  Confuc ius  and Buddha;  Moses,

Jesus ,  Mohammed;  Lu ther ,  Ca lv in ,  and Zwing l i ;  Hutcheson,  Wi I -

l iams,  Penn i  Marx  and Gandh i  were  a I I  p rophets ,  char ismat ic

Ieaders ,  who prec ip i ta ted  a  recons idera t ion  and a  recons t i tu -

t ion  o f  the  mean ing  o f  hunan ex is tence.  They  became,  in  e f fec t

i f  no . t  a lways  in  in ten t ,  the  founders  o f  new soc ie t ies .  The

ethj.c they exempli f ied and preached their personal style

and approach to  mora l i t y  the i r  fo l lowers  cod i f ied  in to

an e th ics  an  in tegra l  and de ta i led  program fo r  hand l ing

l i fe 's  p rob lems and recons t i tu t ing  the  bases  o f  soc ie ty .

But  the  e th ica l  ques t ion  may sweep over  severa l  soc ie t ies

a t  once.  V{ar  o r  migra t ion  may sudden ly  shat te r  the  fabr ic

o f  in te rna t iona l  re la t ions .  More  gradua l ly ,  exp lo ra t ionr  corn-

merce. and cultural exchange may undermine the hubris of any

soc ie ty  to  have cons t i tu ted  i t se l f  the  " las t ,  bes t  hope"  o f

humank ind .  As  anomie  th rea tens  to  annuL law and order ,  soc ie ty
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may  ve rge  on  a  r e tu rn  t o  a  Hobbes ian  s ta te  o f  na tu re .  Fo rce

and  f ea r  can  t hen  pa ra l yze  no t  j us t  ac t i on  bu t  r eason  i t se l f .

I n  t he  even t ,  mo ra l i t y  can  no  l onge r  be  t he  ma t r i x  f o r  t he

c rys ta l l i za t i on  o f  r eason  i n t o  e th i cs .  Then  t he  t ask  f o r  e th i cs

becones ,  no t  s imp l y  a  c r i t i que  o f  soc i a l  conven t i ons ,  no r
j us t  t he  cons t i t u t i on  o f  t he  bases  f o r  a  new  soc j - e t y ,  bu t
j . t  mus t  be  t he  c rea t i on  o f  a  r enewed  f a i t h  i n  t he  poss ib i l i t y

and  power  o f  r a t i onaL i t y  i n  soc ia l  I j - f e .

The re  a re ,  t hen ,  two  l eve l s  o f  ana l ys i s ,  mo ra l  and  e th i ca l .

On  e i t he r  1eve l  t he re  can  be  c r i ses .  On  t he  mora l ,  l e ve l ,  t hey

a r i se  f r om env j , r onmen ta l  cha l J . enges  t o  t he  rea l i za t i on  o f

ou r  bas i c  va l ues :  su r v i va l ,  happ iness ,  p rog ress ,  and  au tonomy .

On  t he  e th i ca l  J -eve1 ,  t hey  a r i se  f r om a  susp i c i on  i n  va r i ous

s i t ua t i ons  t ha t  conven t i ona l  mo ra l i t y  may  no t  be  up  t o  t he

task  o f  cop ing  w i t h  t hese  cha l l enges .  The re fo re ,  wh i l e  t he

func t i on  o f  mo ra l i t y  i s  t o  1ea rn ,  d i r ec t l y  and  immed ia te l y ,

wha t  t o  do  abou t  c r i ses  p resen ted  by  t he  env i r onmen t ,  t he

func t i on  o f  e th i cs  i s  t he  re fLec t i ve  and  med ia te  t ask  o f  l ea rn -

i ng  wha t  t o  do  abou t  c r i ses  a r i s i ng  i n  mo raL i t y .

3 .  K i nds  o f  Ques t i on

To know what we ought to do,  however,  we make take lnto

cons ide ra t i on  no t  j us t  t he  mora l  and  t he  e th i ca l  l e ve l s  o f

ana l ys i s .  We  mus t  a l so  be  ab le  t o  answer  t he  k i nds  o f  ques t j - on

tha t  can  a r i se  on  e i t he r  l eve l .  These  ques t i ons  a re  o f  f ou r

k i nds .  They  co r respond  bo th  t o  t he  k i nds  o f  t h i ngs  s re  $ ran t

to know and to the ways we get  to know them.

The determj.nat ion of  the quest ions by the th ings r . re srant .

to know is an approach vre ovre to Ar istot l -e.  To get  to know

a  f ac t ,  he  sa id ,  we  ask  whe the r  x  happened  t o  y ;  t o  l ea rn

the  reason  f o r  i t ,  we  ask  why  i t  happened .  A t  t he  same  t ime ,

s imp l y  t o  d i scove r  t he  ex i s t ence  o f  some th ing  we  ask  i f  y

ex i s t s ,  and  we  ask  wha t  y  i s  t o  ge t  t o  unde rs tand  i - t s  na tu re .

r n  t he  answers  t o  t hese  gues t i ons  know ledge  cons i s t s .  A r i s t o t r e

i l l u s t r a ted  h i s  po in t  v r i t h  t he  examp le  o f  an  ecJ . i pse  o f  t he
s u n  I  T a b 1 e  1 ] .

Bes ides  t he  comp lemen ta r i t y  be tween  t he  ques t i ons  o f
f ac t  and  reason  and  t he  ques t i ons  o f  ex i s t ence  and  na ru re ,

t he re  i s  a l so  a  d i . a l ec t i c  be tween  t he  ques t i - ons  o f  f ac t  and
ex i s t ence ,  be t l r een  t he  ques t i ons  o f  r eason  and  na tu re ,  and
be tween  t hese  t r / r o  se t s  o f  ques t i ons  as  we I1 .  We  canno t  ask
i f  x  i s  happen ing  t o  y  un less  we  know  y  ex i s t s ,  bu t  we  a re
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Table 1

T h i n q s T o K n o w

Fact :  The sun is  be ing
ec l ipsed.

Reason/Cause: The moon
is coming between the sun
and the earth.

Nature :  A  so la r  ec l ipse
is the obscuring of the
sun or darkening of the
ear th  because o f  the  in -
terposit lon of the moon.

Existence: Everything must
have a natural  explanat ion.

p romp ted  t o  ask  i f  y  ex i s t s  i f  some th ing  seems  t o  be  happen ing

to i t .  Otherwise hre could never get  to know, for  example,

abou t  an  ec l i pse .  To  dep i c t  t he  da rken ing  o f  t he  sun  as  an

ec l i pse  p resupposes  t ha t  such  an  even t  i s  t o  be  exp la i ned

and the explanat ion is  to be a natural  one.  We would not  be

p romp ted  t o  r ecogn i ze  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  an  ec l i pse ,  howeve r ,

unless we happened to see what appeared to be one.

L i kew i se ,  we  d i scove r  t he  na tu re  o f  some th ing  by  ask i ng

why th ings happen to i t  as they do,  and we use our grasp of

the meaning of  an event to expJ.ai .n the nature of  the th ings

invo l ved  i n  i t .  f n  t he  case  o f  an  ec l i pse ,  t h i s  means  t ha t

t o  g i ve  a  na tu ra l  exp lana t i on  f o r  i t ,  we  have  t o  d i - scove r

why the sun is  being obscured.  Having discovered,  though,

that  i t  is  because the moon j -s coming betv/een i t  and the earth,

we  have  t he  g rounds  f o r  de f i n i ng  t he  na tu re  o f  an  ec l i pse .

Moreover,  onJ-y by answer ing the mediate quest ions of

reason/cause and nature are we in a posi t ion to be sure about

the in i t ia l  answers bre gave to the immediate guest ions of

f ac t  and  ex i s t ence .  We  wou ld  no t ,  t ha t  i s ,  have  unde r take i i i

an  i nves t i ga t i on  i n t o  t he  cause  o f  t he  da rken ing  o f  t he  sun

o r  sough t  t o  de f i ne  i t  as  an  ec l i pse  un less  we  had  suspec ted

that  the darkening was indeed the k ind of  natural  event  that

could be cal-1ed an ecl ipse.  Yet  we woul-d not  be ent i t led to

res t  con ten t  w i t h  t ha t  be l i e f  i t  wou ld  r ema in  a  ma t t e r

o f  op in i on  and  no t  o f  s c i en t i f i c  knov r l edge  - -  un less  we  had

succeeded  i n  f i nd i ng  su f f i c i en t  ev i dence  t o  es tab l i sh  t ha t

that  was indeed the case and no other explanat ion was l ikely.
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Q u e s t i o n s T o B e A s k e d

I s  x  happen ing  t o  y ;
e . 9 . ,  I s  t h e  s u n  b e i n g
ec l i psed?

Why is i t  happening?

W h a t  i s  y ; ,  e . 9 . ,  a
s o l a r  e c l l p s e ?

I s  t he re  such  a  t h i ng
a s  y i  e . g .  ,  a  s o l a r
e c l i p s e ?
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Why  t h i s  se t  o f  ques t i ons  i s  bo th  necessa ry  and  su f f i c i en t

f o r  ga in i ng  know ledge  can  pe rhaps  be  made  c l ea re r  by  cons j - de r -

ing how they are required not  just  by what we want to knov, ,

bu t  by  how  we  ge t  t o  know  i t .  Th i s  i s  t he  app roach  t ha t  s i nce

Kan t  deve loped  i t  has  been  known  as  a  t r anscenden ta l  c r i t i que

o f  know ledge .  My  ana l ys i s  i s  based  more  immed i . a teJ - y ,  ho l r eve r ,

on  Be rna rd  Lone rgan t s  va r i a t i on  o f  t he  app roach .5

Upon  re f l ec t i on ,  i t  becomes  ev i den t  t ha t  know ledge  i s

t he  se l f - co r rec t i ve  p rocess  o f  I ea rn i ng .  I t  compr i ses  a  dy -

nam ic  s t r uc tu re  o r i g i na t i ng  i n  t he  i n t e rac t i on  be tween  wonde r

and  expe r i ence ,  con t i nu ing  t h rough  t he  rec i p roca t i on  o f  imag i -

na t i on  and  re f l ec t i on ,  and  t e rm ina t i ng  i n  v i r t ua l - J . y  uncond i -

t i oned  c l - a ims .  Each  o f  t he  f ou r  ope ra t i ons  i n  t h i s  dynam ic

s t r uc tu re  gene ra tes  a  spec i f i c  ques t j . on ,  and  each  mus t  be

answered  be fo re  a  cyc l e  o f  know ledge  i s  comp le te  l Tab le  2 ] .

Table 2

Ope ra t i ons

Expe r i ence

Imag ina t i on

Re f l ec t i on

Wonder

Ques t i ons

F a c t :  I s  x  h a p p e n i n g  t o  y ?

Reason /Cause :  Why  i s  i t
happen ing?

N a t u r e :  W h a t  i s  y ?

E x i s t e n c e :  I s  t h e r e  s u c h  a
t h i n g  a s  y ?

Wha teve r  we  know  i s ,  immed ia te l y ,  t he  p roduc t  o f  wha t

we  r , r an t  t o  know  abou t  t he  da ta  o f  expe r i ence .  Pay ing  a t t en t i on

to  t he  da ta  enab les  us ,  f i r s t ,  t o  pe rce i ve  t he  p rob lems  t hey

p resen t ,  and ,  second l y ,  t o  t r y  t o  imag ine  why  t hey  have  hap -

pened .  A t  t he  same  t ime ,  t he  impac t  o f  t he  da ta  upon  ou r  m inds

p romp ts  ug ,  f i r s t ,  t o  wonde r  i , f  t h i ngs  a re  as  t hey  appea r

to  be  and ,  second l - y ,  t o  r e f l ec t  whe the r  t hey  rea l l y  a re  as

we  imag ine  t hem to  be .  The  med ia t i ng  i n t e rac t i on  be tween  ima -

g ina t i on  and  re f l ec t i on  gene ra tes  f o r  r e f l ec t i on  con f i gu ra t i ons

o f image ry  ap t  t o  se t t l e  ou r  ques t i ons  abou t  t he  p rob lems  a r i s -

i ng  f r om expe r i ence ,  wh i - I e  r e f l ec t i on  s t imu la tes  t he  imag ina -

t i on  t o  seek  v r i t h i n  expe r i ence  f o r  t he  da ta  r e l evan t  and  su f f i -

c i en t  t o  gene ra te  t he  ap t  image ry .  A  success fu l  ou t come  e i t he r

con f i rms  o r  r e fu tes  t he  o r i g i na l  hypo thes i s  p roduced  by  t he
j . nmed ia te  d i a l ec t i c  be tween  wonde r  and  expe r i ence  and  enab les

a  de te rm ina t i on  o f  t he  f ac t s  acco rd i ng  t o  ou r  ou t l ook  upon

the  wo r l d .
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Although each cycle of  the process is  provis ional ly  com-

plete when, according to our l ights,  rve determine the facts

i n  a  pa r t i cu l a r  case ,  t he  p rocess  as  a  who le  i s  i n t e rm inab le

because of  the complementary inf in i tudes of  wonder and data.

We can always ra ise new quest ions,  and the data present new

prob lems .  L i kew i se ,  r , r e  can  a l so  imag ine  a l t e rna t i ve  exp lana -

t ions and reconsider the adeguacy of  the evidence for  any

of  them. So the process is  forever verging toward complet ion,

about th is or  that  issue and about the nature of  the wor ld

as a whole,  each operat ion provoking and compfement ing the

o the rs ,  bu t  w i t hou t  eve r  r each ing  pe r f ec t i on  o r  p rec l ud ing

the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  c r j - t i c i sm  o r  r ev i s i on .

Ye t  t h i s  se l f - co r rec t i ng  p rocess  o f  l ea rn i ng  i s  ne i t he r

chao t i c  no r  f r us t r a t i ng  no t  i n  any  i nd i v i dua l  case ,  no t

in the long run.  In each case,  temporal  and spat ia l  bounds

are imposed by the concreteness of  our personal  exper ience

and  t he  ex i gency  o f  f i nd i ng  p rac t i ca l  so l u t i ons  f o r  p ress i ng

p rob lems .  The  sea rch  f o r  a  so l u t i on  l eads  t he  rec i p roca t i ng

ac t i on  o f  imag ina t i on  and  re f l ec t i on  t o  r each  p rac t i ca l  c l o t u re

on  t he  answer  wa r ran ted  by  t he  ev i dence  p resen t l y  ava i l ab l e .

And  t he  dynam ism o f  wonde r ,  wh i l e  i t  i s  neve r  sa t i a t ed ,  can

be  sa t i s f i ed  t ha t ,  he re  and  now ,  enough  i - s  enough .

I n  t he  l ong  run ,  o f  cou rse ,  t he re  i s  t he  u rgency  and

the  sa t i s f ac t i on  o f  mee t i ng  t he  t r anscenden ta l  impe ra t i ves

imposed by wonder upon each of  the other operat ions of  know-

1edge.6 Be at tent ive to exper ience i f  you want to knon whether

x is  happening to y.  Be imaginat j -ve i f  you want to understand

vrhy i t  is  happening.  Be reasonable i f  you r . rant  to know what

y  r ea l l y  i s .  And  wonde r  i t se l f  i s  t he  t r anscenden ta l  impe ra t i ve ,

Ask  i f  you  wan t  t o  know  a t  a l l ;  i n  each  case ,  ask  i f  t he re

can  be  such  a  t h i ng .  The  g radua l ,  i f  f i t f u l ,  r ea l i za t i on  o f

t hese  impe ra t i ves  i s  t he  way  t o  w i sdom.

Wha t  a re  t he  imp l i ca t i ons  f o r  e th i cs  o f  t h i s  f r amework

o f  gues t j - on ing?  F i r s t ,  t he re  i s  t he  t r anscenden ta l  impe ra t i ve

fo r  t he  p rac t i ca l  o rde r ,  Be  respons ib l e .  Tha t  i s ,  f i nd  ou t

what you ought to do and do i t .7 For there is  no reason to

act  except on the basis of  knowledge. Whatever opportuni t ies

or obstacles we may encounter in our environment,  whatever

pleasures or  pains bre may expect  f rom responding to them,

whatever socia l  pressures may come to bear upon us,  they cannot

predetermine for  us what we ouqht to do.  They may determine

what we have to do,  but  i f  they do,  $re are not  responsible
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fo r  i t .  To  do  wha t  we  ouqh t  t o  do  requ i r es  know ledge .  Respon -

s i b l e  ac t i on  i s  a  consequence  o f  f i nd i ng  ou t  wha t  t o  do ,  dec id -

i ng  t o  do  i t ,  and  t hen  ac tua l l y  do ing  i t .

The  second  imp l i ca t i on  i s  t he  e f f ec t  o f  a  sense  o f  r espon -

s i b i l j . t y  upon  t he  adap ta t i on  t o  t he  p rac t i ca l  o rde r  o f  t he

se t  o f  f ou r  ques t i ons  necessa ry  f o r  know ledge .  Fac t s  become

cases ,  mak ing  t he  f i r s t  ques t i on ,  f s  x  wha t  I  shou ld  do  t o

y?  Reasons  become  va lues ,  so  t he  nex t  qubs t i on  i s ,  Why  shou ld

I  do  x  t o  y?  Na tu res  become  no rms ,  w j . t h  t he  co r respond ing

ques t i on  becom ing ,  Wha t  shou ld  f  r ea l l y  do  abou t  y?  And  t he

u l t ima te  i s sue  j - s  no t  ex i s t ence  bu t  goodness ,  l ead ing  t o  t he

ques t i on ,  I s  x  good  t o  do?  The  ou t come  i s  t he  deveJ .opmen t

w i t h i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a s  w e l L a s  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e

s e l f - c o r r e c t i v e  p r o c e s s  o f  l e a r n i n g  I T a b l e  3 J .

Ope ra t i ons

Expe r i ence

Imag ina t i on

Re f l ec t i on

wonder

T a b l e 3

Ques t i ons

Shou ld  I  do  x  t o  y?

Why should I  do x to y?

W h a t  r e a 1 1 y  i s  ( o r  I s  x
r e a 1 1 y )  t h e  t h i n g  t o  d o ?

f s  x  good?

O b i e c t s

Va . I ues

Norrns

Goodness

The  adap ta t i on  o f  t h i s  f r amework  t o  t he  p rac t i ca l  o rde r

has  imp l i ca t i ons  f o r  t he  sho r t  c yc l e  o f  dec id i ng  each  case

and  f o r  mo ra l  deve lopmen t  i n  t he  l ong  t e rm  as  we l l .  I n  dec id i ng

each  case ,  t he re  i s  a  d i a l ec t i c  be tween  t he  two  immed ia te
ques t i ons ,  be tween  t he  two  med ia te  ques t i ons ,  and  be tween

bo th  se t s  o f  ques t i ons .  We  wonde r  i f  x  i s  good  when  a  case

a r i ses  i n  wh i ch  we  a re  con f ron ted  w i t h  t he  ques t i on  whe the r

we  shou ld  do  x ,  and  we  cons ide r  x  a  poss ib l e  r esponse  i n  t he
case  i f  we  be l i eve  i t  may  be  good  t o  do .  Bu t  t o  answer  t hese
ques t i ons  we  f i r s t  have  t o  se t t l e  why  x  cou ld  be  good  f o r
y  a t  a I l  a n d  w h e t h e r  i n  t h i s  c a s e  x  i s  r e a l I y  t h e  t h i n g  t o
do .  Cn l y  i f  we  can  sa t i s f y  ou rse l ves  abou t  t he  va l - ue  o f  x

a n d  n o t  j u s t  i n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  a l l  t h i . n g s  c o n s i d e r e d  _ _  c a n
we  be  j us t i f j , ed  i n  dec id i ng  i t  j . s  a  good  and ,  unde r  t he  c i r cu rn_

s tances ,  t he  r i gh t  t h i ng  t o  do .  The  cyc l e  o f  p rac t i ca l  know ledge

i n  e a c h  c a s e  i s  s i m i l a r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  t h e  c y c l e  o f  t h e o r e t i - c a l

knowJ-edge for  each probJ.em.
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The imp l ica t ions  fo r  mora l  deve lopnent  a re  jus t  as  dec i -

sive. Because of the dialect ic between wonder and experience,

l{e are concerned in each case about what is good to do --

thus incorporating every responsible act into the noral realm

and Ieaving nothing to nere expediency or technical expert ise
- -  and we deve lop  th rough exper ience a  sense o f  respons ib i l i t y
- -  thus  a l low ing  fo r  bo th  the  inexper ience tha t  excuses  i r res-
pons ib i l i t y  in  the  young and the  prac t ice  o f  p lac ing  respons i -

b i l i t i es  upon peop le  o f  exper ience.  Because o f  the  d ia lec t i c
between imagination and ref lect ion, we can appreciate the
d i f fe rence be tween es tab l i sh ing  a  sca le  o f  va lues  in  the  ab-
stract and having to determine in the concrete the norms neces-
sary  fo r  assur ing  jus t i ce .  Thus ,  ca tegor ia l  impera t ives  and
a deonto log ica l  mora l i t y  a re  opera t ive  in  the  rea lm o f  va lues ,
r,ehere the guestion is one of understanding the ideal rela-
t ionsh ips  r igh ts  and du t ies  - -  be tween a  mora l  agent  and
the  agent 's  in te res ts .  But  in  the  rea lm o f  norms,  where  the
guest ion  is ,  ins tead,  one o f  es tab l i sh ing  the  concre te  cond i -
t ions  fo r  met ing  ou t  jus t i ce ,  hypothe t ica l  impera t ives  and
a consequent ia l - i s t  mora l i t y  a re  opera t ive .  F ina I ly ,  because
of the dialect ic between the two sets of operations, the imrned-
ia te  and the  med ia te ,  there  is  a  p r io r i t y  o f  mora l i t y  a t  the
beginning of moral development, when the impact of cases evokes
a sense o f  respons ib i l i t y ,  bu t  a t  the  end o f  mora l  deve lop-
nent, vrhen practice has been gained in choosing values and
estab l i sh ing  jus t i ce ,  e th ics  comes in to  i t s  o$rn  w i thout ,
however, a dichotomy ever arising between the two approaches.

Thus ,  the  app l ica t ion  to  the  prac t ica l  o rder  o f  the  f rame-
work of guestions operative in the dynamic structure of the
se l f -cor rec t ive  process  o f  learn j -ng  enab les  a  g rasp o f  the
cognit ive demands of each case and of moral development as
weI I .  We can see tha t  the  or ig ina l  gues t ion  o f  how we are
to knord what we ought to do dif ferentiates i tsetf into a set
of questions speci_f ic enough to be answered precisely. Combined
wi th  the  d is t inc t ion  be tween the  mora l  and the  e th ica l  reve ls ,
th is  se t  o f  ques t ions  y ie lds  two se ts  o f  four  c lasses  o f  i ssues .

4 .  The C lasses  o f  Issues

The f ina l  s tage in  es tab l i sh ing  the  foundat ions  o f  e th ics
is  to  c lass i fy  the  k inds  o f  e th ica l  i ssues .  Wi thout  a  f ramework
o f  c lass i f i ca t ion  i t  i s  too  d i f f i cu l t  to  sor t  ou t  the  d is t inc -
t ions and the connections among the issues. The combination
of the levels of moral and ethical analysis with the f.our
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ob jec t s  o f  p rac t i ca l  ques t i ons  y i e l ds  a  f r amework  capab le

o f  accommoda t i ng  eve ry  c l ass  o f  e th i ca l  i s sue  (Tab le  4 ) . t

Tab le  4

T h e C l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f E t h i c a l f s s u e s

P r a c t i c a L O b i e c t s

Mora l

L e v e l o f A n a l , v s i s

E t h i c a l

App l i ed  E th i cs

E th i ca l  Sys te rns

Compara t i ve  E th i cs

M e t a e t h i c s

The  move rnen t  on  t he  mora l  l e ve l  i s  essen t i a l l y  f r om  the

bo t t om up ,  f r on  p rac t i ca l  expe r i ence  i n  dec id i ng  pa r t i cu l a r

cases  t o  t he  exp l i c i t  r ecogn i t i on  o f  t he  necess i t y  f o r  a  bas i c

m o r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  I t  i s  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o n  t h e  e t h i c a l

l eve1 .  He re ,  t he  movemen t  i s  essen t i a l l y  f r om  the  t op  down ,

as  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  a  f undamen ta l  e t h i ca l  t heo ry  l eads  even -

t ua l l y  t o  t he  appJ - i ca t i on  o f  t he  t heo ry  t o  pa r t J . cu l a r  k i nds

o f  cases .  Th i s  i s  no t  t o  deny ,  howeve r ,  t ha t  i n  bo th  cases

a  coun te r va i J - i ng  cu r ren t  pushes  f r om the  o the r  d i r ec t i on  be -

cause  o f  t he  d i a l ec t i ca l  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i t h i . n  and  be tween  t he

immed ia te  and  t he  med ia te  gues t i ons  t o  be  asked .  The re  i s

a I s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  e f f e c t  u p o n  e a c h  c l a s s  o f  i s s u e s  o f  t h e

d ia l ec t i c  be tween  t he  mora l  and  t he  e th i ca l  I eveLs  o f  ana l ys i s .

On  t he  mora l  J -eve l ,  t he  c l asses  a re  s imp l y  mo re  re f i ned

ca tego r i es  o f  t he  ob jec t s  o f  p rac t i ca l  know ledge .  p ruden t i a l

j udgnen ts  i nves t  cases  w i t h  mo ra l  impo r tance ,  immed . i a teJ . y ,

because  o f  b r i ng i ng  t o  bea r  upon  an  i s sue  t he  mora l  pe rspec -

t i ve  o f  whe the r  some th ing  i s  good  t o  do  and ,  med ia te l y ,  because

o f  app l y i ng  t o  an  i s sue  t he  reso lu t i on  o f  t he  d i a l ec t i c  becween

t h e  r e l e v a n t  m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  m o r a l  i m p e r a t i v e s .  T h u s ,

f o r  j udgmen ts  t o  be  p ruden t i a l ,  t hey  canno t  be  mere f y  exped i -

t i ous  o r  t echn i ca l i  t hey  mus t  p roceed  f r om an  ana l ys i s  o f

a  case  i n  I i gh t  o f  t he  pa rame te rs  o f  human  pe r f ec t i on .

The  pa rame te rs  o f  human  pe r f ec t i on  a re  mo ra l  p r i nc i p l es .

These  a re ,  as  r , r e  have  seen ,  t he  va lues  t o  be  ach ieved  i n  t he

rea l i za t i on  o f  t he  bas j . c  se t  o f  human  re l a t i onsh ips .  These

reLa t i onsh ips  - -  t o  na tu re ,  t o  seJ_ f ,  t o  soc ie t y ,  and  t o  be ing

i t se l f  make  su rv i va l ,  happ i_ness ,  p roE res ,  and  au tonomy

the  k j . nds  o f  va l ues  t oo  dea r  t o  be  den ied .  They  f uncc ron ,

t he re fo re ,  as  p r i nc i pJ ,es  f o r  ou r  ac t i ons ,  t he  gu ideJ . i nes  f o r

Cases

Va lues

Norms

Goodness

Pruden t i a l  Judgmen ts

Mora l  P r i - nc i p l es

MoraJ -  Impe ra t i ves

Mora l  Pe rspec t i ve



FOUNDATIONS

prudent ia l  judgments .  In  each o f  these re la t ionsh ipsr  however ,

the questlon to be decided is how to achieve the real izat ion

of  the  cond ign  va lue .  Is  surv iva l ,  fo r  ins tance,  to  be  ach j 'eved

by the exploitat ion or the conservation of nature, by compe-

t i t ion  or  by  coopera t j 'on  w i th  o ther  human be ings? Thus ,  a1-

though the form of moral principles is categorical in the

Kantian sense, i t  is not imrnediately obvious what the sub-

s tance o f  each o f  them shou ld  be .

To se t t le  ques t ions  o f  subs tance,  i t  i s  necessary  to

cons ider  the  issue o f  mora l  impera t ives i  tha t  i s ,  the  concre te

and h is to r ica l  cond i t ions  fo r  the  rea l j -za t ion  o f  mora l  p r in -

c ip les .  In  the  modern  era ,  these cond i t ions  have been the

ob jec t  o f  ideo log ica l  d ispu te .  concept ions  o f  jus t i ce ,  in

theory  as  weI I  as  in  p rac t ice ,  have re f lec ted  par t i san  v iew-

po in ts .  Desp i te  the  cons t i tu t ion  o f  the  modern  na t ion-s ta te

on the  bas is  o f  cer ta in  ina l ienab le  human or  na tura l  r igh ts ,

na t iona l  po l i c ies  and in te rna t iona l  re la t ions  have emerged

f rom the  ra t iona l i za t ion  o f  se l f - in te res t  ra ther  than f rom

a prior commitment to the common good. On the national level,

th is  ideo log ica l  b ias  has  been man i fes ted  in  the  c rea t ion

o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  I i b e r a l ,  s o c i a l i s t  - -

to  advance the  in te res ts  o f  par t i cu la r  soc ia l  and economic

c lasses .  Thus  soc ia l  po t icy  has  been dec ided essent ia l l y  on

the  bas is  o f  po l i t i caJ .  p ressure  and on ly  co inc identaJ-1y  in

the  name o f  cons t i tu t iona l  idea ls .  L ikev t ise ,  on  the  in te rna-

t iona l  leve l ,  ideo log ica l  po l i cy -mak ing  has  led  to  the  pr imacy

of  na t iona l  in te res ts  over  human r igh ts  o r  wor ld  peace in

the  pursu i t  o f  in te rna t iona l  o rder .  Democra t ic  cap i ta l i sm'

s ta te  soc ia l . i sm,  th i rd -wor ld  deve loprnent ,  these are  less  the-

or ies  o f  po l i t i ca l  and soc ia l  jus t i ce  than archetypes  o f  na-

t iona l  se l f - in te res t .  Under  the  c l rcumstances ,  the  de termina-

t ion  o f  mora l  impera t ives  is  conp lex  and arduous.  Whether

i t  i s  a  mat te r  o f  ob ta in i ,ng  equa l i t y  fo r  minor i t ies '  negot ia t -

ing a viable international nuclear pol icy, or promoting the

peaceable explorat ion of outer space, the appropriate moral

impera t ives  are  no t  c lear  o r  obv ious .  Yet ,  w i thout  se t t l ing

the  concre te  cond i t ions  fo r  the  rea l i za t ion  o f  jus t i ce ,  the

af f i rmat ion  o f  mora l  p r inc ip les  remains  an  exerc ise  in  fu t i l i t y .

A t  th is  po in t  there  ar ises  the  issue o f  a  bas ic  nora l

perspec t ive .  In  any th ing  good? The or ig ina l  as  weI l  as  the

uLtimate guestion to be decided in the noral order is whether

goodness is rat ional. what vre have to decide -- and this is
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the  pe renn ia l  c r i s i s  o f  mo ra l i t y  i s  whe the r  ex i s t ence  i s
bas i ca l l y  good  o r  ev i I .  Ob jec t i - ve l y ,  t h i s  means  ask ing  i f
t he  wo r l d  i s  good ;  sub jec t i ve l y ,  i f  human  be ings  a re .  I f  ou r
answer  i s  Do r  t e  r enounce  mora l i t y .  The  on l y  r a t i ona l  t h i ng
to  do  t hen  i s  t o  t r ea t  o the r  p rac t i ca l  i s sues  as  ques t i ons

o f  immed ia te  se r f - i n t e res t .  Th i s  i s  t he  pa th  o f  wha t  i s  o f t en
ca l l - ed  rea l i sn .  r t  f i nds  exp ress ion  i n  t he  ra t i ona l i za t i on

o f  se l f - i n t e res t ,  i n  t he  c rea t i on  o f  a  consumer  soc ie t y  a t
hone  and  impe r i a l i sm  ab road ,  and ,  above  a I I ,  i n  t he  deve lopmen t

o f  an  impe r tu rbab le  cyn i c i sm .  Bu t  i f  ou r  answer  i s  yes ,  ex i s_
tence  i s  good ,  we  ac t  as  i f  mo ra l i t y  we re  a  g i ven ,  and  goodness

a  f ac t .  Th i s  i s  t he  pa th  o f  wha t  j - s  o f t en  ca l l ed  i dea l j - sm .

I t  f i nds  exp ress ion  i n  t he  concep t i on  o f  u top ias ,  i n  a  l ong ing

fo r  t he  m i l l en i um,  i n  t he  hope ,  a t  l a s t ,  o f  heaven .  The  con_
f l i c t  be tween  rea l i sm  and  i dea l i sm  a r i ses  w i t h i n  each  o f  us
and  anong  a l l  o f  us .  f t  means  t ha t  t he  c r i s i s  o f  mo ra l i t y
i s  no t  an  occas ionaLphenomenon  bu t  t he  p red i camen t  endem ic
to  human  ex i s t ence .  On  t he  l eve l  o f  mo ra l  pe rspec t i ve ,  t he re_
fo re ,  t he  i s sue  i s  whe the r  h re  a re  go ing  t o  f o r - r ow  t he  i ne r -uc -
t ab le  o r i en ta t i on  o f  t he  human  sp i r i t  t o  do  wha t  i s  good  o r
j o i n  i n  t he  consp i r acy  o f  ev i l  l u r k i ng  i n  t he  shadows  o f  human
f a i l u r e .

On  t he  e th i ca l  l e ve l ,  t he  f i r s t  j - s sue  i s  t o  deve lop  a
me tae th i cs  consonan t  w i . t h  one ' s  mo ra l  pe rspec t i ve .  A  renunc ra -
t i on  o f  mo raJ . i - t y ,  mo ra f  r ea l i sm ,  gene ra tes  a  skep t i ca l  me ta_
e th i cs ,  wh i ch  emp loys  l i ngu i s t i c  ana l ys i s  t o  den ig ra te  wha t
i t  p resumes  j . s  t he  emo t i v i s t  f ounda t i on  o f  r no ra l i t y .  I f  good_
ness  i s  i ndeed  ch ime r j . ca l ,  mo ra l i t y  i r r a t i onaJ_ ,  t he re  r s  no_
th i ng  f o r  t he  mora l  ph i J -osophe r  t o  do  bu t  t o  po in t  t h j . s  ou t
and  d raw  the  l og l ca l  consequences .  By  con t ras t ,  mo ra l  i dea l i , sm
ca11s  f o r  a  dogma t i c  me tae th i cs ,  cogn i t i v i s t  i n  i t s  assump_
t i ons  and  ded i ca ted  t o  no rma t i ve  ana l - yses .  The  mora l  ph i l oso -
phe r  who  be l i eves  goodness  i s  se l f _ev j - den t  and  mora l_ i t y  r a_
t i ona l  has  t he  happy  t ask  o f  e l abo ra t i ng  a  comprehens i . ve  v l - ew
o f  mo ra l  ob l i ga t i on .  Fo r  t hose ,  howeve r ,  who  be l i eve  t he  en_
dem ic  c r i s i s  o f  mo ra l i t y  r ende rs  bo th  r ea r i sm  and  i dea r i sm
suspec t ,  t he re  i s  t he  consequen t  necess i t y  o f  hav ing  t o  adm i_ t
t h a t  e t h i c s  i s  I i k e w i s e  i n  c r i s i s ,  w i t h  I i t t I e  h e l p  t o  b e
expec ted  f r om e i t he r  skep t i c i - sm  o r  dogma t i - sm ,  Me tae th i cs  be -
comes  i n  t h i s  case  an  essay  a t  es tab l i sh i ng  f ounda t i ons  upon
the  expe r i ence  o f  ques t i on i ng  t he  ra t i ona l i t y  o f  goodness
ra the r  t han  upon  t he  accep tance  o f  any  answer ,  f avo rabJ ,e  o r
un favo rab le ,  t o  t he  ques t i on .  wha t  i t  m igh t  be  l i ke  i s  t he
b u r d e n  o f  t h i s  e s s a v .
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A me tae th i cs  w i t hou t  h i s t o r i ca l  soph i s t i ca t i on  wou ld

be  an  abe r ra t i on .  I t  i s  necessa ry '  t he re fo re ,  t o  f l e sh  ou t

the foundat ions of  eth ics wi th a comparat ive study of  morals

as  we l l  as  o f  e th i cs .  The  h i s t o r y  o f  mo ra l l t y  i s ,  i t  m igh t

be  a rEued ,  t he  en t i r e  f unc t i on  o f  h i s t o r y  and ,  mo re  gene ra l l y ,

t he  soc ia l  s c i ences .  I t  i s ,  a t  l eas t ,  a  t ask  t ha t  canno t  be

accompJ . i shed  w i t hou t  t he  bene f i t  o f  t hese  d i sc i p l i nes .  And

w i t hou t  a  g rasp  o f  how  peop le  have  ac tua l l y  ac ted  t h roughou t

the wor ld and over t ime, there cannot be an appreciat ion of

t he  mora l  impe ra t i ves  ope ra t i ve  w i t h i n  t he  mode rn  Wes te rn

wo r l d  no r  o f  t he  necess i t y  f o r  comp lemen t i ng  a  r i go rous  a r t i cu -

I a t i on  o f  mo ra l  p r i nc i p l es  w i t h  a  r ea l i s t i c  ana l ys i s  o f  mo ra l

impe ra t i ves .  W l t h i n  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  mo ra l i t y ,  t he  s tudy  o f

e th i ca l  t heo r i es  i s  t he  t ask  o f  compara t i ve  e th i cs  i n  t he

s t r i c t  sense .  Th i s  i s  an  a t t emp t  t o  de te rn i ne  t he  pe renn ia l

va l ue  as  we I I  as  t o  dec iphe r  t he  h i s t o r i ca l  r e l a t i v i t y  o f

e th i ca l  t heo r i es .  The  a im  i s  no t  so  much ,  howeve r ,  t o  r ank

theo r i es  on  a  sca fe  as  t o  g rasp  t he  range  o f  i s sues  any  e th i ca l

t heo ry  mus t  add ress .

With a background in comparat ive ethics i t  becomes pos-

s i b l e  t o  a r t i cu l a te  an  e th i ca l  s ys tem respons i ve  no t  j us t

t o  t he  ex i genc ies  o f  mo ra l  p r i nc i p l es  bu t  a l so  t o  t he  l essons

o f  h i s t o r y .  Such  a  sys tem w i l l  compr i se  bo th  subs tan t i ve  and

fo rma l  p r i . nc i . p l es .  r t  v . r i l - 1  r ebu t  t he  p re tens ions  o f  coun te r -

sys tems  as  we l l  as  es tab l i sh  i t s  own  c reden t i a l s .  As  i s  t he

case  f o r  ep i s t emo logy  more  gene ra l J - y ,  t he  f o r ce  o f  an  a rgumen t

f o r  a  pa r t i cu l a r  sys tem w i l l  co rne  f r om i t s  capac i t y  f o r  seL f -

i ns tan t i a t i on ,  j us t  as  t he  bas i - s  f o r  r e j ec t i on  wou ld  be  any

ev idence  o f  se l f - r e fu ta t i on .  The  l og i ca l  I im i t s  o f  f o rna l

se l f - su f f i c i ency ,  howeve r ,  make  t he  ques t  f o r  a  pe r f ec t  s ys tem

asymp to t i c .  Hence ,  t he  c l ass i ca l  impo r tance  o f  any  e th i ca l

sys tem tends  t o  come  f r om the  k i nds  o f  ques t i ons  i t  r a i ses ,

wh i l e  i t s  h i s t o r i ca l -  r e l a t i v i t v  i s  mo re  a  p roduc t  o f  t he  an -

s w e r s  i t  g i v e s .

App l i ed  e th i cs ,  f i na l J - y ,  l i e s  a t  t he  i n t e r sec t i on  o f

e th i ca l  s ys tems  w i t h  p ruden t i a l  j udgmen ts .  F rom the  p reva i l i ng

p rac t i ces  o f  expe r t s  o r  p rac t i t i one rs  i n  a  pa r t i cu l a r  f j - e I d

come the codes of  eth ics they devise to govern and evaLuate

the i r  own  behav io r .  These  codes  a re ,  howeve r ,  as  much  a  p roduc t

o f  t he  ra t i ona l i za t i on  o f  f a i l u re  as  o f  t he  i ns t i t u t i on  o f

success.  They need to be complemented by the appl icat ion of

standards der ived f rorn the r iqor of  eth ical  svstems and sui table
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f o r  a  r a n g e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s .  Y e t ,  w i t h o u t  a n  a c c o m m o d a t i o n

t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  o f  e a c h  f i e I d ,  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  w o u l d

r e m a i n  t o o  a b s t r a c t  a n d  g e n e r i c  t o  b e  g e n u i n e l y  u s e f u f .  A p p l i e d

e t h i c s  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a  t a s k  t o  b e  t a k e n  u p  e i t h e r  b y  p e o p l e

c o m p e t e n t  i n  b o t h  e t h i c s  a n d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f i e f d  o r  b y  c o m m i t -

t ees  o f  t he  re l evan t  expe r t s  and  i n t e res ted  e th i c i ans .

T h e s e  a r e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  c l a s s e s  o f  i s s u e s ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l

s p e c i a l t i e s ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e t h i c s .  E v e r y o n e  m u s t  d e v e l o p

to  some  deg ree  t he  ab i l i t y  t o  hand le  t he  va r i ous  c l asses  o f

mo ra l  i s sues .  Mo ra l  ph i l osophe rs  a re  t hose  who  unde r take  a

spec ia ) . i za t i on  i n  e th j - ca I  i s sues .  No  ha rm  can  come  f r om de -

ve lop ing  an  expe r t i se  i n  any  c l - ass  o r  spec ia l t y  as  l ong  as

one  keeps  i n  m ind  t he  l a rge r  f r amework .  No r  i s  t he re  any  d raw-

back  t o  concen t ra t i ng  upon  t he  en t i r e  f r amework  as  l ong  as

one  recogn i zes  t he  necess i t y  f o r  t he  comp lemen ta r y  t ask  o f

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .

5 .  Summarv

The  es tab l i shmen t  o f  f ounda t i ons  f o r  e th i cs  has  t aken

us  f r om the  o r i g i n  o f  t he  f ounda t i ons  i n  t he  ques t i on  whe the r

we  know  wha t  we  ough t  t o  do ,  t o  t he  b i f u r ca t i on  o f  t h i s  ques -

t i o n  i n t o  t h e  l - e v e l s  o f  m o r a l  a n d  e t h i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  o n  t o

the  exp lo ra t i on  o f  t he  se t  o f  f ou r  ques t i ons  ope ra t i , ve  on

b o t h  l e v e I s ,  a n d ,  f i n a 1 J , y ,  t o  t h e  e i g h t  c l a s s e s  o f  i s s u e s

p roduced  by  t he  comb ina t i on  o f  t he  two  l eve l - s  o f  ana l ys i s

w i t h  t h e  f o u r  k i n d s  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  f u l l ,  o r  c o m -

p l e t e  e t h i c a l  t h e o r y .  I t  i s  h a r d l y  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t a t e m e n t

o f  t he  f ounda t i ons  f o r  one .  Bu t  i t  may  he lp  t o  c l ea r  t he  g round

fo r  t he  even tua l  l ay i ng  o f  adequa te  f ounda t i ons .  Tha t  may

b e ,  i n  f a c t ,  a l I  t h a t  a n y  e t h i c a l ,  t h e o r y  m a y  e v e r  r e a l l y  d o .
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P e t e r  J .  D r i l I i n g

Ch r i s t  t he  K ing  Sem ina ry ,  New  yo rk

I t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  o f t e n  e n o u g h  i n  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  o f  r e l i g i . _

ous  deve lopmen t  t ha t  f ea r  cons t i t u t ed  re l i g i ous  expe r rence

more  t han  Love .  Re l_ i g i ous  devo tees  o f  mo re  p r im i t i ve  cu l t u res

c r i nged  be fo re  de i t i e s  t ha t  seemed  t o  de te rm j , ne  t he i r  des t i ny

b y  w h i m s  n o  l e s s  p o w e r f u l  f o r  t h e i r  a r b i t r a r i n e s s . r  f n  t h e

more  recen t  pas t  o f  t he  g rea t  wo r l d  r e l i - g i ons ,  l ove ,  bo th
I L ^  ^ Eu r r  L r r e  p a r r  o r  a  c a r j - n g  G o d  a n d  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a  g r a t e f u l

human  c rea t i on ,  has  more  o f t en  t han  no t  r ep laced  t he  so r t

o f  f e a r  b e f o r e  a r b i t r a r y  d e i t i e s  t h a t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r i m i -

t i v e  r e l i g i o n s . 2  F e a r  i t s e l f ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  m a y  p e r s i s t  i n

t he  g rea t  wo r l d  r e l i g i ons  t oo ,  i n  t he  consc iousness  o f  s rnne rs

who  expe r i ence  t hemse l - ves  and  t he i r  a t t i t udes  and  ac r rons

as  an  a f f r on t  t o  t he  goodness  o f  t he  de i t y .  The  s i nne r  knows

t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  i s  d e s e r v i n g  o f  r e j e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h i s  k n o w l e d s e

may  gene ra te  f ea r .

Fea r  be fo re  an  a rb i t r a r y  God  and  f ea r  be fo re  a  j us t  God

a re  common  enough ,  i f  no t  i n  ou r  expe r i ence ,  t hen  a t  l eas t

i n  ou r  know ledge  o f  t he  expe r i ence  o f  o the rs .  The re  seems

to  be  ano the r  f ea r  t ha t  i s  pa r t  o f  r e l i g i ous  expe r i ence ,  how-

eve r ,  wh i ch  we  wou ld  do  \ , / e l I  t o  uncove r  mo re  d i s t i nc t l y .  Fo r

f ea r  may  we I I  be  a  d imens ion  o f  ou r  l ov i ng  response  i t se l f

t o  t ha t  un res t r i c t ed  l ove  t ha t  Be rna rd  Lone rgan  desc r i bes

as  t he  mos t  cha rac te r i s t i c  f ea tu re  o f  r e l i g i ous  expe r : - ence .

Wha t  m igh t  be  t he  qua l i t i e s  o f  such  a  f ea r?  Can  such

a  f e a r f u l  d i m e n s i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s

expe r l ence ,  be  rescued  f r om the  vague  rea l j - sm  o f  imp rec i se

l anguage  and  ques t i onab le  mean ing  t o  be  more  exac t l y  l oca ted

w i t h i n  human  consc iousness?  Once  l oca ted ,  can  t h i s  f ea r  be

de te rm ined  t o  be  an  au then t i c ,  a l t hough  i n t e rmed ia te ,  r esponse

on  t he  r / r ay  t o  f u I I  l o ve  o f  God?  By  emp loy i ng  seve ra l  componen ts

o f  Lone rgan rs  a r t i cu l a t i on  o f  t r anscenden ta l  me thod ,  I  p ropose

t o  a d d r e s s  t h e S e  f h r c o  n r r o q f i n n c  i 1  t h e  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  o f

t h i s  e s s a y .

T h e T e r r i f v i n q D i m e n s i o n o f R e l i g i o u s E x p e r i e n c e

I n  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  a  p e r s o n  b e c o m e s  c o n s c i o u s  o f

b e i n g  d r a w n  i n t o  m y s t e r y ,  a n d  o f  s u b r n i t t i n g  t o  t h e  p u l l .
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Lonergan ident i f ies the most comprehensive component of  th is

exper ience as the unrestr ic ted love that  f inds expression

in  t he  f r u i t s  o f  t he  Sp i r i t  named  i n  Ga la t i ans  5 :  22 -n :

Bu t  t he re  i s  a l so  a  sense  o f  t e r r o r  connec ted  w i t h  such  l ove .

Lone rgan  recogn i zes  t he  t e r r i f y i ng  d imens ion  o f  r e l i g i ous

conve rs i on  i n  h i s  d i scuss ion  o f  t he  componen ts  o f  t he  even t . q

H i s  b r i e f  r emarks  can  be  b rough t  t o  g rea te r  r e l i e f  by  a r t i cu -

I a t i ng  t he  e l emen ts  o f  t he  f ee l i ng  o f  t e r r o r  i n  r e l i g i ous

expe r l ence .

The terror  re lates both to the personal  source of  the

pu l l  i n t o  mys te r y ,  and  a l so  t o  t he  sub jec t  be ing  pu l l ed .  Re -

La t i ve  t o  t he  sou rce  t he re  i s  t e r r o r  because  one  f ee l s  onese l f

bej-ng drawn into a love so powerfu l  that  i t  seems to be giv ing

i t se l f  i n  an  un res t r i c t ed ,  un l im i t ed  ' , vay . s  Such  se l f - g i v i ng

is so far  beyond human love that  i t  s t r ikes terror  into the

heart  of  the person undergoing conversion.  Lonerglan refers

to  t h i s  t e r r i f y i ng  cha rac te r  o f  God  v i s - i - v i s  human i t y  i n

I t t e t h o d i n T h e o l o q v :

.  the love of  God is penetrated rr r i th a\ , re.  God's
t hough t s  and  God ' s  ways  a re  ve ry  d i f f e ren t  f r om  man ' s
and  by  t ha t  d i f f e rence  God  i s  t e r r i f y i ng . '

Even  an  ana log i ca l  unde rs tand ing  o f  God ' s  t o t a l  l o ve

based  upon  i ns tances  o f  ex t r ao rd i na ry  human  se l f - g i v i ng  h i n t s

a t  i t s  awesome  cha rac te r .  I  t h i nk  o f  t he  cou rageous  l ove  t ha t

mo t i va ted  t he  bys tande r  i n  Wash ing ton ,  D .C . ,  who  spon taneous l y

plunged into the icy l . raters of  the Potomac River on a Janu-

a ry  day  i n  1982  t o  r escue  t he  s t r ugg l i ng  v i c t im ,  pe rsona l l y

unknown  t o  t he  rescue r ,  o f  an  a i r p l ane  c rash .  The  l ess  d rama-

t i c ,  bu t  o f t en  more  p ro found ,  devo t i on  o f  pa ren t s  f o r  t he i r

chi ldren and of  spouses whose J.ove perdures in s ickness and

in  hea l t h  un t i l  dea th  a l so  i nd i ca tes  t he  ex ten t  o f  human  1ove .

But the power of  unrestr ic ted love is  so much more even than

extraordinary human love as to be terr i fy ing to the human

c rea tu re ,  f r augh t  w i t h  f im i t a t i ons ,  who  expe r i ences  i t .

Tha t  un res t r i c t ed  I ove  i s  a t  once  c rea t i ve ,  sav i ng ,  and

te r r i f y i ng  i s  i nd i ca ted  i n  t he  image  o f  ho l i ness  i n  t he  p ro -

phe t s ,  Hosea  and  r sa iah .  Hosea  p roc l a ims  t he  rad i ca l  oppos i -

t i on  be tween  God  and  hunan  be ings  wh i ch  i s  God ' s  ho l i ness :

" I  am  God ,  and  no t  man ,  t he  Ho l y  One  i n  you r  m j . ds t "  111 :9 t

RSVI .  O t t o  P roksch  c l a ims  t ha t  t h i s  ho l i ness  i s  t he  " c rea t i ve

Iove  v rh i ch  k i I I s  bu t  a l - so  g i ves  l i f e  anew . ' r 7  r t  i s  a  l ove

wh i ch  i s  a l one  " t he  undes t ruc t i b l e  f o r ce "  t ha t  can  save  a l i en -

a ted  human  be inqs  f r om the i r  a l i ena t i on .
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Th j - s  same  ho l i ness  t ha t  i s  a  c rea t j - ve  and  sav ing  l ove

i s  t e r r i f y i n g  i n  I s a i a h  [ 6 : 3 f . ] .  " T h e  f e a r f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  h o l y

God ,  t he  numen  t r emendum,  i s  i n im i t ab l y  exp ressed  . i n  t he  ho l y

a w e  o f  I s a i a h .  H i s  t r e m b f i n g  s e e m s  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s h a k i n g

th resho ld  on  wh i ch  he  s tands  a t  t he  en t rance  t o  t he  sanc tua ry ,

and  i n  t he  man i f es ta t i on  o f  t he  d r v i ne  he  f ee l s  t he  dead l - y

con t ras t  t o  h i - s  own  na tu re  .  so  t ha t  he  be l i eves  he  mus t

d i e . " 8  P u t t j - n g  H o s e a  a n d  I s a i a h  t o g e t h e r  o n e  m a y  c o n c l u d e

t h a t  G o d ' s  l o v e  i s  f e a r f u l  p r e c i . s e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s o  t o t a I .

Thus ,  i t  i s  an  awesome  Iove ,  wh i ch  con t i nues  t o  be  t r ea ted

a s  s u c h  i n  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t . s

S t .  J o h n  o f  t h e  C r o s s  m a y  h a v e  i n  m i n d  t h e  f e a r f u l - n e s s

h e r e  d e s c r i b e d  w h e n  h e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  " t e r r o r s  t h a t  k e e p  w a t c h
h "  - i ^ h + l l  i  ^  ! L ^  ! ,u y  r r a g r r L  t r r  L r r e  r v r e n t y - n i n t h  s t a n z a  o f  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  C a n t i c l e .

R e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  h e  w r i t e s ,  i n c l u d e s  a  t e r r o r  t h a t  c o m e s

f r o m  G o d ,  w h e n  H e  d e s i r e s  t o  g r a n t  s u c h  p e r s o n s  c e r c a l n
f a v o r s ,  .  a n d  i s  w o n t  t o  b r i n g  f e a r  a n d  a f f r i g h t
t o  t h e i r  s p i r i t ,  a n d  L i k e v / i s e  a  s h r i n k i n g  t o  t h e i r  f l e s h
a n o  s e n s e s -  ' -

S t .  J o h n  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  s n c h  f e a r  c a n  b e  e s p e c i a l l y  a c u t e

" i n  s p i r i t u a l  p e r s o n s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  y e t  r e a c h e d  t h i s  e s r a r e

o f  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  M a r r i a g e , "  p e r s o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s t i I J -  o n  p i I -

g r i m a g e  t o w a r d  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  p e r f e c t  l o v e . l I

The  pe rson  unde rgo ing  reJ , i g i ous  expe r i ence  does  no t  s imp l y

s tand  i n  t e r ro r  be fo re  t he  awesome  power  o f  un res t r i c t ed  l ove

be j - ng  d i r ec ted  t owa rd  he r  o r  h im .  The re  i s  a l - so  t he  i nv i t a t i on

t o  r e s p o n d  t h a t  i s  a l w a y s  a  p a r t  o f  l o v e .  A n d  w h o  i s  g o i n t l

t o  l e t  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f  s u b r n i t  t o  s u c h  f o v e  w i t h  u n h e s i t a t i n g

abandon?  Such  subm iss i on  l eads  i - nev i t ab l y  t o  a  t r ans fo rmar ton

o f  eve ry th i ng  one  has  t hus  f a r  become ,  l ea rned  t o  1ove ,  and

i - s  a t  home  wr th  r ega rd i ng  seJ - f ,  God  and  wo r l d .  Such  expe r i ence ,

t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  b e i n g  p u l l e d  b y  u n r e s t r i c t e d  ] o v e  , ' r e m a i n s  w i t h i n

s u b j e c t i v i t y , "  L o n e r g a n  w r i t e s ,  a s  a  " f a t e f u l  c a t l  t o  a  d r e a d e d
h ^ t  , - ^ _ ^  r r  1 2  m L . . _r r o a r n e s s .  r ' n u s ,  t e r r o r  a l s o  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e  i - n v i t a t i o n
f n  r o c n n n r l

No one  cou l_d  w i sh  t o  embrace  t he  t e r ro r  t ha t  can  come
j - n t o  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  O n e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h

i t  i n  hope  o f  a r r i v i ng  a t  t he  ach ievemen t  o f  pe r f ec t  l ove

i s  t o  h i d e  i n  t h e  f a l s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  p r e s u m p t i o n .  A  c o m m o n

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  p r e s u m p t i o n  i s  t h e  d o m e s t i c a t i o n  o f  r e l r g r o u s

l o v e  t h r o u g h  a  c o z y  c o m p l a c e n c y  a b o u t  o n e , s  p o s s e s s j - o n  o f
t he  l ove  o f  God .  Th i . nk ,  f o r  exampJ -e ,  o f  t he  su reness  w i t h

w h i c h  s o m e  C h r i s t i a n s  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e i r  f u l - f i r l m e n t  o f  t h e
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ex te rna l  r equ i r emen ts  o f  t he i r  denom ina t i on  assu res  t he i r

sa l va t i on ,  o r  o f  t he  m is taken  egua t i on  o f  be ing  i n  l - ove  w i t h

God  w i t h  f ee l i ng  good  abou t  onese l f  w i t hou t  any  sense  o f t he

overwhelming,  awesome character  of  the div ine demand to Iove

unhes i t a t i ng l y .

E r i c  Voege l i n ' s  i n t e rp re ta t i on  o f  t he  P la ton i c  me taxv

i s  o f  ass i s t ance  i n  app rec ia t i ng r  t he  t ens ion  be tween  mys te r y

and  t he  f am i l l a r  wo r l d  - -  a  t ens ion  t ha t  j - s  t he  on to l og i ca l

bas i s  f o r  t he  t e r ro r  o f  r e l i g i ous  expe r i ence .  Human  be ings t

Voege l i n  w r i t es ,  a re  t he  i n t e r sec t i on  be tween  t ime - l - aden  rea l -

i t i e s  and  t ime fessness . t t  Me taxy  exp resses  t he  pu l1  w i t h i n

human  i n te r i o r i t y  t o  move  t owa rd  ex i s t ence  i n  t he  t lme less

t ru th  t ha t  t r anscends  t h i s -wo r l d l i ness .  Bu t  t ens ion  a r i ses

because  o f  t he  pu1 l ,  on  t he  o the r  s i de ,  o f  human  t ime - Iaden -

ness .  Mo reove r ,  s i nce  t o  be  human  i s  t o  be  h i s t o r i ca l ,  even

ou r  ex i s t ence  i n  t he  t r u th  t ha t  i s  t ime less  f i - nds  exp ress ion

in  t ime - l aden  conc re t i za t i ons .

The  t e r ro r  t ha t  i s  pa r t  o f  t he  re l i g i ous  expe r i ence  o f

I e t t i ng  onese l f  be  l ed  i n t o  o the r -wo r l d l y  mys te r y  i s  conc re t -

i zed  i n  a  t h i s -wo r l d l y  way  j . n  t he  sh r i nk i ng  back  t ha t  accom-

pan ies  t hose  re l i g i ous  dec i s i ons  i n  wh i ch  a  pe rson  g i ves  up

seek ing  secu r i t y  i n  ma te r i a l  goods ,  success ,  p res t i ge  o r  power .

A I I  a r e  i n e v i t a b l y  r e l a t i v i z e d  b y  o n e ' s  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e

rnys te r y  o f  un res t r i c t ed  l ove .  Accompany ing  one ' s  su r rende r

to  t h i s -wo r l d l y  secu r i t y ,  t he re  i s  a  t e r ro r  he re  t ha t  i s  un l i ke

the  t e r ro r  assoc ia ted  w i t h  p r im i t i ve  f ea r ,  w i t h  t he  occu l t

o r  w i t h  emo t j - ona t  b reakdown .  I t  i s  t he  t e r ro r  expe r i enced

when  one  knows  one  mus t  r i s k  one ' s  who le  se l f  and  a f l  t he

p rops  t ha t  make  f o r  t h i s -wo r l d l y  secu r i t y  and  I e t  onese l f

be  l ed  i n t o  t he  mys te r y  o f  cod ' s  l ove .

To  l e t  go  o f  such  t h i s -wo r l d l y  secu r i t y  - -  t o  l i ve  w i t h

a  keen  sense  o f  how  l i t t l e  suppo r t  t he re  i s  i n  ma te r i a l  goods ,

success ,  p res t i ge ,  power ,  and  even  o f  hov r  i n t e rpe rsona l  r e l a -

t i onsh ips  mus t  no t  be  used  s imp l y  as  p rops  f o r  one ' s  se l f -

secu r i t y  - -  i s  t o  expe r i ence  i n  t he  conc re teness  o f  eve ryday

l i v i ng  t he  t e r ro r  o f  mys te r y .  A t  t imes  one  f ee l s  ad r i f t  w i t h

rega rd  t o  any  t h i s -wo r l d l y  secu r i t y  even  as  one  knows  i n  one ' s

hea r t  o f  hea r t s ,  by  o the r -wo r l d l y  t r us t ,  t ha t  we  do  l i ve  i n

a  f r i end l y  un i ve r se .  O r  t o  pu t  i t  ano the r  way ,  t o  be  g rasped

by ul t imate concern means that  those concerns that  are less

than ul t imate may have to go untended, resul t ing in vrho knows

$ rha t  so r t s  o f  con fus i on  i n  eve ryday  l i v i ng .
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One  can  t r y  t o  avo id  t he  t e r ro r  o f  g i v i ng  up  t h i s -wo r l d l y

secu r i t y  f o r  t he  sake  o f  t he  mys te r y  o f  a$ re  and  1ove .  Such

avo idance  comes ,  I  suppose ,  f r om  the  f a l se  des i r e  o f  t he  human

h e a r t  t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h e  r i s k  o f  I i v i n g  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s

o f  mys te r y .  I t  i s  t he  op t i on  f o r  t he  t ime - Iaden  t o  t he  exc l u -

s i on  o f  t he  t ime less .  I t  i s  easy  enough  t o  unde rs tand  t he

mo t j . va t i on  o f  such  avo idance ,  s i nce  t he  r i s k  o f  subm i t t i ng

to  mys te r y  i s  a lways  unse t t l i ng  f o r  someone  t r y i ng  t o  es tab l i sh

a  secu re  base  o f  ope ra t i ons  f o r  t he  bus iness  o f  l i v i ng {

T o  t a k e  t h e  r i s k  i s  t e r r i f y i n g .  I s  t h e r e  n o t ,  i n s t e a d ,  t h e

l ong ing  t o  be  i n  con t ro l ?  I s  t he re  no t  t he  a t t emp t  t o  t r ans fe r

" t h e  o t h e r - w o r l d l y  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  ) o y ,  p e a c e ,  b I i s s , "  t o  a  h i g h l y

s t r uc tu red ,  we l l - o rde red ,  domes t i ca ted  es tab l i shmen t  o f  secu r -

i t y  h e r e  a n d  n o w ? r s  B u t  t o  l i v e  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  b e i n g

g rasped  by  mys te r y  one  has  t o  exchange  con t ro ] -  and  comfo r t

f o r  r ead iness  t o  be  con t ro l f ed  by  t he  power  o f  mys te r y .16

In  t h i s  sense  un res t r i c t ed  l ove  i s  any th i ng  bu t  cozy ;  i t  i . s

awesome  and  f ea r f u l " ,  and  we  on l y  g radua l l y  subm i t  ou rse l ves

w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  t o  i t s  p o w e r . I T

Lone rgan  a l so  po in t s  ou t  a  dange r  i nvo l ved  i n  acknow-

l e d g i n g  t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  a s p e c t  o f  G o d ' s  l o v e .  A s  r e l i g i o u s

expe r i ence  on  t he  pa r t  o f  t he  sub jec t ,  t e r r o r  can  p redom ina te ,

w h i l e  t h e  c o n s o l i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  G o d ' s  I o v e  a r e  f o r g o t t e n .  I f

i t  i s  d i vo r ced  f r om the  a I1 -embrac ing  l ove  o f  God ,  i f  t he

expe r i ence  o f  f undamen ta l  t r us t  i s  l os t ,  " t hen  t he  cu f t  o f

a  God  t ha t  i s  t e r r i f y i ng  can  s l i p  ove r  i n t o  t he  demon i c ,  i n t o

a n  e x u l t a n t  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  o f  o n e s e l f  a n d  o f  o t h e r s . " r s  B u t

t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  d i m e n s i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n o t  d u e

t o  a  w r a t h  o r  a r b i t r a r i n e s s  i n  G o d :  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  a  p a r r

o f  un res t r i c t ed  l ove .  I t  i s  t he  pene t ra t i ng  demand  o f  such

Iove  t ha t  t e r r i , f i e s  us  a t  t hose  momen ts  $ /hen  we  become  a le r t

t o  wha t  i t  means  t o  be  l oved  by  a  l ove  t ha t  i s  un res t r i c t ed .

N o r  i s  t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  a s p e c t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e

to  be  con fused  w i t h  t he  f ea r  o f  j udgmen t  t ha t  o f t en  comes

w h e n  a n  h o n e s t  h u m a n  c o n s c i e n c e  f a c e s  i t s  s i n f u l n e s s .  I n  t h i s

c a s e  f e a r  r e s u l t s  f r o m  f a i l u r e  t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  G o d ' s

w i 1 1 .  A c t u a I l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  o u r  f a i l u r e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  G o d , s

w i l l  m a y  m o r e  I i k e l y  I e a d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s l y  c o n v e r t e d  p e r s o n

t o  b e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  a n d  s a d  r a t h e r  t h a n  f e a r f u l .  A u t h e n t i c

t e r r o r  i n  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  r s  n o t

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  f a i l u r e ,  b u t  o f  t h e  t e n s i o n  a l w a y s  e x i s t i n g

i n  human  i n te r i o r i t y  as  t he  l ocus  whe re  t he  t ime less  and  t he
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t ime - Iaden  i n t e r sec t .  S i nce  t h i s  t ens ion  pe rs i s t s  as  pa r t

of  the human condi t ion,  some degree of  terror  seems permanent ly

des t i ned  t o  be  pa r t  o f  r e l i g i ous  expe r i ence ,  r ema in i ng  even

a f t e r  one  expe r i ences  pu r i f i ca t i on  o f  one ' s  s i n fu l ness .

S i t u a t i n q t h e T e r r o r i n c o n s c i o u s n e s s

In  h i s  au tob iog raph i ca l  i . r o r k ,  A  Sma l l  Bov  i n  Sea rch  o f

99d ,  I saac  Bashev i s  S inge r  r a i ses  t he  even tua l l y  i nev i t ab le

ques t i on  abou t  eve ry  expe r i ence  t ha t  emerges  w i t h i n  i n t e r i o r -

i t y ,  and  a  f o r t i o r i  abou t  r e l i g i ous  expe r i ence :  wha t  i s  i t s

t r u th - va lue? rs  G ran ted  t ha t  eve ry  i nd i v i dua l  has  s t r ong  sub jec -

t i ve  expe r i ences ,  wha t  i s  t he i r  va l ue  i n t e r - sub jec t i ve f y  and

ob jec t i ve l y?  Do  such  expe r i ences  re fe r  t o  any th i - ng  more  t han

p a s s i n g  e m o t i o n a l  s t a t e s ,  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  i l l u s i o n s ?

Ques t i ons  o f  t h i s  so r t  a re  pe r t i nen t  t o  t he  l ove ,  wonde r ,

awe ,  conso la t i on ,  t e r r o r  and  eve ry  o the r  f ee l i ng  t ha t  seems

to  a r i se  i n  r esponse  t o  t he  expe r i ence  o f  be ing  ove r t aken

by an overwhelmj.ng,  t ranscendent 1ove.  The remainder of  the

p resen t  essay  a t t emp ts  t o  ansv re r  ques t i ons  abou t  t he  i n t e l l i g i -

b i l i t y ,  t r u t h ,  and  va lue  o f  sub jec t i ve  r e l i g i ous  f ee l i ngs .20

The  p resen t  sec t i on  seeks  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  by  nam i -ng  t he  con -

sc i ous  ac t i v i t i e s  t ha t  p roduce  f ee l i ngs  and  by  re l a t i ng  f ee l -

i ngs  t o  t he  o the r  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  consc iousness .

Fee l i ngs  a re  some t imes  f r ee - f l oa t i ng  and  some t imes  t hey

re l a te  a  pe rson  t owa rd  an  ob jec t .  I n  t he  La t t e r  case  t hey

a re  i n t en t i ona l ,  exe rc i s i ng  cons j - de rab le  j - n f l uence  upon  know-

l edge  and  dec i s i ons .  As  t he  sub jec t  moves  ou t  t o  t he  wo rLd

beyond  i t s  o \ . r n  se1 f ,  i t  i s  f ee l i ngs  t ha t  g i ve  " i n t en t i ona l

consc iousness  i t s  mass ,  momen tum,  d r i ve ,  po$ re r .  w i t hou t  t hese

fee l i ngs  ou r  know ing  and  dec j . d i ng  wou ld  be  pape r  t h i n . " 2 r  Lon -

e rgan  desc r i bes  i n t en t i ona l  f ee l i ngs  t ha t  may  be  cha rac te r i zed

as  re l i g i ous  expe r i ence  i n  t e rms  o f  va l ues .  They  a re  i n t en -

t i ona l  r esponses  t o  r e l i g j - ous  va lues .

Fee l i ngs  a re  l oca ted  a t  t he  l eve l  o f  f i r s t  emergence

o f  consc iousness .  They  a re  ac t i ve  i n  t he  symbo l - i nduc ing  c rea -

t i v i t y  o f  d rean ing ,  bu t  t hey  a re  j us t  as  ac t i ve  as  t he  unde r tow

in  ou r  wake fu l  l i f e  as  we I l .  The  f i r s t  momen t  r r r e  no t i ce  a

fee l i ng  i s  no t  necessa r i l y  t he  f i r s t  momen t  t he  f ee l i ng  i s

wo rk i ng .  Fee l i ngs  p recede  ou r  a t t en t i on  t o  t hem,  ou r  a t t emp ts

to d ist inguish and name them, and our i -nterpretat ions of  their

meaning.  Feel ings are spontaneous movements r . t i th in the inter-

l o r i t y  o f  pe rsons .  Pe rsons  do  no t  a t  f i r s t  dec ide  t o  f ee l

6 3
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happy  o r  sad ,  anx j - ous  o r  ca lm ,  a l t hough  t he i r  f ee l i ngs  can
be  educa ted  t o  co i nc i de  somewha t  w i t h  va rues  t hey  have  chosen .
Educa t i on ,  howeve r ,  may  neve r  be  expec ted  t o  r e_ rou te  aL to_
ge the r  t he  spon tane i t y  o f  ou r  f ee l i ngs .

I n ten t i ona l  f ee l - i ngs  a re  i nduced  by  t he  se l_ f  i n  i t s  dynam_

ism o r  by  va l - ues  i nhe ren t  i n  sub jec t s  o r  ob jec t s  o the r  cnan
the  se I f .  The  sou rce  p roduces  an  a t t r ac t i on  o r  r epu l s ron  o r
a  comb ina t i on  o f  t he  two .  The  f ee l i ng  o f  t e r r o r  desc r i bed
in  t h i s  essay  has  been  l oca ted  w j - t h i n  t he  expe r i ence  o f  o the r_
w o r I d l y ,  u n r e s t r i c t e d ,  u n h e s i t a t i n g ,  o v e r w h e l m i n g  I o v e .  I n
response  t o  t h i s  l ove  t he re  a re  t he  a t t r ac t i ve  f ee l i ngs  o f
wonde r ,  f asc j - na t i on ,  l ong ing ,  and  I ove .  Bu t  t he re  a re  a l - so
f e e J . i n g s  o f  h e s t i t a t i o n ,  h o r r o r ,  a n d  t e r r o r  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f
s o  r a d i c a l l y  u p s e t t j . n g  a  l o v e  a s  u n r e s t r i c t e d  I o v e .  A  p e r s o n

expe r j - ences  t he  pu l I  o f  t h j . s  l ov i ng  sou rce .  One  f ee l s  deep l y
a t t r a c t e d  t o  a  L o v e  t h a t  p r o m i s e s  t o  f u r f i - r l  o n e ' s  m o s t  u r g e n t
hopes  and  l ong ings .  Bu t  one  i s  a t  t he  same  t ime  t e r r i f i ed

by  t he  p rospec t  o f  be ing  caugh t  up  i n  an  ove rwhe lm inq  l ove
and  by  t he  p rospec t  o f  t he  demands  such  l - ove  makes .

I t  m u s t  n o t  b e  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  s e v e r a l  f e e l i n g s
a r e  d i s t i - n g u i s h e d  s o  n e a t l y  a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e .  A t
f i r s t  t h e  s u b j e c t  w h o  n o t i c e s  t h e s e  f e e J . i n g s  m a y  b e  a b l e  o n l y
t o  i d e n t i f y  a  f r e e - f l o a t i n g  a n x i e t y  s u c h  a s  c a n  o v e r t a k e  a
pe rson  i n  many  s i t ua t i ons  and  t ha t  seems  t o  be  un re ra ted  t o
a n  o b j e c t .  A n x i e t y  o f  t h a t  s o r t  i s  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i n d i s -
t i n c t  f e e l i n g s  b e f o r e  t h e  r e f r . e c t i v e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g
and  i n t e rp re t i ng  beg ins ,  We  know  ne i t he r  p rec i se l y  \ ^ rna t  we
fee l  no r  why  we  f ee l  as  we  do .

T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  b e l o n g s
t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  s i t u a t i n g  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h e  f e e r i n g s  t h a t
a r e  b e i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d .  T h e  f e e r i n g  i t s e r f  f i r s t  e m e r g e s  a n d
c o n t i n u e s  t o  e x i s t  o n  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i m m e d i a c y .  I t  c a n  o n l y
be  d i s t i ngu i shed  f r om and  re ra ted  t o  o the r  f ee l i ngs  ano  come
to  be  unde rs tood  w i t h  r e fe rence  t o  i t s  sou rce  and  ob3ec t  by
d i sce rn i ng  t he  \ " / ays  i n  wh i ch  t he  f ee l i ng  j - s  med ia ted .

I n  Jns iqh t ,  Lone rgan  d i sce rns  t he  p rocess  o f  mov ing  f r om
sens ib l e  da ta  t o  d r s t i nc t i . on  and  i n t e rp re ta t i on  o f  t he  da ta
b y  i n s i g h t . 2 u  H e  t a k e s  t h e  c i r c l e  a s  a n  e x a m p l e .  B e t w e e n  t h e
o r i g i n a l -  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d a t a  s u c h  a s  t h e  v i s u a l -  o r  t a c t i l e
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  w h e e l s  o n  v e h i c l e s  o r  s h i p s '  p o r t h o l e s  a n d
the  concep t i on  o f  equa l - 1  r ad i i  emana t i ng  f r om a  cen t ra l  po rnc

t o  a n y  p o i n t  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  i m a q e  t h a t
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patterns the data and becomes the pivot  for  the br ight  idea

tha t  l eads  t o  t he  de f i n i t i on  o f  t he  c i r c l e .  Med ia t i ng  be tween

expe r i ence  and  concep t i on  t he re  i s  imag ina t i on '

When  we  a re  dea l i ng  w i t h  a  r ea l i t y  t ha t  pe r t a i ns  t o  i n -

t e r i o r  da ta  w i t h i n  a  sub jec t ,  i t  i s  no t  poss ib l e  t o  imag ine

a  v i sua l l y  pe rcep t i b l e  f j - gu re  t ha t  i s  comparab le  t o  t he  ob jec t

in the vray that  a c i rcular  drawing is  comparable to a wheel

o r  a  po r t hoJ .e .  I ns tead  t he  sub jec t ' s  con tac t  w i t h  t he  rea l i t y

i s  med ia ted  by  f ee l i ngs  and  by  symbo l s  t ha t  t he  i -mag ina t i on

c rea tes  unde r  t he  impu l se  o f  f ee l i ngs .23  Toge the r  t he  two  t ake

the  sub jec t  f r om  the  i rRmed iacy  o f  expe r i ence  t o  t he  se lec t i on

o f  da ta  t ha t  move  t he  sub jec t  t o  seek  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  i n  t he

da ta  and  t he  t r u th  o f  wha t  i s  i n t e l l i g i b l e .

The  t e r r i f y i ng  d imens ion  o f  r eJ - i g i ous  expe r i ence  may

now be  b rough t  f o r r da rd  t o  i l l u s t r a te  wha t  i s  he re  exp la i ned .

As  has  been  no ted  above ,  t he  f ee l i nq  o f  t e r r o r  t ha t  i s  pa r t

o f  r e l i g i ous  expe r i ence  becomes  d i s t i ngu i shab le  and  i n t e l L i -

g i b l e  t h rough  t he  sub jec t ' s  hes i t ancy  t o  subm i t  comp le te l y

t o  t he  awesome  poh re r  o f  un res t r i c t ed  l ove .  The  sub jec t  i n

t ouch  w i t h  such  I ove  man i f es ted  t owa rds  he r  o r  h im  l ongs  t o

respond  w i t h  a  t o ta l  l o ve  i n  r e tu rn ,  bu t  t h i s  means  re l a t i v i z -

i ng  i n  t he  mos t  r ad i ca l  way  one ' s  a t t achmen t  t o  ca ree r ,  wea l t h ,

p res t i ge ,  good  L imes ,  hea l t h  and  even  pe rsons .  These  ob jec t s

o f  a t t achmen t  a re  qu i t e  conc re te .  A  pe rson ' s  f ea r  i s  qu i t e

p rec i se  when ,  r e l a t i ve  t o  t hose  ob iec t s ,  t he  pe rson  f ee l s

u r g e d  t o  s h i f t  h i s  o r  h e r  p r i o r i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t s .  I t  i s  p r e -

c i se l y  t he  image  o f  t hose  i n t e res t s ,  and  t he  way  i n  wh i ch

the  sub jec t  i s  consc ious  o f  be ing  d rawn  t o  r ea r range  t he i r

r e l a t i ve  p r i o r i t y ,  t ha t  becomes  a  veh i c l e  f o r  t he  f ee l i ng

o f  t e r r o r .  S imu l t aneous l y ,  t he  sub jec t  I ongs  t o  r ea r range

p r i o r i t i e s  and  ye t  f ea r s  t o  90  ahead  w i t h  t he  a t t i t ud i na l

and  p rac t i ca l  sh i f t .  The  comb ina t i on  o f  l ong ing  and  f ea r  a l e r t s

t he  sub jec t  t o  t he  t r anscenden t  sou rce  o f  t he  un res t r i c t ed

Iove  and  t he  t r anscenden t  ob jec t  o f  t he  t e r i i f y i ng  l ong ing

to  l ove  a l l  t he  way  i n  r esPonse .

The  f ee l i ng  o f  t e r r o r  be long ing  t o  t he  response  t o  un re -

s t r i c t ed  l ove  i s  a l so  med ia ted  t h rough  symbo l s .  Human  imag ina -

t ion creates symbols to represent the focus of  the combined

feel ings of  r^ tonder,  a\ , te,  Ionging,  terror ,  sorro l , ,  and love'

Mys te r y ,  da rkness ,  unapp roachab le  t i gh t ,  t he  a I I  and  t he  no -

t h i ng ,  t he  c l oud  o f  unknow ing ,  t he  c l oud  o f  f o rge t t i ng

these are words and phrases whj-ch imaginat ion uses to nean
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a l ove  t ha t  i s  t o t a l l y  beyond  eve ry  t h i s -wo r td l y - secu r i t y

and  t ha t  beckons  t he  human  sub jec t  t o  r espond  by  l - ov i ng l - y

t ak i ng  t he  r i s k  t o  s t ep  ac ross  t he  t h resho ld  i n t o  a  secu r i t y

o f  an  en t i r e l y  d i f f e ren t  o rde r .  Connec ted  w l t h  t hese  rmages

a re  qua l i t a t j - ve  r esponses  on  t he  pa r t  o f  t he  sub jec t  who  sub -

m i t s :  s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  s e r v i c e ,  a b a n d o n m e n t ,  p o v e r t y  o f  s p i r i t ,

d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s ,  s e l f - g i v i n g .  T o g e t h e r  t h e s e  i m a g e s  a n d

t h e i r  q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  I i k e I y  t o  b e  t e r r i f y i n g l y

unse t t l i ng ,  even  as  t hey  aLso  evoke  wonde r ,  a r . r e ,  g ra t i t ude ,

l ong ing ,  so r ro$ ,  ove r  i nadequac ies  and  f a i l u res  i n  ou r  r esponse ,

and  above  a l J - ,  l o ve ,  because  t he  f i n i t e  pe rson  i s  be ing  d rawn

in to  t he  embrace  o f  i n f i n i t e  I ove  and  i n t o  a  r esponse  t ha t

keeps  mov ing  t owa rd  t he  j - n f i n i t e .

T e r r o r a s a T r u e a n d A u t h e n t j - c C o m p o n e n t o f R e l i q i o u s L o v e

W e  h a v e  c a u g h t  a  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  i n c e l l i g i b i l i t y  o f  t h e

u n c a n n y  f e e l i n g  o f  t e r r o r .  B u t  a  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  a b o u t

t h e  o b j e c t i v e  r e f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  f e e J . i n g  o f  t e r r o r .  R e c a I I  t h e

th ree  ques t i ons  ra i sed  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  second  secc l - on

o f  t h i s  e s s a y :  W h a t  i s  t h e  t r u t h - v a I u e  o f  s o - c a I I e d  r e l i g i o u s

e x p e r i e n c e ?  G r a n t e d  t h a t  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  s t r o n g  s u b j e c t i v e

e x p e r l e n c e s ,  w h a t  i s  t h e i r  v a l u e  i n t e r s u b j e c t j - v e l y  a n d  o b j e c -

t i veJ - y?  Does  such  consc iousness  re fe r  t o  any th i ng  more  t han
p a s s i n g  e m o t i o n a l  s t a t e s ,  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  i l l u s i o n s ?  M o r e
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o u r  q u e s t i o n  h a s  t o  d o  \ " / i t h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t r u t h

towa rd  wh j , ch  t he  f eeJ . i ng  o f  t e r r o r  po in t s .  I s  i t  r ea I I y  God

t o  w h o m  t h e  t e r r o r  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  e s s a y

r e l a t e s  u s ?

F i n a I l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  v a l u e  b e y o n d  t r u t h .  F o r

even  i f  t he  t e r ro r  desc r i bed  i n  t h j - s  essay  does  i ndeed  have

a  t r anscenden t  sou rce  whom we  may  name  God ,  i t  s t i l l  r ema ins

t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h a t  t e r r o r  i s  a u t h e n t i c  i - n  i t s  r e f e r e n c e .

Does  i t  bespeak  a  hea l t hy  and  who fesome  reLa t i onsh ip  w i t h
G o d ,  o r  i s  i t  a b e r r a n t ,  s u c h  t h a t  i t  r e f e r s  t o  G o d  b u t  i n
a  \ r ay  t ha t  d i s t o r t s  ou r  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i t h  God?2q  One  t h i - nks
he re  o f  J im  Jones ,  t he  demagogue  o f  h i s  r e l i g i ous  devo tees
r n  G u y a n a ,  w h o  m a y  h a v e  h a d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  I o n g i n g  f o r
G o d ,  b u t  1 e t  h i s  l o n g i n g  g o  a w r y  i n t o  a  t y r a n n i c a l -  f a n a t r c r s m .

M a y  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  b e  t r u e  o f  t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  d i m e n s i o n

o f  r e l i g i ous  expe r i ence ,  t ha t  i t  i s  l ong i - ng  f o r  God  gone  awry?
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To  de te rm lne  t he  t r u th  and  au then t i c i t y  o f  any  so -ca l l ed

re l i g i ous  expe r l ence  i t  i s  f i r s t  necessa ry  t o  acknow ledge

the  d i f f e rence  o f  t $ / o  d i s t i nc t  bu t  comp lemen ta r y  ho r i zons

w i t h i n  r ea l i t y ,  t he  wo r l d  o f  i n t e r i o r i t y  and  t he  wo r l d  o f

ex te r i o r i t y . 2s  The  l a t t e r  i s  t he  v i s i b l e  wo r l d  o f  s i gh t s  and

sounds ,  t ouches ,  t as tes  and  sme l l s .  f t  i s  t he  wo r l d  o f  f ood '

c l o th i ng ,  she l t e r ,  bus iness ,  econony ,  gove rnmen t t  chu rch '

and  much  o f  domes t i c  l i v i ng  and  o the r  r e l a t i onsh ips '  The  wo r l d

o f  i n t e r i o r i t y  i s  t he  wo r l d  o f  t he  sub jec t  i n  h j - s  o r  he r  im -

med ia te ,  i n t e rna l  expe r i ence .  Re l i g i ous  expe r i ence  may  f i nd

i t s  exp ress ion  i n  t he  ex te r i o r l y  appea r i ng  s i gh t s  and  sounds

o f  t he  r i t ua l s  o f  wo rsh ip ,  i n  t he  gen t l e  t ouch  o f  Mo the r  Te r -

esa ' s  hand  upon  a  pe rson  dy i ng  i n  t he  s t r ee t s  o f  Ca l cu t t a '

i n  t he  sme l l  o f  i n cense  i n  a  Buddh i s t  t emp le .  Bu t  o r i g i na l l y

re l i g i ous  expe r i ence  happens  w i t h i n  t he  rea lm  o f  i n t e r i o r i t y '

I tS  ma t r i x  i s  w i t h i n  t he  consc iousness  o f  pe rsons  ove r t aken

by  wonde r ,  awe ,  l ong ing ,  sadness ,  t e r r o r ,  I ove  t ha t  i n t ima tes

u l t imacy .  On Iy  t he  pe rson  who  acknow ledges  t ha t  t he  da ta  o f

t he  i nne r  as  we l l  as  t he  ou te r  wo r l d  i n i gh t  be  da ta  on  ob jec -

t i v e ,  s e l f - t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l i t y  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g

the  t r u th  o f  t he  sou rce  and  ob jec t  o f  t e r r o r  and  o f  t he  o the r

f ee l i ngs  t ha t  r espond  t o  un res t r i c t ed  l ove -

I n  add i t i on ,  two  f u r t he r  ho r i zons  need  t o  be  d i s t i ngu i shed

and acknowledged as val id ly d ist inct :  the wor ld of  i l rnanent

conce rns  and  t he  wo r l d  t ha t  r eaches  i n t o  a  r ea lm  o f  t r anscen -

den t  mean ing .  I n  t he  wo r l d  o f  immanen t  conce rns  one  i s  con -

s c i o u s  o f  o n e s e l f  w i t h  o n e ' s  n e e d s ,  o f  w a k i n g  a n d  s l e e p i n q ,

o f  su r v i v i ng  and  p rospe r i ng .  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t he  rea lm  o f  t r ans -

cenden t  mean ing  one  i s  consc ious  o f  onese f f  as  r each ing  beyond

the  imnanen t  t owa rd  u l t ima te  conce rns .  He re  t he re  a re  needs

too  t ha t  can  t ake  t he  f o rm  o f  r es t l - ess  l ong ing  t ha t  i s  no t

sa t i s f i ed  by  any  human  i n te rpe rsona l  r e l a t i onsh ip ,  o f  a  wonde r

tha t  seeks  comp le te  i n t e t l i g i b i J - i t y ,  o f  an  awe  whe reby  t he

sub jec t  senses  i t se f f  t o  be  i n  t he  p resence  o f  a  power  beyond

any th i ng  I im i t ed  t o  t h i s  wo r l - d -  Aga in ,  i t  i s  on l y  t he  pe rson

who  i s  p repa red  t o  acknow ledge  t he  ob jec t i ve  va l i d i t y  o f  t he

data both of  the wor ld of  immanent concerns and of  the wor ld

o f  t r anscenden t  conce rns  who  can  de te rm ine  t he  t r u th  o f  t he

sou rce  and  ob jec t  o f  t e r r o r  i n  r esponse  t o  un res t r i c t ed  l ove .

Fo r  t he  t r u th  o f  r e l i g i ous  t e r ro r  canno t  be  de te rm ined  by

anyone  who  re j ec t s  ou t  o f  hand  t he  poss ib i l j - t y  o f  a  r ea l i t y

t ha t  t r anscends  immanen t  r e fe rences .
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Once  an  i nves t i ga to r  acknow ledges  t he  rea lms  o f  j - nce r ro r_

i t y  and  t r anscenden t  mean ing  t he  i s sue  o f  t he  t r u th  o f  t e r r o r
a s  a  p a r t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i . e . ,  i t s  a d e q u a c y  a s  a
f e e l i n g  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  m e a n i n g ,  m a y  b e  r e s o l v e d  b y  d e t e r m r n r n g
whe the r  such  expe r i ence  on  t he  pa r t  o f  a  sub jec t  can  t r ace
i t s  cause  t o  any  ex te rna l ,  o r  psycho log i ca l  sou rce .16  I f  t he
feeJ - i ng  i - s  i n t e rp re ted  co r rec t r y  as  t e r ro r ,  and  i f  t he  f ee r i ng
canno t  be  f u I l y  accoun ted  f o r  by  t he  me thods  o f  t he  na tu ra l
sc i ences  o r  t he  human i t i es ,  t hen  j - t  may  be  conc ruded  t ha t
t he re  i s  su f f i c i en t  ev i dence  t o  i den t i f y  t he  reason  f o r  t he
fee l i - ng  t o  be  t he  p resence  o f  a  r ea l i t y  t ha t  t r anscends  t he
human  sub jec t  and  t ha t  i s  d raw ing  t he  sub jec t  t owa rd  t r anscen -
d e n t  r e a r i t y .  M o r e o v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  t e r r o r  i s  o n e  d i m e n s i o n
o f  a n  i r r e s i s t i b l e  a t t r a c t i o n ,  a  b e i n g  i n  l o v e  i n  a n  u n r e _
s t r i c t ed  way ,  i t s  t r anscenden t  ob jec t  mus t  be  a  l ov i ng  and
rovab le  sub jec t ,  somehow pe rsona r .  r f  t he  t r anscenden t  ob jec t
who  i s  sub jec t  may  be  named  God ,  j " t  may  be  conc luded  t ha t
r e r a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a r  G o d  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  w e  a r e  a f r a i d
to  l ove  a l l  t he  way .

The  au then t i c i t y  o f  t he  f ee l i ng  o f  t e r r o r  i s  ano the r
ma t t e r .  The  au then t i c j - t y  o f  t he  t e r r i f y i ng  d imens ion  o f  r e_
l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  i t s  a p p r o p r r a t e n e s s  c r s  r e _
l i g i ous .  G ran ted  t ha t  t he  human  f ea r  a t t endan t  upon  un re_
s t r i c t ed  l ove  happens ,  and  g ran ted  t ha t  i t  r e l a tes  t o  cod ,
i s  i t  a  who . l - esome  fee l i ng?  I s  such  t e r ro r  1n  t he  p resence
o f  t he  t r anscenden t  a  hea l t hy  way  f o r  t he  f i n i t e  pe rson  t o
respond  t o  un res t r i c t ed  l - ove?  The  ansv re r  t o  t h i s  ques t i on
can  be  ach ieved  by  de te rmrn ing  whe the r  t he  t e r ro r  ac tua l l y
be longs  t o  l ove  o f  God  on  t he  pa r t  o f  t he  human  sub jec t  o f
t h e  t e r r o r ,  i . e . ,  w h e t h e r  i t  l e a d s  o n e  m o r e  c l e a r l y  t o  d i s c e r n
G o d ' s  l o v e  a n d  m o r e  h o n e s t l y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  i t ,  o r  w h e t h e r
i t  e i t he r  de t rac t s  f r om tha t  r ove  by  debas i , ng  i t  o r  de t rac t s
f r o m  i t  b y  s u p p r e s s i n g  i t .

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  d e t r a c t i o n ,  t e r r o r  w o u l d  b e  a  f a i l u r e
t o  f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  w i t h  s e l f - t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  e i t h e r  i n t e t l e c _
tua l l y  o r  mo ra r l y .  r f  t he  de t rac t i on  v , r e re  on  t he  l eve r_  o f
i n t e l l i gence  and  reason ,  f ea r  wou ld  f ead  t he  human  sub jec t
t o  s h r i n k  f r o m  p u r s u i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t e  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  o f  G o d .
r n s t e a d  i t  w o u l d  a r l o w  i t s e r f  t o  s t o p  a t  a  G o d  w h o  i s  f e a r s o m e ,
pe rhaps  by  a f f i rm ing  God  t o  be  a  de i t y  wh i ch  uses  i t s  abso lu te
power  i n  an  a rb i t r a r y  way  o r  wh i ch  i s  venge fu l  o i :  un fo rg r v l ng .
r n  t h i s  c a s e  f e a r  w o u l d  b e  u n a u t h e n t i c  b e c a u s e  G o d ' s  c h a r a c c e r
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is  t o  be  a f f i rmed  t o  be  cons i s t en t  w i t h  t he  expe r i ence  o f

un res t r i c t ed ,  abso lu te  l ove ,  and  ne i . t he r  a rb i t r a r y  no r  venge fu l .

I f  t he  de t rac t i on  we re  on  t he  f eve l  o f  mo ra l  ac t i on  f ea r

might  be analogous to the way some people re late to author i ty

i n  t he i r  I i ves .  They  p re fe r  t o  be  excess i ve l y  nonasse r t i ve

and  f ea r f u l  be fo re  au tho r i t y  r a the r  t han  exe rc i s i ng  t he  respon -

s i b i l i t y  t o  r e l a te  t o  t he  rea l , ,mean ing  o f  au tho r i t y  and  sub -

m iss i on .  The  pe rson  chooses  t o  r ema in  comfo r t ab le  w i t h  t he

fea r  t o  wh i ch  he  o r  she  has  becone  accus tomed ,  and  i s  unw i l l i ng

to  make  t he  e f f o r t  t o  d i spe l  t he  d i shones t  r e l a t i onsh ips  t o

wh i ch  f ea r  l eads .  When  f ea r  o f  t h i s  so r t  i s  pa r t  o f  r e l i ' g i ous

expe r i ence  j - t  keeps  t he  sub jec t  f r on  pu rsu ing  a  r eJ ' a t i onsh ip

w i t h  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  w h i c h  i s  m o r a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  i ' e ' ,

based upon the f reedom of  the human subject  who knows and

. I oves  a  God  whose  l ove  i nv i t es  human  c rea tu res  f r ee l y  and

c rea t i ve l y  t o  deve lop  t hemse l ves ,  i n  i n t e rac t i on  w i t h  na tu re ,

one  ano the r ,  and  w i - t h  t he  de i tY .

Bes ides  de t rac t i ng  f r om genu ine  l ove  o f  God  on  t he  pa r t

o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s ' h u m a n  s u b j e c t ,  f e a r  c a n  u n a u t h e n t i c a l l y  d i s -

t r ac t  t he  sub jec t  f r om  l ov i ng  a l l  t he  way -  I n  t h i s  case  i t

can  d r i ve  t he  sub iec t  t o  supp ress  t he  " f a te fu l -  ca1 l "  t o  ho l i -

ness  t ha t  i t  knows  w i l l  mean  g i . v i ng  up  a l l  t h i s -wo r l d l y  secu r -

i t y .  Fea r  o f  t he  t h i s -wo r l - d I y  i nsecu r i t y  connec ted  w i t h  J -ov i ng

God  can  so  d i s t r ac t  a  pe rson  t ha t  she  o r  he  p l unges  i n t o  a

f r ene t j - c  pu rsu i t  o f  wea l t h ,  p res t i ge ,  po r4 re r ,  human  con tac t ,

so - ca l l ed  use fu l  wo rk ,  and  so  on ,  de l i be ra te l y  t o  f o rge t  t he

pu I l  t owa rd  o the r -wo r l d l y  i nsecu r i t y  t ha t  r es t s  on  t r anscen -

den t  l ove .

on  t he  o the r  hand ,  when  t he  human  sub jec t  i s  t e r r i f i ed

i n  t he  p resence  o f  an  un res t r i c t ed  l - ove  t ha t  demands  t o ta l

commi t t ed  l ove  i n  r e tu rn ,  and  f ee l s  t h j - s  t e r ro r  p rec i se l y

because  she  o r  he  hones t l y  l ongs  t o  l ove  a l l  t he  way  i n  r e tu rn ,

bu t  i s  i nc reas ing l y  awa re  o f  poss ib l e  devas ta t i ng  imp l i ca t j - ons

fo r  a1 l  t h i s -wo r Id I y  secu r i t y  i f  one  g i ves  i n  t o  such  l ove ,

t h i s  t e r ro r  r ep resen t s  no t  a  supp ress ion  o f  bu t  a  subm iss i on

to  t he  f a te fu l  ca I I  t o  ho l i ness .  when  one  f ee l s  t e r ro r  p re -

c i se l y  abou t  l e t t i ng  onese l f  nove  t owa rd  a  f r ee  and  c rea t i ve

l ove  w i t hou t  l im i t s ,  such  t e r ro r  i s  a  r espons ib l e  med ia t i on

o f  movemen t  beyond  ch l l d i sh  and  ado lescen t  t o  adu l t  r e l i g i ous

fee l i ng .  when  a  sub jec t  f ee l s  t e r ro r  p rec j - se I y  because  he

o r  she  i s  i n  t he  p resence  o f  a  f ove  t ha t  i s  un res t r i c t ed ,

i nv i t i ng  un res t r i c t ed  l ove  i n  r e tu rn ,  t hen  t h i s  i s  a  t e r ro r



7 0 METHOD

t h a t  b e l o n g s  t o  a  s u b j e c t  w i t l i n g  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f
d i v i ne  rea l i t y  desp i t e  t he  d read  p rovoked  by  t he  impend ing

answer .  r n  cases  such  as  t hese  f ea r  be longs  au then t i ca l Lv

t o  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .

F ina l I y ,  t he re fo re ,  i t  seems  bo th  adequa te  and  app rop raace

to  c l a im  t ha t  t he re  j - s  an  au then t i c  t e r r i f y i ng  d imens ion  o f
r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  n o t  a  c r i n g i n g  b e f o r e  a n  a r b i t r a r y

God  no r  a  despa i r i ng  f ea r  be fo re  a  venge fu l  God ,  bu t  r a the r

a  t e r ro r  be fo re  t he  pu r r  o f  un res t r i c t ed  rove  d raw ing  us  i n t o

the  r i s k  o f  l ov i ng  a l l  t he  way  i n  r e tu rn .  Such  t e r ro r  does

n o t  a r i s e  b e c a u s e  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i l l  n o t  r e l a t e  t o  j . n f i n i t e

I ove  o r  because  t he  sub jec t  w i I I  no t  move  beyond  t he  morb id

comfo r t  o f  r ema in i ng  a t  an  ea r l , i e r  s t age  o f  deve lopmen t .  The

te r ro r  desc r i bed  above  i s  j us t  t he  oppos i t e  o f  t hose  de t rac t i ng

r e s p o n s e s  t o  u n r e s t r i c t e d  I o v e  b e c a u s e  i t  m a k e s  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s

awa reness  even  keene r  t ha t  i t  i s  un res t r i c t ed  Love  t ha t  i s
e x e r t i n g  a  p u I I  w i t h i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

No r  does  t he  t e r ro r  au then t i ca l l y  assoc ia ted  w i t h  r e_

l i g i ous  expe r i ence  encou rage  t he  sub jec t  t o  pu rsue  t he  d r s t r ac_

t i o n s  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  m o d e s  o f  t h i s - w o r l d r y  s e c u r i t y .  r t  a r i s e s

because  t he  sub jec t  knows  i t  canno t  subm i t  t o  such  r im i t ed

p r o m i s e s  o f  s e c u r i t y .  T h e  s u b j e c t  k n o w s  i t  m u s t  r i s k  a l f  e l - s e

to  seek  i t s  secu r i t y  on l y  i n  un rese rved  subm iss i on  t o  t he
pu I I  o f  a  mys te r j - ous ,  un res t r i c t ed  l ove .
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sThe anonymous author of The Cloud of unknowinq maintains
that "the superabundant love and worttr iness of God himself"
i s  so  overwhe lming  tha t  "a t  the  s ignof  th ls ,  a l l  na ture
t r e m b l e s ,  a f L l e a r n e d  m e n  a r e  f o o l s ,  a n d  a l I  t h e  s a i n t s  a n d
ange ls  a re  b l i .nded, "  ed .  James Walsh  INY:  Pau l is t  Press ,
1 9 8 1  I  ,  c h a p t e r  X I I I '  p .  1 4 8 .

6Method in Theol
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7  Ge rha rd  K i t t e I ,  ed .  Theo loq i s
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r 3  E r i c  V o e g e l i n ,  " r m m o r t a l i t y , "  H a r v a r d  T h e o l o q i c a l

R e v i e w  6 0 1 1 9 6 7 1 ,  p p .  2 3 5 - 2 7 9 .
t u  Does  t he  r i ch  young  man  o f  t he  Gospe l s  choose  no t  t o

f o l l ow  Jesus  mere l - y  because  he  i s  t oo  much  a t t ached  t o  wea l t h ,
o r  m igh t  he  no t  a l so  be  sh r i nk i ng  f r om the  demands  o f  Jesus '
I ove  t o  g i ve  up  a I I  h i s  ea r t h l y  possess ions  i n  o rde r  t o  be
f r e e  t o  b e  a  d i s c i p l e ?  S e e  M a r k  1 0 :  1 7 - 3 1 ,  a n d  p a r a l l e l s .

I  sMethod in Theol ,  p .  2 4 2 .
t u  I s  Jesus '  agony  i n  Ge thsemane  on l y  a  f ea r  i n  t he  f ace

o f  t he  no th j - ngness  o f  dea th  o r  a  d i sgus t  w i t h  s i n ,  o r  m igh t
i t  no t  be  a l - so  a  t e r ro r  i n  t he  f ace  o f  God  whose  l ove  i s
so  t o ta l l y  demand ing  t ha t  t he  uncon t ro l Lab le  no th i ngness
o f  d e a t h  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  g o ?  S e e  M a r k  1 4 2  3 2 - 4 2 ,  a n d  p a r -
a I l , e I s .

t T M e t h o d  i n  T h e o l o q y ,  p .  1 1 3 . t B r b i d . ,  p .  1 1 ' 1 .
t '  S u b t i t l e d ,  M v s t i c i s m  i n  a  P e r s o n a l  L i q h t  I G a r d e n  C i t y :

D o u b l e d a y  &  C o . ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 6 1 ,  s e e  p .  7 .
20Fo r  r eade rs  un fam i l i a r  w i t h  h i s  wo rk ,  I  no te  t ha t  Lone r -

gan  a r t i cu l a tes  a  d i s t i nc t i on  i n  consc iousness  be tween  ques -
t i ons  f o r  i n t e l l i gence  t ha t  seek  t o  unde rs tand ,  ques t i ons
fo r  r e f l ec t i on  t ha t  seek  t o  know  the  t r u th  o f  one ' s  unde r -
s tand ing ,  and  ques t i ons  f o r  de l i be ra t i on  t ha t  seek  t o  de te r -
m ine  dec i s i ons  and  ac t i on .  The  f i r s t  t ype  o f  ques t i ons  l ooks
to  cohe rence ,  wh i l e  t he  second  l ooks  t o  su f f i c i en t  ev i dence
fo r  one ' s  i ns i gh t s  o r  hypo theses .  The  t h i r d  t ype  o f  ques t i on
asks what one ought to do about what one knows and in what
order to do i t .  See Method in Theolggl ,  p.  9,  where the set
o f  consc ious  ope ra t i o@e f i r s t  t ype  o f  ques -
t i on  i s  named  t he  i n t e l l ec tua l  Leve l  o f  consc iousness ,  t he
second  t he  ra t i ona l  l eve1 ,  and  t he  t h i r d  t he  respons ib l e
l eve l .  Fo r  a  f u l l e r  deve lopmen t  o f  Lone rgan rs  concep t i on
o f  i n t e l l i gen t  and  ra t i ona l  consc iousness ,  see  I ns i qh t :  A
S tudy  o f  Human  Unde rs tand inq  I London :  Longmans ,  G reen  &  Co .  ,
1 9 5 7 1 ,  p p .  2 7 1 - 2 7 8 .  O n  d e l i b e r a t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s e e  M e t h o d
in  Theo loqv ,  pp .  34 -41  .

2  rMe thod  i n  Theo logy ,  pp .  30 -31  .
22see  

Eg i . g ! ! ,  pp .  7 -9 ,  10 .  See  a l . so ,  Be rna rd  Lone rgan ,
Unde rs tand inq  and  Be ing ,  eds .  BL i zabe th  and  Mark  Mo re l l i
I N Y :  M e l l e n  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 0 j ,  p p .  4 9 - 5 1 .  B o t h  t e x t s  d i s t i n g u i s h
emp i r i ca l  da ta ,  image  and  concep t r  and  d i scuss  t he  re l a t i on -
ship anong then.
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2 3  r ^ - ^ - ^ ^ -  ^ ^Lo0e rgan  aqd resses  t he  re l a t i onsh ip  be t$ /een  f eeJ , i ngs
a n d  s y m b o l s  i n  " T i m e  a n d  M e a n i n g , ' t  a  1 9 6 2 l e c t u r e  i n  B e r n a r d
Lone rqan :  3  Lec tu res  IMon t rea l :  Thomas  More  rns t i t u t e  To r
A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n ,  1 9 7 5 1 :  " B y  a f f e c t s  a n d  o u r  a f f e c t i o n s  ( a f f e c -
t i ons  a re  some th ing  more  e l abo ra te  t han  a f f ec t s ) ,  we  have
ou r  o r i en ta t i on  i n  I i f e ,  j . n  t he  wo r l d .  They  revea l  t he  d i r ec -
t i o n  o f  o u r  I i v i n g ,  o u r  a t t i t u d e s  t o  t h e  w o r I d ,  t o  o t h e r  p e r _
sons ,  t o  t h i ngs ,  A  symbo l  i s  an  image  t ha t  e i t he r  i nduces
a n  a f f e c t ,  c a u s e s  t h e  a f f e c t  t o  a r i s e ,  o r ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,
exp resses  an  a f f ec t :  one  has  t he  a f f ec t  f i r s t  and  t he  image
e m e r g e s .  I m a g e s  t h a t  a r e  s y m b o l s ,  t h a t  i s ,  e x p r e s s i o n s  o r
c a u s e s  o f  a f f e c t s ,  a l s o  r e v e a l  t h e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  t h e  o r i e n t a _
t i on  o f  a  pe rson  i n  t he  wo r l , d  and  t owa rds  o the r  pe rsons ' ,  I p .
? 1 I

2 q  T h o  d r n a a r n ' , - s  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a b e r r a n t  t e r r o r  h a s  a l r e a d v
been  ra i sed  above .

' s  L o n e r g a n  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  w o r l d s  o f  m e a n i n g :  e x c e r L o r ,
i n t e r i o r ,  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  a n d  t r a n s c e n d e n t  i n  , ' T i m e  a n d  M e a n i n g , "
p p .  4 4 - 4 8 .  S e e  a I s o ,  M e t h o d  i n  T h e o l o q v ,  p p .  g 1 - g 5 .

26  
"Adequa te "  anc l ,  be1ow ,  "app rop r j , a t e , '  a re  used  he re  r - n

the  sense  deve loped  by  Dav id  T racy  j . n  B lessed  Raqe  f o r  O rde r
I N Y :  T h e  S e a b u r y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  l d e q u a t @
c i e n t  g r o u n d  f o r  a  c l a i m  ( l n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a s e ,  t h a t  t h e  f e a r _
fuLness  connec ted  w i t h  un res t r i c t ed  l ove  i s  ac tua l l y  an  i n_
t i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t ,  l o v i n g  c o d ) .  S e e  p .  5 5 ,  a n d
p .  5_7 ,  n .  4 ,  whe re  T racy  acknow ledges  Schube r t  Ogden ,s  o r t -
g i na l  use  o f  t he  t e rms .  App rop r i a te  exp resses  va l - ue  ( i n  t he
p r e s e n t  c a s e ,  o f  t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  d i m e n s i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r t _
ence  as  cons i s t en t  w i t h  t he  Ch r i s t i an  t r ad i t i on  abou t  God ,
t h a t  i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w i t n e s s
t o  G o d ) .  S e e  p .  ' 1 2 .




