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I N  T H I S  I S S U E  O F  J q E T H O D

J .  F i t z p a t r i c k  a r g u e s  t h a t  R .  N e e d h a m ,  j n  h i s  s t u d y
o f  b e l i . e f ,  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  d i s p a r a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s
o f  b e l i e f  a r e  r e l a t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  t o  d i s p a r a t e  e p i s t e m o l o g i e s .
T h e  r e s u l t ,  F i t z p a t r . . c k  c o n c l u d e s ,  i s  t h a t  N e e d h a m ' s  o b j e c t i o n s
to  t he  vo lun ta r y  bas l s  o f  be l - i e f  a f f i rmed  by  Lone rgan  a re
un founded ,  h i s  r ead ings  o f  Hume  and  Kan t  a re  r n i s t aken ,  and
so  t he  ev j . dence  he  ga the rs  t o  suppo r t  h i s  conc lus i on  i n  f avo r
o f  e x t r e m e  r e l a t i v i s m  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t .

A r i s t o t l e r s  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  P l a t o n i c  p o s i t i o n  o n
t h e  l d e a s  i s  r e g a r d e d  b y  s o m e  a s  a  p o s i t i v e  s t e p  t o w a r d  c o n -
c r e L e n e s s  a n d  b y  o t h e r s  a s  a  r e l a p s e  f r o m  P I a t o ' s  h i g h  s p i r i t u -
a l i t y .  c .  P r r . c e  a t t r r b u t e s  t h e  l a t t e r  e s t i m a t i o n  t o  E r i c
Voege l - i n  and  i nqu i r es  whe the r  VoegeJ , i n  has  no t  r es i s t ed  A r i s -
t o t l - e ' s  p r o j e c t  o f  b r i n g i n g  i n t o  c o n s c i o u s  r e f l e c t i o n  t h e
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f e m e n t s  o f  a  l i f e  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  o r d e r  i t s e l - f
i n  t h e  g o o d .  F o r ,  P r i c e  s u g g e s t s ,  V o e g e l i n  l e a v e s  u n a n a l y z e d
t h e  c y c l e  o f  a c t s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  j u d g m e n t  b y  w h i c h
t h e  s o u l  l i v e s  o u t  i t s  o p e n n e s s  t o w a r d  t h e  q o o d -

Two  opposed  t endenc ies  mark  con tempo ra ry  po l i t i ca l  ph i l - o -
sophy  l i be ra l  de rnoc ra t i c  and  Marx i s t  pos i t i ons  t end  t o
c o l l a p s e  r e l i g i o u s ,  p e r s o n a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  j - n t o  v i t a f
a n d  s o c i a l  v a l u e s l  w h e r e a s  c l a s s i c a J - J - y  i n s p i r e d  p o s i t i o n s
t e n d  t o  n e g l e c t  v i t a l -  a n d  s o c i a l  v a L u e s  i n  t h e i r  h a s c e  c o
s t reng then  and  so  p rese rve  t he  h i ghe r  r eaches  o f  human  s t r l - v -
r n9 .  R .  Do ran  a rgues  t ha t  bo th  t endenc ies  a re  ma r red  by  a
c o m m o n  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n d j t i o n i n g  I i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  s u p e r -
s t r uc tu re  and  t he  i n f r as t r uc tu re  o f  soc i e t y .  Do ran  a t t emp ts
to  es tab l i sh  t he  re l a t i on  be t \ , r een  cu l t u ra l  and  soc ia l  va l ues
a n d  s o  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y ,  f i r s t  i n  t h e o r y  a n d  t h e n
by  p ropos lng  a  p rog ram to  g round  con tempo ra ry  p rax i s .  The
so lu t i on ,  Do ran  a rgues  t h roughou t ,  l i e s  i n  a  new  sc l ence
o f  i n t e r i o r i t y .

M .  R e n d e  p r o v i d e s  a  c o n c i s e  a n d  i f l u m i n a t i n g  a n a l y s i s
o f  t he  con tex t s  o f  deve lopmen t  o f  Lone rgan ' s  cen t ra l -  no t i on
o f  c o n v e r s i o n ,  a n d  o f f e r s  i n  a d d i t i o n  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  m e a n -
i ngs  o f  r e l i g i ous ,  mo ra l  and  i n t e l l - ec tua l -  conve rs i on  as  moda l - i -
t i e s  o f  s e l - f - t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

D i a l , o q u e :  H .  M e y n e l - f  a r g u e s ,  a g a i n s t  e m p i r i c i s m ,  t h a t  t h e
men ta l ,  p rocess  t o  be  appJ - i ed  t o  sense  da ta  f o r  t he  acqu i s i t i on
o f  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  b e e n ,  a n d  m u s t  n o t  b e ,  n e g l e c t e d .  J .  H a n i n k
q u e s t i o n s  M e y n e l l - ' s  v i e w  o f  I a n g u a g e ,  h i s  a p p a r e n t  s u g g e s t i o n
t h a t  m a t e r i a - l  o b j e c t s  a r e  r p o s t u l a t e d ' ,  a n d  h i s  s e e m i n g  r e t i -
c e n c e  t o  s h o w  h o w  i t  i s  t h a t  j u d g m e n t s  ' f i t '  t h e  e v i d e n c e
o f  s e n s a t l o n .

No tes :  W.  S tewa r t  exposes  t he  re l evance  o f  Lone rgan ' s  doc t r r ne
o f  m e a n i n g  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e a t r i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n s ,
and  S .  Moo re  reca l . l - s  h i s  Cambr i dge  p ro fesso r ,
a n d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  s h l f t  i n  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n

R .  L e a v j , s ,
l i t e r a t u r e

and  l i f e  t ha t  he  embod ied .

B o o k  R e v i e w :  V .  G r e g s o n  o f f e r s  a  c r i t i c a f

o f

assessmen t  o f  t he
to  pu t  Lone rgan  '  so the rs

1n Ineo_t
r a . o n f  ^  i '  j ' a m n i  h v  ' 1 '  T o l r  i  n n o  r n dr L , \ r y v s

m e t h o o o l o g i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  M e t h o d t o  u s e .



LONERGAN I S NOTION OF BELIEF

J .  F i t z p a t r i c k

Human intersub j  ect ivi ty ,  Lonergan argues' is something

tha t  occurs  spontaneous ly  in  a  var ie ty  o f  con tex ts . r  I  p re face

an account  o f  h is  no t ion  o f  be l ie f  w i th  th is  remark  les t

the  mis lead ing  impress ion  be  g iven tha t  Lonergan be l - ieves

a l - I  i .n te rsub jec t ive  communica t ion  to  be  ra t iona l  and premedi -

ta ted .  More  than most  modern  ph i losophers ,  he  is  aware  o f

communi ty - fee l ing  and fe l low- fee I ing ,  o f  psych ic  contag ion

and emot ionaf  iden t i f i ca t ion  - -  o f  fo rms o f  in te rac t ion  tha t

are  no t  the  ob jec t  s imp ly  o f  cho i -ce  or  dec is ion .  Moreover ,

he is ahrare of the irrat ional forces that can i-nhibit  or

block the path towards the accumulation of insights and sound

judgments .2  Lonergan 's  account  o f  be l ie f  wh ich  cons iders  the

ac t  o f  be l ie f  to  be  based on  a  ra t iona l  dec is ion  is  normat ive :

j . t  i s  no t  meant  to  exc lude a  pr io r i  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  i r ra -

t iona l l y  induced be f ie fs ;  i t  i s  a  norm tha t  can  a l l  too  eas i l y

be broken. But i t  is a norm and as such marks out certain

uses  o f  the  word  - -  what  we might  des ignate  as  ' t rue  be l ie f '

o r  ' respons ib le  beL ie f '  - -  aga ins t  wh ich  any  o ther  use  o f

t h e  w o r d  c a n  b e  m e a s u r e d .  F i n a l l y ,  ' b e l i e f i s  a  w o r d  u s e d

in  a  w ide  var ie ty  o f  senses  tha t  a re  de termined by  contex t .

T h u s  t h e r e  i s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  ' b e l i e f i n  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l

s e n s e  o f  o p i n i o n  w h i c h  f a 1 l s  s h o r t  o f  c e r t a i n t y  ( e . 9 . ,  " I

b e l i e v e  i t  m i g h t  r a i n  l a t e r r r ) ;  a n d  o f  ' b e l i e f i m p l i e d  b y

knowledge (e .g . ,  " I  know I  am wr i t ing  a t  my desk" ,  imp ly ing

tha t  I  a fso  be l ieve  th is ) ;  o r  there  is  be l ie f  in  someth ing

as  a  des i rab le  s ta te  o f  a f fa i rs  wh ich  does  no t  ex is t  a t  p re-

s e n t  ( e . 9 . ,  " r  b e f i e v e  i n  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  m e n  b e f o r e

the  Iaw") ,  imp ly ing  some fo rm o f  mora l  commi tment .  Lonergan 's

u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  ' b e l i e f i s  a  s o m e w h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  u s e  i n t e n d e d

to  br ing  ou t  the  soc iaLcharac ter  o f  what  we caL l  knowledge.

But i t  1s not in any vtay an aberrant or exceptional use.

As I hope to show, i t  is a primary or central use of the

word and other, more peripheral uses can easi ly be accommo-

dated by his theory of how judgments of fact and value are

ar r ived  a t .

In his acquisit ion of the knowledge that informs his

decisions and actions i t  would absurd to think that the know-

ing subject confines his judgment to what he comes to know

by and for himself.  Our senses are confined to a very narrow

1  0 1



1 0 2 METHOD

s t r i p  o f  s p a c e - t i m e  a n d  v r e  p e r f o r c e  r e l y  o n  t h e  s e n s e s  o f

o the rs  t o  l ea rn  abou t  t he  wo r l d .  L i kew i se  we  depend  on  t he

ins i gh t s  o f  o the rs  and  t he  f o rmu la t i on  o f  t hese  i n  concep t s ,

h y p o t h e s e s ,  t h e o r i e s ,  s a y i n g s ,  t e c h n i q u e s ,  e t c .  A n d  o u r  j u d g m e n t

t oo  o f  wha t  i s  o r  i s  no t  t he  case  i s  f j . I l - ed  ou t  by  t heknow ledge

lea rned  f r om o the rs .  Fu r t he r ,  t he  p resuppos i t i ons  upon  wh i ch

i n s i g h t s  a r e  b u i l t  a r e  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e

conmon l - y  assumed ,  and  even  t ha t  know ledge  we  gene ra te  by  ou r -

se l ves  i s  f used  i n  symb io t i c  f ash ion  w i t h  a  f a r  l a rge r  con tex t

o f  know ledge  we  t ake  ove r  f r om o the rs .  I n  o the r  wo rds ,  \ r / e

ex i s t  and  dec ide  and  ac t  i - n  a  web  o f  be l i e f  and  advancemen t

i n  know ledge  wou ld  be  imposs ib l e  i f  t h i s  we re  no t  t he  case .

L i k e  M i c h a e l  P o l a n y i , 3  L o n e r g a n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s c i e n c e  r s  s u s -

t a i ned  and  p rog resses  by  bu i l d i ng  on  ex i s t i ng  know ledge ,  wh i ch

i s  no t  sub jec t  t o  cons tan t  r ev i s l on ,  and  by  co l l abo ra t i - on ,

by  wh i ch  i s  mean t  t he  con t r j , bu t i on  t o  a  common  p lan  o r  pu rsu i t

o f  t he  f i nd i ngs  o f  a  nu rnbe r  o f  spec ia l _ i s t s .  Know ledge  i s  h i s -

t o r i ca f  and  soc ia l -  and  w i t hou t  be l j - e f  no t  on l y  sc i ence  bu t

common  sense  and  common  J - l v i ng  wou ld  dec l i ne .  "Human  know ledge ,
f h a n  i  -  h ^ f  i  h n  i  , ,  i  ^ , , -  1L u e r r ,  r s  r r o L  s o m e  y v o o c s s i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  a  c o m m o n

f u n d ,  f r o m  w h i c h  e a c h  m a y  d r a w  b y  b e l i e v i n g ,  t o  w h i c h  e a c h

may  con t r i bu te  i n  t he  measu re  t ha t  he  pe r f o rms  h i s  cogn i t i ona t

ope ra t i ons  p rope r l y  and  repo r t s  t he i r  r esu l - t s  accu ra teJ_y . t t {

We  I ea rn  f r om o the rs  no t  on l y  by  r epea t i ng  f o r  ou rse l ves  t he

ac t s  o f  unde rs tand ing  f J . r s t  pe r f o rmed  by  o the rs ,  as ,  f o rexamp le ,

we  l ea rn  Euc l - i dean  geome t r y ,  bu t  mo re  common l y  by  t ak i ng  some_

o n e ' s  w o r d  f o r  i t .  T h l s  a c c o u n t  o f  b e l i e f  f i n d s  i n a d e q u a t e

a  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  a c c o u n t  w h i c h  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  b e h a v i o r i s t ' s

a t t emp t  t o  r educe  i nne r  s t a tes  t o  obse rvab l - e  behav io r .  The

a rgumen ts  aga ins t  t he  d i spos i t i ona l  accoun t  o f  be l i e f  need

no t  be  repea ted  he re .  Le t  i t  su f f i ce  t o  say  t ha t  a l t hough

be l - i e f s  f r eguen t l y  co r re l - a te  w j . t h  pa r t i cuLa r  f o rms  o f  behav io r ,

t h e  o v e r t  b e h a v i - o r  i s  n o t  t h e  b e l l e f  i t s e l f ,  a n d  i t  c a n  b e

sa id  w i t hou t  con t rad i c t i on  t ha t  one  occu rs  w i t hou t  t he  o the r .

T h e  p o s s i b i l i t v  o f  b e l i e f  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t ,  o b s e r v e d

ea r l i e r ,  t ha t  t r u t h  i s  no t  dependen t  on  t he  rn i nd  o f  t he  know j . ng
^ . . L 1 ^ ^ !s u o l e c r ,  r n a r  r r  n a s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  d e t a c h a b l e  q u a l i t y  a n d  a s

such  can  become  a  sha red  possess ion .  The  f i r s t  s t ep  i n  be l i e f

i s  t aken  when  someone  commun l ca tes  h i s  know ledge  t o  ano the r .

The  second  s tep  i s  a  gene ra l  j udgmen t  o f  va l ue ,  wh j_ch  recog_

n i z e s  t h a t  h u m a n  b e i n g s  a r e  f a l l i - b r e  b u t  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  b e l i e f

i s  t he  onJ -y  r neans  o f  advancemen t  i n  know ledge  and thea f t e rna t i ve



BELIEF

is  regress ion  to  p r im i t i v ism.  The th i rd  s tep  is  a  par t i cu la r

judgment  o f  va lue ,  wh ich  assesses  the  re l iab i t i t y  o f  one 's

source ,  h is  in te l lec tua l  acumen,  h is  hones ty ,  the  coherence

of his statements with each other and with what one knows

f rom o thers ,  e tc .  The four th  s tep  is  a  dec is ion  to  beL ieve

based on  the  genera l  and par t i cu la r  judgments  o f  va lue .  The

f i f th  s tep  is  the  ac t  o f  be l iev ing ,  when I  persona l ly  be l leve

to be true the judgment of fact or value communicated to me.s

L o n e r g a n ' s  u s e  o f  ' b e l i e f i s ,  a s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  l i m i t e d

and has  as  i t s  ob jec t  tha t  knowledge wh ich  is  no t  immanent ly

genera ted  by  the  sub jec t ,  bu t  wh j .ch  he  never the less  accepts .

Be l ie f  i s  d is t ingu ished f rom the  sub jec t ' s  own immanent ly

genera ted  knowledge l  i t  i s  the  acceptance o f  another 's  know-

ledge c la im wh ich  the  sub jec t  i . s  no t  in  a  pos i t ion  to  make

or  to  ver i f y  persona l ly .  I t  imp l ies  tha t  what  i s  be l ieved

is  t rue  or  p robab ly  t rue ,  and the  be l iev ing  sub jec t  i s  w i l l i ng

to  take  someoners  word  fo r  th is .  I t  i s  impor tan t  to  no te

tha t  th is  no t j -on  o f  be l ie f  i s  no t ,  in  te rns  o f  how J .anguage

is  normal ly  used,  in  any  way odd or  except iona l .  The Shor te r

Oxford  Eng l ish  D ic t ionary  g ives  the  fo l low ing  de f in i t ions

o f  ' b e l i e f ' :  r ' 1 .  T h e  m e n t a l  a c t i o n ,  c o n d i t i o n ,  o r  h a b i t  o f

t rus t ing  to  o r  con f id ing  in  a  person or  th ing ;  t rus t ,  con f i -

dence,  fa i th  2 .  Menta I  assent  to  o r  acceptance o f

a  p ropos i t ion ,  s ta tement ,  o r  fac t ,  as  t rue ,  on  the  ground

of  au thor i ty  o r  ev j -dence 3 .  The th ing  be l ieved;  in

e a r l y  u s e ,  e s p .  a  r e J . l g i o n .  N o w  o f t e n  =  o p i n i o n ,  p e r s u a s i o n . . . .

4 .  A  c reed .  .  . . "  Lonergan 's  unders tand ing  o f  be l ie f  con forms,

then,  to  some o f  the  o ldes t  uses  o f  the  word ,  con forming

to  the  second o f  these de f i .n i t ions  bu t  embrac ing  a lso  the

f i rs t .  Other  uses  o f  the  te rm to  mean op in ion  or  immanent ly

generated knowledge can, moreover, be contained withln Loner-

gan 's  no t ion  o f  knowledge.  H is  de f in i t ion  in  no  rday  v io la tes

the  var ious  uses  o f  th is  h igh ly  p ro tean word .

Lonergan 's  use  o f  'be f ie f '  p resumes the  t ru th  o f  v rha t

is  be l ieved and combines  t rus t  w i th  in te l lec tua l  assent .

I t  is the element of trust that makes i t  the case that the

ac t  o f  be l ie f  i s  based on  a  dec is ion .  Th is  e le rnent  o f  t rus t

can be greater or lesser, depending on the bel iever's compe-

tence in the area of knowledge to which the bel ief appertains.

For example, what I  decide to bel ieve may so closely cohere

with ny own immanently generated knowledge or \ ,rhat I  already

believe from others that the decision is easi ly and swift ly

I u 5
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made .  O r  I  may  have  l i t t 1e  l - a t e ra l  back ing  f o r  t he  be l j - e f

and  dec ide  t o  be l j - eve  ny  sou rce  f o r  o the r  r easons  - -  poss ib l y

c i r cums tances  may  d i c t a te  a  sw j - f t  dec i , s i on  i f  ce r t a i n  conse -

q u e n c e s  a r e  t o  b e  a v e r t e d .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  L o n e r g a n  i s  a t

p a i n s  t o  p o i . n t  o u t  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c a s e ,  b e l i e f  i s  n a t u r a l

and  necessa ry  t o  t he  advancemen t  o f  know ledge  and ,  i n  pa r t i cu -

l a r  c a s e s ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  b e l i e v e  c a n  a l s o  b e  f o u n d e d  o n

g o o d  r e a s o n s .  T h i s  i s  L o n e r g a n ' s  p o s i t i o n .  I t  d o e s  n o t  m e e t

w i t h  un i ve r sa l  app rova l  and  Rodney  Needham i n  pa r t i cu l a r

t r e a t s  i t  r a t h e r  r o u g h l y  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  B e l i e f ,  L a n q u a q e  a n d

E x p e r i e n c e . 6  R e f e r r i n q r  t o  H a m p s h i r e ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  i n

s o m e  s o c i e t i e s  " a  m a n ' s  b e f i e f  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  m u c h

p a r t  o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  h i s  b e h a v i o u r  t o  o t h e r  m e n " , 7

Needham commen ts :  "An  examp le  o f  t h i s  ou t l ook  i s  t he  Ca tho l j - c

t r a d i t i o n ,  I a t t e r l y  e x p r e s s e d  b y  L o n e r g a n ,  t h a t  b e l i e f  i s

a  f r e e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  w i l l ;  a n d  E u r o p e a n

h i s to r y  i s  no to r i ous l y  r ep le te  w i t h  t he  consequen t  r ep roba t i on ,

opp ress ion ,  and  bu rn i ng  o f  men  because  o f  t he i r  w i l f u l -  f a i l u re ,

o r  r e f u s a l ,  t o  b e l i e v e .  ' A  p a r t i c u l a r  m o r a l  o u t l o o k ,  c o n n e c t e d

w i t h  p a r t i c u t r a r  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  I r f e ,  w i I I  s h o w  i t s e l f  i n

t he  d i s t i nc t i ons  t ha t  a re  s t r essed  1n  t he  f o rms  o f  common

s p e e c h '  ( H a m p s h i r € ,  o p .  c i t . ) .  S u c h  l i n g u i s t j - c  u s a g e s  s u r v i v e ,

h o w e v e r ,  l o n g  p a s t  t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  r e l e v a n c e ,  a n d  d e s p i t e

t h e i r  u n s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ;  b u t

so  l ong  as  t hey  a re  cu r ren t  t hey  exe r t  an  i ns j - d i ous  j - n f l - uence

r ^ L , 5 r A  r h a  ^ ^ h ^ ^ n t i O n  O f  b e f i e f  a s  a  v o l r r n f a r v  f a c r : ' l t v - r ' 8
I  r q r  u  t  L l  i

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  h i g h l y  q u e s t i o n a b l - e  i n s i n u a t i o n  t h a t

t o  cons ide r  be l i e f  t o  be  f ounded  on  a  f r ee  dec i s i on  i s  t o

open  t he  way  f o r  pe rsecu t j - on  and  opp ress ion ,  Needham 's  r emarks

a m o u n t  t o  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n y  c o m m o n  u s a g e s  o f  t h e  t e r m s
' b e l i e f '  o r  ' b e l - i e v e '  w h i c h  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t o  b e l i e v e  i s  t o

a c t  o n  a  d e c i s i o n  s u c h  u s a g e s  d s r  " I  r e f u s e  t o  b e l i e v e

t h a t " ;  " I  s i m p l y  w i l I  n o t  b e l i e v e  ( t h a t  m y  w i f e  i s  u n f a i t h f u l ) " ;

" A f t e r  m u c h  t h o u g h t  a n d  d e l i b e r a t i o n  I  m a d e  u p  m y  m i n d  t o

b e l i e v e  h i m " ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  T h e  p r e c i s e  a r g u m e n t  N e e d h a m

r a i s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  u s a g e s  I  s h a l - I  e x a m i n e  s h o r t l y .  H i s

g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  h e  t r a c e s  t o  W i t t g e n s t e i n  a n d  s u p p o r t s

b y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  H a m p s h i r e ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s

o f  t h e  p a s t  h a v e  i n e v i t a b l y  _ l e f t  t h e i r  r e s i d u e  i n  o u r  l a n g u a g e

l o n g  a f t e r  t h e i r  ' p r a c t i c a l  r e l e v a n c e '  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d

h e n c e  n o  a n n e :  I  f 6  n q A d a  . : n  q a l . l - l  a  l ' h a  n r r o c l - i n n  n f  + h au y y L u r  u , , v  Y q v v e r v  m e a n l n g

o f  w o r d s  d e n o t i n g  ' h u m a n  c a p a c i t i e s '  ( s e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p p .
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63  and  187 ) .  wha t  Needham,  as  an  an th ropo log i s t ,  i s  conce rned

w i t h  i s  t he  i n t e r connec t i on  o f  f o rms  o f  1 j - f e  and  l anguage .

S ince  t he re  a re  and  have  been  rnany  f o rms  o f  l i f e ,  i t  i s  no t

su rp r i s i ng  t ha t  he  f i nds  any  appea l  t o  common  l i ngu i s t i c

usage  i n  an  a t t emp t  t o  se t t f e  ph i l osoph i ca l  d i spu tes  t o  be

tak i ng  " f o r  g ran ted  wha t  j . s  i n  f ac t  r ad i ca l l y  p rob lema t i ca l "

( p .  63 ) .  Needham seeks  t o  a rgue  h i s  t hes j - s  by  a  cons ide ra t i on

o f  t he  no t i on  o f  beL ie f  and  asks  i f  t he re  ex i s t  c r i t e r i a

f o r  t he  use  o f  t h i s  wo rd  wh i ch  wou fd  a l l ow  o r  enab le  us  t o

de f i ne  i t s  mean ing .  Tu rn i ng  t o  Eu ropean  l anguages ,  he  f i nds

a  g rea t  d i spa r i t y  o f  mean ings  a t t ached  t o  t he  wo rd  and  con -

c l udes  t ha t  t he  wo rd  ' be l i e f '  adm i t s  o f  no  de f i nab le  mean lng .

As  \ " / e  have  seen ,  Needham a t t acks  t he  no t i on  t ha t  be l i e f

i - s  f ounded  on  a  vo l - un ta r y  dec i s i on  w i t h  cons ide rab le  an j -mus .

Ye t  i n  dea l i ng  spec i f i ca l l - y  \ , / i t h  Lone rgan ' s  ana l ys i s  o f  be l i e f

he  i n  no  way  d i sc r im ina tes  t he  p rec i se  sense  i n  wh i ch  Lone rgan

emp loys  t he  t e rm .  Lone rgan  uses  be l i e f  t o  i - nd i ca te  t he  soc ia l

character  of  knowledge: not  only do r / r re learn f rom others

but  we also re ly for  our judgments and our advancement j ,n

know ledge  on  t he  i nmanen t l y  gene ra ted  know ledge  o f  o the rs .

Nob /he re  does  Needham adve r t  t o  t h i s  f ea tu re  o f  Lone rgan ' s

ana l ys i s  o f  be l i e f :  anyone  read ing  h i s  book  cou ld  be  excused

fo r  conc ludJ .ng  t ha t  Lone rgan ' s  use  o f  ' be l i e f r  r e fe r s  t o

any  o r  a f f  o f  t he  mean ings  a t t ached  t o  t ha t  wo rd .

Needham 's  p rec i se  a rgumen t  aga ins t  t he  vo l - un ta r y  bas i s

o f  b e l i e f  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

We  say ,  f o r  i ns tance ,  t ha t  we  ' canno t t  be l i eve  some th ing
as  t hough  i t  we re  i n  ou r  power  t o  be l i eve  o r  no t  as
we  dec ided  . i  bu t  when  we  i n t r ospec t  i n  sea rch  o f
the exerc ise of  that  power we f ind that  none of  the
ph i l osoph i ca l  dub ie t y  i s  a t  a l l  r e l - i eved  and ,  o f
cou rse ,  i f  i t  we re  t ha t  easy  a  ma t t e r  t he  dub ie t y  cou ld
sca rce l y  have  su rv i ved .  I f ,  a f t e r  say i ng  t ha t  I  canno t
b e l i e v e ,  I  s u d d e n l y  a s s e r t ,  ' Y e s ,  I  c a n ' ,  I  d o  n o t  t h e r e b y
sw i t ch  f r om d i sbe f i e f  t o  be l i e f ,  and  I  canno t  by  any
f i rm  i n ten t i on  a l one  b r i ng  myse l f  t o  do  so .  Th i s  i s
a  ma t t e r  o f  common  expe r i ence ,  t es tab le  on  t he  spu r
of  the moment,  yet  our language tends to persuade us
t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  ( p .  8 3 )

I t  i s  no t  a t  a I I  c l ea r  i n  wha t  sense  Needham i s  emp loy i ng

the  wo rd  ' be f i e f '  he re .  I f  he  equa tes  be l - i e f  w i t h  immanen t l y

generated knowledge, then i t  is  t rue that  f  cannot decide

to bel ieve or  not  to bel ieve that  woul-d be tantamount

to saying that  I  can decide to know or not  to know. I f ,  how-

eve r ,  by  be l i e f  i s  mean t  a  t r u th  c l a im  f o r  wh i ch  t he  i n t r i ns i c

ev i dence  i s  no t  ava i l ab l e  t o  me  ( f o r  examp le ,  when  I  have



1  0 6 METHOD

n o t  b e e n  p r e s e n t  a t  a n  a c c i d e n t ) ,  o r  i s  n o t  i n t e l l i g i b l e

t o  m e  ( s u c h  a s  i n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s c i e n c e )  t h e n  i t  a p p e a r s

tha t  a  ce r t a l n  e l emen t  o f  dec i s l on  i s  necessa ry .  How  o the rw i se

can  I  come  to  accep t  t he  t r u th  o f  some th ing  f o r  wh rch  t he

ev . i dence  i s  ex te rna . I  t o  t he  be l i e f  i t se l f ?  - -  such  ev i dence

a s ,  t h e  s o u r c e  i s  h o n e s t ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  h i s  a c c o u n t  i s  c o h e r e n t ,

i t  a c c o r d s  w i t h  w h a t  I  a l r e a d y  k n o w ,  e t c .  A I I  L o n e r g a n  i s

c l a i m i n g  i s  t h a t  a n  a c t  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  b e l i e f  ( i n  t h e  s e n s e

o f  t ha t  wo rd  he  has  des igna ted  and  wh i ch  t he  d i c t i ona ry  i n f o rms

u s  i s  c e n t r a l )  i s  a t  o n c e  r a t i o n a l  a n d  v o l u n t a r y .  I t  i s  t r u e

tha t  so  l ong  as  I  r ema in  commi t t ed  t o  do ing  wha t  i s  r easonab le  I

s o m e t i m e s  c a n n o t  s w i t c h  f r o m  b e l i e f  t o  d i s b e l i e f :  b u t  n o

more  can  t he  good  man ,  so  l ong  as  he  rema ins  commi t t ed  t o

wha t  i s  r i qh t  and  good ,  sw i t ch  f r om do ing  good  and  ye t  we

cons i - de r  h i s  ac t i ons  f r ee  and  vo lun ta r y  ( o the rw i se  we  wou l . d

n o t  a d m i r e  h i m ) .  W h a t  i s  t r u e  o f  t h e  g o o d  m a n  i n  m a t t e r s

o f  ac t i on  i s  t r ue  o f  t he  ra t . i ona l -  man  i n  ma t t e r s  o f  be l - i e f .

H i s  commi tmen t  t o  f o l l ow  t he  suas ions  o f  r eason  has  t o  be

c o n s t a n t l y  r e n e w e d l  a n d  w h i l e  i t  m a y  b e  h a b i t u a l  t h e  h a b i t

i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  m a n y  v o l u n t a r y  a c t s  o f  c o m m i t m e n t .  I t  i s

t o  en te r t a - i n  a  despe ra te l y  s rmp le  and  d i s t o : : t ed  no t i on  o f

human  f r eedom to  cons ide r  t ha t  wha t  i s  done  f r ee l y  i s  neces -

s a r i . I y  d o n e  a r b i t r a r i l y  o r  ' a t  w i I l  '  :  a s  i f  o n e  c o u l d  t h r o w

a  m e n t a L s w i t c h  a n d  s i m p l y  d o  t h e  o p p o s i t e . s  F r e e d o m  a n d  r a t i o n -

a l i t y  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t :  w h e r e  r e a s o n  i s  e x c l u d e d  i n  p r i n c i p l e

f r o m  c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n s  ( a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  c o m p u l s i v e  a l c o -

ho l - i c  o r  a  psychopa th )  we  do  no t  cons ide r  t he  re l evan t  dec i s i on

t o  b e  a  f r e e  o n e  - -  w e  s a y ,  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  t ^ ' a s  n o  d e c i s i o n ,

t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  w a s  i r r a t i o n a l - .  T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  f r e e

d e c i s i o n  p r e s u m e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  ( t h o u g h  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e

a c t u a l i t y )  o f  d e l i b e r a t i n g ,  o f  m a r s h a l l i n g  t h e  e v i d e n c e ,

o f  w e i g h i n g  t h e  p r o s  a n d  c o n s  o f  r e a s o n i n g ,  i n  s h o r t .

N e e d h a m ' s  a r g u m e n t  o p e r a t e s  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  r a t i o n a l i t y

a n d  f r e e d o m  a r e  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e ,  w h e n  i n  f a c t  t h e  o p p o s i t e

i s  t h e  c a s e .

Bu t  l e t  me  ca l l  a t t en t i on  t o  ano the r  se r i ous  de f j - c i ency

in  Needham 's  a rgumen t .  When  he  t u rns  t o  ph i l , osophe rs  t o  f i nd

i f  t h e y  c a n  s u p p l y  a n y  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  u s e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

o f  be f i e f  he  a t  no  t ime  re fe r s  t o  how  tha t  no t i on  ope ra tes

w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  s y s t e m  o f  t h e i r  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r

how  i t  i n t eg ra tes  w i t h  t he i r  accoun t  o f  know ledge .  We  have

a l ready  no ted  t h i s  i n  t he  case  o f  Lone rgan ,  and  Needham i s
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gu i l t y  o f  a  s imi la r  on iss ion  in  the  cases  o f  Hune,  Kant  and

Hampshire, each of whom he guotes at some length to demon-

s t r a t e  h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  ' b e l i e f i s  s u b j e c t  t o

no recogn izab le  c r i te r ia .  H is  techn ique is  s imp ly  to  quote

the contrary phi losophical opinions j-n isolat ion and conclude:

"Th is  i s  typ ica l  o f  the  j -ssue.  The bes t  o f  m inds  are  a t  odds ,

the most persuasive of arguments brings no resolut j-on . .  .  ,

and  I ingu is t i c  usage prov ides  conf l i c t ing  and indec is ive

ev idences .  But  a t  leas t  i t  i s  sure  tha t  no  read i - Iy  d isc r im in-

ab le  ac t  o f  the  w i I I  can  be  assumed as  a  c r i te r ion  o f  be l ie f "

(pp .  85-85) .  But  th ls  k ind  o f  a rgument  w i l l ,  no t  do .  And the

reason is that the notion of bel ief put forward by these

ph i losophers  i s  paras i t i c  .on  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  the  na ture

o f  knowledge.  As  such i t  can  be  seen to  have cer ta in  de f ln i te

c r i te r ia  de f in inq  i t s  mean ing .  The mean ing  o f  'be l ie f '  as

these authors use i t  is not so arbitrary or wayr,rard as Needham

would have us think and he is bei-ng not a l i t t1e naive when

he wr i tes :  " I t  i s  an  in te res t ing  fea ture  o f  the  major  a rgu-

ments ,  moreover ,  tha t  they  are  no t  much d i rec ted  aga ins t

other interpretat ions . but that each is an independent

sal ly against the ground thought to be occupied by the subject

o f  the  prob lem.  The span o f  t ime Lhat  they  cover ,  a lso ,  s t resses

the  equ ivoca l  charac ter  o f  the  top ic ,  fo r  there  is  no  dec is ive

supersess ion  o f  ideas  f rom one theory  to  the  nex t :  Human

and Kant  address  us  jus t  as  d i rec t l y  as  do  Wi t tgens te in  and

Hanpsh i re"  (p .  51) .  Fur thermore ,  by  p rov id ing  us  w i th  no

account of the rel-evant theories of knowledge or meaning,

Needham gives us no grounds for making a rat ional assessment

concern ing  wh ich  pos i t ion  migh t  be  cor rec t .  Th is  omiss ion ,

o f  course ,  tends  to  suppor t  the  re la t i v is t i c  thes is  he  is

pursuing. But let me begj.n by looking at the case of Hume.

H u m e ' s N o t i o n o f B e l i e f

Hume wr i tes  tha t  t rbe l ie f  cons is ts  .  in  someth ing ,

tha t  depends no t  on  the  w i l l ,  bu t  must  a r ise  f rom cer ta in

determinate  causes  and pr inc ip les ,  o f  wh ich  we are  no t  nas-

ters.t ' roEx perience produces bel ief in us "by a secret operation

and w i thout  be ing  once thought  o f r '  (p .  104) .  I f  we wonder

a t  the  secrecy  w i th  wh ich  be l ie fs  a r ise  in  us  (accord ing

to Hume) we might f ind the clue j .n the gaps that exist berween

what, on Humean terms, Ire can J.egit imately claim to know

1  0 7
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and  l r ha t  we  i n  ac tua l i t y  c l a im  t o  be  ce r t a i n  o f .  Fo r  Hume

was  awa re  t ha t  i n  ou r  p rac t i ca l  l i v i ng  r r e  assume  the  re l a t i ve

pe rmanence  and  s tab i l i t y  o f  ma te r . i a l  ob j ec t s ,  we  ope ra te

on  t he  p r i nc i p l e  o f  cause  and  e f f ec t  and  we  unde rs tand  s im i l a r s

s i m i l a r l y ,  b u t  h e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  n o  r a t i o n a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n

fo r  any  o f  t hese  p rac t i ces .  Hence  he  asc r i bed  t hem to  be l i e f .

B e l i e f p e r f o r m s a c o m p e n s a t o r y r o l e i n r e l a t i o n t o H u m e ' s

theo ry  o f  know . Iedqe .  Expe r i ence  o r  Na tu re  a re  i nvoked  t o

exp la i n  wha t  Hume  though t  t o  be  t he  i r r a t i ona l  be l i e f s  by

means  o f  wh i ch  we  l i ve  ou r  l i ves ,  because  reason  canno t  p rov i de

a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  ( p .  1 8 7 ) .  H u m e  w a s  s i m p l y  b e i n g  c o n s i s t e n t

when  he  t hough t  o f  be l i e f  as  "a  ce r t a i n  f ee l i . ng  o r  sen t imen t "

( p .  6 2 4 1 ,  a n d  c o n s j - d e r e d  i t  " m o r e  p r o p e r l y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e

s e n s i t i v e ,  t h a n  o f  t h e  c o g i t a t i v e  p a r t  o f  o u r  n a t u r e s "  ( p .

1 8 3 ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  w h e t h e r ,  o n  H u m e a n  t e r m s ,

even  know ledge  r i ses  above  " t he  sens i t i ve  pa r t  o f  ou r  na tu re t ' ) .

I t  i s  s u r e l y  m i s l e a d i n g  t o  a p p r o v e  H u m e ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f

be l i e f  w i t hou t  r e fe r r i ng  t o  i t s  r o l e  w i t h i n  t he  who le  Humean

sys tem,  bu t  Needham does  t h j - s  f r equen t l y .

K a n t ' s N o t i o n o f B e L i e f

I n  t h e  s a n e  w d y ,  K a n t ' s  n o t i o n  o f  b e l i e f  f o l l o w s  o n

h j - s  unde rs tand ing  and  desc r i p t i on  o f  know ledge .  S t r i c t  know-

Iedge ,  acco rd i ng  t o  Kan t ,  a r r i ves  a t  necessa ry  and  un i ve rsa l l y

va l i d  ; udgmen ts  by  way  o f  a  p r i o r i  f o rms  and  ca tego r res ,

b u t  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  s e n s i b f e  i n t u i t i o n .  I t  i s ,

acco rd i ng l y ,  imposs lb l e  t o  have  know ledqe  o f  any th i ng  l y i ng

ou t s i de  t he  sphe re  o f  sens rb l e  expe r i ence .  I n  t he  a rea  o f

behav io r ,  howeve r ,  t he  abso lu te  cha rac te r  o f  mo ra l i t y  i s

f o r ced  upon  us  by  t he  way  i n  wh i ch  reason  a f f i rms  mora l ,  impe ra -

t i v e s  u n c o n d i t i o n a l f y  a n d  r e g a r d s  t h e m  a s  u n i v e r s a l l y  b i n d i n g .

F rom th i s  f o l l ows  t he  pos tu l a te  o f  human  f r eedom and  t he

fu r t he r  two  pos tu l a tes  o f  t he  immor ta l i t y  o f  t he  sou l  and

the  ex i s t ence  o f  God .  I t  wou ld  be  w rong  t o  t e rm  these  t h ree

pos tu l a tes  know ledge  s i nce  pu re  reason  j - s  con f i ned  t o  sense

e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e y  a r e  r a t h e r  r e g u l a t i v e  i d e a s  - -  i d e a s ,  t h a t
I  ^  r L ^ ra 5 ,  L r r d L  ! e g u a d L c  o u r  b e h a v i o r .  T h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  c a n n o t  b e

d e m o n s t r a t e d  ( a n d  n e i t h e r  c a n  t h e i r  n o n - e x i s t e n c e ) :  o n e  d o e s

no t  kno \ , /  t he  ob jec t s  co r respond ing  t o  t hese  regu la t i ve  i deas ;

o n e  c a n  o n l y  b e l , i e v e  i n  t h e i r  r e a 1 1 t y .  H e n c e  K a n t ' s  s a y i n g

t h a t  h e  l i n i t e d  k n o w l e d g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  f a i t h ! 1 1
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Be l i e f  i s  no t  con t ra r y  t o  know ledge  bu t  con t j ' nuous  w i t h  i t :

Kan t  speaks  o f  t he  t h ree  pos tu l a tes  as  " r egu la t i ve  p r i nc i p l es

on l y  o f  specu la t i ve  r eason ,  wh i ch  do  no t  r equ i r e  i t  t o  assume

a  new  ob jec t  beyond  expe r i ence ,  bu t  on l y  t o  b r i ng  i t s  use

in  expe r i ence  nea re r  t o  comp le teness . r2  Kan t ' s  no t i on  o f  be l i e f

f a l I s  be tween  op in i on  wh i ch  i s  ne i t he r  sub jec t i ve l y  no r  ob jec -

t i ve l y  su f f i c j - en t  and  know ledge  wh i ch  i s  bo th  sub jec t i ve l y

and  ob jec t i ve l y  su f f i c i en t ,  Be l i e f  i s  sub jec t i ve l y  su f f i c i en t

bu t  no t  ob jec t i ve l y ;  t hus  i t  g i ves  r i se  t o  conv i c t i on  bu t

no t  t o  ce r t a i - n t y . r 3  The  conv i c t j - on  i s  no t  l og i ca l  bu t  mo ra l :

I  canno t  even  say  t ha t  i t  i s  mo ra l l y  ce r t a i n  t ha t  t he re  i s

a  God ,  e t c . ,  bu t  on l y  " t ha t  I  am  mora l l y  ce r t a i n ,  t ha t  i s ,

my bel ief  in God and in another wor ld is  so interwoven wi th

my  mora l  na tu re ,  t ha t  I  am  unde r  as  l i t t l e  app rehens ion  o f

hav ing  t he  f o rmer  t o rn  f r om me  as  o f  l os i ng  t he  l - a t t e r . " l a

wha t  t h i s  accoun t  po in t s  up  i s  t ha t ,  1 j - ke  Humers ,  Kan t ' s

no t i on  o f  be l i e f  i s  no t  some  " i so l a ted  sa f l y  aga ins t  t he

g round  .  .  .  occup ied  by  .  .  .  t he  p rob lem" ,  bu t  i s  a  co ro l l a r y

of  h is theory of  knowledge and forms an integral  part  of

t he  who le  Kan t i an  sys ten .  As  w i t h  Hume ,  by  p resen t i ng  Kan t r s

no t i on  o f  be l - i e f  i . n  i so l a t i on  Needham g i ves  t he  m is l ead ing

imp ress ion  t ha t  i t  i s  sub jec t  t o  no  spec i f i abJ -e  c r i t e r i a .

Th i s ,  \ . r e  can  see ,  i s  v r r ong .  The  c r i t e r i a  gove rn i ng  Kan t ' s

use  o f  be l i e f  a re  d i c t a ted  by  h i s  t heo ry  o f  know ledge .  Needham

migh t  r espond  t ha t  h i s  compara t i ve  s tudy  o f  how  be f i e f  i s

unde rs tood  by  ma jo r  ph i l osophe rs  r evea l s  a  g rea t  d i spa r i t y .

Thj-s is  undoubtedly t rue,  and the reason why major  phj . Iosophers

have disparate understandings of  bel- ief  is  because they have

d i spa ra te  unde rs tand ings  o f  know ledge .  S j - nce  Needham has

chosen  t he  use  o f  t he  t e rn  ' be l i e f '  as  a  t es t - case  i n  h i s

e l abo ra t i on  o f  a  gene ra l  t hes i s  l ead ing  t o  ex t r eme  re l a t i v i sm ,

h i s  om iss i on  o f  t he  p l ace  o f  t h i s  concep t  i n  an  i nd i v j - dua l

ph i l osophe r ' s  sys tem o f  t hough t  mus t  be  seen  as  weaken ing

h i s  case .  The  appea rance  o f  a rb i t r a r i ness  su r round ing  t he

no t i on  wh i ch  h i s  p resen ta t i on  imp l i es  i s  seen  t o  be  qu i t e

fa l se  once  i t  j - s  r ecogn i zed  w i t h  wha t  ca re  i nd i v i dua l  ph i l o -

sophers have i -ntegratbd the concept of  bel j -ef  wi th their

ep i s t emo log i ca l  i - nves t i ga t i ons .

Hampsh i re  '  s  No t i on  o f  Be1 le f

Stuar t  Hanpsh i re ,  another  o f  the  four  'ma jor  ph i losophers '
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whose  no t i on  o f  beL ie f  i s  exam ined  by  Needham,  i s  an  rnce r -

es t i ng  examp le  o f  a  B r j - t i sh  ph i l osophe r  whose  ph i l osophy

app rox ima tes  j , n  ce r t a i n  key  a reas  t o  Lone rgan ' s .  Bo th  Hampsh i re

and  Lone rgan  re j ec t  t he  "m i s take  common  i n  emp i r i c i s t  ph i l o -

sophy ,  t o  r ep resen t  human  consc j - ousness  i n  wak ing  l i f e  ma in l y

a s  a  s t a t e  o f  p a s s i v e  a w a r e n e s s ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  a  s t a t e  o f

una \ ^ ra reness  o f  t he  ex te rna l  wo rLd  i n  s l eep  and  unconsc iouS-

n e s s . " t t  T h e  c o m m o n  r e j e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  i m p l i e s  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f

C a r t e s i a n  d u a l i s m ,  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e

ro l e  o f  i n t en t j - on  i n  mean ing  and  ac t i ng .  Lone rgan  wouLd  we l -

c o m e  H a m p s h i r e ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  a  s t a t e m e n t

canno t  be  reduced  t o  a  me re  unde rs tand ing  o f  t he  wo rds  w i t hou t

re fe rence  t o  t he  va r i ab le  i n t en t j . on  o f  t he  speake r  t ha t  l i e s

b e h i n d  t h e  w o r d s . t u  A n d  H a m p s h i r e ' s  u n i f i c a t l o n  o f  t h o u g h t

and  ac t i on  i n  t he  same  sub jec t  by  means  o f  t he  no t i on  o f

i n t e n t i o n  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  w e l c o m e .  B u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  l a r g e

deg ree  o f  ag reemen t  be tween  t he  two  ph i l osophe rs  t he re  a re

s o m e  m a j o r  d j . s c r e p a n c i e s  ( t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s

s e c t i o n ) ,  n o t  I e a s t  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  n o t i o n s  o f  b e l i e f .

A l t hough  he  quo tes  Hampsh i re  aga ins t  Lone rgan r  Needham,  as

b e f o r e ,  d o e s  I i t t I e  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  t h e  p r e c i s e  s e n s e  l - n

w h i c h  e a c h  u s e s  t h e  t e r m  ' b e l i e f ' ,  t h o u g h  h e  d o e s  a d d  m u c h

l a t e r  i n  h i s  b o o k  t h a t  H a m p s h i r e ' s  u s e  i s  " e x c e e d i n g l y  g e n e r a l

a n d  l n c I u s i v e " . r 7  f  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  t h i s  h i g h l y  g e n e r a l i z e d

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b e l i e f  t h a t  e x p l a i n s  H a m p s h i r e  '  s  d i s a g r e e m e n t

$ / i t h  Lone rgan .

H a m p s h i r e  w r i t e s :  " T h e y  I b e l i e f s ]  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  g e n e r a l J - y

unchang ing  backg round  o f  h i s  ac t i ve  t hough t  and  obse rva t i on ,

and  t hey  cons t i t u t e  a l so  h i s  know ledqe  o f  h i s  own  pos i t i on

i n  t h e  w o r l d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  , ' 1 8  C I e a r I y  H a m p s h i r e

does  no t  d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  be l i e f  and  im rnanen t l y  gene ra ted

k n o w l e d g e .  O f  a  p i e c e  w l t h  t h l s  i s  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e

p r o c e s s  o f  c o m i n g  t o  b e l , i e v e  a s  o n e  o f  g i v i n g  o n e ' s  a s s e n t

t o  a  s t a te rnen t  whe re  he  f a i l s  t o  d i sc r i r n rna te  be tween  t he

d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  a s s e n t  m a y  b e  g i v e n  ( s e e

p p .  1 5 9 - 1 6 0 ) .  1 t  i s  t h i s  f a l l u r e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e l i e f  f r o m

know ledge  t ha t  l - eads  Hampsh i re  t o  deny  t ha t  be l i ev i ng  i s

f ounded  on  a  dec i s1on :  "Bu t  when  a  s ta temen t  i s  b rough t  t o

m y  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  w h e t h e r  I  b e l i e v e  i t  o r

n o t ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  I  a n n o u n c e  i n  t h e  w o r d s  ' y e s ,  I  b e l i e v e
j - t '  i s  no t  a  dec i s i on  t o  do  any th i ng ;  no r  can  t hese  wo rds

cons t i t u t e  an  announcemen t  t ha t  I  ha . , ' e  a t t emp ted  o r  ach ieved
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anything.  I  have not  decided to bel ieve;  I  have i lec ided that

t he  s ta temen t  i n  ques t i on  i s  t r ue "  ( p .  158 ) .  Bu t  i t  i s  su re l y

odd to speak of  decid ing that  something is  t rue.  The t ruth

of  a statement is  not  something I  decide.  To cLaim that  some-

thing is  t rue is  to c l -a im to know and common l inguist ic  usage

does  no t  a I l ow  me  t o  say  t ha t  I  dec ide  t o  know .  f  assess

the evidence and,  g iven my desire or  intent lon to know the

t ru th ,  I  assen t  o r  w i t hho ld  my  assen t  on  t he  s t r eng th  o f

the evidence;  provided I  remain conmit ted to knowing the

t ru th  assen t  f o l l ows  by  wha t  Lone rgan  ca l1s  ' na tu ra l  neces -

s i t y ' .  The re  i s  no  pos i t i ve  i n t e r ven t i on  o f  t he  w i I I  i n  t he

assent I  g ive in knowledge judgments.  But  in cases where

the  ev i dence  i s  no t  ava i l ab l e  t o  me  o r  no t  i n t e l l j - g i b l e  t o

me  and  t hese  a re  t he  cond i t i ons  t ha t  ob ta i n ,  as  we  have

seen ,  i n  cases  o f  wha t  Lone rgan  t e rms  ' be l i e f '  - -  t he re  can

be  no  assen t  by  ' na tu ra l  necess i t y '  and  t o  subsc r i be  t o  t he

s ta temen t  i n  ques t i on  demands  t he  pos i t i ve  i n t e r ven t i on  o f

t he  w i l l ,  o r  wha t  i s  ca l l ed  a  dec i s i on .  The  sou rce  o f  Hamp-

sh i r e ' s  d i sag reemen t  w i t h  Lone rgan  i s  h i s  f a i l u re  t o  d i sc r i .m i -

nate between immanent ly generated knowledge and bel j -ef ,  or ,

i n  h i s  t e rm ino logy ,  be tween  d i f f e ren t  k i nds  o f  be l i e f . l s

I  shal l -  not  examine the not ion of  bel ief  presented by

Needham 's  f ou r t h  'ma jo r  ph j - l osophe r ' ,  W i t t gens te i n ,  s i nce

i t  i s  so  i n t e rwoven  w i t h  h i s  t o t a l  ph i l osophy  and  i t s  va r i ed

s tages  o f  deve lopmen t  as  t o  be  res i s t an t  t o  t he  b r i e f  t r ea t -

men t  t ha t  i s  a l l -  I  cou fd  a f f o rd  t o  g i ve  i t  he re .20  Le t  i t

su f f j , ce  t o  r epea t  t ha t  Lone rgan ' s  no t i on  o f  be l i e f  i s  r e -

s t r i c t ed  and  p rec i se  and  f o l - l ows  on  h i s  no t i on  o f  know ledge ;

and  t ha t  i t  i s  a t  one  w i t h  t he  cen t ra l  de f i n i t i on  p resen ted

by  t he  Ox fo rd  D i c t i ona ry .  The  more  mass i ve  t hes i s  Needham

bu j - l ds  on  h i s  l eng thy  exam ina t i on  o f  be l i e f ,  wh i ch  has  v i t a l

impl icat ions for  anthropology and theology and indeed for

a I I  d i s c i p l i nes  whose  ob jec t  i s  t o  unde rs tand  human  expe r i ence

and behavior  namely,  that  "The sol i tary comprehensibl -e

fact  about human exper ience is  that  i t  is  incomprehensibler l

( p .  2461  i s ,  o f  cou rse ,  d i r ec t l y  opposed  t o  Lone rgan ' s

advocacy of  a method of  knorrr ing and valu ing that  t ranscends

a l l  sub jec t s  and  a I l -  cu l t u res .  Ho l r eve r ,  de ta i l ed  c r i t i c i . sm

o f  t h i s  pos i - t j . on  wou ld  be  ou t  o f  p l ace  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  whe re

I  v r i sh  t o  con f i ne  t he  d i scuss ion  t o  t he  no t i on  o f  be l i e f .
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F r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  m y  c r i t i c i s m  o f

Needham has  enab led  me  t o  upho ld  Lone rgan rs  pos i t i - on  on  be l , i e f

a g a r n s t  c o n t r a r y  p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  t h i s  k i n d  o f  d i a l e c t i c a l

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  o f  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i f  a  c o n c e p t ' s

v a l j - d i t y  i s  t o  b e  t r u l y  t e s t e d .  I t  h a s  a l s o  f o r c e d  m e  t o

d raw  ou t  and  e l abo ra te  ce r t a i n  f ea tu res  impJ - i c i t  i n  Lone rgan rs

n o t i o n  o f  b e l i e f  a n d  t h i s ,  i t  i s  h o p e d ,  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  r e a d e r

t o  a  f u l - l e r  a n d  c l e a r e r  g r a s p  o f  h i s  p o s l t i o n .

NOTES
r  Be rna rd  Lone rgan ,  Me thod  i n  Theo logv  (Da r ton ,  Longman

a n d  T o d d ,  1 9 7 2 )  ,  p p .  5 7 - 6 1  .

2Be rna rd  Lone rgan ,  I ns i qh t :  A  S tudv  o f  Human  Unde rs tand j , nq
( L o n g m a n s ,  G r e e n  &  C o .  ,  1 9 5 8 )  ,  p p .  1 9 1  - 2 0 6  ,  2 1 8 - 2 4 2  o n  v a r i o u s
k i n d s  o f  b i a s .

3  s e e ,  f o r
l edge  and  Kegan

" M e t h o d i n T h e o l o q v , p .  4 3 .

s r b i d . ,  p p .  4 1 - 4 7 ,

6  O x f o r d :  B a s i l  B l a c k w e l f  ,  1 9 7 2 .  S u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s
may  be  f ound  i n  pa ren theses  i n  t he  t ex t .

7  S tua r t  Hanpsh i r e ,  Though t  and  Ac t j . on  (London :  Cha t t o
a n d  W i n d u s ,  1 9 5 9 ) .

s N e e d h a m ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  8 5 .

s  Th i s  a rgumen t  . l s  by  no  means  un ique  t o  Needham.  I t
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  u s e d  b y  L o u i s  P .  p o j m a n ,
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  " B e I i e f  a n d  W i I I , "  R e f i q i o u s
S t u d i e s ,  V o l .  1 4 ,  N o .  1  ( M a r c h  1 9 1 8 1 .  L i k e  N e e d h a m ,  p o j m a n
a l s o  f a i l s  t o  l i n k  n o t i o n s  o f  b e l i e f  w i t h  n o t i o n s  o f  k n o w l e d g e
i n  t h e  a u t h o r s  i n  c i t e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  L o n e r g a n ) .  L o n e r g a n , s
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  ' e s s e n t i a l '  f r e e d o m  a n d  ' e f f e c t i v e '  f r e e -
d o m  . i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n .  S e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  B e r n a r d
L o n e r g a n ,  U n d e r s t a n d i n q  a n d  B e i n q ,  e d s .  E .  A .  M o r e l l i  a n d
M .  D .  M o r e l f i  ( T o r o n t o :  E d w i n  M e f l e n  p r e s s ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p p .  2 8 3 -
2 8 5 -

1 0 A  T r e a t j - s e  o f  H u m a n  N a t u r e  ( S e l b y - B i g g e  e d j - t i o n ,  O x f o r d ,
1 8 8 8 )  ,  P .  6 2 4 .

I r L o n e r g a n ,  i t  i s  w o r t h  n o t i n g  i n  p a s s i n g ,  m a k e s  a n  i m p o r -
t a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  b e l i e f  a n d  f a i t h .

I 2 C r r L i g u e  o f  P r a c t i c a L R e a s o n  ( L o n g m a n s ,  1 9 6 3  e d i t i o n ) ,
p .  2 3 3 .

i 3 C r i t i q u e  
o f  P u r e  R e a s o n  ( E v e r y m a n  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 6 4  e d i t i o n ) ,

p p .  4 6 s  f f .

I  u r b j - d . ,  p .  4 6 9  .

examp le  ,  Know in
P a u 1 ,  1 9 6 9 ) .

and  Be i e d .  M .  G r e n e  ( R o u t -
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l s s t u a r t  H a m p s h i r e ,  o p .  c i t . ,  P .  9 4 .

t  t @ -  ,  P '  2 o o '

1 1 3

r T N e e d h a m ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 4 5 .

r o H a r n p s h i r e ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 5 0 .  M y  i t a l i c s .

rssome of  the discrepancies between Hampshire and Lonergan

a re  as  f o l l ows :  ( 1 )  I n t en t i on  f o r  Hampsh i re  seems  t o  be  much
c lose r  t o  a  se l f - consc ious  ac t i v i t y  t han  i s  t he  case  i n  Lone r -

9do,  for  whom the intent ion to know the t ruth,  for  example '
i s  spon taneous  and  i r r es i s t i b l e  and ,  wh i l e  consc ious ,  i s
no t  f u1 l y  a  se l f - consc ious  ac t i v i t y .  The re  a re '  o f  cou rse '
se l f - consc ious  i n t en t i ons ,  t hose  name ly  t ha t  t ake  p l ace  a t
t he  f ou r t h  l eve f  o f  consc iousness ,  bu t  no t  a l l  i n t en t i ons
a re  f o rmed  a t  t ha t  l eve I .  l 2 l  Ha rnpsh i r e ,  f o l l ow ing  Ry le  and
Wit tgenstein,  contends that  mental  act ions are somehow shadowy
and  pa ras i t i c  upon  t he i r  exp ress ion  (p .  153 ) .  Wh i I e  Lone rgan
would see mental  acts as being aimed by the subject  toward
judgmen t  and  poss ib l y  dec i s i on  and  ac t i on ,  he  wou fd  ha rd l y
desc r i be  t hem as  shadowy  o r  pa ras i t i c .  Pe rhaps  t he  me tapho r
o f  shadow  revea l s  a  ves t i q i a l  r e l i c  he re  o f  a  con t ras t  be tween
the  ' p r i va te '  and  t he  ' pub l i c ' ,  t ha t  can  be  t r aced  back  t o
Desca r t es .  Ra the r  t han  desc r i be  men ta l  ac t s  as  pa ras i t i c
on  t he i r  exp ress i . on ,  Lone rgan  wou ld  see  a  he igh ten ing  o f
consciousness as the subject  moves f rom exper ience through
unde rs tand ing  and  j udgmen t  t o  dec i s i on  and  ac t i on .  The re
is no reduct ion or  tendency to reduce the pr ivate to the
pub l i c  o r  v i ce  ve rsa ,  bu t  t he re  i s  a  r ecogn i t i on  t ha t  I  become
the  pe rson  I  am  th rough  my  mean ings ,  va l ues ,  dec i s i ons  and
act ions.  Authent ic i ty  requires a consistency between my knowing
and  my  va l - u i ng ,  and  my  va lu i ng  and  my  do ing .  I n  t ha t  sense ,
t hen ,  t he re  i s  f r equen t l y  a  mo ra l  r equ i r emen t  t o  ac t  f o l l ow ing
upon  a  ce r t a i n  unde rs tand ing  o f  a  s i t ua t i on ;  bu t  a t  t he  same
t ime I  may be unauthent ic  and refuse to match my act ion wi th
my  unde rs tand ing  and  j udgmen t .  Th i s  i s  a  pos i t i on  f r equen t l y
f ound  i n  I i f e ,  ye t  Hampsh i re  canno t  adm i t  i t .  Because  he
cons ide rs  t he  ' p r i va te '  t o  ga in  i t s  va l ue  f r om wha t  ac tua l l y
occu rs  j - n  pub l i c ,  so - ca l l ed  p r i va te  i n t en t i ons  no t  endo rsed
by  ac t i on  a re  s impJ -y  no t  c red i t ed .  I ns i nce r i t y  canno t  ex i s t
f o r  Hampsh i re .  Desca r t es '  ghos t  con t i nues  t o  haun t  mode rn
ph i l osophy !  ( 3 )  F i na11y ,  Hampsh i re  i den t i f j . e s  t he  sub jec t
w i t h  h i s  w i l l  wh i ch  he  seems  t o  cons ide r  t o  be  un invo l ved ,
even  i n  a  nega t i ve  capac i t y ,  w i t h  t he  p rocess  o f  com ing  t o
know  (pp .  153 -154 ) .  Lone rgan  wou ld  no t  i den t i f y  t he  sub jec t
wi th the wi l l  merely,  but  at  the sane t ime he would see the
w i l l  as  i nvo l ved  i n  a  nega t i ve  capac i t y  i n  t he  p rocess  o f
coming to know insofar  as the intent ion to know frequent ly
has  t o  be  sus ta j - ned  aga ins t  o the r  p ressu res  and  i n t e res t s
wh i ch  g i ve  r i se  t o  b i as .  Gene ra l l y  speak ing ,  I  be l i eve  Hamp-
sh i r e ' s  ph i l osophy  o f  m ind  t o  be  a  no t  qu i t e  success fu l  a t t emp t
t o  shake  o f f  t he  e f f ec t s  o f  Ca r t es i an  dua l i sm ,  and  t o  be
less  sys tema t i c  and  l ess  d i sc r im ina t i ng  t han  Lone rgan ' s  ana l y -
s i s  o f  t he  sub jec t .

20Fo r  an  j - l l um j . na t i ng  d i scuss ion  o f  W i t t gens te i n ' s  unde r -
s tand ing  o f  be l i e f  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  r eJ . i g i on ,  see  John  E .
Sm i th ' s  f i ne  a r t i c l e  "Fa i t h ,  Be l i e f ,  and  t he  P rob lem o f  Ra t j - on -
a l i t y "  i n  Ra t i ona l i t v  and  Re f i q i ous  Be I j . e f ,  ed .  C .  F .  De laney
( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o t r e  D a m e  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 9 1 ,  e s p .  p p .  4 9 - 5 6 .
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The  pe renn ia l  t ens j . on  be tween  t he  P la ton i c  and  t he  A r i s -

t o t e l i a n  t r a d i t i o n s  i s  a  c r u c i a l  i s s u e  i n  a n y  i n q u i r y  i n t o

the  f ounda t i ons  o f  po l i t i ca l  ph i l osophy .  As  an  examp l ' e '  r ^ re

m a v  t a k e  C h a r l e s  M c C o v ' s  s t u d y  T h e  S t r u c t u r e  o f  P o I i t i c a I

T h n r r o h f  -  w h e r e  f h e  o r r e s t  i  o n  i  s  d e a  I  t  w i t h  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h ejjjilj:ji-: '

t r e a t m e n t  o f  e s s e n c e  a n d  e x i s t e n c e . l  T h e  S o c r a t i - c  s e a r c h

f o r  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  l a w  a n d  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  t h e i r  e x p r e s s i o n

i n  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i s  t a k e n  t o  c o n t a i n  a  l a t e n t  d a n g e r ,  o v e r J . o o k e d

by  P la to ,  who  con fused  t he  ex i s t ence  o f  t h i ngs  w i t h  t he i r

e s s e n c e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  i m m a t e r i a l .  M c c o y  a s s e n t s

t o  A r i s t o t l e ' s  o w n  a c c o u n t :

H a v i n g  i n  h i s  y o u t h  b e c o n e  f a m i l i a r  f i r s t  w l t h  C r a t y l u s
and  t he  He rac l j - t ean  doc t r i nes  I t ha t  a l l  sens ib l e  t h i ngs
a re  rn  a  s t a te  o f  f l u x ,  and  t ha t  no  sc i ence  o f  t hem
e x i s t s l ,  h e  I P I a t o ]  c o n L i n u e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  e v e n
in  h i s  l a t e r  yea rs .  Now  Soc ra tes  v /as  engaged  i n  t he
s t u d y  o f  e t h i c a l  m a t t e r s '  b u t  n o t  a t  a I I  i n  t h e  s t u d y
o f  n a t u r e  a s  a  w h o I e ,  y e t  i n  e t h i c a l  m a t t e r s  h e  s o u g h t
t h e  u n i v e r s a l ,  a n d  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  f i x  h i s  t h o u g h t
o n  d e f i n i t i o n s .  P I a t o ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t a k i n g  i n t o
a c c o u n t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  S o c r a t e s '  c a m e  t o  t h e  b e f i e f
t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  s e n s i b l e  t h i n g s  a r e  a l w a y s  i n  a  s t a t e
o f  f l u x ,  s u c h  i n q u i r i e s  w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,
and  no t  w l t h  t he  sens rb l es ;  f o r  t he re  can  be  no  common
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s e n s i b f e  t h i n g s  w h e n  t h e s e  a r e  a l w a y s
c h a n g r . n g .  H e  c a l l e d  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  o t h e r  s o r t  ' I d e a s ' ,

a n d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s e n s i b l e  t h i n g s  e x i s t  a p a r t  f r o m  I d e a s
and  a re  named  acco rd i nq  t o  I deas .  '

T h i  c  c f c n -  M c e o v  n ^  I  ^ - r -  ! ^  i h e  o r i o r i f v  o f  e s s e n c ea r r r o  o  u L y r  , , l d I r r L d f r r s  r  t c o u -  L r r v  Y !

o v e r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  P l a t o ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h e  u n i v e r s a l

e s s e n c e ,  ' m a n ' ,  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l

m e n  w h o m  w e  k n o w  t h r o u g h  o u r  s e n s e s  a r e  m e r e l y  w e a k  p a r t i c i p a -

t j o n s  i n  t h e  i d e a  ' m a n ' .  T h i s  p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  c o n c e p t

i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e x t r e m e  u n i t y  w h i c h  P l a t o  s e e k s  t o

ach ieve  f o r  t he  j - dea l  r epub l i c :  t he  i nd i v i dua l  i s  abso rbed

i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  m u c h  a s  m a n ' s  o w n  e x i s t e n c e  i s  i t s e l - f  c o n s i d e r e d

a  m e r e  s h a d o w  o f  L h e  a r c h e L y p a l  c o n c e p t  M a n .  A r i s t o t l e r s

c n c n i  f  i n n a l  f h e o r v  u r h i c h  r a c n c n i z e q  t h e  e m b O d i m e n t  O f  i n t e - I -u v Y r r f  L  r v r : q !

I e c t ,  a n d  i t s  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  t h e  s e n s e s ,  i s  f o r  M c c o y  t h e

b a s i s  o n  w h i c h  t h e  r e a l m s  o f  e s s e n c e  a n d  e x i s t e n c e  c a n  b e

d i s e n g a g e d .  ' M a n '  
,  t a k e n  a s  u n i v e r s a l ,  h a s  n o  s e p a r a t e  e x i s t -

e n c e ;  h u m a n  i n q u r r y  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  k n o w i n g  J o h n  a n d  P a u I  a s

sepa ra te  i nd i v i dua l s  and  t hus  men  as  ex i s t en t s .  On l y  by  know ing
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t hose  ex l s t en t  be ings  can  t ha t  wh i ch  i s  p red i cab le  o f  t hem - -

manhood  - - be  p red i ca ted ;  t he j . r  ac tua l i t y  i s  d i s t i ngu i shed

f rom,  and  no t  de r i va t i ve  f r om,  t he i r  un i ve r sa l  aspec t s .  On

th i s  v i ew ,  t he  t ask  o f  po l l t i ca l  ph i l osophy  i s  no t  t o  seek

a  un i ve r sa l  de f i n i t i on  o f  commun i t y ;  r a the r ,  t he  gene ra l

shou ld  a l h rays  be  reso l ved  t h rough  i t s  spec i f i c  pa r t s ,  as

A r i s t o t l e  h i r nse l - f  p roceeds  t o  d i s t i ngu i sh  t he  k i nds  o f  commun-

i t y  t ha t  do  ex i s t ,  and  t he  d i f f e ren t  k i nds  o f  cha rac te r  and

ru l e  t ha t  t hey  embody . t  McCoy  p roceeds  t o  bu i l d  on  A r i s t o t l - e r s

me taphys i cs  o f  ' d i f f e ren t i a t i on '  and  ' o rgan i sm '  as  t he  bas i s

for  h is whole subsequent argurnent that  in the emergence of

mode rn  po l i t i ca l  ph i l osophy ,  Ma rx i an  t hough t  r ep resen t s  t he

point  where the realms of  essence and existence have once

aga in  been  con f l a t ed ,  a l be i t  w i t h  t he  oppos i t e  consequence

that  the j .ndiv idual  man is declared to be the whoLe of  society.q

By  con t ras t ,  t he  wo rk  o f  E r i c  Voege l i n  t o  r ecove r  t he

t rue  f ounda t i ons  o f  po l i t i ca l  ex i s t ence ,  has  shown  ove r  seve ra l "

decades  a  p ro found  sympa thy  f o r  t he  P la ton i c  o r i en ta t i on

and  i t s  l a t e r  deve lopmen ts . s  Fo r  Voege I i n ,  t he  deba te  t ha t

i s  po l i t i ca l  ph i l osophy  j - s  no t  a  ' g i ven r ,  i n  wh i ch  we  d i sce rn

and  deba te  concep tua l  c l a r i t y ;  i t s  ve r y  emergence  res t s  on

the  d i scove ry  o f  a  t r u th  i - n  wh i ch  consc iousness  i s  d i f f e ren -

t i a t e d . 6

-  The  nswche  i t se l f  i s  f ound  as  a  ne \d
man  a t  wh i ch  he  expe r i ences  h imse l f  as  open  t o
d e n t a L r e a l i t y .

I n  Be rgson ian  l anguage  o f  t he  "open ing  o f  t he  sou l " ,  Voege l i n

a f f i rms  t ha t  t h i s  expe r i ence  o f  t he  i nqu i r e r  i s  i nsepa rab le

f r om a  new  re l a t i on  w i t h  God :

.  He  no t  on l y  d i scove rs  h i s  own  psvche  as  t he  j - ns t r u -
ment for  exper iencing t ranscendence, but  at  the same
t ime  d i scove rs  t he  d i , v i n i t v  i n  i t s  r ad i ca l l - v  non -human
t ranscendence .

Po l i t i ca ]  ana l ys i s  t hen  res t s  no t  on l y  on  t he  ana l ys i - s  o f

w i sdom,  bu t  i n  t he  o rde r  o f  t he  psyche  o f  t he  w i se  man  t ha t

.  represents the t ruth about human existence on
the border of  t ranscendence .  not  an arbi t rary idea
of man as wor ld- immanent beipg becomes the j -nstrument

o f  soc i a l  c r i t i que ,  bu t  t he  j . dea  o f  a  man  who  has  f ound
h i s  t r ue  na tu re  t h rough  f i nd i ng  h i s  t r ue  re l a t i on  t o
God .

I n  t h i s  h i s  i n i t i a l  expos i t i on ,  t he  Wa lg reen  Lec tu res  f o r

1951 ,  Voege l i n  i l l u s t r a tes  h i s  po in t  p r i nc i pa l l . y  f r om  P la ton i c

t hemes  o f  t he  ph i l osophe r ' s  r es i s t ance  t o  t he  d i so rde r  o f

soc ie t y .  Beh j - nd  t he  an t l -P ro tago rean  f o rmu la ,  " cod  i s  t he

center  in
t ranscen-
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m e a s u r e ' r , 7  i s  d e t e c t e d  H e r a c l - r t u s '  a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  o v e r -

r u l i n g  v a t i d i t y  o f  L h e  i n v i s i b l e  h a r m o n y . s  T h e  c a v e  p a r a b l e

o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  i s  a

d o q n r  i  n t  i  n n  n f  f h o  n o r i  : a n a o  f  h a  c n n r r o r q i  n n  f h a  f  r r l

a r o u n d  f r o m  t h e  u n t r u t h  o f  h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e  a s  i t p r e v a i l e d
i n  t h e  A t h e n i a n  s o p h i s t i c  s o c r e t y  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e
1 o e a  .

' f h  i  s  f h e m e  o f  n h  i  I  e ^ ^ ' . L r e s i s t a n c e  1 6  l h € '  n o r -
v r r ! ! u - u P |  y  L v  L r r e  y s !

s o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  d i s o r d e r s  o f  t h e  a g e ,  h a s  p e r v a d e d  a I l  V o e g e l i n ' s
^ L - ^ - ' ^ - !  ^ - 1 -  - h e  r e . o v e r v  o f  t h e  e l a s s  i  c  e x n e r i e n c e  o f5 u u s E v u s r r  L  I  e !  v  v  I  r  f

r  h A  a n o n  i  n a  a f  t h a  c a r r  I  i  c  n ^ F  l -  h 6  - r f h ^ r  i  - ^  ^ F  1  r T ._ . , -  g d L i l e r f l r g  a r  d  L r e a s u r e

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n :

T o  p r e s e n t  t h e  c l a s s i c  i n s i g h L s  a s  d o x o g r a p h i c  r e l i c s
n o t  o n l y  w o u l d  b e  p o - i n t l e s s ,  i L  w o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e i r
v e r v  m e a n i n o  ^ s  f h e  e y n r c s s i o n  o f  m a n ' s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o
t h e  m o r t a l  i z i n g  d i s o r d e r  o f  t h e  a g e  T h e  p r e s e n L
e s s a y  o b v i o u s l y  i s  a n  . a c t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  c o n t i n u i t y
w i t h  t h e  c l a s s i c  e f f o r t . , .

A l f h o r r o h  V o e o e l  i  n  a s s o c  j a L e s  A r i S L o L I e  w i t h  P I a t o  a S  e x n e r i  -

e n e i n o  a n d  r a n r e s F n t  i  n d  t  h ^  e y n e r i a n c e  n f  d i q e o v p r i n o  m a n '  S

e r o s  t o w a r d s  t h e  d i v i n e  g r o u n d ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o I

n h i  l a < n n h w  f h e  n r : n f  t  a o  a f  i m m n r t  :  I  i  z  i  n a  I  I  h  i  
"  

1  Q 7 4  o v : r n -

s i L i o n  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  r e a s o n  o n c e  a g a i n  d r a w s  m a i n l y  o n  P I a -

t  ^ n  i  ^  c r r m h n l  i  c m  M ^ r a ^ \ / a r  h o  a , r  i  f o  n n a n  I  f  h o  I  : r- . . _  , * . l g u a g e

o f  r e i nca rna t i on  wh rch  marks  t he  i n f l uence  o f  Pv thaqo rean i - sm

on  P la to '  s  l - a t e r  wo rk -

T h a  n i l l  I  t h o l l u a i n l  a f  r a : c n n  : n d  t s h o  n n l n f a r n r r ' l  l c  
I a n t -

h e l k e i n l  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n s  a r e  r e a l  e n o u g h ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e
m o v e m e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  t h e  p s y c h e  i n  i t s  s t a t e  o f
e n t o m b n l e n t  i n  a  m o r L a l  b o d y .  T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  m a n  s h o u l d
f o l l o w  o n e  p u l l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n o t h e r ,  i s  n o t  t o  b e  f o u n d
i n  t h e  '  p s y c h o d y n a m i c s '  o i  t h e  p u p p e l r y  ( s c .  o f  T h e
L a w s ) ,  n o r  i n  s o m e  s L a n d a r d  o f  ' m o r a l i t y ' .  b u t  i n  t f r e
n ^ f a n f  i a l  i  m m n r r a l  i  f v  n f f c r a d  l - r v  t h e  d  i  v i n e  n r e s e n c eP - .
i n  f h o  m o F r v r r  - '

T h e  s t r o n g e s t  e v i d e n c e  I o r  V o e g e l i n ' s  a d o p L i o n  o f  P f a t o n i c

q v m h o l  i  q m  i  s  i  n  t \ e  t h  i  r d  v o l u m e  o f  O r d c r  i  n  H  i  q t n r r r  P I a L o":::::.......=
a n d  A r i s t o t l e ,  o f  w h j c h  l e s s  t h a n  a  q u a r t e r  i s  d e v o t e d  t o

A r i s t o L l e .  V o e g e l i n  f o l l o w s  J a e g e r  i n  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  c o n t i -

n u i t y  b e t w e e n  A r i s t o t l e ' s  e a r l y  w o r k  a n d  t h e  P l a t o n i c - S o c r a t i c

c o n c e p L i o n  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  a s  a  m o d e  o f  ] i f e ,  i n  t h e  m o s t  f i t e r a f

s e n s e  o f  t r u e  1 j - f e ,  f o u n d e d  r n  t h e  e r o t i c  r e a c h i n g  o u t  o f

t he  sou l  t owa rds  t he  I dea ,  r a the r  t han  i n  t he  l - i f e  o f  t he

p a s s i o n s  w h i c h  o p e n s  o n t o  d e a t h .  H e  s c o r n s  a n y  n o t i o n  o I

c o n t r a s t i n g  P , l a t o n r c  a n d  A r i s t o t e l i a n  ' s y s t e m s '  
,  L h e  o n e

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a n d  i d e a l i s t ,  t h e  o t h e r  i m m a n e n t i s t  a n d  r e a . l i s t ;

e a c h  L h i n k e r  w a s  f a r  L o o  e n g r o s s e d  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  n e w

I
i
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problems, to be concerned wi th systemat ic construct ion.r3

Wha t  t hen  o f  A r i s t o t l e ' s  c r i t i que  o f  P la to ' s  no t i on  o f  pa r t i c i -

pa t i on  i n  t he  I deas?  Fo r  Voege l i n ,  t h i s  i s  no  re fu ta t i on

o f  a  ' doc t r i ne '  o f  essences ;  r a the r ,  wha t  has  happened  i s

a  " sh i f t  o f  a t t en t i on "  on  t he  l eve1  o f  ph i l osoph i z i ng .

By  w i t hd raw ing  a t t en t i on  f r om the  o r i g i n  o f  r ea l i zed
forn into a realm of  separate forms, the formal  st ructure
o f  r ea l i t y  i t se l f  came  i n to  f o rma l  v i ew  When
Ar i s t o t l e r s  a t t en t i on  was  t u rned  i n  t h i s  d j . r ec t i on ,
when his inquiry concerned immanent form and the immense
ram i f i ca t i ons  o f  i t s  p rob lems ,  t he  P la ton i c  assump t i on
of  t ranscendental  form might  indeed appear as an unneces-
sa ry ,  and  pe rhaps  unve r i f i . ab l e ,  dupJ - i ca t i on  o f  t ha t
immanent form that  sras given vr i th such certa inty in
t he  immed ia te  expe r i ence  o f  t he  sou l . r a

Such  an  i nqu i r y  can  ra i se  no  a rgumen t  aga ins t  t r anscenden ta l

form; so what has become of  the problems that  had been seen

by  P la to  when  t he  a t t en t i on  o f  h i s  ph i l osoph j . z i ng  was  d i r ec ted

to the form of  the Good? Voegel in 's  answer is  at  once an

a t t ack  on  P la to r s  l a t e  a t t emp t  t o  r ep resen t  t he  t ens ion  o f

ex i s t ence  i n  t he  dem iu rg i c  my th  o f  t he  Laws ,  and  on  A r i s t o t l e

for  turning away f rom the problem raised by Plato.

A r i s t o t l e  r i gh t l y  c r i t i c i zed  t h i s  pa r t  o f  P l a ton i c  specu -
l a t i on ;  and  i n  e l im ina t i ng  t h i s  con fus i on ,  he  pene t ra ted
to  t he  c l ea rness  o f  h i s  own  on to l ogy .

Thus by impl icat ion Voegel in assents to the formal  argument

o f  Me taphvs i cs  I ,  6 -9 i  bu t  f o r  h im  i t  i s  a  m i s taken  e f f o r t :

For th is magni f icent  achievement,  however,  he paid the
g rea t  p r i ce  o f  e f im ina t i ng  t he  p rob lem o f  t r anscenden taL
fo rn ,  a l ong  w i t h  i t s  specu la t i ve  m i suse .

I n  A r i s t o t l e ,  Voege l - i n  a f f i . rms ,  we  have

.  a cur ious t ransformat ion of  the exper ience of
t ranscendence which can pelhaps best  be descr ibed as
an  i n t e l l ec tua l  t h i nn ing  ou t . "

Wha t  i s  t h i s  " t h i nn i . ng  ou t "?  He re ,  Voege l i n ' s  j udgmen t  once

again evinces the Pythagorean perspect ive of  the soul  seeking

i ts t rue home through phi losophy.  Not only does he f ind Ar is-

t o t l e  t o  have  reduced  t he  f u l l ness  o f  P la to ' s  noe t i c  expe r i ence

to the concept ion of  God as pr ime mover,  and to conceive

cogn i t i ve  ac t i on  as  a  deJ . i gh t  i n  l t se l f ,  bu t

,  no J-onger is  the soul  as a whole immortal ,  but
on l y  t ha t  pa r t  o f  i t  wh i ch  A r i s t o t l e  ca11s  t he  ac t i ve
i n te l l ec t ;  .  and  f i na I1y ,  t he  mys t i ca l  v i a  neqa t i va
by which the soul  ascends to the v is ion of  the Idea
in the Svmposium is th inned out  to the r i .se torrards
the  d i anoe t i c  v i r t ues  and  t he  b i os  t heo re t i kos . r6

In  sho r t ,  A r i s t o t l e r s  wo rk  r ep resen t s  a  t r e l apse r  f r om the

h igh  sp i r i t ua l i t y  o f  P l a to r s  a r t i cu l a t i on ,  b rough t  abou t

by  t ea r i ng  h i s  symbo l i sm  l a rge l y  ou t  o f  i t s  ex i s t en t i a l con tex t ,
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. r n d  r r e a t i n g  i t  d s  i f  i t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  c o n c e p t s  r e f e r r i n g

L o  a  d a t u n  o f  s e n s e - e x p e r i e n c e .  A c c o r d i n g t y ,  V o e g e l i n ' s  e s t r -

m d t e  o f  A r i s t o L L e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  n e g a L i v e .  P l a t o

h a d  a l r e a d y  s L a r t e d  L h e  d i s s o c i a t i o n  o f  L h e  o r i g i n a l  c o m p l e x

a f  o y n p - i o n e c q  i  n  - ^ - r  - ^ i n o  f h e  I  i  v i r o  n r e s e n c e
L ^ y L !  - ! r . ! L J

o f  f h e  n h i  I  o s o n h e r  k i n o  h v  s v n h o l  i  c  i n s t i t u L i o n s .  A r i s L o t I e

e n n f  r  n r r o d  f  h  i  s  n r n . a q q  h r r  d o r r a l n n  i  n c  i  n c l e n c n d e n f  d i  c c i  r  I  r  ' . ^ ^
p )  u c !  L  - v P t r r Y  v r J v  r  P  '  t r r e -

o f  e t h i c s  a n d  t h e  d e v i s i n g  o f  r n s t i t u t i o n s .

A . l l  t h e s e  c e n t r i f u g a l  t e n d e n c i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  s L i f I
h e l d  t o g e t h e r  b y  .  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e m n a n t  o f  t h e
l - l a f o r r  i  e  o o o d  n n l  i  q  T h o  A r i s f o f c l  i a n  h e c f  n o l  r  g  V t a SY v v v

n e  i  f h o r  a  n o l  i  c  r  r l e c l  h v  f h e  I  i  r r i n a  n r a q a n . a  n f  t h e.YYt__:i
n h  i  I  o q n n h e r - k  i  n o  n o r  r  q r r m L r o  I  i  e  n l a v  I  i  k e  f h e  - ^ 1  i  -- . _ - _ - _  - - _ r r y  u  J J r " s v r  f r  y  ,  u t  p u t f  -

o f  t h e  L a w s .  I t  b e c a m e  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a n  i n t e l f e c t u a l -
n t z .  l a  f h : f  r  r 5 l  b e  s o l V e d  a S  a  m a t t e r  o f  L r a d i t i o n . r  7

t l

N o w  r t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  V o e g e f i n  w o u f d  r e j e c t  M c C o y ' s  a p p e a l

f o  A r r s t o t l e ' s  m e L a p h y s i c  ? S ,  a t  b e s t ,  m i s p l a c e d  e n d e a v o r .

r ^ r  :  n h  i  t n c n n h a r  .  -  r L - r  n r - + O I S  a c c o u n t  o f  u n i v e r s a . lu  y ' r  r  r v J u y ' r r  I  r  u  d r  v u e

e s s e n c e s  i s  m i s t a k e n  b e c a u s e  t h e  i n t e l f e c t  i s  u n i t e d  t o  a

b o c i y ,  a n d  i s  L h c r e I o r e  c a p a b l e  o f  k n o w i n g  e s s e n c e s  e x i s t i n g

I  m : l . l . n r  i  q  f r ^ m  \ / ^ a d o  |  . i  n  |  ^  - t s - - ^ ^ ^  i  h +  f ^  i
v v ! y ! r r r r  s  s f a n o p o l - n t ,  f o  o r s c u s s

I  h o  q r r m h n l  c  n f  r  r a n c n a n d o n  t  o w n o r  i  i  f  t  h o r r  u r o  r o  c  i  m n l  a

c o n c e p t s  a r i s i n g  a t  L h e  I e v e I  o t  t h e  s e n s e s .  M c c o y ' s  e x e r c i s e

\ r ^ r '  I  . l  h a  i  r r . l n a d  I  ^ - ^ - .  i  n j - n  i  m m e n a n t  i  e f  e n n ^ "  I  -
J  u u y e u  o -  o  | J o r  e  ! a [ J - s  , r s 4 J L  J y r L u  I  d -

I ] r o n .
' f  h o  n r r o c  F  i  n n  :  r  i  q o c  h a u , o r r a r  w h o f h a r  \ / n a a a  I  i  n  I s own

r e p r e s e n L d L i o n  o t  p o l i L i c a l  e x r s t e n c e  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e j u d g e s

h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  A r i s t o t l e .  H i s  a t t u n e m e n t  t o  P I a t o ' s  t e r m i -

n o l n q v  o f  f h e  n h i  l n q n n h c r '  q  q a ^ r . h  f o r  s t a h i  I  i  f v  o f  r l n d e r -

s t a n d i n g  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d .  W j l l i a m  B a r r e t l  c o m m e n t s

o n  t h e  d u a l i s m  o I  r e a s o n  a n d  i q n o r a n c c  i m p ] i c i t  i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c

m y t h  o f  t h e  c a v e  :

W e  h a v e  t o  s e e  P l a t o ' s  r a t i o n a l i s m  n o t  a s  a  c o o l  s c i e n -
r i f i .  n - o i e c t ,  .  b U L  a S  d  k i n c J  o f  n a q s i n n a f c l.  o u f  a s  a  l . - . . _  _ .  _ _ - y  r e -
I  i q i o u s  d o c t r i t r € ,  - -  a  t h e o r y  t h a t  p r o m r s e d  m a n  s a l v a t i o n
f r o m  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  h a d  f e a r e d  m o s t  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t
d a y s ,  f r o m  d e r L h  a n d  t i m e .  T h e  e x L r a o r d i n a r y  r m p u - [ s e
P l a l - o  n r t q  r ! n o n  r e a S o n  i s  i t s e l f  a  r e l i o i o r r s  i m n r r l q c  I a

r r r r P u f  r s .

T h e  ^ f f e c t  o t  t h i s  r f i f ' u l s e  i s  f e l t  t h r o u g h o u t  P l a t o r s  t r e a t m e n t

o f  e s s e n c e  a n d  e x i s t e n c e .  A s  B a r r e t t  r e m a r k s  a g a i n ,

P s y c h o L o g i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  P l a t o ' s
L h e o r y  o f  r d e a s  i s  t o  L r a n s f e r  L h e  w e i g h t  o f  e m p h a s i s
f r o m  s c n s o r y  r c a l i t y  t o  s u p e r s e n s i b l e  r e a l i t y .  I H i s ]
L h o u g h t  .  v a l u e s  t h e  e t e r n a l  o v e r  t h e  t e m p o r a l ,
L h e  u n r v e r s d l  o v e r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e a s o n  o v e r  t h e  n o n -
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ra t i ona l  ha l f  o f  man .  I n  a l l  t hese  va lua t i ons  i t  r ema ins
p ro found l y  an t i - ex i s t e  n t i a l ,  a  ph i l osophy  o f  essence
ra the r  t han  ex i s t ence .  Ye t  i t  r ema ins  ex i - s t en t i a l  i n
i t s  concep t i on  o f  t he  ac t i v i t y  o f  ph i l osoph i z i ng  as
fundamen ta l l y  a  means  o f  pe rsona l  sa l va t i on . "

What indicat ions does Voegel in g ive of  a commitment to a

cornparable understanding of  phi losophy? His exposi t ion of

t he  Repub l i c  i n  O rde r  and  H i s to r v  r e -emphas i zes  t he  Soc ra t i c

l i f e  as  ex i s t en t i a l  and  comba t i ve .  He  sees  P la to ,  as  t he

founde r  o f  t r ue  po l i t i ca l  s c i ence ,  es tab l i sh i ng  t he  cond i t i - ons

fo r  a I I  subsequen t  r es i s t ance  t o  a  con f l - i c t  o f  good  and  i l l

t ha t  i s  ev i nced  i n  soc ia l  d i so rde r .

Phi losophy is  not  a doctr ine of  r j -ght  order,  but  the
l i gh t  o f  w i sdom tha t  f a l l s  on  t he  s t r ugg le ;  and  he lp
i s  no t  a  p i ece  o f  i n f o rma t i on  abou t  t r u th ,  bu t  t he  a rduous
ba t t l e  t o  l oca te  t he  f o r ces  o f  ev i ]  and  i den t i f y  t he i r
na tu re .  Fo r  ha l f  t he  ba t t l - e  i s  won  when  t he  sou l  can
recogn i ze  t he  shape  o f  t he  enemy ,  and  consequen t l y  knows
tha t  t he  way  t ha t  i t  mus t  f o l l ow  l eads  i n  t he  oppos i t e
direct j -on.  Pl-ato operates in the Republ ic  therefore
w i t h  pa i r s  o f  concep t s  wh i ch  po in t  t he  way  by  cas t i ng
the i . r  l i gh t  on  bo th  good  and  ev i l . 20

Voege l i n r s  subsequen t  summary  o f  t he  s j . gn i f i cance  o f  P la to ' s

t e rm ino logy  makes  s t j - I I  c l ea re r  h i s  sympa thy  w i t h  i t s  so te r i o -

l og i ca l  con tex t .

The  pa i r s  mus t  be  unde rs tood  i n  t he i r  agg rega te  as  t he
exp ress ion  o f  a  man ' s  r es i s t ance  t o  a  soc ia l  co r rup t i on
wh i ch  goes  so  deep  t ha t  i t  a f f ec t s  t he  t r u th  o f  ex i s t ence
unde r  cod .  Ph i l osophy ,  t hus ,  has  i t s  o r i g i n  i n  t he  re -
s i s t ance  o f  t he  sou l  t o  i t s  des t ruc t i on  by  soc ie t y .  Ph i l o -
sophy  i n  t h i s  sense  .  has  two  f unc t i ons  f o r  P1a to .
I t  i s  f i r s t ,  and  mos t  impo r tan t l y ,  an  ac t  o f  sa l va t i on
fo r  h imse l - f  and  o the rs ,  j . n  t ha t  t he  evoca t i on  o f  r i gh t
o rde r  and  i t s  r econs t i t u t i on  i n  h i s  own  sou l  becomes
the substant ive center  of  a new community which,  by
i t s  ex i s t ence ,  r e l i eves  t he  p ressu re  o f  t he  su r round ing
co r rup t  soc i e t y .  Unde r  t h i s  aspec t ,  P l - a to  j . s  t he  f ounde r
of  the community of  phiJ-osophers that  I ives through
the  ages .  Ph i l osophy  i s ,  second ,  an  ac t  o f  j udgmen t

Unde r  t h i s  second  aspec t ,  P l a to  i s  t he  f ounde r
o f  poJ - i t i ca l  s c i ence .2 r

I n  expand ing  on  t h i s  l a t t e r  aspec t ,  Voege l i n  aga in  h i n t s

a t  t he  t heme  o f  f a l l  and  reb i r t h :

I n  t he  ph i l osophe r  who  res i s t s  t he  soph i s t  l i ves  a  sou l
which  res is ts  the  des t ruc t ion  o f  Are te .  The phi losopher
i s  man  i n  t he  anx ie t y  o f  h i s  f a l l  f r om  be ing ;  and  ph i l o -
sophy is  the ascent toward salvat ion for  Everyman

P la to r s  ph i l osophy ,  t he re fo re ,  i s  no t  g  ph i l osophy ,
but  the synbol ic  form in which a Dionysiac soul  expresses
i t s  ascen t  t o  God .22

At th is point ,  we may recal l  the work of  Paul  Rj-coeur

i n  d i f f e ren t i a t i ng  t he  symbo l i sms  o f  ev i l  as  r ep resen ta t i ons

of  human existence.  In h is t reatment of  the mvth of  the "exi led
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s o u } " ,  h c  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p a c t  b e t w e e n  L h i s  r e p r e s e n t a -
- - L - ,  , . L  i  ^ L  L ^  - a  I  I  a  I  i  n  : n r r  n l - h o r  n r r t s hp l l r r 9 s u p i l y  w l l L U t l  t r d 5  l t g  p d J  _ _ - _ -  _ , . . _ -  l i l y  L I l .

T n  f h c  O r n h  i  c  q c h p m r  f h c  c a r r  I  d i  r r i n a  i  n  ^ r i d i  n  h a n r m a  t

e n m i x e d  i n  a  b o d y  r n  w h i c h  i t  f o r g e t s  i t s  t r u e  n a t u r e .  R i c o e u r

r d e n t i f i e s  a  " m y t h  o f  s i t u a t i o n " ,  r e v e a l i n g  ' s o u f '  a n d  ' b o d y '

a s  d i s t i n c t  m a g n i t u d e s  a n d  p o w e r s ,  v / h i c h  i s  n o t  a  s u b s e q u e n t

n e o - P f a t o n i c  i n v e n t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h a t  a n c i e n t  d l s c o u r s e

n f  O r n h  i  e m  n r o q r r n n n - ^ n  h '  D 1  a r ^  , . , r i f i h ^ -  2 3  r  r n  n ,
r - - - - r r v J u u  v )  , L ' , y r  u e n t r a l

t h e m e s  c a n  b e  d i s c e r n e d  f i r s t l y  a s  L h e  r m p r i s o n m e n t  o f  t h e

s o u l  i n  t l r c  b o d y ;  t h e n  t h e  n o t i o n  o I  r e p e t i t i v e  c y c l e s  o f

e x i s t e n c e ,  m o d j f y i n g  L h e  '  j a i l - t h e m e '  ,  f o r  w h i c h  I i f e  c e a s e s

t o  b e  u n i q u e ,  a n d  d e a t h  c e a s e s  t o  b e  i t s  l l m i t .  H e n c e

l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  a l t e r n a t e  a s  t w o  s t a t e s :  I i f e  c o m e s  f r o m
d e a t h  a n d  d e a t h  f r o m  I i f e ,  I i k e  \ d a k i n g  a n d  s l e e p i n g ;
t he  one  may  be  t he  d ream o f  t he  o the r /  and  each  bo r rows
i t s  m e a n i r r g  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r .  H e n c e r  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  i s
n o t  o n ] y  . i n c a r n a t i o n ,  b u t  r e i n c a r n a t i o n ;  a n d  s o  e x . i s t e n c e ,
u n d e r  t h e  s i g n  o f  r e p e t i t j o n ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  p e r p e t u a l
b a c k s l i d i n g .

T h e  L h i r d  t h e m e ,  t h a t  o f  i n f e r n a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  a p p e a r s  L o  c o n -

f l i c t  w i t h  L h e  n o t i o n  o f  e x p i a t i o n  i n  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y ;

b u t ,  R i c o e u r  a f f i r m s ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  c o u n t e r p a r t s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .

I t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  l i f e  i s  a  r e p e t i t i . o n  o f  h e l l ,
a s  h e l l  i s  a  d o u b l e t  o f  l i f e ,  .  T h u s  t h e  ' b o d y '

c a n  b c  t h e  p . L a c e  o f  e x p l a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  o t h e r  I i t e  w e
c a I . L  d e a t h ,  a n d  H a d e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  e x p i a t i o n  f o r  t h e
e v i l  c o m m i t t e d  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  w h i c h ,  f o r  t h e  p r o f a n e ,
i s  t h e  o n l y  l i f e . ' "

B u t  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  ' b o d y '  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f
r p i f a r A  t  o d  n r r n  i  e h m a n f  i  f s o  I  F  n r n r r n l t o c  -  |  ^ ' , - i  F - -  i  ^ -  1  |. _ , . _ _  d  I J U J  I  L d n r c a . t  r e a c t f o n

t h e  s o u l  1 s  a n  e x i l , e d  b e i n g ,  l e a d i n g  a n  o c c u l t  e x i s t e n c e

i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  b o d y ,  a n d  l o n g l n g  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n .  T h u s  t h e

o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  O r p h i s m ,  R i c o e u r  f i n d s ,  i s  n o t  i n  i t s  t e a c h i n g

o f  t h e  s o u l t s  r a p t u r e  b y  a  g o d ,  w h i c h  o t h e r  c u l t s  t a u g h t .

I t  a l o n e  t a u g h t  t h l s  s u d d e n  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  b e  a n  e x c u r s i o n

f r o m  t h e  b o d y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  v i s i t a t i o n  o r  p o s s e s s i o n .  " E c s t a s y

i s  n o w  s e e n  a s  m a n i f e s t i n g  L h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  w h i c h

d a i l y  e x i s t e n c e  h l d e s . " 2 5

N o w  t h e  e a r f i e r  P l a t o n i c  d i a l o g u e s  d i s p l a y  a  f a r  m o r e

a g n o s t i c  a t t i t u d e  t o i v a r d s  d e a t h ,  a s  i n  t h e  A p o l o q v  ( 4 0 c )  w h e r e

C o r n f o r d  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  P l a t o  t r e a t s  t h e  I d e a s  a s  e q u a l l v

u n c e r t a r n ,

a  s e c o n d a r y  a n d  u n s u b s t a n t i a f  t h l n g ,  l i k e  t h e  A t o m i - s t s '
e i d o l o n  o r  w r a i t h ;  a n d ,  l i k e  o t h e r  G r e e k s ,  i m a q i n e d  t h e
s o u l  a s  a  s h a d o w y  p h a n t o m  o f  t h e  s a m e  k i n d . 2 6

Howeve r ,  t he  l a t e r  d i a l ogues  d raw  deep l y  on  t he  py thago rean
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not ion of  the soul  seeking f reedom in t rue knowledge by re lease

f rom i t s  bod i l y  imped imen ts .2T  wha t  wou ld  be  t he  a t t r ac t i on

o f  t h i - s  t r ad i t i on  t o  P la to?  asks  Co rn fo rd .  I f  P l a to  made  f r i ends

among  h i s  d i sc i p l es  a f t e r  t he  dea th  o f  Soc ra tes ,  he  wou ld

s l ow l y  have  ass im i f a ted  a  qu i t e  d i f f e ren t  i n t e rp re ta t i on  o f

h i s  l a t e  mas te r ' s  t hough t .

He nay have been converted at  the moment when i t  f lashed
upon  h im  t ha t  t he  ' f o rms '  o r  'mean ings '  wh i ch  Soc ra tes
had sought,  were not  insubstant ia l  wrai ths,  but  the very
l i v i ng  na tu res  and  l ndweJ . l i ng  sou l s  o f  t he i r  g roups i
when he sa\4r  in them the mediators which would take the
p lace  o f  t he  Py thago rean  ' numbers ' ,  and  f i l l  t he
gapr lef t  by Parmenides,  between the immutable One and
the  man i f o l d  wo r l d  o f  sense .28

Be  t ha t  as  i t  may ,  t he  repea ted  assoc ia t i on  i n  t he  l a t e r  d i a -

logues bet \" reen the doctr ine of  anamnesis and the idea of  t rans-

migrat ion f rom which j - t  is  deduced, a lways f rom a mathemat ical

point  of  v iew, makes the debt  to the Pythagorean perspect ive

unavo idab le .2s

In th is r4ray rr re can locate and understand the re l ig ious

impu l se  wh i ch  l i e s  a t  t he  hea r t  o f  P l a to r s  r a t i ona l i sm .  Fo r

in drawing on the Pythagorean l i terature,  he drew on a phi lo-

sophy  " s i t ua ted  a t  t he  c ross roads  o f  s c i ence  and  reve la t i on , r '

in  which salvat ion through knowledge l ras the correlate of

t he  pess im i s t i c  my th  o f  t he  sou l r s  imp r i sonmen t . 30  Thus ,  t he

ac t  i n  wh i ch  man  pe rce i ves  h j .mse l f  as  sou l ,  and  i den t i f i e s

w i t h  sou1 ,  i s  sa l va t i on ;  and  o f  such ,

.  I the l  pur i f y ing  ac t
In  th is  awareness ,  in  th i

xce l l ence  i s  know ledqe .
awa reness ,  i n  t h i s  awaken ing  t o  i t se l f  o f  t he

ex i l ed  sou l ,  a I I  ' ph i l osophy '  o f  t he  P la ton i c  and  neo -
P la ton i c  t ype  i s  con ta i ned .  I f  t he  body  i s  des i r e  and
pass ion ,  t he  sou l  i s  t he  o r i g i n  and  p r i nc i p l e  o f  any
w i t hd rawa l ,  .  and  a l l  know ledge  o f  any th i ng ,  eve ry
sc i ence ,  wha teve r  i t s  ob jec t ,  i s  r oo ted  i n  t he  know ledge
of the body.  as desire and of  onesel f  as thought in contrast
t o  d e s i r e . "

Enl ightenment and salvat ion go hand in hand; for  the exiLed

sou l ,  t he  Py thago reans  f i nd  r eLease  and  homecoming  i n  t he

ach ievemen t  o f  know ledge .  I n  t ha t  L i t e ra tu re ,  pu r i f i ca t i on

i s  no t  s imp l y  Loca ted  i n  t he  r i t ua l  con tex t  o f  O rph i sm ;  i t

i s  s imu l t aneous l y  t he  ach ievemen t  o f  t r ue  qnos i s .  Thus ,  as

R i coeu r  r emarks ,  t he  ve ry  l anguage  o f  ' ph i l osophy '  i n  p l a to

revea.Ls the soter ioJ.ogical  af f j -n l ty  wi th Pythagoreanism:

.  Rather than cal l ing a man who medi tates in pursui t
of  the god sophos or  sophistes,  the Pythagoreans pre-
ferred the rather esoter ic  term phi losophos;  i t  evokes
the  ph i l i a  t ha t  i s  b roken  by  ' d i s co rd ' ,  by  e r i s ,  wh j_ch
sets man at  var iance wi th the div ine and wi th h i .s  own
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o r i g i n .  W i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  s o u J - ,  r e u n i o n  o f  t h e  s o u l
w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  - -  t h e r e  w e  h a v e  t h e  p h i l o s o p h r c a l  i n t e n -
t i on  be fo re  P la to .  The  i dea  o f  happ iness  - -  euda imone in

i s  a t  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  m a r g i n a l  v i s i o n  a n d  t h e
p h i l o s o p h i c a L  v i s i o n  m e e L ;  f o r  h a p p i n e s s  i s  t h e  ' g o o d

s o u l ' ,  a n d  t h e  ' g o o d  s o u J - '  c o m e s  t o  a  m a n  w h e n  h e  ' k n o w s ' ,
' ' L ^ -  I ' - ^ " r  - ! ^ ^  i s  t h e  q f r o n o e s t  a n d  d e s i r e  t h e  w e a k e s t ] 7w l l c l l  n l l u w  l  g u 9 E  r  r  L r r L  J  L r v r r y e J L

^ n c n r d i n n l , ,  i n  i . h ^  D h : a r r n  q ^ - r > t a q  b e c o m e s  t h e  m o u t h p i e c ej : . j ::,

f o r  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n  n o t i o n  o f  d a i m o n :  t h e  ' f o s t - s o u f '  p r o -

f ound l y  a f f ec t s  t he  t r ea tmen t  o f  human  cogn i t i on .

T h e  s o u l  i s  m o s t  l i k e  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  d i v i n e ,  i m m o r t a l ,
i  n 1 . o l  I  i  a  i  h l  a  r r n i  f n r m  i  n d  i  c c n l  n h l  o  a n d  e \ / a r  c p l  f  ^ ^ -
! r , L s t r r Y r v ! L  ,

s i s t e n t  a n d  i n v a r i a b f e  w h e r e a s  b o d y  i s  m o s t  I i k e  t h a t
w h i c h  i s  h u m a n ,  m o r t a l ,  m u l t i f o r m ^ , -  u n r n t e l l i g i b l e '  d i s -
s o l u b l e ,  a n d  n e v e r  s e f f - c o n s i s t e n t . "

T h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  p r i o r i t y  o f  e s s e n c e  o v e r

e x i s t e n c e  i n  P l a L o ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  A s  C o r n f o r d

s h o w s ,  a n y  v i e w  t h a t  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  w i l - 1  n o t  b e a r  r a t i o n a l

a n a l y s i s  i s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  m i s s i n g  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i t s  a p p a r e n t

w e a k n e s s e s  a r e ,  w i t h l n  t h e  w o r k i n g s  o f  t h e  l o s t - s o u I  m y t h '

i  f c  q f r c n o t  h s -  F o -  r - - - !  :  i  e  f h o  . ^ n c a ^ , , o h c e  o fr  L r L r r y L , , J .  P d r  L  r L r l J a  L  r u r r  L v r r J L Y u v r r \

t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  c o n j o i n s  w o r s h i p  a n d  c o g n i -

t i o n  i n  e c s t a t i c  e x t r a - b o d i l y  e x p e r i e n c e .

T h e  I d e a  i s  a  g r o u p - s o u l ,  r e l a t e d  t o  i t s  g r o u p  a s  a
m r r c t o r r r _ d : o m n n  I  i  l c e  D i  n n r r q i l q  i  s  - ^ l  - r ^ ;  f ^  -  ^ - ^ , , h  ^ €, " f  J  L L !  I  u r v r r j J u r  y l v u v  u !

w o r s h i p p e r s  . I f o r  w h o n ]  t h e  o n e  G o d  e n t e r e d  l n t o
e a c h  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e m ;  e a c h  a n d  a l I  b e c a m e  e n t r y 3 r , g ! ;
t hey  pa r t ook  o f  t he  one  d i v i ne  na tu re ,  wh i ch  was  .ZE im , - rn i -

c a t e d '  t o  t h e m  a l l ,  a n d  ' p r e s e n t '  j - n  e a c h .  I t  1 s  t h u s
w e  m u s t  i n L e r p r e t  t h e  t h r e e  t e r m s  - -  m e t h e x i s ,  p a r o u s i a ,
k o i n o n i a  - -  b y  w h i c h  P l a t o  t r i e s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e l a t i o n
o f  a n  t d e a  t o  i t s  g r o u p . l q

T h u s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a n .  o r i g i n a l  ' i m p a r t s '  i t s  n a t u r e

L o  s e n s i b l e  o b j e c t s  o f  b e a u t y ,  g i v e s  s y s t e m a t i c  e x p r e s s i o n

t  o  l h e  t  v n e  o f  p a  I  i  n  i  a , , c  a a n c n  i  c v m h ^ l  i  ? 6 . l  h , /  t h e.  I  V -

I  n c l - - c n r r  I  m r r f  h

I I I

C a s s i r e r  n o i n t  s  o u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  d i f f e r -

e n t j a L i o n  o f  r a t i o n a l  f r o m  m y t h . r c  c o n s c j - o u s n e s s ,  o n e  i m m e d i a t e

c o u n t e r - r e a  c t i o n  i s  t o  r e a f f i r m  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d

c o s m o q -  s n h i c c f - n o l o  a n d  o h i c e f - n o l e . ' "  T h e  P l a t o n i c  d e v e l o n -

m e n t  o t  P y L h a g o r e a n i s m  g i v e s  c l a s s i c  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h i s  l o n g -

r n g  i n  i t s  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  h o m e  o f  t h e  s o u l  r s  i n

t h e  s u p e r s e n s i b . I e  w o r l d .  I t s  d o c t r i n e  o f  p a r t i c r p a t i o n  s e e k s

L o  r e c r e a L e  t h e  w o r . L d  o t  m y t h - i c  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ;  t h e  f u n c t i o n

o f  know ledge  i s  t o  awake  t he  knower  t o  t ha t  l os t  un i t y ,  by
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assimilat ing the clues no!t,  hidden within the cosmos which

w i l l  l e a d  h i m  t o  h i s  g o a l .

In  Ar is to t le ,  we f ind  a  de tern ined s tand ag ta ins t  any

such no t ion  tha t  the  sou l  i s  a  separa te ,  quas i -ange l ic  sub-

s tance,  and thus  aga ins t  any  doc t r ine  o f  fa l I  and re incarna-

t i o n .

T h e  s o u L i s  i n  a  b o d y ,  a n d  a  b o d y  o f  a  d e f i n i t e  k i n d ;
and not as some earl ier thinkers made out, who related
i t  to  a  body  w i thout  de f in ing  a t  a l l  the  na ture  and qua l -
i t y  o f  tha t  body ;  desp i te  the  fac t  tha t  i t  i s  apparent
that not any subject whatever can achieve any form at
random .36

Far  f rom be ing  ab le  to  f i t  j , t se l f  in to  anv  body ,  the  sou l

i s  the  focus  o f  the  re incarnat ion  o f  the  body ,  the  pr inc ip le

o f  i t s  ex is tence:  P la to  and the  Py thagoreans

.  con jo in  body  and sou l ,  p lac ing  the  sou l  in  the
body w i thout  s ta t ing  any th ing  de f in i te  as  to  the  cause
of  th is ,  o r  how the  body  is  d isposed.  Yet  th is  exp lanat ion
is  sure ly  necessary ,  fo r  i t  i s  in  v i r tue  o f  someth ing
in  common tha t  one is  an  agent ,  the  o ther  ac ted  upon,
one moves and the other is moved For each body
seems to  have i t s  own proper  fo rm and spec ies .  I t  i s
l i ke  say ing  tha t  carpent ry  en ters  in to  f lu tes i  fo r  each
ar t  must  use  i t s  too ls ,  and the  sou l  i t s  body .37

Hence the  approach o f  Ar is to t le  i s  founded no t  on  a  d ia lec t i ca l

tens ion  o f  body  and souf  as  oppos i te  p r inc ip les ,  as  in  the

cont ro l l ing  rny th  o f  "ex i le  and re tu rn" ,  bu t  on  d is t ingu ish ing

them as  cont ras t ing  aspec ts  o f  the  same organ ism d iscoverab le

by  b io log ica l  and psycho log ica l  ana lys is .  Sou l  i s  no  longer

a  se l f -ex is t ing  en t i t y ,  bu t  a  fea ture  o f  a I I  t ypes  o f  l i v j .ng

m a t t e r . 3 8

For the body is not one of the factors exist ing in the
sub jec t ;  ra ther  i t  i s  as  the  sub jec t  and the  na t te r .
I t  i s  necessary ,  then,  tha t  the  sou l  be  a  subs tance in
the  sense o f  the  spec i fy ing  pr inc ip le  o f  a  phys j .ca l  body
poten t ia l l y  a l i ve .  Nor r r ,  subs tance ( in  th is  sense)  i s
ac t i  i t  w i l l  there fore  be  the  ac t  o f  a  body  o f  th is  sor t .

I f  then there is any one general izat ion to be made for
any  and every  sou1,  the  sou l  w i l l  be  the  pr imary  ac t
o f  a  phys ica t  bod i l y  o rgan ism.3s

SouI  j -s  now v iewed as  the  in te l l ig ib le  conf igura t ion  o f  the

func t ions  and ac t iv i t ies  o f  each organ isn ;  i t  i s  no t  iden t ica l

with total- I i fe, but is rather the principle and power of

l i fe. Moreover, every organi.sm can be understood as developing

between boundaries of decay and growth, generation and destruc-

t ion .  For  Ar is to t le ,  the  sou l  j . s  no t  on ly  the  ' in tegra tor r ,

the principle of the structural unity of the organism, but

the  'opera tor ' ,  the  pr inc ip le  o f  i t s  deve lopmenta l  e f f i -

c iency  and purpos iveness .
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A r i s t o t l e  t h u s  v i e w s  t h e  o r g a n i s m  a s  a  s u b j e c t - i n - p r o c e s s ,

L h e  I o c u s  i n  w h j c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  t a k e s  p l a c e .  A s  J a e g e r  s a y s ,

i n  h i s  m a t u r e  v i e w ,  A r i s t o t l e  h a s  d i s c a r d e d  v i r t u a l l y  a l l

t h e  p s y c h o - p h y s i c a l  d u a l . r s m  o f  P l a t o ;  t h e  o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h a t

doc t r . i ne  he  re ta . i ned  v ras  t he  be l i e f  t ha t  pu re  nous  v /as  i ndepen -

d e n t  o f  t h e  b o d y .

A l l  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  s u c h  a s  r e f l e c t r o n ,
r  ^ . . ^  - - r  L -  !  -  ^ - r  - ^ T a r r z  i  n r r n l  r r a  f  h o  n q r r c h n _s a  r  r  a  '  1 9 s  r  a r r u  r r E r " v !  f  r  ! r r  v  v r  y r f  v r r v

p h y s i c a l  u n i t y  a s  t h e i r  s u b s t r a t u m ,  d i s a p p e a r  t o g e t h e r
w i t h  r t . a o

T h i s  d e n i a l  o f  a n  o p p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  b o d y  a n d  s o u l  i s  a n

i n s t a n c e  o f  A r i s t o l l e ' s  g e n e r a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c o n t r a r i e t y l '

H i s  a n a l y s i s  t h r o u g h o u t  i s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  s p e c i f i c  o p p o s i t i o n

t o  a l I  t h o s e  c o s m o f o g i c a l -  t h e o r i e s  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  P r e s o c r a t i c s

a n d  P I a L o ,  h y p o s t a t i z e  a  p a r r  o f  c o n t r a r i e s  ( r a r e f a c t i o n

a n d  c o n d e n s a t i o n ,  I o v e  a n d  s t r i f e ,  I i f e  a n d  d e a t h )  a s  p r i o r

t o  p r i - m a r y  s u b s t a n c e .  T h u s  P f a t o ' s  c a s e  f o r  r e i n c a r n a t i o n

in  t he  Phaedo  res t s  upon  t he  un i ve r sa l ,  a l t e rna t i on  o f  oppo -

c  i  i  a q .  o n n d  : n d  o r z i  I  i  r r < t  :  n r l  r r n i r r c t  T h  r  I  I - F t s -  i r c e s '

t h e r e  i s  a n  a l t e r n a t i o n :  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  g r e a t e r  d o e s

s o  a f t e r  b e i n g  l e s s ,  a n d  c o n v e r s e l y :  t h e r e  i s  p e r e n n i a l  i n -

c r e a s e  a n d  d i m i n u t i o n .  L i f e  a n d  d e a t h  a r e  r e l a t e d  a l s o  a s

o p p o s i t e s :  t h e  t w o  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r  a s  w a k i n g

i s  f r o r n  s f e e p i n g ,  a n d  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e  d e a d  e x i s t  b e f o r e

a n d  a f t e r  t h e i r  j n c a r n a t i o n  i n  t h e  I i v i n g .  A r i s t o t l e ' s  a p -

p r o a c h  i s  o n t o l o g i c a l :  i L  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a l  t o  p r e - e x i s t e n t

c o s m o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b u t  s e e k s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h o w

c o n c r e L e  t h i n g s  c a m e  L o  b e .  H i s  ' c o n t r a r i e t y '  i s  n o t  a  f u n d a -

m e n t a l  d u a l i s m ,  i n  w h i c h  o p p o s i t e s  g e n e r a L e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b u t

a  b a s i s  f o r  d i s c e r n i n g  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  b e t w e e n  w h i c h  a l l -

n : n  h a  , , h , - l 6 r c + ^ ^ / l  5 c  d m a - ^ i h ^  r -  6 t , 6 r r ,  € , r r f i - f m e n t
I  ! u r r r

o f  t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a  s u b s t a n c e ,

a  \ , : r i a f v  n f  ^ ^ c c i h j  I  i  t i c s  e o n \ / A r o e :  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e S  d e l i m i t

t he  g rounds  upon  wh i ch  unde rs tand ing  o f  t ha t  p rocess  i s  g rounded .

T h e s e  e x t r e m j t i e s  h a v e  n o  i m p o r t  f o r  a n y  i m p l i c i t  d u a l i s m ;

t h e y  a r e  t h e  f o c i  o f  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e m e r g e n c e .  T h u s

A r i s t o t l e ' s  d e n i a l  o f  a  b o d y - s o u l  d i c h o t o m y  a f f i r m s  t h a t

h n f h  :  r c  n r i  n c  i  n l e q  n f  r r n d o r c l . : n d  i  n n  a o n o r  i  n  f r r  i  f c  n €  -P r f i r !  r y r L J  _ ,  _ -  , -  J r g a n _

j sms  i n  deve lopmen t ,  and  no t  t e rm ln i  be tween  wh i ch  oppos i t l on

a n d  t r a n s i t i o n  o c c u r s .
' C o m i n g - t o -  k n o w '  i s  a n  i n s t a n c e  o f  a  p r o c e s s  c o m p r e h e n -

s i b l e  a s  a d j u s t m e n L  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  b e t w e e n  c o n t r a r y  p o I e s l z T h u s

s e n s i n g  i s  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  t h e  s e n s i n g  o r g a n  t h r o u g h  w h i c h
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i t  ac tua l i zes  i n  i t se l f  t he  con f i gu ra t i on  o f  t he  sens ib l e

ob jec t s .  Sensa t i on  i s  a  coo rd i na ted  and  con t i nuous  p rocess ,

in which the structure of  an external  object  is  inceived

by the sensory organ.  EquaIIy,  acts of  understanding are

developments wi th in the subject :  the sensed conf igurat lon

of  the external  wor ld const i tutes the image wi th in which

un i ve rsa l  no t i ons  can  be  g rasped .q3  Thus  cogn i t i on  i s  no t

a  sudden  i n t u i t i on  J r  anamnes i s l  i t  i s  one  more  i ns tance

of the development of  opposi t ional  funct ions,  in the progres-

s i ve  ac tua f i za t i on  i n  senso ry  and  i n t e l l i gen t  consc iousness

o f  t he  con f i gu ra t i ons  o f  t he  sensed  ob jec t .  SouL i s  na tu ra l l y

at  home in the body,  and understanding is  achieved not  by

departure f rom the body,  but  by the capaci ty of  sensing and

unde rs tand ing  t o  i n t ususcep t  t he  f ea tu res  and  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y

o f  t h i ngs  a round  us .  l { e  have ,  i n  po ten t i a l ,  a  conco rdance

between our orrn sensing and inte l l igence,  and the ent i re

wo r l d  o f  expe r i ence .

IV

I t  i s  c l ea r  t ha t ,  i n  f r ee ing  cogn i t i ona l  t heo ry  f r om

the  cosmo log i ca l  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  t he  l os t - sou l  my th ,  A r i s t o t l e

reor iented the quest ions of  essence and existence.  The power

o f  t he  human  i n te l l ec t  t ha t  i s  nous  i s  non -ex i s t en t  be fo re

i t  is  set  in operat ion by the conf i -gurat ion of  the sensed

wor l d .qq  I t s  capac i - t y  i s  no t  p re - s t r uc tu red  by  t r u ths  ga ined

in  p rev i ous  ex i s t ence .  A r i s t o t l - e ' s  bas i c  t hes i s  o f  t he  ob jec -

t ive real i ty  of  that  whj-ch is  known by sensj ,ng and under-

standing impl ies our capaci ty to know John and PauI as separ-

a te  ex i s t en t s .  The  re j ec t i on  o f  t r ansm ig ra t i on  i s  essen t i a f

t o  such  rea l i sm ,  as  Randa l l  obse rves :

1  2 5

If nous r,rere in any way consti tut ive,
a d-ef inite and determinate structure of i ts
men wou ld  no t  t ransparent ly  tsee '  and rknow'

i f  i t  had
own ,  then
wha t  iS ,

w i t hou t  d i s t o r t i on .qs

Is the tension between the Pl-atonic pr ior i ty  of  essences

and  t he  A r i s t o te l i an  ana l ys i s  o f  ex i s t en t s  t o  be  cons ide red

as s imply conseguent upon their  respect ive t reatments of

contrar iety and thus of  evi l? Are $te suggest ing that  a her-

meneut ic of  the myths should take the place of  systemat ic

ph i l osophy?  R i coeu r  i s  h imse l f  unab le  t o  f u l f i 1  such  a  p ro -

j ec t . as  Bu t  t ha t  i s  no t  ou r  i n t en t i on .  Ra the r ,  we  wou ld  a f f i rm

that  that  issue hangs upon the ef fect ive recogni t ion of  acts

o f  unde rs tand ing  a t  t he  hea r t  o f  A r i s t o t l e ' s  cogn i t i ona l  t heo ry .
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A r i s t o t l e  d i I f e r e n t i a t e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  S o c r a t i c  q u e s t i o n ,

W h a t  i s  i t ?  i n t o  t w o  i n t e r l o c k i n g  t y p e s  o f  i s s u e ,  t h e  I i r s t

e m p i r i c a l  - -  t s  t h e r e  a n  X ?  - -  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  r e q u i r r n g  c a u s e s

o r  r e a s o n s :  W h a t  i s  a n  X ?  W h y  i s  X  a  Y ?  T h a t  b o t h  t h e  l a t t e r

c , , - c l -  i ^ n q  a r o  ^ n n  i  . . a f e n t  i s  m a  i  n t a  j n e d  h v  A r  i  q f n f l t r .
v l  . r !  f  J  L v r r u  .

T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r h i n g  I s c .  W h a t  i s  a n  X ? ]  a n d  L h e  r e a s o n
o f  t h e  f a c t  I s c .  W h y  i s  X  a  Y ? ]  a r e  i d e n t i c a l :  t h e  q u e s -
t i o n ,  " w h a L  i s  a n  e c l i p s e ? "  a n d  i t s  a n s w e r ,  " T h e  p r i v a t i o n
o f  t h e  m o o n ' s  - I i g h t  b y  L h e  i n t e r p o s i t . i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h "
a r e  i d e n t i c a l  w l t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " W h a t  i s  t h e  r e a s o n
o f  t h e  e c l i p s e ? "  o r ,  " w h y  d o e s  L h e  m o o n  s u f f e r  e c l i p s e ? " ,
a n d  L h e  r e p l y ,  " B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  l i q h t  t h r o u g h
t h e  e a r L h ' s  s h u c t . i n q  i t  o u t . q '

l l ^ u r o \ / a r  l . ^ n o r n ^ n  - ^ t . a .  n r r f  i h i e  n n l r r  r r i- - - - - -  ) d r L  I J O f  n L S  O U L ,  L i l ^ -  - * - S e S  a

f , , r r h a r  n , r o c # i n n  r  r  - r . . - . . -  * ^ ^ - i b l e  t o  r e c a s t  " W h a t  i s

X ? "  i n t o  " W h y  Y  i s  X ? " ?  F o r  e c l i p s e s ,  o r  t h e  h a r m o n y  o f  t w o

n o t e s ,  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  j s  o b v i o u s .  B u t  w h a t  i s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t

o f  " W h a t  i s  a  m a n ? " ,  o r  " w h a t  i s  a  h o u s e ? " ?  T h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t

a L  w h i c h  A r i s t o t l e  a c k n o w l e d g e s  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  s e n s e d  i m a g e s

o f  s e n s i b l e  d a i a ,  a L  L h e  h e a r t  o f  t h a t  p r o c e s s  o f  c o m i n g - t o -

i d e n t r t y  w i L h  t h e  k n o w n  w h o s e  s t r u c t u r e  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  o u L -
I  i  - a n  T m 1 ^ i n ^  H ^ i n o  o n  t h c  m o o n  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  e c . l  i n s e -s r r  r  P J U  ,

he  sugges t s .  Then  we  shou ld  no t  need  t o  ask  abou t  e i t he r  t he

f a c t  o r  t h e  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  e c J i p s e :  o u t  o f  t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n

o f  t h e  s u i t a b l e  i m a g e s ,  w e  s h o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  g r a s p  t h e  u n i v e r -
q a  I  r o a q ^ n  u r h r z  o n l  i  n c a q  n . r d ^ i  n ^  f h a  iv r q , v f : , Y  , s  n o t

a n  i m m e d i a t e  v i s i o n  o r  i n t u i t i o n :  i t  o c c u r s  w h e n  t h e  d a t a

a r e  r - n  s u i t a b l e  c o n s t e l f a t i o n :  j u s t  a s  w e  s e e  t h e  p o i n t  o f
:  a a a m o f r i a : l  f h ^ ^ r e m  w h e n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n -

s e r t e d  i n  t h e  I i g u r e . a 8

P u r s u l n g  t h e  i s s u e ,  " I s  t h e r e  a  q u e s t i o n  e q u i v a l e n r  r o
' w h a t  i s  a  m a n ? '  o r  ' W h a t  i s  a  h o u s e ? " ' ,  L o n e r g a n  f i n d s  t h e

e  I  t t o  i  n  j - h p  n c r r c h n  I  n n  i  n :  I  f r a f  a f  i  n f a l  I  i  a a n l  i  n a  i  n h + -' r r r y , , L r  i n t o

s e n s i b l e  i m a g e s . ' o  F o r  t h e  c a u s e ,  t h e  " w h y  X  i s  a  y " ,  i s  i t s e l - f

t h e  u n i v e r s a l -  r e a s o n  w h i c h  i s  g r a s p e d  i n  a n  a c t  o f  i n s i g h t .

S u c h  i s  t - h e  a c L  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  r n  w h i c h  w e  d i s c e r n  i n  s e n s e d

d a t a  - -  l i m b s ,  f a c e ,  s p e e c h ,  l a n g u a g e  - -  a  u n i f y i n g  r n e a n t n g ,

e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  d e c f a r a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  b o d y  i s  h u n a n .  T h e

a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t r o n ,  " W h y  i s  t h i s  b o d y  h u m a n ? "  c a n  t h e n

b e  g i v e n :  b e c a u s e  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  l i f e  i s  b r o u g h t  t o  a c t u a l i t y

b y  s o u l  a s  i t s  s p e c l f y i n g  p r r n c i p l e . s 0  T h u s  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n

o f  s o u l  a s  t h e  " i n t e l l i g i b l e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u n c t t o n s

a n d  a c t i v i t j e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s m "  i s  n o L  g r o u n d e d  i n  a n y  a n t e r i o r

r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m y t h  o f  t h e  f o s t  s o u J - ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  m a d e
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possible through the occurrence of an act of insight in the

i n q u i r e r ' s  m i n d .

Th is  v iew w i l l  appear  c i rcu la r ,  o r  worse ,  to  the  sub jec t

in whom there 1s no conscious acknowledgement of acts of insight.

Lonergan's argument openly acknowledges this: i ts truth depends

not on the comparison of concepts, but on the explorat ion

of  one 's  own mind l  as  w i th  August ine ,  the  mind 's  own se l f -

knowledge is  bas ic .s r  r f  th j . s  se l f -knowledge is  made the  corner -

s tone o f  in te rpre ta t ion ,  however ,  the  issues  can be  conc ise ly

s ta ted :

For the PLatonist,  kno\"r ing is primari ly a confrontat ion:
i t  supposes the duali ty of knower and known, .  which
appears  in  P la to 's  in fe rence tha t  because we know ideas ,
there fore  ideas  subs is t .

For the Aristotel ian, on the other hand, confrontat ion
is  secondary .  Pr imar i l y  and essent ia l l y  knowing is  per fec-
t ion ,  ac t ,  i -dent i t y .  For  the  in te l lec tua l i s t ,  obv ious ly ,
i t  i s  imposs ib le  to  confuse the  Ar is to te l ian  fo rm wi th
the  P la ton ic  idea.  Form is  the  ous ia  tha t  i s  no t  a  un iver -
sa l ,  bu t  a  cause o f  be ing .

On the cognit ional side, form is known in knowing the
ans$rer to the question, Why are the sensible data to
be conceived as one thing, of a man, of a house? But
knowing \dhy and knowing the cause are descript ions of
the  ac t  o f  unders tand ing  .  .  . .  Ar is to t le  rep laced myth i -
ca I  P la ton ic  anamnes is  by  psycho log ica l  fac t ,  and,  to
descr j -be  the  psycho log ica l  fac t ,  e l im ina ted  the  subs is ten t
ideas  to  in t roduce fo rmal  causes  in  mater ia l  th inqs .s2

V

If  nov,  r^re return to the contrast  between the Socrat ic /

P la ton i c  app roach  t o  e th i cs  and  t he  A r i s t o te l i an ,  r r e  f i nd

tha t  t he  psycho logy  o f  i n t e l l i gence  i n  ac t i on  i s  cen t raL to

A r i s t o t l e ' s  r e fo rnu la t i on .  The  f o r ce  o f  P la to ' s  conce rn  i s

t he  need  f o r  i dea l  r e fe rence ,  i n  t he  f ace  o f  t he  i nab i l i t y

o f  t r ad i - t i ona l  be l i e f s  t o  mee t  t he  cha l l enge  o f  scep t l c i sm

and  re l a t i v i sm .  I t  i s  t he  ve ry  u rgency  o f  t h i s  conce rn  t ha t

underLies his t reatment of  knowledge of  the good as pr imar i ly

a confrontat i ,on.

The  f i naL th i ng  t o  be  pe rce i ved  i n  t he  j - n t e l L i g i b ]e  r ea lm ,
and  pe rce i ved  on l y  w i t h  d i f f i cu l t y ,  i s  t he  abso lu te  f o rm
of Good; once seen, i . t  is  lnferred to be responsible
for  everyth ing r ight  and good, producing in the v is ib le
realm l ight ,  and the source of  l ight  and being,  in the
in te l l i g i b l e  r ea lm  i t se l f ,  one  sou rce  o f  r ea l i t y  and
intel l igence.  And anyone who is going t_o act  rat ional ly
i n  pub l i c  o r  i n  p r i va te  mus t  pe rce i ve  i t . " r

I t  is  in th is consciousness of  the good that  man achieves

1  2 7
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s e i f - t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  a n d  t h u s  h i s  d i s t i n c t n e s s  f r o n  t h e  r e a l m s

o f  c v c l i c a  I  n a l u r a  I  n r n c e q q  : n d  s o e i a l  - r e f a t i v i S m ,  I n S o f a rL  I  u ! ! L u r

a s  t h e  b u l k  o t  t h e  p o p u . l a t i o n  I a c k s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c  t r a i n i n g

t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  P l a t o  c o n c e r n e d  h i m s e f f

i  n . r e A s i n o  r  v  w i  t  h  t h p  r r q e  n f  m v t h  f o  r e o r i e n t  t h e i r  a f f e c t r o n s. | r L ! u q J  J r  
Y  

4 l

a n d  l m a g i n a t i o n  b e y o n d  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  h o r i z o n  t o  t h e  a b s o f u t e -

n e s s  o f  r e a s o n  a n d  t h e  g o o d .

A r i s t o L L e  w a s  a s  p e r s u a d e d  a s  P l a L o  t h a t  r i g h L  a c t i o n

needs  t o  be  g rounded  i n  un i ve r sa l  ends .  He  conc luded  t ha t

t h e s e  e n d s  c d n n o t  b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  e m p i r , i c a l  s t u d y  o f  p r e v a i l i n g

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o r e s .  B u t  A r i s t o t l e ' s  a t t e n t i o n

w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  l o c a t i n g  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r a t i o n a l

o r d e r i n o  o f  c o n c l u c t  w i t h i  n  f h e  n s v e h o l  n o v  n f  1 - h a  n c r c n n  6 ; j -v l u s  !  r  L r Y  u !  Y J J  l r r v i v Y  f

e n t e d  t o  t h e  g o o d .  A s  A n L o n  c o m m e n t s '

P l a t o ' s  e r r o r  i s  n o t  i n  w h a t  h e  t r u s t e d ;  i t  l - i e s  i n  w h a t
h c  n e o l e e t e c l  f o  d o .  I L  w a s  A r i s t o L I e  t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t ,
f h c  n h i  I  o s o n n o .  q r  i  j - h o r ' i  A  q n A . r r  I  : l -  i  . r a  c o q m n l  n c " ,  a n d

t / r '  
r  r v J v Y - : q ,  u  J Y L ! g  v v r t t t v l v Y ]  I

t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  w r t h o u t  t h e  s l e e p l e s s  z e a l  o f  t h e
p a L r i o t  a n d  s o c j a l  r e f o r m e r ,  w h o  b r o u g h t  t h e  P l a t o n i c
t r a d i t i o n  i n  e t h i c s  t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  c o n c l u s i o n .  W i t h  P l a t o
h e  a g r e e d  t h a t  e t h i c s  r e q u i r e d  r e a s o n  f o r  i t s  a u t o n o m y
a n d  s o e  i  e t  v  f o r  i  f q  c n n f e x l  o F  n r ^ e t  i  e c -  i r r r t  r a ^ s o n  i t s e l  fJ  r L  

/  
r

h a d  a  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y . "

T h u s ,  t h o u g h  A r i s t o t f e  c o n c u r s  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  o f  r e a s o n  i s

L h e  L r u e  g o a l  o f  n a n ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e a s o n  h a s  a  h i s t o r y .  A s

i n t e l l e c t  g r a d u a l l y  e m e r g e s  i n  L h e  ] i f e  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,

d e l i b e r a t i o n  b e g i n s  L o  e s t a b l i s h  h a b i t s  o f  p r e f e r e n c e  a n d

a c t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  s u c h  a s  t o  c n a b L e  L h e  p e r s o n  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e

t h e  a p p e t i t e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  f a c u l t i e s  a n d  a c h i e v e  a  l i f e  o f

r e a s o n .  T h u s  L h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d

- - '  r " - r  - ^ - l  i c a t i o n  o f  i  n L e l f e c t  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  r e s o l v -9 r o u u o r  o P y l

l n g  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  d e s i r e s :

T h e  o r i g i n  o f  a c t i o n  i t s  e f f i c i e n t ,  n o t  i t s  f i n a l
c a u s e  i s  c h o i c e ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  c h o i c e  i s  d e s i r e  a n d
r e a s o n i n g  w i t h  a  v j e w  t o  a n  e n d .  T h i s  l s  w h y  c h o i c e  c a n n o t
e x i s t  e i t h e r  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n  a n d  i n t e l l e c t  o r  w i t h o u t
a  m o r a l  s t a t e ;  f o r  g o o d  a c t i o n  a n d  j - t s  o p p o s i L e  c a n n o t
e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  i n t e l - f e c t  a n d  c h a r a c t e r .
I n t e l l c c t  i t s e l f ,  h o r r e v e r ,  m o v e s  n o t h i n g ,  b u t  o n l y  t h e
i n L e l l c c L  w h i c h  a i n s  a t  a n  e n d  a n d  i s  p r a c t i c a l ;  f o r
L h i s  r u l e s  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  i n L e l l e c t  a s  w e l l ,  s i n c e  e v e r y -
o n e  w h o  m a k e s  m a k e s  f o r  a n  e n d  .  .  . . "

T h u s ,  w h e r e a s  A r r s t o t l e  c o n c u r s  w i t h  P l a t o  i n  a s c r i b i n g  t o

s e l f - t r a n s c e n d i n g  r e a s o n  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a I l  t r u e  m o r a l -  o r i e n t a -

t r o n ,  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  a n a l y s i s  o f

t  h a  c i -  r r r n a  I  o  t  n  : e h  r  o r r e  f h : 1 .  o n :  l

Wi th  t hose  who  i den t i f y  happ iness  w i , t h  v i - r t ue  o r  some
o n e  v i r t u e  o u r  a c c o u n t  i s  i n  h a r m o n y ;  f o r  t o  v i r t u e b e l o n g s
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v i r t uous  ac t i v i t y .  Bu t  i t  makes ,  pe rhaps ,  no  sma l l  d i f f e r -
ence  whe the r  we  p l ace  t he  ch ie f  good  i n  possess ion  o r
i n  use ,  i n  s t a te  o f  m ind  o r  i n  ac t i v i t y .  Fo r  t he  s ta te
o f  m ind  may  ex i s t  w i t hou t  p roduc ing  any  g tood  resu l t

. I b u t 1  o n e  w h o  h a s  t h e  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  o f  n e c e s s i t y
be  ac t i ng ,  and  ac t i ng  we l l . s6

H i s  ana l ys i s  i s  no t  dua f i s t i c ;  a l t hough  v i r t ue  has  t o  seek

the mean bet \ , /een excess and pr ivat ion,  rashness and cowardice,

anx ie t y  and  ca re l essness ,  ye t  r i gh t  ac t i on  i s  no t  a  compro rn i se

be tween  ex t remes .  Ra the r ,  i t  i s  t he  reasoned  d i sce rnmen t

o f  t he  bes t  r esponse  t o  t he  poss ib i l i t i e s  o f  ac t i on .

V i r t ue  t hen  i s  a  s t a te  o f  cha rac te r  conce rned  w i t h  cho i ce ,
I y i n q  i n  a  m e a n ,  i . e . ,  t h e  n e a n  r e l a t i v e  t o  u s ,  t h i s
be ing  de te rm ined  by  a  r a t i ona l  p r i nc i p l e ,  and  by  t ha t
p r i nc i p l e  by__wh j - ch  t he  man  o f  p rac t i ca l  w i sdom wou ld
de te rm ine  i t . "

Cons tan t  v i g i l ance  o f  j - n t e l l ec t  i s  needed  t o  sus ta i n  pu rsu i t

o f  t he  mean l  t he  good  pe rson ' s  gua l i t i e s  a re  no t  f i xed  po in t s ,

o the rw i se  he  wou ld  be  a  mo ra l  dogma t i s t .  Ra the r ,  h i s  dec i s i ons

pay  due  a t t en t i on  t o  a1 f  t he  pa r t i cu l a r  f ea tu res  o f  a  s i t ua -

t i on ,  seek ing  t o  d i sce rn  t he  good  w i t h i n  an  unde rs tand ing

o f  t he  t r u th  o f  t he  s i - t ua t i on ,  and  t o  r es i s t  t he  i r r a t i ona l ,

ca l l  o f  t he  appe t i t es .

Sens i t i ve  imag ina t i on  l s  f ound  i n  o the r  an ima l s  .  .  .
bu t  t he  de f i be ra t i ve  on l y  i n  r a t i ona l  be ings .  Fo r  t o
de l i be ra te  whe the r  t o  do  t h i s  o r  t ha t  i s  t he  wo rk  o f
r eason ;  .  and  t h i s  i s  why  t he  i r r a t i ona l  an ima l s
a re  t hough t  no t  t o  have  op in i ons ;  t hey  J -ack  t ha t  wh i ch
de r i ves  f r om reason ing ;  wh i ch ,  i ndeed ,  i nvo l ves  op in i on .
Fo r  t h i s  r eason ,  appe t i t e  i s  w i t hou t  de l i be ra t i on .

Fo r  we  p ra i se  t he  ra t i ona l  p r i nc i p l e  o f  t he  con t i nen t
man and of  the incont inent ,  and the part  of  thej- r  soul-
t ha t  has  such  a  p r i nc i p l e ,  s i nce  i t  u rges  t hem a r i gh t ,
and  t owa rds  t he  bes t  ob jec t s ;  bu t  t he re  i s  f ound  i n
them also another e. l -ement natural ly  opposed to the ra-
t i ona l  p r i nc i p l e ,  wh i ch  f i gh t s  aga ins t  and  res i s t s  t ha t
^ - i - ^ i ^ r ^ 5 8
P !  r r r u r P r E .

We have  seen  how  A r i s t o t l e ' s  cogn i t i ona l  t heo ry  r es t s  on

the  rep lacemen t  o f  t he  so te r i o l og j - ca l  assump t i ons  o f  anamnes i s

w i t h  a  se l f - a t t en t i ve  accoun t  o f  t he  psycho logy  o f  i ns i ghL ;

he accounts for  knowledge not  by contact  or  confrontat ion,
-bu t  

f r om  the  ope ra t i ons  o f  i n t e l l i gence  w i t h i n  us .  Egua l l y ,

t he  reason  why  we  d i sce rn  t he  good  i s  w i t h i n  us :

P rac t i caLw i - sdom then  mus t  be  a  r easoned  and  t r ue  s ta te
of  a capaci ty to act  wi th regard to human goods.se

Newman ' s  accoun t  i s  ap t :

An  e th i ca l  s ys tem may  supp l y  1aws ,  qene ra l  r u l es ,  gu id i ng
p r i nc i p l es  .  .  .  bu t  who  i s  t o  app l y  t hem to  a  pa r t i cu l a r
case?  wh i t he r  can  we  go ,  excep t  t o  t he  l i v i ng  i n t e l l ec t ,

'  ou r  own ,  o r  ano the r r s?  The  au tho r i t a t i ve  o rac l e ,  wh i ch
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i s  t o  d e c i d e  o u r  p a t h ,  i s  s o m e L h i n g  r l o r e  s e a r c h i n g  a n d
m a n i i o l d  L h a n  s r c h  j e j u n c  n o t i o n s  a s  t r e a t i s e s  c a n  g i v e ,
w h i c h  a r c  m o s L  d i s t i n c t  a n d  c l e a r  w h e n  w e  l e a s t  n e e d
t h e m .  I t  r s  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  r n l n d  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  w h o
i s  t h u s  h i s  o w n  l a r r ,  h i s  o w n  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  h i s  o w n  j u d g e
i n  t h o s e  s p e c i a l  c a s e s  o f  d u t y  t h a t  a r e  p e r s o n a l  t o
h i m . ' "

O n c c  t h e  a c t i v i L y  o f  r e f l e c t i v e  i n t e l - l i E e n c e  i s  d i s t i n g u r s h e d ,

t h e  i a s k  o f  : r o l  i  I  i  e : l  r r h - '  l n q n n h v  f o l l o w s  a S  t h e  a n a l v s  i  s

o f  t h e  v e r y  e n v i r o n : r e n L  t h a t  a I I o w s  n r a n  L o  e n g a g e  h i s  j n L e l l i -

L r . r e e  - 1 s  a  , l e t r - t i n e t o  A . f  r  \ z i t v  T h o  n r r l  i  t  i c a l  I  i  f e  i  g  t h e

p r o p c r  c o n i c x t  i o r  a l l -  h i s  e t h i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  e a c h  c i t i z e n ,
' r . 1 . - r - , '  i  n l  h i  c  i  n i r : l  I  i  r ,  o n r o  i  r i - r r  r r l : ' , -  d  i  q e F r r , s  o n l o r f l r n i t i e s

i o r  c o o p e r a i i o n  a n d  i n j c i a t r v e  f o r  t h e  u , o o d  o f  a I l . 6 r

w h y  d o e s  V o c g e l i n  s o  r e s i s t  L h i s  p r o i e c t  o i  b r i n E i n g

i n t c  c o n s c i o r r s  r c f l e c t i o n  a n d  a s s i g n i n q  s y m b o f s  t o  t h e  p s y c h o -

l o g i c a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  f i f e  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  o r d e r  i t s e l - f

t  o  f h e  o o o d "  W h v  d o e s  h e  a c c u S e  A r i s L o L l e  o f  r e d u c i n o  f h e

P l a t o n i c  e r o s  L o w a r d s  t h e  a q a t h o n  t o  " d e l i g h t  i n  c o g n i t i v e

a c t i o n  f o r  i t s  o w n  s a k e ? " 5 2  W h y  d o e s  h e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  A r i - s -

t o t l e ' s  v / h o l e  o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  a  r e l a p s e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n

^  f  F ^ r  p l  :  I  a  f  r a :  I  i  n a  h  r  q  c r r m h n  I  q  :  q  i  f  i - h a r r  ^ ^ n ^ 6 ^ +  c
v v r r e L P L J

r e f e r r i n E  t o  a  d a L u n  o f  s e n s e - e x p e r  i  e n c e  ? b  
' C o u I d  

i  t  b e  t h a t  ,

i n  s h a r i n g  P i a t o ' s  p r . i m a r y  c o n c e r n  t o  e x p l - i c a t e  t h e  L r u t h

o f  r n a n ' s  o r d e r  L o  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t ,  V o e g e l i n  h a s  e r r c d  s i m i -
r  -  - r  , ,  n ^ r  i  -  , . , L  r +  h a  t -  r r r q f  q  l r , r f  j  n  \ ^ r h  r f  h ^  I  ^ - , , ^ -  , , h  , ^ -  I  \ , ? 6 dr d  r  f  y  r  u r r d r r d f  I  a L u

f h a  r n n r r r r  i  n ' r  n r r e l  o  n f  ^ ^ +  e  a  F  , , n d a r c t ^ n d  i  n d  : n . l  r  i  a h +r  r Y r r  L

j u d g m e n L  i n  r v h i c h  t h e  s o u l  e x e r c i s e s  j L s  v i g i l a n c e ,  t h u s

I  i  r r i  n o  n r r i  i  I  q  ^ n A n n e s q  f o w a  r d q  f h c  r r o 6 j l

A i -  i  i -  c  r ^ ^ f  i  h  i  c  i  c  r  n r r a c f  i  n n  a f  u r h o l - h o r  f h o_ . . ,  _ , . F ' - I e n c e

o f  n a r f i e i n a t  i o n  i n  t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l  i  f v  c a n  h e  r r n d c l g l 6 q 6 t

w i t h o u t  t r e a L i n g  i L s  e l e m e n t s  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  i d e n t i f i a b l e

e n t i t i e s  w i t h i n  i m m a n e n t  e x p e r j - e n c e .  T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  V o e g e l i n ' s

a u t o b i o g r a p i r i c a l  i n a n u s c r i p t  r e v e a l s  t h e  d c p t h  o f  h i s  a t t r a c t i o n

to  t he  t hou . ; h t  o f  W i l l i an r  Ja l nes ,  and  t he  ex ten t  t o  wh i ch
L  ^ L - * ^ ^  d  i  s d :  i  n  F n r  I  q r r q i o m q  I  i  n  n h i  1  n c a n h r r  f h au a l r r s s  -  v r r r r v r v y r r  y

d i s p a r a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  ' t h i n n e s s '  o f  ' v i c j - o u s  i n t e l f e c t u a l l s m '  ,

a n d  t h e  c o r r e l a t i v e  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  ' t h t c k n e s s '  o f  t h e

w h o l e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  t h e  i n d i s p e n s a b l - e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  p h i l o -

s o p h i z l n g . 6 a  P e r h a p s  t h e n  w e  s h o u l d  d e t e c t  J a m e s i a n  o v e r t o n e s

i n  V o e g e J - r n ' s  e s t i m a t e  t h a t

t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  P l a t o  e x p r e s s e d  i n
h i s  m y t h  i s  i n  A r i s t o t l - e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f
G o d  a s  t h e  u n m o v e d  m o v e r ,  a s  t h e  n o e s i s  n o e s e o s ,  t h e
t h i n k e r  o n  t h i n k i n q . 6 5  

-
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If  on the other hand $re take the psychology of  Ar istot le

t o  be ,  no t  a  r ep resen ta t i ve  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i on  wh i ch  i s  de fo rmed

by  hypos ta t j - z i ng  one  o f  i t s  po les ,  bu t  as  a  f u l l e r  d i f f e ren -

t i a t i on  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i ng  consc j - ousness ,  t hen  l r e  a re  ab fe

to  a f f i rm  knov r i ng  t o  be ,  no t  con f ron ta t i on ,  bu t  i den t i t y

in act i6 The \ , iay is  then open to extrapolate as Lonergan

does  f r om i ns i gh t s  i n t o  images ,  t o  pos i t  no t  a  t h i nk i ng  t h i nke r

bu t  a  pu re  unde rs tand ing  i n  whom essence  and  ex i s t ence  a re

i den t i ca l .  The  way  i s  a l so  open  f o r  t he  po l i t i ca l  ph i l osophe r

to  g rasp  t he  d i s t i nc tness  o f  ex i s t ence  o f  pe rsons  and  commun i -

t i es ,  and  t o  unde rs tand  Lhe  ex ten t  t o  wh i ch  t hey  a re  ach iev i ng '

t h rough  i n t e l - l ec tua l  de l i - be ra t i on ,  t he i r  t r ue  goa l  i n  acknow-

ledging the sovereignty of  the good.
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EDUCATION FOR COSMOPOLIS

Robe r t  M .  Do ran

R e g i s  C o l l e g e

Th i s  pape r  i s  a  g rea t l y  r ev i sed  ve rs i on  o f  a  l ec tu re

tha t  I  de l i ve red  f i r s t  a t  Loyo la  Un i ve rs i t y  i n  New  Or1eans

in  1978  and  t hen  a t  t he  i 9 ' 79  Lone rgan  Workshop  a t  Bos ton

Co l I eqe .  The  rev i s . i on  de r i ves  f r om subsequen t  and  f uL le r

re f l ec t i on  on  t he  s i t ua t i ons  add ressed  and  evoked  by  a  con tem_
po ra ry  Ch r i s t i an  sys tema t i c  t heo logy .  A  summary  o f  t he  resu f t s

o f  t h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a p e r .

I t  i s  f o l l owed  by  a  desc r i p t i on  o f  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  i n t e l L i _
gen t ,  r a t i ona l ,  and  ex i s t en t i a l -  consc iousness  t ha t  wou ld

be  requ j " r ed  t o  mee t  t h i s  s i t ua t i on .  Then  t he  p l aus ib i l i t y

c r i s i s  o f  t he  con tempo ra ry  academy  i s  d i scussed  i n  t he  I i gh t

o f  t he  educa t i ona l  i dea l - s  p roposed  i n  t he  p reced ing  sec t i on .
The  pape r  conc ludes  w i t h  a  p roposa l  f o r  a  f ou r - yea r  I i be ra l
cu r r i cu l um o r i en ted  t o  t he  deve lopmen t  needed  t o  mee t  t he
s i t ua t i on .  Th j - s  f i na l  sec t i on  may  se rve  more  e i t he r  as  a
regu la t i ve  i dea l  o r  as  t he  s ta r t i ng -po in t  f o r  a  d i scuss ron

than  as  a  se t  o f  p rac t i ca l  p resc r i p t i ons  t ha t  cou ld  r ead i l v
be  impJ .emen ted  j us t  as  t hey  s tand .

T h e S i t u a t i o n

In  t he  second  chap te r  o f  Me thod  j . n  Theo loqv ,  Lone rgan
o f f e r s  us  a  h i e ra r chy  o f  va l ues  whose  ascend ing  o rde r ,  i t
seems ,  i - s  de te rm i -ned  by  t he  deg ree  o f  se f f _ t r anscendence

to  wh i ch  we  a re  ca r r i ed  a t  each  1eve l .

.  W e  m a y  d i s t i n g u i s h  v i t a 1 ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a J - r  p € r _
sonaJ - ,  and  re l j - g i ous  va fues  i n  an  ascend ing  o rde r .  V i t a l -
va l ues ,  such  as  hea l t h  and  s t r eng th ,  g ra te  and  v i go r ,
no rma l l y  a re  p re fe r red  t o  avo id i ng  t he  wo rk ,  p r i va t r ons ,
p a i n s  i n v o l v e d  

_  i n  a c q u r r i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g ,  r e s t o r i n g
them.  Soc ia l  va l ues ,  such  as  t he  good  o f  o rde r  wh i ch
cond i t r - ons  t he  v i t a l  va fues  o f  t he  who le  commun i t y ,
have  t o  be  p re fe r red  t o  t he  v i t a l  va_ Iues  o f  i nd i v i dua l
members  o f  t he  commun i t y .  Cu l t u ra l  va l ues  do  no t  ex i s t
w i t hou t  t he  u -nde rp inn ing  o f  v i t a l  and  soc ia l  va l ues ,
bu t  none  t he  l ess  t hey  rank  h i ghe r .  No t  on  b read  a l one
do th  man  l i ve .  Ove r  and  above  mere  l i v i ng  and  ope ra t i ng ,
m e n  h a v e  t o  f i n d  a  m e a n i n g  a n d  v a l u e  i n  t h e i r  I i r r i n r
: n . l  ^ n 6 r r r i h ^  r f  i ^  + L ^  . . . - i - .  . -  

- -  
. - - - - - ; .  

1 4 v - ^ r Y
u r r u  v 1 , e r a L ' r y .  I t  1 s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  c u . I t u r e  t o  d i s c o v e r ,
e x p r e s s ,  v a J - i d a t e ,  c r i t i c i z e ,  c o r r e c t ,  d e v e l o p ,  i m p r o v e
such  mean ing  and  va1ue .  pe rsona l  va l ue  i s  i f r e  pe rson
i n  h i s  s e l - f - t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  a s  l o v i n g  a n d  b e i n g  i o v e d ,
a s  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  v a l u e s  i n  h i m s e l f  a n d  i n  h i s  m i l i e u ,
as  an  i nsp i r a t . i on  and  i nv i t a t i on  t o  o the rs  t o  do  l i kewrse .
R e l i g i o u s  v a l - u e s ,  f i n a l l y ,  a r e  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m e a n _
i - n g  a n d  v a l , u e  o f  m a n ' s  l i v j - n g  a n d  m a n ' s  w o r L d . r
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The s i tuat ion that  would be addressed by a contemporary Chr is-

t i an  sys tema t i c  t heo logYr  as  we l l  as  t he  an t j - c i pa ted  s i t ua t i on

which such a theology would evoke,  can be understood best

by disengaging some of  the refat ions that  obtain among the

leve l s  o f  va1ue ,  and  by  emp loy i ng  t h i s  d i sengagemen t  t o  unde r -

stand both the breakdown of  the integr i ty  of  human valuat ion

tha t  cha rac te r i zes  t he  p resen t  s i t ua t i on  and  t he  i n t eg r i t y

i t se l f  t ha t  wou ld  cons t i - t u t e  t he  s i t ua t i on  t o  be  evoked .

Among  t he  re l a t i ons  t ha t  ob ta i n  i n  t he  h i e ra r chy  o f

va lues  we  may  spec i f y  a  r e l a t i on  f r om be low  upwards  o f  d i f f e r -

ent iat ion and creat i .v i ty  and a re lat ion f rom above downwards

of  condi t ioning and enablement.  Thus a problem in the recur-

r en t  r ea f i za t i on  o r  e f f ec t i - ve  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  v i t a l  va l ues

may  g i ve  r i se  t o  t he  ques t i ons  t ha t ,  i f  pu r sued ,  wou ld  l ead

to  ne$ r  t echno log i ca l ,  econom ic ,  and  po l i t i ca l  i n s t i t u t i ons

a t  t he  f eve l -  o f  soc i a l  va l ues .  Fo r  t hese  i ns t i t u t i - ons  t o

be promot ive of  a good of  order that  is  t ruJ-y worth whi le,

they must respect  the t r r ro pr incip les of  change that  const i tute

the  i n t eg ra l  d i a fec t i c  o f  commun i t y :  t he  spon tane i t y  o f  human

in te r sub jec t i v i t y  and  t he  p rac t i ca l  agency  t ha t  i s  r espons ib l e

for  the maj-ntenance and t ransformat ion of  the organizat ion

o f  human  a f f a i r s . 2  r f  Me thod  i n  Theo logv  s ta tes  t he  f unc t i on

o f  cu l t u re  t o  be  one  o f  d i scove r i ng ,  exp ress ing ,  va l i da t i ng ,

c r i t i c i z i ng ,  co r rec t i ng ,  deve lop ing ,  and  imp rov ing  t he  mean ings

and  va lues  t ha t  i n f o rm  a  g i ven  way  o f  1 i f e ,  l n s i qh tmakes

i t  c l - ea r  t ha t  t he  u l t e r i o r  pu rpose  o f  such  re f i nemen ts  l i e s

i n  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f  t he  d i a l ec t i c  o f  commun i t y . 3  Mo re  con -

cretely,  the devel-opment and implementat ion of  new technologi-

ca l ,  econom ic ,  and  po l i t i ca l  i n s t i t u t i ons  may  p rove  t o  be

imposs ib l e  sho r t  o f  a  t r ans fo rma t i on  o f  t he  cu l t u ra l  va l ues

in fo rm ing  a  soc ie t y r s  l / r ay  o f  I i f e .  Cu l t u re  f unc t i ons  a t  t he

two levels of  everyday t ransact ions and ref l -exive,  superstruc-

t u ra l  ob jec t i f i ca t i on .u  Bu t  f o r  i t  t o  f unc t i on  w i t h  i n t eg r i t y

a t  e i t he r  l eve l  t he re  i s  r equ i r ed  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f  se l f - t r ans -

cend ing  pe rsons  o r i g i na t i ng  va lues  i n  t hemse l ves  and  t he i r

m i l i eu ,  and  i nsp i r i ng  and  i nv i t i ng  o the rs  t o  do  l i kew i se .

And sustained personal  lntegr i ty  is  impossib le wi thout  a

I i v i ng  re l a t i onsh ip  o f  pa r t ne rsh ip  and  l ove  w i t h  t he  abso lu te l y

t ranscendent source and goal  of  the human exi-gence for  t rue

meaning and real-  goodness,  and so wi thout  the ef fect ive reaf i -

za t i on  o f  r e l i g i ous  va lues .

Th i s  r e l - a t i onsh ip  o f  d i f f e ren t i a t i on  and  c rea t i v i t y
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f ron  be l - ow  upwards  i n  t he  sca le  o f  va l - ues  obv ious l y  imp l i es

a  r e l a L i o n s h i p  o f  c o n d _ i t i o n i n g  a n d  e n a b l e m e n t  f r o r n  a b o v e

d o w n w a r d s .  R e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
p e r s o n a l  i n L e g r i t y .  P e r s o n a l  i n t e g r i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  p o s s i -

b i J - i t y  o f  t h e  l n t e g r i t y  o f  c u l t u r e  a t  b o t h  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r a l

a n d  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  l e v e l - s .  T h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  c u l t u r e

c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  s o c i a l  o r d e r  t h a t  e x i s t s

a n d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  i n t e g r a l  d i a l e c t i c  o f  c o m _

mun i t y .  And  on l y  such  a  soc ia l -  o rde r  r ende rs  poss ib l e  t he

e f f e c t i v e l y  r e c u r r e n t  d i s t r i b u t j - o n  o f  v i t a l  v a . l , u e s  t o  t h e

who le  commun i t y .

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s y s t e m a t i c  t h e o l o g y

w o u l d  a d d r e s s ,  w h i c h  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a p e r  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a l s o

a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h i n  w h i c h  I i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  t a k e s  p I a c e ,

m u s t  b e  t h o u g h t  o f  i n  g l o b a l  t e r m s .  F o r  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e
e f f e c t i v e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v i t a l  v a l u e s  i s  a  g 1 o b a 1  o n e ,  t o
be  so l - ved  on l y  by  t he  c rea t i on  and  deve lopmen t  o f  po l i t i ca l ,

econom i - c ,  and  t echno log i ca l  s t r uc tu res  cons t ruc ted  f r om w i t h i n

s u c h  a  g l o b a I  p e r s p e c t i v e .  S u c h  a  s o l u t i o n  i s  j - m p o s s i b l e

w j - t hou t  t he  c rosscu l t u ra l  gene ra t i on  o f  such  cu l t u ra l  va l ues

a s  c o u l d  i n i t i a t e ,  p r o m o t e ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e  i n t e g r a l  d i a l e c _
t s  i ^  ^ €  ^ ^ - - , , ^ l  t s , ,  ^ ^ r  ! Lu y l  d h d  t h i s  i n  a  g l o b a I  n e t w o r k  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s

tha t  wou ld  p rov i de  a  genu ine  a l t e rna t i ve  t o  g toba l l y  pe rvas i ve

d i s t o r t i ons  o f  t he  sca le  o f  va l ues .  Such  c rosscu l t u ra r  communr -

ca t i on  w i l r  b reak  down  w i t hou t  t he  d i scove ry  and  i r np remen ta -

t i on  o f  t he  c rosscu l t u ra l -  cons t i t uen t s  o f  pe rsona l  i n t eg r r cy

t h a t  l i e  i n  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  i m p e r a t i v e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e
l - eve l - s  o f  human  consc iousness  and  i n  t he  re f i ned  a f f ec t i v i t y

n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e s e  i m p e r a t i v e s .  F i n a I l y ,  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i m p e r a t i v e s  b y  t r u l y  a t t e n t i v e ,  i n t e l _
I  i  ^ ^ ^ fr r g e n L ,  r e d s o n a D L e ,  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  a n d  l o v i n g  s u b j e c t s  i n  c o m _
mun i t y  demands  t he i r  coope ra t i on  w i t h  God  i n  wo rk i ng  ou t
n o t  o u r  s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  h i s ,  t o  o u r  p r o b . l e m  o f  e v i l :  a  c o o p e r a _
t i o n  t h a t ,  g r v e n  t h e  g l o b a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,
v rou ld  be  f u r t he red  by  t i r e  d i a togue  o f  wo r f d  r e l i g i ons . s

T h e  p r l n c i p a l  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  g I o b a I  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  t h e
s c a l e  o f  v a l u e s  a r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  c e n t r a r i z e d

s t a t e  s o c i a l i s m  t h a t  t a k e  t h e i r  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  o n e  o r  o t h e r
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  M a r x ,  a n d  t h e  n e t w o r k  o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n

spawned  by  mu l t i na t i ona r  co rpo ra t i ona l  cap i t a r i . sm .  The  s t r uc tu re
o f  t h e  d l s t o r t i o n s  o p e r a t i v e  i n  M a r x i s t  s t a t e s  p a r a l l e l s

t ha t  f ound  i n  cap j . t a l i s t  soc i e t i es .6  Anc l  t he  con f l i c t  be tween
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these  two  i .mpe r i a l i s t i c  ne t v to r ks  i s  as  p roduc t l ve  o f  d i s i n t e -

g ra t i on  as  a re  t he  d i s t o r t i ons  t hemse l - ves  t ha t  cons t i t u t e

each  sys tem o f  i .mpe r i a l  amb i t i on  t aken  s l ng l y .  The  s i t ua t i on

w i t h i n  w h i c h  a  I i b e r a L e d u c a t i o n  t o d a y  w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e ,

t hen ,  may  be  cha rac te r i zed  l a rge l y  i n  t e rms  o f  gJ -oba l  d i s t o r -

t i ons  o f  t he  i n t eg ra l  h i e ra r chy  o f  va l ues ,  due  i n  g rea t  mea -

su re  t o  t he  exp lo i t s  o f  compe t i ng  and  esca la t i ng  i npe r i a l

a rnb i t i ons .  A  l i be ra l  educa t i on  wou ld  be  o r i en ted  t o  med ia t i ng

the  cu l t u ra l  va l ues  cons t i t u t i ve  o f  an  an t i c i pa ted  a l t e rna t i ve

s i t ua t i on  i n  wh i ch  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f  t he  sca le  o f  va l ues  wou ld

be  t he  e f f ec t i ve l y  ope ra t i ve  no rm  o f  p rocedu re .

Cosmopof is

1 -  The Problem

The re  i s  a t  l eas t  one  p rob lem i n  ou r  a r t i cu l a t i on  o f

t he  re l a t i ons  among  t he  va r i ous  l eve l s  o f  va l ue  t ha t  needs

fu r t he r  t r ea tmen t .  I t s  con tou rs  become  cLea r  i - f  we  re f f ec t

on two opposed tendencies in contemporary pol i t ical  phi losophy.

L i be ra l  democ ra t i c  and  Marx i - s t  poJ - i t i ca l  ph i l osoph ies  may

be  cons ide red  t oge the r ,  i n  so  f a r  as  t hey  revea l  e i t he r  a

negJ .ec t  o f  o r  a  scep t i c i sm  rega rd ing  t he  au tonomy  o f  r e l i . g i ous ,

pe rsona l ,  and  cu l t u ra l  va l - ues ,  and  a  t endency  t o  co l l apse

a t  l eas t  t he  e f f ec t i ve l y  ope ra t i ve  sca le  i n t o  t he  two  more

bas i c  1eve1s  o f  v i t a l  and  soc ia l ,  va l ues .  Po l i t i ca l  ph i l osoph ies

wh i ch  d raw  the i r  i n sp i r a t i on  f r om the  c l ass i ca l  t r ad i t i on ,

on  t he  o the r  hand ,  emphas i ze  t he  uppe r  r eaches  o f  t he  sca le

o f  va l ues  bu t  t end  t o  neg lec t  t he  more  bas i c  eve ryday -cu f t u ra f

and  espec ia l l y  t he  soc ia l  and  v i t a l  va l ues .  I n  e i t he r  case

wha t  i s  m i ssed  i s  t he  cond i t i on i ng  f . i n k  be t v reen  t he  supe rs t r uc -

t u re  and  t he  i n f r as t r uc tu re  o f  soc i e t y .  Thus  c l ass i ca l l y

i nsp i r ed  po l i t i ca l  ph i l osoph ies  i f l a i n t a i n  a  conve rs i on  pos i t i on

rega rd ing  p rax i s ,  whe reas  f i be ra l  and  espec ia l l y  Ma rx i s t

o r i en ta t i ons  s t r ess  soc ia l - s t r uc tu ra l  t r ans fo rma t i on ;  and

each  p rax i s  pos i t j - on  i s  susp i c i ous  o f  t he  o the r .  The  re l a t i ons

a rnong  re l i g j . ous ,  pe rsona l ,  and  cu l t u ra l  va fues  and  t he  re l a -

t i ons  be t r r een  soc ia l  and  v i t a l  va l ues  a re  eas ie r  t o  g rasp

and  assen t  t o  t han  i s  t he  re l a t i on  o f  t he  t h ree  h i ghe r  l eve l s

t o  t he  two  more  bas i c  l eve l s .  I f  ou r  pos i t i on  on  t he  sca le

o f  va l ues  i s  t o  be  accep ted ,  t hen ,  we  mus t  es tab l i sh  t ha t

the re l -at ion that  obtains between authent ic  cuf tural -  values ard

j us t i ce  i n  t he  soc ia l  o rde r  i s  eve ry  b i t  as  f i rm  as  t hose

tha t  ho ld  be tween  o the r  l eve l s  o f  va1ue .

1  3 7
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O r r r  n o s  i  I  i  o n  r a c a  r d  i  n n  l - h a  1  o r r g l 5  O f  V a I u e  a n d  t h e i r
P v v +  

e r v r l

r e l a t i ons  i s  a  componen t  i n  a  ph i l osophy  o f  wo r l d - cons t i t u t i ve

n r : v i  c  t r ' r n f f  t  h  i  q  n a r q n a n f  i  r r a  m ^ \ /  . l  i  q . a r n  :  h l  i  n d  q n n l -

i n  c l a s s i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s .  C o r r e c t i n g

t h i s  i n a d e q u a c y  m a y  e n a b L e  u s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  I a r g e r  p r o b l e m

o f  g rasp ing  t he  f i rm  re l a t i on  o f  cond i t i on i ng  and  enab lemen t

t ha t  mus t  ob ta i n  be tween  t he  supe rs t r uc tu re  and  t he  i n f r as t r uc -

t u r e  o f  a  h e a l t h y  s o c i e t y .  F o r ,  v l h i l e  c l a s s i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d

p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  d o  a f f i r m  c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l

o r d e r  i s  a  d e r . i v a t i v e  o f  c u l t u r a L v a l u e s ,  t h e y  n e g l e c t  t o

a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  b r e a k d o w n s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  m a y  s i g n a l

a  demand  f o r  mo re  t han  s imp l y  a  r ea f f i rma t i on  and  reapp rop r j - a -

t i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l -  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  c l - a s s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n .  T h e

I a t t e r  v a l u e s ,  w h i l e  b y  a n d  l - a r g e  v a I i d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n

r e t r i e v e d  b y  s u c h  a  s e n s i t i v e  t h i n k e r  a s  E r i c  V o e g e l i n , T

m a y  h a v e  t o  b e  s u b l a t e d  i n t o  a n  e n t l r e l y  n e w  h o r i z o n  t h a t

i  n s t  i  t r t e s  a  o r i t e  n o v e l  s e t  o f  c u f t u r a l  v a l u e s  c o m m e n s u r a t e

w j - t h  t he  d imens ions  o f  t he  soc ia l  p roo lem.  Th i s  becomes  pa r -

f i a r r l : r i i l  r h 6  ^ h : r  r 6 h ^ 6  , . , h 6 h  f h a  - o c i a I  o r d e r  i s  a  g l o b a l

n e t \ d o r k  o f  " i f - t h e n "  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h e  g I o b a I  n a t u r e  o f

- ^ n + a m ^ ^ r r r u  s o c i a l  o r d e r  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
J  

v v v r q r

a  n e w  s e t  o f  c u l t u r a l  v a f u e s  a s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i -

^ c  ^  r ' - ^ t  - 1 o b a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  T h i s  n e w  s e t  o f  c u l t u r a lu f  r  r  L y  v L  a  )  u r L  v f

v a l u e s  m u s t  b e  c r o s s c u l t u r a l l y  g e n e r a t e d  a n d  m u s t  c o n s i s t

i n  a  h i g h e r  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l l y  d e l i m i t e d

c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a

c r o s s c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y .  M o r e o v e r ,  a p p l y i n g  t h e  s a m e  p r i n c i p l e

o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  f r o m  b e l o w  u p w a r d s  a m o n g

t h e  l - e v e l - s  o f  v a l u e ,  a  m a j o r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a t  t h e  l e v e I

o f  p e r s o n a J .  v a l u e ,  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  p r o p o r -

t i o n s  s e t  b y  t h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  c r o s s c u l t u r a l  g e n e r a t i o n  o f

e r r l f r r r e  I  r z a  I  r r e s  -  w i  I  I  h e  r e o r r i r e d -  i  n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  s e l f  -

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n v a r r a n t  a n d  s o  c r o s s c u l t u r a l -  c o n s t i t u -

e n t s  o f  h u m a n  i n t e g r i t y .  A n d  t h i s  p e r s o n a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n

w i l l  c a l ]  f o r  a  r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l - f

i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t h a t  i s  n o t  o n l y  u n i v e r s a l ,

i n  t h e  s e n s e  - i n  w h i c h  L o n e r g a n  e m p l o y s  t h i s  t e r m , 8  b u t  e x p l i -

c i t l y  a n d  t h e m a t i c a l l y  e c u n e n i c  i n  i t s  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d

t h e  e m e r g e n c e ,  p r o m o t i o n ,  a n d  s u r v i v a l  o f  a  w o r l d - c u I t u r a I

c o m m u n i - t a r i a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t i c

o f  c o r r n l u n i t y  e m e r g e n t  f r o m  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m .  T h e s e

c r e a t i v e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  a t  t h e  I e v e l - s  o f  c u l - t u r a I ,  p e r s o n a l ,
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and rel ig ious values set  the context  for  a concrete discussion

and appl icat ion of  the higher v iewpoint  that  Lonergan ca1ls

cosmopo l i s , e  and  t h i s  h i ghe r  v j - ewpo in t  de f i nes  t he  ob jec t i ve

of  an adeguate contenporary l iberal  educat ion.

Lone rgan  speaks  o f  a  d i v i ne l y  o r i g i na ted  so lu t i on  t o

the mystery of  evi l ,  a solut ion informed by the fo l lowing three

componenEs:

a )  " a  r enova t i on  o f  w i l l  t ha t  ma tches  i n t e l l ec tua l  de tach -

nen t  and  asp i r a t j , on ; ' l

b)  "a ne$r and higher colLaborat ion of  j -nteLlects through

f a i t h  i n  G o d ; "

and c)  "a mystery that  is  at  once symbol  of  the uncomprehended

and s ign of  what is  grasped and psychic force that  sr^teeps

J . i v j - ng  human  bod ies ,  J . i nked  i n  cha r i t y ,  t o  t he  j oy fu l ,  cou ra -

geous ,  who le -hea r t ed ,  ye t  i n t e l l i gen t l y  con t ro l l ed  pe r f o rmance

of the tasks set  by a wor ld order in which the problem of

ev i l -  i s  no t  supp ressed  bu t  t r anscended . "  r 0

our concern at  present is  pr imar l ly  wi th the new and higher

co l l abo ra t j - on  o f  i n t e l l ec t s  t h rough  f a i t h  i n  God ,  t ha t  i s ,

w i t h  a  r e l j - 9 i ous1y  and  t heo log i ca l l y  t r ans fo rmed  cosmopo l i s . l r

The  nys te r y  o f  ev i l  con f ron t s  us  t oday  i n  pa r t  i n  t he  spec t re

o f  a  pos t -h i s t o r i c  human i t y r2as  t he  I im i t  o r  end  resu l t  o f

the ser ies of  ever less comprehensive syntheses in the under-

s tand ing  and  o rgan i za t i on  o f  human  a f f a l r s :  a  se r i es  t ha t

i s  r oo ted  i n  t he  exc l us i ve l y  i ns t r umen ta l i zed  ra t i ona l i t y

emergent f rom the general  b ias of  common sense. l3 Cosmopol is

p rov i des  t he  co r rec t i ve  t o  gene ra l  b i as ;  bu t ,  as  a  h i ghe r

vj -ewpoint  in the rn ind,  i t  is  dependent upon an actual  h igher

i n teg ra t i on  i n  t he  be ing  o f  t hose  i n f o rmed  by  i t ,  upon  a

un i ve rsa l  w i l l i ngness  t ha t  r ende rs  poss ib l e  t he  e f f ec t i ve

freedom to coLlaborate in the inst i tut ion of  a wor ld-cuf tural -

hunan i t y .

we  mus t  ana l yze  t he  gene ra l  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  t h i s

cosmopol i tan col laborat ion before apply ing our understanding

o f  cosmopo l l s  t o  t he  cu r ren t  s i t ua t i on  w i t h  i t s  i nv i t a t i on

to,  and indeed exigence for ,  the crosscul tural  generat ion

o f  t he  cu l t u ra l  va l ues  o f  a  g l oba l  commun i t a r i an  a l t e rna t i ve

to  impe r i a l i sm ,

2.  The General  Features of  Cosnopol is

Cosmopol is  is  a development of  inte l l igence that  grounds

a col laborat ive enterpr ise of  subjects commit ted to under-

s tand ing ,  a f f i rm ing ,  and  imp lemen t i ng  t he  i n t eg ra l  d i a l ec t i c
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o f  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  c a n  p e r h a p s  b e s t  m o v e  L o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

o f  L h c  d i a l e c t r c  o f  c o m m u n i t y  i f  w e  b e g i n  b y  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g

i - h o  c a r r a r :  I  c n m n n n o n t  c  n f  c n n i o l . r r

I  f o l l o v r  D a v i d  T r a c y  i n  e m p l o y i n g  t h e  t e r m ,  s o c i e t y ,

a s  a  h r o a d  o c n e r i  c  f p r m  c n e o m n a s q i n o  q A \ / e r i  I  m o r e  c n a q i f i Cv v e

d i m e n s i o n s .  B u t  w h i l e  T r a c y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  s o c i e t y  - i n t o  t h e

t h r e e  c o m p o n e n t s  o t  t h e  L e c h n o e c o n o m i c  o r d e r ,  t h e  p o l i t y ,

: n n  ^ ' , 1  |  ' , . ^  r {  I  f  i n d  i  t  r n o r e  c y ^ . f  f i  r c f  .  f n  a . . a n l -  f f O mU V L L P L

K a r l  M a r x  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( M a r x ' s

" f o r c e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n r r )  f r o m  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  ( M a r x ' s

" r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n " ) ,  L o  a d d  w i t h  L o n e r g a n  y e t  a n o t h e r

d i n r e n q i o n -  f h a l  o f  i n t e r s t r l . r i e c t i w e  s n ^ n t a n a i f l ,  ^ r  n r i m n y 6 l i 3 l

h u m a n  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  I  s  a n d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t w o  d i m e n s i o n s

t o  c u l t u r e :  t h e  e v e r y d a y  a n d  t h e  r e f l e x i v e .  S o c i e L y ,  t h e n ,

cons i . s t s  o f  t he  f i ve  d imens ions  o f  spon taneous  i n t e r sub jec -

f  i  r r  i  I ' w  f e c h n n l  6 6  j  a - 1  i  n a #  i  t , , F  i : n a  i h a  a c n n n m i  -  c \ / c f  6 Dr  L L u r r i l u r v Y r e o !  r )  J  L r r "  ,

t h e  I e g a I  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d o m a i n ,  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  w h e r e  c u l t u r e

i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  bo th  eve ryday  mean ings  and  va lues  and  re f l ex i ve

^ h i 6 ^ f i f i n : f i ^ n d  ^ f  e v e r v d a v  f r a n c a c t i ^ h c  T h a  : n f r r : t  1 r ,  f u n c _r r r L  q v L u q a f  
J

t i o n i n g  d j - a l e c t i c  o f  c o m m u n i t y  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  b y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s

t h a t  o b t a i n  a m o n g  t h e s e  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  s o c i e t y .  T h e  d i a l e c t i c

i s  i n t e g r a l  v r h e n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  s o u n d r  a n d  d i s t o r t e c l  w h e n

f h e v  a r p  a w r \ /  T h c  i  q s r r c _  f h c n -  i  s  O n e  O f  d e t e r m i n i n o  f h ev r L L ! " ' f  r r r r r Y

c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s o u n d  r e l a t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e s e  d j - m e n s i o n s  o f

s o c l e t y .

N r ^ "  r h ^  ^ r ^ ^ - e s s  o r  d e c l i n e  o f  a  s o e  i  c f v  i  q  l - o  h c  r r n r l a rr v L f  s  L l

s tood  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  t he  deve lopmen t  o r  r i l a f deve lopmen t  o f

i - h e  n e r s o n  a s  :  . l r a m a t i c  a l . t i S t . t 6 1 4 g  m e v  i n f a r n r p f  j . h c  - a l -' ' g  ' ' ' q ]  ! t l L g r  v !  9 L

t j - o n s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y :  f i r s t ,  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  m a k e  o f

o n e r s  I i f e ,  o n e r s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  a n d  o n e ' s  w o r l d

a  w o r k  o f  a r L ,  b y  d i s c o v e r i n g  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  i n  f r e e d o m  t h e

d i r e c t i o n  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  l i f e ,  i s  m o r e  r e a d i l - y

f u l f i l l e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l -  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  s t i m u -

l : t o  n o r c n n r l  n h > n n 6  a i l o w  t o r  a n d  f o s t e r  t h e  u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p -

m e n t  o f  i n t e l L i g e n c e  a n d  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  f r e e d o m ,  a n d  i s

s u b j e c t  t o  f r u s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r s  o f

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  d n d  f r e e d o m  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  t h e  l n e c h a n i s m s

o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i L i o n i n g ,  s o c i a l  a b s u r d i L y ,  a n d  i n  t h e

f i r n i t  t o t a l i L a r i a n  c o n L r o l ;  s e c o n d ,  a  s o c i e t y  w i I I  t r a n s c e n d

f h e  r r  i  n  o f  e h a n c e  a r  f  a l  o  n r  d a q f  i  n r ;  n f  n n n d i  l -  i  n n i  n n  H i  - ^r v r r  I  r r Y

and  con t ro l ,  t o  t he  ex ten t  t ha t  t he  pe rsons  who  compose  1 t

F  r e  n v o r c i  q  i  n c  i  n j - a l  I  i  a a n n a  r n d  f r a a d n m  i  n  n a n , r  i  n a  I  r ,  € ^L Y L I L 9  - _ r g r n g
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a  wo rk  o f  a r t  as  t hey  cons t i t u t e  t he i r  wo r l d ,  t he i r  r e l a t i ons

w i t h  o the rs ,  and  concom i tan t l y  t hemse l ves ;  t h i r d ,  t h i s  i s

no t  a  v i c i ous  c i r c l e ,  f o r  t he  p rocess  o f  soc i e t y  has  a  ce r t a i n

dom inance  ove r  t ha t  o f  t he  i nd i v i dua l ,  who  i s  bo rn  i n t o ,

r a i sed  i n ,  and  s t imu la ted  by  t he  a l r eady  g i ven  soc ia l  s i t ua -

t i on :  t he  cu l t u re ,  t he  po l i t y ,  t he  econom i . c  r ea l i t i e s ,  t he

techno log j . ca l  i n s t i t u t i ons ,  and  t he  hab i t s  o f  sens i t i ve  spon -

t ane i t y  t ha t  p reva i l  i n  t he  pe rson ' s  soc ie t y i  and  f ou r t h ,

cond i t i ons  o f  cu f t u ra l ,  po l i t i ca l ,  and  gene ra l  soc i a l ,  dec l i ne

pose  a  spec ia l  p rob lem:  how  i s  t he  dec l i ne  t o  be  reve rsed

i f  the development of  the indiv iduals who rni .ght  j -n i t iate

and promote the reversal  j -s  so int imately condi t ioned by

soc ia l  r ea l i t i e s?  On l y  t he  f o rma t i on  o f  a  c rea t i ve  m ino r i t y

t ha t  g rasps  r ^ rha t  i s  go ing  f o rwa rd ,  unde rs tands  i t s  r oo t s ,

an t i c i pa tes  i t s  consequences ,  and  dec ides  t o  r es i s t  i t  and

to  o f f e r  an  a l t e rna t i ve ,  seems  t o  be  adequa te  t o  t he  rea l - i t i e s

o f  ma jo r  dec f i ne .  And  t he  roo t s  o f  such  dec l i ne  I i e  i n  t he

pe rve rs i on  o f  i n t e l l i gence ,  t he  neg lec t  o f  t he  sens i t i ve

psyche ,  and  t he  m isuse  o f  f r eedom tha t  a l l  a re  i nvo l ved  i n

wha t  Lone rgan  ca l l s  gene ra l  b i as .

E f f ec t i ve  r es i s t ance ,  t hen ,  demands  t he  deve lopmen t

o f  t he  i n t e11ec tua1 ,  psych i c ,  and  mora l  capac i . t i e s  t ha t  can

mee t  t he  dec l - i ne  a t  i t s  r oo t s .  Lone rgan rs  p ro j ec t  o f  t he

seJ - f - app rop  r i a t i on  o f  r a t i ona l  se l f - consc iousness  i s  i n  t he

in te res t s  o f  p rec i se l y  such  a  deve lopmen t .  Cosmopo l i s  i s

Lone rgan ' s  t e rm  fo r  t he  re l evan t  deve lopmen t  espec ia l l y  o f

inte l l igence.  I ts  comnitnent  j .s  to the understanding and

imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he  i n t eg ra l  d i aLec t i c  o f  commun i t y .

The  i n t eg ra l  d i a l ec t i c  o f  commun i t y  i s  a  f unc t i on  o f

a taut  balance between two I inked but  opposed pr j_ncip les

o f  change :  spon taneous  i n t e r sub jec t i v i t y  and  t he  p rac t i ca l

i n t e l l i gence  t ha t  i ns t i t u t es  a  good  o f  soc i a l _  o rde r .  p rac t i ca l

i n t e l l i gence  i s  r espons ib l e  f o r  t h ree  o f  t he  d imens ions  o f

soc ie t y :  t echno logy ,  t he  econom ic  sys tem,  and  t he  po l i t i ca l

o rde r .  The  re l a t i on  o f  t hese  d j -mens ions  w i t h  spon taneous
j . n te r sub jec  t i v i t y  i s  a  f unc t i on  p rox ima teJ -y  o f  t he  eve ryday ,

and  remo te l y  o f  t he  re f l ex i ve ,  I eve l  o f  cu l t u re .  The  i n f r a -

structure of  a heal thy society is  const i tuted by the dinens:-ons

o f  i n t e r sub jec t i v i t y ,  p rac t i ca l i t y ,  and  t he  eve ryday  l eve I

o f  cu l t u re .  The  re f l ex i ve  1eve l  o f  cu l t u re  cons t i t u t es  t he

soc ie t y r s  supe rs t r uc tu re .  The  cond i t i on  o f  t he  poss ib i l i t y

o f  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f  t he  d i a l ec t i c  be tween  spon taneous  i n t e r -
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c , , l . , i ^ ^ r i v i r ! ,  5 h . l  f h e  i e e h n o l o o i c a l  _  a n n n n m i n  : n A  h ^ r  i . t i c a l

A r r i n f i a m o n f  q  i  n q l -  i  f r r f e d  h r z  n r : n f  i  n :  I  i  n f  c  I  I  i  r r a r r c a  i  q  n r r l f r r r a

r  n  b o i h  i  f s  e v e r v d a v  a n d  i  f s  r e f l  c x  i  \ / a  . o m n ^ n a n f  q  A  c o s m o -

^ ^ l  i  l  - h  i  h f ^  I  I  i  - . \ n ^ ^  i  l - e  r a q n ^ n q  i  h i  I  i  i r r  f h a
P U r f  L o r r  f r r L E t t r Y s r r L  o r r u r r € >  d r  r  L J y v r r J r l r r r L l

i  n f o o r  i  f v  n f  c n i  i r r r s  i n  b O t h  O f  i t s  6 J i m e n s i o n <  T f q  n r i r ^ : - ^ 1f r r r r P q r

t ask  l i e s  i n  t he  t r ans fo rma t i on  and  i " n teg ra t i on  o f  t he  sc i - ences

a n d  c c h o l a r l v  d  i  s e i  i r l  i n e s  f h a t  e o n s i  i t U t e  t h e  r e f I e X i V e  I e V e l

o f  c u f t u r e .  B u t  i t  m u s t  e n v i - s i o n  a s  w e l l  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n

a n d  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m y r i a d  i n s t a n c e s  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e .

C o s m o p o l i t a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e n ,  v / i l I  i n f o r m  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l

c o f l a b o r a t i o n  t h a t  a s s u m e s  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  c u l t u r e  a s  i t s

p r i n c i p a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  t h a t  i m p l e m e n t s  t h i s  r e s p o n s i -

F , i  I  ;  + . .  f h . ^ , , ^ h  i a n f : r i n n  a c n a n i . l l v  o f  f h e  h t r m a n  s c i e n c e s

a n d  o f  c o n : n o n - s e n s e  p r a c L i c a l i t y ,  s o  a s  t o  p r o m o t e  i n  s o c - i e t y

a n d  h i s t o r y  a n  i n t e g r a L  d i a l e c t i c  b e t w e e n  s p o n t a n e o u s  i n t e r -

s u b j e c t i v i t y  d n d  t h e  p r a c L i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t e c h n o l o q i c a - I ,

e c o n o m i c ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a ]  i n s t l t u t i o n s .

T h e  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  w i l l  b e  g r o u n d e d  i n

a  i r ew  sc i ence  t ha t  d i sengages  t he  cons t i t u t i ve  f ea tu res  o f

i  n f c o r a  I  i  n f c l  I  i  o a n c o  r : t  i  n n r  I  i  l . r r  a n r t  i  h i  I  i  f v  r n dv L  L  t  u  f

t h a t  r e o r i e n t s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  f i r s t  o f  a I l  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  t h e

s e n s i t i v e  p s y c h e  a n d  o f  t h e  u n c o n s c j - o u s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i t s

a r r n r n n r  i  a i -  i  n n  n f  i  n f o l  I  a . f  r r :  I  r : i  i  ^ n r  i  : n d  m a r >  t , , . ) u l n e _

n e s s . 1 7  T h e  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e  w o u l d  e m e r g e  a s

a  p o s t - i n t e r i o r i t y  m e n t a l i t y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  r e o r i e n t a t i o n

n f  n i l l  f  r r r a  n r ^ m ^ l - o n l  l - r v  I  h e  q c i e n c o  a f  i  n i ^ r  i  ^ r  i  f \ /  C a q m a n n l  i  cI  v r  r  L  I  .  L v o r . r v y v r r  J  ,

t h e n ,  a s s u m e s  r e s p o n s . i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  c u l t u r e

b y  d e v o t i n g  i t s e i t  t o  t h r e e  j n t e r r e l a t e d  f u n c t i o n s :  t h e  e l a b o -

r a t i o r r  o f  a  s c i e n c e  o i  h u m a n  i n t e r i o r i t y ;  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t

r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h u n a n  s c i e n c e s ;  a n d  t h e  r e o r i e n t a t i o n

o f  t h e  e v e r y d a y  l e v e l  o f  c u l t u r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  a n d

d e v e l o l > i n e n t  o f  a  p o s t - i n t e r i o r i t y  m e n t a l i t y  a t  t h e  I e v e I

o f  common  sense .  The  cen t ra l  no t . i o r r  i n  t he  reo r i en ta t t on

o f  h u m a n  s c i e n c e  w i l l  b e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  t h e  t e n s i o n  o f  I j - m i t a r r o n

a n d  t r a n s c e n d e r i c e , l 8  w h i c h  a t  t h e  f e v e l  o f  t h e  r l i a l e c t i c  o f

t h e  s u b j e c t  o b t a i n s  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  n e u r a l  d e m a n d

t r n c t i o n s  a n d  L h e  c e n s o r s h i l r , t o  a n d  a L  t h e  l e v e . L o i  t h e d i a l e c -

t i c  o I  c o f i r m u n i t y  i n  t h e  r e ] a t i o n s  b e t w c e n  s p o n t a n e o u s  i n t e r -

s u b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  o r a c L i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  E v e r y  i n s t a n c e  o f

a n  i n t e g r a l  d i a l e c t i c  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  d e p e n d s

o n  a  s y n t h e s i s  t h a t  s t a n d s  a b o v e  e i t h e r  p o l e .  T h u s  t h e  d i a l e c -

t i  c  o f  i  n t o r s . r h i r ' e f i v i  t  v  a n d  n r A . f i  c : l  i  l - v  d c n c n d q  n n  n n l f r r r a
l / r q u L r u q a f
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and  t ha t  o f  psych i c  spon tane i t y  and  d rama t i c  i n t e l l i gence

on  un i ve rsa l  w i l l i ngness ;  and  so  t he  g rounds  o f  r eo r i en t i ng

human  sc i ence  i n  acco rd  w i t h  t ha t  t ens ion  I i e  i n  an  app rop r i -

a t i on  o f  t ha t  t ens ion  i t se l f  i n  t he  psych i c  and  i n t e l f ec tua l

conve rs i ons  cons t i t u t i ve  o f  t he  sc i ence  o f  i n t e r i o r i t y .  The

in te l - f ec tua l  co l - l abo ra t i on  i ns t i t u t ed  by  cosmopo l i t an  j - n t e11 i -

gence thus

.  s t ands  on  a  bas i c  ana l ys i s  o f  t he  compound - i n -
t ens j . on  t ha t  i s  man l  i t  con f ron t s  p rob lem o f  wh i ch  men
a re  awa re ;  i t  i n v i t es  t he  vas t  po ten t i a l i t i e s  and  pen t -
up  ene rg ies  o f  ou r  t ime  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  t he i r  so l u t i on
by  deve lop ing  an  a r t  and  a  l i t e ra tu re ,  a  t hea t re  and
a  b roadcas t i ng ,  a  j ou rna l i sm  and  a  h i s t o r y ,  a  schoo l
and  a  un i ve r s j - t y ,  a  pe rsona l  dep th  and  a  pub l i c  op i - n i on ,
t ha t  t h rough  app rec ia t i on  and  c r i t i c i sm  g i ve  men  o f
common sense the opportuni ty and help they need and
des i r e  t o  co r rec t  t he  qene ra lb i as  o f  t he i r  common  sense . ' o

3 .  Cosmopo l i s  Todav

l ' ] e  r emarked  ea r l i e r  t ha t  t he  d i a l ec t i c  o f  po l i t i ca l

ph i l osoph ies  - -  a t  l eas t  o f  I i be ra l  and  Marx i s t  ph i l osoph ies ,

on  t he  one  hand ,  and  c l ass i ca l l y  j . nsp i r ed  pos i t i ons  on  t he

o the r  - -  cou ld  be  reso l ved  by  s t r eng then ing  t he  L i nk  be tween

cu l t u ra l  and  soc ia l -  va l ues l  f o r  t h i s  i s  t he  po in t  a t  wh i ch

a l l  o f  t hese  ph i l osoph ies  depa r t  f r om  a  pos i t i on  cons i s t en t

w i t h  t he  i n t eg ra l  d i a l ec t i c  o f  commun i t y .  And  we  sugges ted

that  th is I ink can be strengthened by correct ing a bl - ind

spo t  i n  t he  c l ass i ca l l y  i nsp i r ed  po l i t i ca l  ph i l osoph ies .

These  ph i l osoph ies  co r rec t l y  ma in ta i n  t ha t  t he  soc ia l  o rde r

i s  a  de r i va t i ve  o f  cu l t u ra l  va l ues .  Bu t  t hey  do  no t  g rasp

the isomorphism that  is  demanded between the proport ions

o f  t he  soc ia l  p rob lem and  t he  d i f f e ren t i a t ed  i nc l - us i veness

demanded of  the cuJ-Lural  values that  would meet i t .  The global

nature of  the contemporary problem of  socj-aI  order cal ls

f o r  a  c rosscu l t u ra l l y  gene ra ted  se t  o f  cu l t u ra l  va l ues  t ha t

cons i s t s  i n  a  h l ghe r  syn thes i s  o f  va r i ous  reg iona l l y  de f i ned

cu l t u ra l -  t r ad i t i ons .  Th i s  ecumen i c  se t  o f  cu l t u ra l  va l ues

w i l I  depend  on  t he  se l f - app rop r i a t i on  o f  t he  t r anscu l t u ra l -

i n t en t i ona l  and  psych i c  cons t i t uen t s  o f  human  i n teg r i t y ,

and  t hus  on  as  t ho rough  a  r e t r i eva l  as  poss ib l e  o f

1  )  t he  p reh i s t o r i c  r hy thns  o f  psych i c  p rocess ,

2 l  t he  h i s t o r y - con  s t i t u t i ng  ope ra t i ons  o f  au tonomous

j - n ten t i ona l i t y ,

and 3)  the tension of  l - j - in j - tat ion and t ranscendence, of  psyche

and  i n t en t i ona l i t y ,  t ha t  cons t i t u t es  t he  i n t eg ra l  d i a l ec t i c

1  4 3
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o f  f h e  s r r h i e c f -  a n d  t h a t  i S  t h e  c o r e  o f  a r r l h e n t i e  n e r s o n a f

v a l u e s .

T h e  r e g i o n a l l y  d e f i n e d  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  a  w o r l d - c u l t u r a l  h u m a n i t y  m a y ,

f o r  n r r r n o s e c  o f  c l : r i f r r  h a  A i f f ^ r a n + - i a t e d  i n t O  C O S m O f O o i c a l  -
J r v q r ,

a n t h r o p o l o g  i c a I ,  a n d  s o t e r i o l o g i c a l  v a r i a n t s . 2 r  T h e  t a s k  o f

c o s m o p o l i s  t o d a y  i s  t o  g e n e r a t e  a  s e t  o f  c u l t u r a f  v a l u e s

t h a t  j - s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t

d i s c l o s u r e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  b e  t o u n d  i n  t h e  m o v e -

m e n t  o f  l i f e .  M o r e  p r e c i s e l y ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  d i a l e c -

t i c  h e r e  i s  b e t w e e n  c o s m o l o g i c a l  a n d  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  t r u t h ,

a n d  t h e  i n t e g r j - t y  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s o t e r -

i o l og i ca l  vec to r  t ha t  moves  f r om above  downwards  i n  hu rnan

c o n s c r o u s n e s s .

T h e  c o s m o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  r e g a r d e d  t h e  r e c u r r e n t  e v e n t s

o f  n a t u r e ,  o f t e n  I i n k e d  w i t h  i n t r a c o s m i c  d i v i n i L i e s ,  a s  w h a t

f r o m  a  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p e r s p e c t i v e  m a y  b e  c a I l e d  t h e

p r ime  ana loga te  o f  o rde r .  The  o rde r  o f  r ea l j - t y  moves  f r om

n a t u r e  t o  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  f r o m  s o c i e t y  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  T h u s

a  s o c i e t y  i s  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  i n t e g r i t y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t s

o r d e r  i s  a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  1 n  a n d  r e e n a c t m e n t  o r  e m b o d i m e n t

o f  t h e  c o s m i c  o r d e r ;  a n d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  r n v e s t e d  w i t h
' i  n i a c r i  I '  r r  i  f  h a  ^ r  - L ^  o f f c d  n l a c o  i  n  :  q n c i a f r rr  L ) /  r !  - . .  -  - - ! r L L l

w h o s e  o r d e r  i s  d i c t a t e d  b y  c o s m i c  p r o c e s s .

I n  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s y m b o l i z a t i o n s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  b e i n g

u n d e r g o e s  a  d r a m a t i c  s h i f t ,  s o  d r a m a t i c  t h a t  i t  i s  s p o k e n

o f  by  Ka r l  Jaspe rs  and  o the rs  as  ax i a l i 2  f he  measu re  o f  o rde r

now  becomes  a  wo r . I d - t r anscenden t  d i v i ne  rea l i t y ,  and  o rde r

i n  s o c i e t y  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h a t  d i v i n e  r e a l i t y ' s  a t t r a c t i n g  f o r c e

w i t h i n  t he  m inds  and  hea r t s  o f  i nd i v j - dua l s .  The  soc ie t y  t hen

t a k e s  o n  i  n f e o r i f v  t O  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a f  i  I  i  s  c o m n o q e r i  n f  n o r -4 r  L v r r r y v r E v  v !  y s ! _

s o n s  o f  i n t e g r i t y ,  w h e r e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e g r i t y  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f

r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h o s e  i n c l i n a t i o n s  t h a t  d r a w  o n e  t o a t t u n e m e n t

w i t h  t h e  w o r l d - t r a n s c e n d e n t  g r o u n d  o f  o r d e r ,  a n d  o f  r e j e c t i n g

those  i nc l i na t i ons  t ha t  d raw  one  away  f r om such  a t t unemen t .

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  s o c i e t y  i s  s h i f t e d

f r o m  w h a t  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  c o s m o l o g - i c a I  s o c i e t i e s .  T h e r e  t h e

soc ie t y  was  pa t t e rned  a f t e r  t he  cosmos ,  and  t he  i nd i v i dua f

a f L e r  t h e  s o c i e L y .  T h e  c o s m o s  \ . / a s  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  i n t e g r i t y

f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  i n t e g r i t y

f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a ] .  f n  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g r c a l  s o c i e t i e s  t h e

d i v i n i t y  i s  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,
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and  t he  a t t uned  i nd l v i dua l  t he  measu re  o f  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f

t h e  s o c i e t y .

An  i n t eg ra l  wo r l d - cu l t u ra l  commun i t y  wou ld  be  i n f o rmed

by  t he  d i a l ec t i c  o f  cosmo log i ca l  and  an th ropo log i ca l  t r u t h .

N o t  o n l y  i s  e a c h  m o d e  o f  s y m b o l i z a t i o n  a n  e z p r e s s i o n  o f  i n -

s i g h t s  a t t a i n e d  i n  h u m a n i t y ' s  s e a r c h  f o r  d i r e c t r o n  i n  t h e

movemen t  o f  l j - f e .  The  cosmo log i ca l  mode  i s  no t  s imp l y  supe r -

seded  by  t he  an th ropo log i ca l .  I t  r e t a i ns  i t s  va l i d i t y  i n

a reas  no t  cove red  by  t he  an th ropo log i ca l  d i f f e ren t i a t i on :

a  va l i d i t y  t ha t  once  aga in  i s  be ing  acknow ledged  i n  t he  deveL -

opmen t  o f  an  eco log i ca l  sens i t i v i t y  t o  t he  l im i t s  imposed

by  na tu re  on  human  exp lo i t a t i on ,  dom ina t i on ,  and  cc : t t r o l .

Human  i nd l v i dua l s  and  cu l t u res  sha re  an  i r r ep laceab le  pa r t ne r -

sh ip  i r r  be i ng  w i t h  nonhuman  na tu re ,  a  pa r t ne rsh ip  exp ressed

in  cos rno log i ca l  modes  o f  s y rnbo i i za t i on ,  a  pa r t ne rsh ip ,  f i na l l y ,

whose  l oss  gene ra tes  f a l sehood  i n  human  se l f - unde rs tand ing

and  a . I i ena t i on  i n  wo r l d -  and  se l f - cons t i t u t i on .  The  t r u th

o f  t h i s  pa r t ne rsh ip  j . s  s t i I I  ava i l ab l e  i n  t he  spon taneous

psych i c  symbo l s  t ha t  Jung  ca l f s  a r che t ypaJ - :  s ymbo l s  t aken

f rom na tu re  and  im i t a t i ng  na tu re  and  so  exp ress ing  ou r  i n t i -

ma te  pa r t i . c j , pa t i on  i n  t he  sche rnes  o f  r ecu r rence  o f  t he  ma te r -

i a I  cosmos .  The  an th ropo log i ca l  d i f f e ren t i a t i on ,  on  t he  o the r

hand ,  i s  a  r ecogn i t i on  o f  ce r t a i n  d imens ions  o f  t he  t r u th

abou t  human i t y  t ha t  t he  cosmo log i ca l  o r  a r che t ypa l  ho r i zon

rs  t oo  compac t  t o  encompass .  Ou r  na t i ve  capac i t y  f o r  t r ans -

cendence  i s  wo r l d - t r anscenden t .  As  such  i . t  i s  d i f f e ren t i a t ed
j . n  c reece  by  ph i l osophy  and  i n  t he  Or i en t  by  t he  p rax i s  o f

a f f e c t i v e  d e t a c h m e n t .  V o e g e l i n  c o n j e c t u r e s  t h a t  i t  t a k e s

a  cu f t u ra l  c r i s i s  t o  awaken  t h i s  r ecogn i t i on ,  wh i ch  can  a r i se

when  cosmo log i ca l l y  o rde red  soc ie t i es  b reak  down  and  so  l ose

t rus t  i n  cosm ic  o rde r  as  a  measu re  o f  i n t eg r i t y .  Then  t he

human soul  ordered by at tunement to the unseen measure becomes

the  c r i t e r i on ,  some t imes  even  t he  mode1 ,  o f  a  soc ia l  o rde r

r i gh t l y  a t t uned  t o  t he  sac red  o rde r  o f  be ing .  The  i n t eg r i t y

o f  t he  sou l  measu res  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f  t he  soc ie t y ,  and  God

neasu res  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f  t he  sou f .  Ou r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n

t he  rhy thms  and  p rocesses  o f  nonhuman  na tu re  r ema ins  i ncacc ,

bu t  i t  i s  no  l onge r  t he  u l , t ima te  sou rce  o f  t he  i n t eg r i t y

o f  ou r  pa r t ne rsh lp  i n  be ing  and  so  t he  measu re  o f  t he  r i gh tness

o f  ou r  sea rch  f o r  d i - r ec t i on  i n  t he  movemen t  o f  l i f e .

The  i n t eg ra l  d i a l ec t i c  o f  cosmo log i ca l  and  an th ropo log i_

ca l  t r u t h  j o i ns  t he  d i a l ec t i c  o f  t he  sub jec t  be tween  neu ra l
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demands  and  t he  censo rsh ip  and  t he  d i a l ec t i c  o f  commun i t y

b e t w e e n  s p o n t a n e o u s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  p r a c t i c a l i t y  a s

an  i ns tance  o f  t he  t ens ion  o f  l im i t a t i on  and  t r anscendence

tha t  cha rac te r i zes  a l I  genu ine  deve lopmen t  i n  t he  conc re te

un i ve rse  o f  be ing .  The  sou rce  o f  t he  i n t eq r i t y  o f  t he  d j . a l ec -

t i c  o f  t he  sub jec t  1 i - es  i n  ne i t he r  o f  i t s  two  po l - es  t aken

s i n g l y  b u t  i n  u n i v e r s a l  w i l l i n g n e s s .  T h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  i n t e g -

r i t y  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  o f  c o m m u n i t y  I i e s  n o t  i n  i n t e r s u b j e c -

I  i  r r i  t -  r r  n n r  i  n  n r a c i -  i  c :  I  i  l - w  h i l l -  i  n  c r r l f r r r c  S o  f o o -  i - h c  s o u r c eL r  v  t  L y  r t v !  f  r r  y r  q v  L  a v q r f  u l  v u s

o f  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  o f  c o s m o l o g i c a l  a n d  a n t h r o -

p o l o g i c a l  t r u t h  1 e t  u s  c a l l  i t  t h e  d i a f e c t i c  o f  c u l t u r e

- -  I i e s  i n  n e i t h e r  o f  i t s  t w o  p o l e s  t a k e n  s i n g l y  a n d  i n  i n d e -

n e n d e n e e  o f  t - h e  o t h o -  h r r f  i n  l - h a  l - r : n 5 f 6 r m a t i v e  S O t e r i O l O g i -
P L r r u s r r v s  v !

c a I  v e c t o r  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h o s e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s

i n  pa r t  t he  d i sc l os i ve  e l emen t  i n  t he  even t s  o f  d j . v i ne  reve la -

t i o n  i n  I s r a e I  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y .

A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  d i s p l a y s  t h e  e m e r g e n c e

o f  t he  i nd j - v i dua l  e9o ,  i t s  d i ssoc ia t i on  f r om the  co l l ec t i ve

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o s m o l o g i c a l l y  o r d e r e d  s o c i e t i e s .

T h e s e  c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  i w o f o f d :  t h e  i d e n t l f l c a -

t i on  o f  t he  i nd i v i dua l  w i t h  t he  peop le  and  t he  i den t l f i ca t i on

o f  t he  peop le  w i t h  t he  cosmos .  These  two  f o rms  o f  non ind i v i du -

a t i o n  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  a n  i n t e r i o r l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  m o d e

i  n  f c r m q  o f  , l l t n o r  <  n n l i r r n q  r a q n a c f  i  v e l v -  o f  e o l  l e c t i V e  C O n -u  u r r Y  J

s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  u n c o n s c j - o u s .  T h e y  s t i I I  t h r e a t e n

the  i nd i v i dua t i on  o f  t he  pe rson ,  bu t  t ha t  t h rea t  i s  now  acknow-

l edged  as  an  imped imen t  t o  o rde r  r a the r  t han  as  t he  sou rce

o f  o rde r .  The  i nd i v i dua l  j - s  expec ted  t o  d i f f e ren t i a t e  be tween

c a l  f  r n r t  f f r ^ r r a  : n d  f o  A q q r r m c  n c r q - - ^  I  - ^ -  ' ^ _ - ;  : ;  1  i  ! \ ,  F a ry L ! J u i l a r  !  s - y v r r - f v r t f  L  I

h i s  o r  h e r  o w n  i n s i g h t s ,  j u d g m e n t s , a n d  d e c i s i o n s .  W e  a r e

f u r t h e r  e x p e c t e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  t h e s e  i n t e n -

L i o n a - I  o p e r a L i o n s  f r o m  t h e  c o s m i c  e n e r g i c  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t

l i n k  t he  hu inan  body  t o  t he  nonhuman  un j - ve r se  and  t ha t  make

a r c h e t y ; : a J .  s y m b o l i s m  s u c h  a  p e r e n n i a l  h u m a n  p h e n o m e n o n .  A r c h -

t 1 ' pa l  s ynbo l s  a re  h i nd rances  t o  i nd i v i dua t i on ,  howeve r ,  on l y

i f  o n e  i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h  t h e m o r  r e q a r d s  t h e m  a s  u l t i m a t e .

m h - . ,  :  j ^  j  I  i  |  - t  ^  i  n r . t  ;  ! ,  i  i . , - f  i  ^ -  i  t  - ^ ^ ^ +  i  ^ f  a . l  h \ /  r n  i  n f o l  I  ir r r E )  !  - L  ! r r u f v f u J d L l u l M  r r c a u L r s l e s  - - g e n c e ,

r a t i o n a l i t y ,  a n d  e x i s t e n t i a l  f r e e d o r n  t h a t  i s  d i s t i n c t  f r o r n

t i r e  ene r : g i - c  sou rces  ou t  o f  wh i ch  t hese  symbo l s  a r i se .  An th ro -

po log i ca l  t r u t h  i s  t he  sou rce  o f  t he  d i f f e ren t j , a t i on  o f  such

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  a n d  f r e e d o m .  B u t  c o s m o l o g i c a l

t r u th  p rese rves  a  p l ace  i n  t he  un fo l d i ng  o f  i n t eg ra l  deve lopne r r t ,
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due  t o  t he  ab j . d i ng  va l i d i t y  o f  t he  a r che t ypa l .  An  ana l ys i s

o f  t he  so te r i o l og i ca l  vec to r  wou ld  show  i t s  t he rapeu t i c  e f f i -

cacy  v i s -A -v i s  a  d i sp l acemen t  i n  e i t he r  d j - r ec t i on  o f  t he

tens ion  be tween  cosmo loE i ca l  r oo tedness  and  an th ropo log l ca l

emanc ipa t l on .  A  d i sp l acemen t  t owa rd  t he  cosmo log i ca l  deh i s -

t o r i c i zes  ou r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  be j - ng  by  l i n k j - ng  us  t oo  com-

pact ly  wi- th the schernes of  recurrence of  nonhuman nature.

A  d j . sp l acemen t  t owa rd  t he  an th ropo log i ca l  r esu l - t s  i n  a  f oss

o f  t he  my th  as  a  cons t i t u t i ve  f ea tu re  o f  human  se l f - unde r -

s tand ingn  and  so  i n  a  sac r i f i ce  o f  consc iousness  as  pa r t i c i -

pa to r y  l um inos i t y  t o  consc iousness  as  wo r l d - cons t i t u t i ve

i n ten t i ona l i t y .  A t  i t s  ex t r eme ,  t h i s  d i - sp l acemen t  lmmanen t i zes

the  wo r l - d - t r anscenden t  measu re .  I t  usu rps  t he  p re roga t i ves

o f  d i v i n i t y .  U l t ima te l y  i t  sac r i f i ces  t he  agency  o f  t he  i nd i -

v i dua l -  r espons i - b1e  f o r  h j - s  o r  he r  own  ques t i ons ,  i ns i gh t s ,

j udgmen ts ,  and  dec i s i ons  t o  t he  i ns t r umen ts  o f  a  po ten t i a l l y

t o ta l i t a r i . an  power ,  Such  a  power  abso rbs  pe rsona l  r espons i -

b i l i t y  i n t o  a  new  fo rm  o f  co l l ec t i v i sm ,  one  mode l l ed  now

no t  on  t he  cosmos  bu t  on  t he  e f f i c i en t l y  f unc t i on i - ng  mach ine ,

a n d  o b j e c t i f i e s  i t s  a s p i r a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t

i nvade  t he  t o ta l  f ab r i c  o f  human  l i f e  l i ke  a  c reep ing  cance r .

In my rrrost  recent  work,  I  have been at tempt ing to develop

an  a rgumen t  t ha t  j - t  w i I I  be  t he  ro l e  o f  a  cons t ruc t i ve  con tem-

po ra ry  sys tema t i c  t heo logy  t o  d i sc l ose  t he  t he rapeu t i c  f unc -

t i on  o f  t he  so te r i o l og i ca l  vec to r  v i s -A -v i s  cos rno log i ca l

and  an th ropo log i ca l  d j - spJ -acemen ts ,  and  so  t he  cond i t i on i ng

func t i on  o f  r e l i g i ous  va lues  on  t he  i n t eg ra l  d i aLec t i - c  o f

cu l t u re .  Such  a  t heo logy  wou ld  f unc t i on  as  a  cons t i t u t i ve

e lemen t  i n  a  cosmopo l i t an  educa t i on .  Bu t  ou r  sub jec t  a t  t he

momen t  i s  no t  t heo logy  bu t  educa t i on  i t se l f :  t he  educa t i on

tha t  wou ld  med ia te  t he  i n t eE r i t y  o f  cu l t u re  t o  a  s i t ua t i on

tha t  ca l - I s  f o r  a  wo r l d - cu l t u ra l  i n t eg ra t j - on  o f  .  t he  d i a l ec t j - c

o f  cosmo log i ca l  and  an th ropo log i ca l  t r u t h  as  t he  cond i t i on

o f  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  g l oba l  o rde r  t ha t  i s  i n  ha rmony  w i t h

the integral  d ia l -ect ic  of  community,  and thus promot ive of

t he  equ i t ab le  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  v i t a l  va l ues  t o  t he  who le  human

community.

T h e A c a d e m v : A C r i s i s o f p l a u s i b i L i t v

In Psvchic Conversion and Theoloqical  Foundat ions I

ca l l ed  a t t en t i on  t o  t he  way  i n  wh i ch  t he  po ten t i a l  p l a teau

o f  i n t e l l ec tua l  s yn thes i s  ach ieved  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  t he  wo rk
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o f  A o r i n a s  n e v e r  b e c a m e  a  c o n s o l i d a t e d  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r

d i f f a r c n f i : i  i n o  a c i v a n c e s  e f f e c t e d  t h r o r r o h  f h e  c l  i  s c o v e r i e s

a n c i  r n e t h o d s  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e ,  r n o d e r n  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p ,

a n d  t h e  t w o  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  p h i ' l . o s o p h i c  E n l i g h t e n m e n t  r e g a r d i n g ,

f  i  r s i  e o o r  i  t  i  v c  i  n f e r  i  o r  i  i  v  a n d  t h e n  w O r l d - C O n S t t t u t i v e

p r a x i s .  T h e  b r e a k d o w n  o I  L h e  r n e d i e v a l  s y n t h e s i s  t " r a s  d u e  l a r g e l y

t o  i t s  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  n o t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e  a s

t r u e  a n d  c e r L a i n  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y 2 3

a n d  t o  t h e  i n t e l f e c t u a l  d i s a s t e r s  c o n s e q u e n t  u p o n  S c o t i s t i - c

^ ^ n ^ a n f ' r > l i c m / "  r h ^ - ^  i h h ^ r ^ n f  , . , ^ l r n a q c a c  r f  t h a  h o rr r r r r y r y r r L  w E q ^ r r < s i s s  L r r c  r r c a l t  O f

s c h o l a s t  i  c i s m  n r e v e n f a d  i  t  f r n m  n r n l n r l  i  n o  a  h i o h e r  c x i c f t r n t i a l

q \ / n f h a c  i  e  f  r n m  k ' h  i  ^ h  l -  h o  c n a n r  r  I  :  +  i  r r a  c r r n i . h o c  i  c  n f  a .. . J U r n a s

cou ld  be  bo th  i n t eg ra ted  i n t o  a  base  o i  \ , / o r l , d - cons t i t u t i ve

a o c n e v  : n d  i  n f e r n a  I  I  z  r . r i  l -  i  e i z e d  i  n  d i a l e c t i C  w i t h  m o d e r n

a d v a n c e s  i n  s c i e n c e ,  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h e  r e s u l t

n f  + h ^  ^ ^ h ^ ^ n f , r r r  i  s t i c  d e r a i l r n e n t  o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  a c h j , e v e m e n t

i s  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  e v e r  l e s s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s y n t h e s e s  j - n  c o g n j -

t j v e  a n d  e x i s t e n t i a l  p r a x i s  t h a t  L o n e r g a n  c a l L s  t h e  l o n g e r

c y c l e  o f  d e c l i n e . 2 5  T h e  s c a l e  o f  v a l u e s  h a s  b e e n  o p e r a t i v e l y

r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  s e n s i t i v e  d e s i r e s  a n d  t o  t h e  s o c i a l

o r d e r  w h o s e  p u r p o s e  i t  i s  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  r e c u r r e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n

o f  s u c h  d e s i r e s .  T h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  o u r  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  r e l i g i o u s ,

p e r s o n a l ,  a n d  c u l t u r a ]  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  d e m a n d s

o f  s h o r L s i g h t e d  p r a c t i c a l i t y  r e s u l t s  a s  w e I I  i n  a  d i s h a r m o n -

i ous  and  nonsequen t i a l ,  i n cong ruous  and  non rhy thm ic  d i s t o r t i on

o f  t h e  f l o w  o f  o u r  s e n s a t i o n s ,  m e m o r i e s ,  i m a g e s ,  e m o t i o n s ,

c o n a t i o n s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b o d i l y  m o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  s p o n t a n e o u s

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e s p o n s e s ,  i n  a  d j s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x e s

o f  o u r  p s y c h i c  e n e r g y ,  a n d  s o  i n  a  s e q u e n c e  o f  l e s s  c o m p r e h e n -
q i  r r a  c r r n i h a c a c  i  I  I  i  r r i n ^  2 6

I  w  r r r Y  .

A genu j -ne  l - i be ra f  educa t i on  mus t  be  conce rned  w i t h  r eve rs -

i n g  t h i s  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  o f
- ^ m m , , . ; f "  T h a  i i - f O r t e d  d i a l e C L i C S  t O c l a v  m a n  j  f e s f  n r i n . i . ^ ^ r  r . .

L U e q  r  l r u r r  r r L J  L  v !  r  r r L r l J d  !  r  y

a  d i sp l acemen t  o f  t he  t ens ion  o f  1 i - r n i t a t i on  and  t r anscendence

i n  t h e  d i r e c L i o n  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  n e g l e c t

o f  I i m i t a t i o n  u n d u l - y  L i m i t s  t h e  g e n u i n e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  o f

t h e  h l t m a n  s n i  r  i  f  -  i h t t q  r c d r r c i n c  f h a  ^ n 6 r a l - i r r o  q n r l  o  n f  . ' -  l " ^ -s r r L  v v L r  q  L r  v !  v a  f  u g -

t o  a  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s p l r a c y  b e t w e e n  t h e  f e v e l s  o f  v i t a l  a n d

soc ia l  va fues .  A  con te rnpo ra ry  I i be ra l  educa t i on  wou ld  i nc l ude

a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i , c a l  c o n s t r u c -

t r c n s  o f  t h e  i r u r n a n  s p i r i t ,  o f  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  a n d  p s y c h i c

o r i e n t a t i o n s  o u t  o f  w h i c h  t h e s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a r o s e ,  a n d
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o f  t he  wo r l d  opened  up  i n  f r on t  o f  t hese  cons t ruc t i ons .  Bu t

i t  wou ld  engage  i t s  pa r t i c i pan t s  as  we l l  i n  t he  cumu la t i ve

cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  c r i t i ca l -  and  no rma t i ve  human  sc i ence  t ha t

enab les  us  t o  med ia te  no t  on l y  f r om the  pas t  l n t o  t he  p resen t

bu t  mo re  rad i ca l l y  and  f ounda t i ona l l y  f r om  the  p resen t  i n t o

the  f u tu re ,  on  t he  bas i s  o f  a  t ho roughgo ing  app rop r i - a t i on

o f  t he  psych i c  and  i n t en t i ona l  r oo t s  o f  t he  t ens ion  o f  l im i t a -

t i on  and  t r anscendence .  Bo th  med ia t i ons  mus t  occu r  l n  t he

con tex t  o f  a  f undamen ta l  c r i t i que  o f  t he  p resen t  s i t ua t i on

as  a  r esu l t an t  o f  t he  d i s t o r t ed  d i a l - ec t i c s  o f  t he  sub jec t ,

community,  and cul ture.  And both must be grounded in anexpJ.ana-

t o r y  se l f - app rop r i a t i on  o f  t he  t ens ion  o f  I im i t a t i on  and

t ranscendence  t h rough  t he  psych i c  and  i n t e l l ec tua l  conve rs l ons

tha t  cons t i . t u t e  t he  sc i ence  o f  i n t e r i o r i t y .  The  app rop r i a t j . on

o f  cu l t u ra l  acgu i s i t i ons  mus t  no t  be  mere l y  a  f us i on  o f  conve r -

sa t i ona l  ho r i zons ,  much  l - ess  a  f unc t i on  o f  common-sense  ec l ec -
I  i  ^ r  ^ -  2 7  w . , +L rL rD r r ,  puL  d r r  c va lua t i ve  o r  d i a l ec t i ca l  he rmeneu t i c  t ha t ,

wh i l e  a l l ow ing  no  pas t  ach ievemen ts  t o  be  f o rgo t t en ,  pushes

them re fen t l ess l y  t o  t he  t r ans fo rma t i ons  t h rough  wh i ch  t hey

can  assume  the i r  app rop r i a te  p l - ace  i n  t he  i n t eg ra l  cons t i t u -

t ion of  a g lobal  net \" rork of  communit ies capable of  provid ing

an  a l t e rna t i ve  t o  t he  d i s t o r t i ons  o f  t he  d i - a l ec t i c  o f  commun-

i t y .  The  med ia t i on  f r om the  p resen t  i n t o  t he  f u tu re ,  wh i ch

i s  pa r t l y  g rounded  i n  t he  app rop r i a t i on ,  i n t eg ra t i on ,  and

t rans fo rma t i on  o f  cu f t u ra l  acqu i s i t i ons ,  i s  an  i np l emen ta t i on

o f  t he  ex i genc ies  gene ra ted  by  wha t ,  f o l l ow ing  o the rs ,  we

w i l l  ca l I  t he  second  phase  o f  t he  En l i gh tenmen t :  ex i genc ies

no t  on l , y  t o  c l a r i f y  bu t  a l so  t o  e f f ec t  t he  i n t eg r i t y  o f  ou r

cogn i t i ve  and  ex i s t en t i a l  p rax i s .

The  ques t i on  o f  academ ic  i n t eg r i t y  j - s  a  ques t i on  o f

f i de l - i t y  t o  t he  no rma t i ve  sca le  o f  va l ues  as  t he  sou rce  o f

an  i n t e l l ec tua l  f ocus .  An  academy  no t  so  f ocussed  i s  gu i l t y

on  a  mass i ve  i ns t i t u t i ona l  s ca l_e  o f  t he  ma jo r  su r rende r  o f

i n t e l l i gence  t ha t  i s  t he  p r i nc i pa l  agen t  o f  t he  l onge r  cyc l e

o f  dec l - i ne .28  Such  an  academy  cap i t u l a tes  t o  one  o f  two  abe r -

ra t i ons :  e i t he r  t he  j - deoLog i ca l  r use  t ha t  de f j _nes  exce l l ence

in  t e rms  o f  p ro f i c i ency  w i t h i n  a  d i s t o r t ed  d i a l - ec t i c  o f  com_

mun i t y ,  o r  t he  escape  o f  cu l t u re  i n t o  t he  l vo r y  t owe r  o f

eve r  mo re  d i l l e t an t i sh  concep tua l - i s t i c  A lass -bead  games .

I n  e i t he r  case  t he  academy  i s  con t r i bu t i ng  on l y  t o  t he  pe rpeEu_

a t i on  o f  s chemes  o f  r ecu r rence  t ha t  a re  v i c t im i z i ng  h i s t o r y .

Authent ic  inte l lectual  praxi .s in the contemporary s i tuat ion
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invo l ves  t he  reo r i en ta t i on  o f  common  sense  and  sc i ence .2s

T h a t  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  t o d a y  i n v o l v e s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  I i b e r a L i o n

o f  d r a m a t i c  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  o r g a n i z a -

t . i on  o f  human  a f f a r r s  f r om the  b i ases  t ha t  have  gene ra ted

d i s t o r t i o n s  - i n  t h e  d i a f e c t i c s  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d

c t t l f t r r e :  n o l '  o n  I  v  t h o  n r r r n  i  n r r  f r ^ m  q . i e n C e  o f  C O n f u S e d  n O t i O n S

r a n r r r i  i  n n  r a :  I  i  t r r  a h  i  a n t  i  r r i  t r r  l z n n u r  
' l  

o d n o  r n d  t r :  l  r o . noc

o n l  v  ;  m e f h n d i c a l  i  n f  e o r a f i o n  o f  s e i e n c e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a n d

g r o u n d e d  i n  a n  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  i m p l i c a t i o n s

o i  n o r m a L i v e  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ;  b u t  a l - s o  t h e  g ) o b a 1  p e r s p e c t i v e

t h a t  w o u l d  p r o m o t e  a  h u m a n  s c i e n c e  a n d  a  c o m m o n  s e n s e  c a p a b l e

^ +  i  n f ^ r m i n ^  f h a  . v a v  o f  I i f e  o f  a  c r o s s c u l t u r a l  n e t w o r k  o f

c o m m u n i t i e s  d e v o l e d  t o  t h e  r n t e g r a l  d i a l . e c t i c s  o f  s u b j e c t s ,

c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  c u J t u r e .  S t r u c c u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  a f f e c L -

i  n n  I  h a  r c a d o m ' z  L r n f  h  i  n f e r n a  I  I  v  a n d  i  n  i L S  e x t e r n a l  r e l a t r o n s

w i t h  t h e  e c o n o n r i c  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  w i d e r

q n c i a i - r ,  h o u r e r u p r  s e v e r e l  v  f r r : s i r a t e  s u c h  a n  i - n t e I I e c t u a I

voca t ' r on .

M y  a r t j c u l a t i o n  o f  a n  i n t e r n a l  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  a c a d e m y

h a s  h e e n  a i c l c c l  h v  r e c e n f  n a n e r s  h v  F r e d e r i c k  L a w r e n c e .  T h e

m o d e r n  p h i l o s o p h i c  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  c o n s c l o u s n e s s  h a s  a d -

v a n c e d  t o  t h e  r e c o g n i L i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m a c y  o f  a u t h e n t i c  p r a x i s

b o t h  c o g n i t i v e  a n d  e x i s t e n L i a l  o v e r  t h e o r y .  L a w r e n c e

f i n d s  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  f r o m  a  f i r s t  t o  a  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  t h e
n n  r  i . , h f a n m a n f  i n  T a n t '  s  s e c o n d  c r i t i ^ , , ^  , . , h a r ^  r  h ^  6 m n h a s i s^ '  I

o f  m o d e r n  p h i l o s o p h y  s h i f t s  f r o m  t h e  c o g n i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s

a n d  c l a i m s  t h a L  p r e o c c u p i e d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  f r o m  D e s c a r t e s  t o

K a n f  '  s  C r i  t  i  o r r e  6 f  D | r a  p 6 . c ^ n  : n z l  h a n i  n c  # a  ^ 6 h f 6 '  . r O U n d

" f a i t h ,  w i I I ,  c o n s c i e n c e ,  d c c i s i o n ,  a c t i o n . " r 0 W i t h  t h j - s  s h i f t

f h a r a  : r i c a c  
"  

^ u e S t i O n  a b o u L  t h e  n n r m : f i r r o  c i n n i f  i  c a n c e

a n d  I - i m i t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  E n l i g h t e n m e n t .  T h i s

q u e s t i o n  e n e r g e s  a s  t h e  r n o d e r n  p h i l o s o p h i c  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n

moves  f r o rn  i n t e r i o r i t y  as  cogn i t . r ve  and  t echn i ca l  t o  i n t e r i o r -

i  i ' r  r s  . n n c f  i  f n j -  i  v a  a n d  o r a c f  i  c a  I  a q  L . . r : n o l  r rt y  d l l u  r r u i l , u r r L f  l

i  q f  o r r z  T h e  q e . n n d  n h : c o  n f  i - h a  F n  I  i  d h t -L u L r r r 9

enmen t  i s  r e l - a ted  t o  t he  conce rns  o f  wha t  Lone rgan  ca f l s

d i a l e c t i c  a n d  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  c o g n i t i v e ,

i n o r a l ,  r e l . i g i o r . r s ,  a n d  p s y c h o l o g r c a l  i n t e q r i t v  a r e  t h e  m a t t e r

u n d e r  i  n \ / e q t  i  o a f  i  o n  ' r a n . a  n r r l - c  i  f  o  I  c a w h a r ^r u r  L  I  y q  w r r y r  v  I  d s  L d w -  _  _  _ -  _ , , , I l e f  e  ,

t h e r e  e n s u e s  a  p a i n s t a k i n g  e l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t  o f

t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  w h i c h  s h a p e  a n d  f r a m e  o u r  v i e i / r  o f  t h e  m a i n

i  q q t t e q  n f  I  i  r r i n o  f h a  r r l  I  i  m : f o  n r n r r n d c  f n r  n r a f o r r i n rr ! ! t l , Y  . - , - _ - - ^ . . J  O n e
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vray  o f  L i f e  t o  ano the r ,  and  so  t he  bas i c  a l t e rna t i ve  s tan -

da rds  o f  po t i t i ca l  j udgmen t . 3 r  La r r r r ence  d raws  on  Leo  S t rauss

to  a rgue  t ha t  " t he  t r a j ec to r y  o f  po l i t i ca l  t hough t  s t r e t ch i ng

in one rdave f ron Machiavel l i  through Hobbes,  Locke,  Smith,

and in a second wave f rom Rousseau through Kant,  Hegel ,  and

Marx  i s  r oo ted  i n  t he  Mach iave l - l i an  op t i on  t o ,  i n  Lone rgan rs

fo rmu la t i on ,  ' deve .Lop  
" r ea f i s t "  v i ews  i n  wh i ch  t heo ry  i s

ad jus ted  t o  p rac t i ce  and  p rac t i ce  means  wha teve r  happens

to  be  done . " ' 32  Bu t  f r om  the  s tandpo in t  o f  t he  conce rn  o f

the second phase of  the Enl ightenment to mediate theory and

p rax i s ,  s c i ence ' s  conce rn  f o r  u t i l i t y  so  champ ioned  by  t he

f i rst  phase,  i ts  demand for  autonomy from phi losophy,  and

i ts exclusion of  quest ions that  cannot be resolved by appeal

t o  obse rva t j . on  and  expe r imen t  s imp l y  l end  p l aus ib i . l i t y  t o

" the Machiavel l - ian argument that  t rue ans$rers to the quest ions

how we ought to l j .ve are so far  removed f rom how we do in

f ac t  l i ve  as  t o  be  p rac t i ca l l y  o r  po l i t i ca l l y  i r r e l evan t . " 33

On  t he  g rounds  o f  t he  f i r s t  phase  o f  t he  En l i gh tenmen t  a l one ,

as  La r / r r ence  shows ,  po l i t i c s  and  mora l i t y  a re  comp le te l y  sepa r -

a ted  f r om one  ano the r ,  human  ends  a re  p r i va t i zed ,  and  t he

conmon  good  g i ves  way  as  t he  ra i son  d ' 6 t r e  o f  t he  po l i t i ca l

order to the purely pr ivate v i ta l  val -ues of  the protect ion

and  secu r i t y  o f  t he  i nd i v i dua l l  s c i ence  i t se l f  i s  man ipu la -

t i ve l y  de ra i l ed  t o  se r ve  wha t  Bacon  ca1 led  " t he  re l i e f  o f

man ' s  es ta te ; t t  and  so  know ledge  i s  p l aced  a t  t he  se rv i ce

o f  power ;  and  even  Marx ,  who  c r i t i c i zed  t he  bou rgeo i s  po l i t i c s

o f  t he  f i r s t  phase  o f  t he  En l i gh tenmen t ,  neve r  sugges ted

a  mo t i va t i on  f o r  r evo lu t i on  o the r  t han  t he  max i r na t i on  o f

sa t i s f ac t i ons ,  and  so  f a i l ed  t o  t r anscend  t he  p r imacy  o f
t t econom ic  man"  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  t he  f i r s t  v rave  o f  mode rn

po l i t i ca l  t hough t  and  o f  bou rgeo i s  po l i t i c s  i n  gene ra l .  The

resu l t ,  says  Lawrence ,  i s  t ha t  r r i n  bo th  l i be ra l  and  co rnmun i s t

poL i t i ca l  t hough t ,  t he  c l - ass i ca l  po l i t i ca l  o r i en ta t i on  wh i ch

judged  t he  des i r e  f o r  wea l t h ,  g l o r y ,  and  f r eedom to  do  wha t

one pleased ut ter ly  subordinate to the requirements of  the

good  l i f e  i s  t u rned  ups ide  down .  The  po l i t i ca l  o rde r  i s  gov -

e rned  s t r i c t l y  i n  t he  l i gh t  o f  t he  s tanda rds  o f  secu r i t y ,

co rn fo r t ,  and  d i so r j . en ted  f r eedom. "  3a

For our purposes here,  th is means that  to the extent

t ha t  t he  academy  rema ins  an  i ns t i t u t i on  a f t e r  t he  mo ld  o f

the f i rs t  phase of  the Enl ightenment,  i t  operates on the

assumpt ion that  educat ion can proceed wi thout  a governing

1  5 1
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c o n c e r n  f o r  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r o f o u n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r e -

s u p p o s l t i o n s  t h a t  s h a p e  a n d  f r a m e  o u r  v i e w  o f  t h e  m a i n  i s s u e s

o f  I i f e ,  . L n  t h e  u l t j m a t e  g r o u n d s  f o r  p r e f e r r i n g  o n e  w a y  o f

l i f e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  s o  i n  t h e  b a s i c  a f t e r n a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s

o f  p o l i t i c a l  j d d g m e n t  a n d  c h o i c e ;  k n o w l e d g e  r e m a i n s  i n  t h e

se rv i - ce  o f  t he  re l i e f  o f  t he  human  es ta te  i n  t he  rea lms  o f

s e c u r i t y ,  c o m f o r t ,  a n d  d i s o r i e n t e d  f r e e d o m ;  a n d  c u r r i c u l a

a n d  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  n e g l e c L  t h e  n o r m a t i v e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  i n q u i r y

a n d  r a t h e r  t r e a t  a s  n o r m a t i v e  t h e  f a c t s  a s  t h e y  a r e .  T o  t h a t

e x t e n t  I h e  a c a d e m y  i s  I i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a  f i n i s h i n g  s c h o o ]

f o r  a o c n t s  o f  t h e  I  o n c o r  c v c l c  o f  d e e  I  i n e .

T h e  a c a d e m y ' s  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  j - s s u e s  o f

t h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  t h e  E n l i g h t e n m e n t  i s  d u e  n o t  o n l y  t o

i t s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a n  o u t m o d c d  s c i e n t i s t i c  ; n e t h o d o l o g y ,  h o w e v e r ,

b u t  a l s o  : r r d  p e r h a p s  m o r e  r a d i c a l - I y  t o  t h e  w i d e r  s o c r e t y ' s

i  ^ f ^ . ^ - t  i  n  ^ r a c a r r T  i  n o  s r r e h  a n  e n i q j - e n n l  n n r r  i  n f a . f  T h a  g q 6 _

n o m i c  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t d l  a g e n c i e s  t h a L  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c a d e m y ' s

e x i s t e n c e  e i t h e r  r e j e c t  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e

o f  L h e  E n l i g h t e n m e n t  o r  a t  l e a s t  d o  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  t h a t  t h e y

h p  l - r r n r r c h f  f n  l - r o : r  o n  t h c  r r n f o l d i n d  a n d  c o n S t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e

p u b l i c  d o m a i n .  T h e  a c a d e m y  i s  n o t  a  p r o m i s i n g  e n v i r o n m e n L

f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  v o c a t i o n  o f  c o s m o p o l i t a n  i n q u i r y ,  w h e n

t h a t  i n q u i r y  i s  o r r e n t e d  t o  r e v e r s i n g  t h e  v e r y  d i s t o r t i o n s

t h a t  k e e p  t h e  a c a d e m y  f r r n c t i o n i n g .  T h e  t a s k  o f  d e v e l o p i n g

w i t r r i n  L h e  a c a d e m y  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  a  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c o g n i t i v e

a n d  e x i s L e n t r a ]  s y n t h e s j s  t h a t  r n e e t s  t h e  s u r d  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y

h i s t o r y  a t  i t s  r o o t s  w i l l  b e  a  f o r m i c i a b l - e  o n e .

A P r o p o s e d L i b e r a l - C u r r i c u l u m

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  w e  m u s t  d r e a m .  I  c o n c l u d e ,  L h e n ,  b y  p r o p o s i n g

a  f i b e r a l  c u r r i c u l u m  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r

a  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  p r o m o t e  t h e  a g e n c y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o s m o -

p o l i L d n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  l o n g e r  c y c l e  o f

d e c l i n e .  T h e r e  a r e  t l r o  a s p e c t s  t o  t h i s  c u r r i c u l u m :  a  h e r -

m e n e u t i c  a n d  a  f o u n d a t i o n a l  a s p e c t .  T h e  h e r m e n e u t i c  a s p e c t

w o u f d  b e  g u i d e d  b y  a n  a p p r o a c h  s o m e w h a L  a l o n g  t h e  I i n e s  o f

t h e  c r e a t  B o o k s  t r a d l t l o n ;  b u t  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  e d u c a -

t i o n a . I  e x p e r i e n c e  w o u l d  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  a s p e c t .

F ' o r  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  v o c a L i o n  e s p o u s e s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  e x c l u s i v e l y

d i s c l o s i v e  n o t i o n  o f  t r u t h .  I t s  r e t r i e v a l  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c o n -

s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s p i r i t  i s  d o n e  f r o m  t h e  b a s i s  o f

. r  d e v e l o p i n g  f o u n d a t i o n a l ,  a n d  s o  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e ,  p o s i t i o n
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on  t he  i n t eg ra l  d i a l ec t i c s  o f  t he  sub jec t ,  commun i t y ,  and

c u l t u r e .

The  gene ra l  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  my  p roposa l  a re  as  f o l l ows .

One year of  the curr iculum here suggested is  devoted to the

expJ -o ra t i on  o f  t he  cu r ren t  s i t ua t i on  i n  t hese  t h ree  d i a l ec t i c s ;

two years are devoted to a retr ieval  of  how we got  to th is

po in t ;  and  a  f i na l  yea r  f ocusses  on  t he  ques t i on  o f  whe re

we go f rom here.  The f i rs t  year centers on awakening the

ques t i on  t h rough  t he  s tudy  and  d i a l ec t i ca l  app rop r i a t i on

of  the thought- forms of  moderni ty and of  their  reciprocal

r e l a t i onsh ip  w i t h  t he  o rgan i za t i on  o f  human  a f f a j - r s  a t  t he

Ieve I  o f  soc i a l  va l ues .  The  second  and  t h i r d  yea rs  wou ld

emphasize the study of  cosmological  and anthropological  thought-

f o rms  i n  an t i qu i t y  and  i n  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  ma jo r  c i v i l i -

za t i ons  o f  t he  wo r l d .  The  f i na l  yea r  wou ld  f ocus  on  t he  c r i t i -

ca l -  med ia t i on  o f  cogn i t i ve  and  ex i s t en t i a l  p rax i s  f r om the

p resen t  i n t o  t he  f u tu re ,  t h rough  t he  a r t i cu l a t i on  and /o r

exe rc i se  o f  t he  sc i en t i f i c  and  ph i l osoph i c ,  1 j - t e ra r y  and

a r t i s t i c ,  po l i t i - ca l  and  econom ic ,  r e l i g l ous  and  t heo log i ca l

pos i t i ons  and  o r i en ta t i ons  t ha t  wou ld  evoke  t he  wo r l d - cu l t u ra l

a l - t e rna t i ve  t o  t he  l onge r  cyc l e  o f  dec l i ne .

Unde r  t he  semes te r  sys tem,  t he  usuaLunde rg radua te  cu r r i -

cu l um to ta l s  some th ing  i n  t he  ne ighbo rhood  o f  128  hou rs .

I  sugges t  t ha t  s i x t y - f ou r  o f  t hese  hou rs ,  o r  s i x t een  each

yea r ,  be  devo ted  t o  t he  co re  cu r r i cu l um,  w i t h  suppo r t  cou rses

be ing  added  i n  acco rd  w i t h  t he  needs  o f  i nd i v i dua l  s t uden t s .

Eight  hours woul-d be devoted each semester to the core curr i -

cu l - um.  I n  t he  f i r s t  t h ree  yea rs ,  s i x  o f  t hese  hou rs  each

semester would be concerned wi th the hermeneut j -c aspect  of

the program, and t \ " /o wi th the foundat ional  d i rnension.  rn

the  f i na l  yea r ,  a l - I  s i x t een  hou rs  wou ld  be  f ounda t i ona l  i n

i n t en t .

I n  t he  f i r s t  yea r  o f  t he  p rog ram,  t hen ,  two  s i x -hou r

hermeneut ic courses one each semester - -  would be taught

by  an  i n t e rd i sc i p l i na r y  t eam o f  scho la r s  whose  expe r t i se

enables then to help students not  only to study some of  the

representat ive pr imary sources of  the modern per iod in sc ience

and  ph i l osophy ,  a r t  and  l i t e ra tu re ,  econom ic  and  po l i t i ca l

t heo ry ,  r e l i g i on  and  t heo logy ,  bu t  a l so  t o  exe rc i - se  t hemse l - ves

c r i t i ca l l y  i n  t he  i n t en t i ona l i t y  t ha t  p roduced  t hese  sou rces

and  t o  g rasp  t he  ob jec t i ve  co r re l a t i ves  o f  such  i n t en t i ona l i t y

at  the level-  of  the socia l  order.  These thro hermeneut ic courses
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r , rou l - d  be  d i v i ded  as  f o l l ows :  i n  t he  f i r s t  semes te r  t he  cou rse

wou fd  be  devo ted  t o  p r ima ry  sou rces  f r om the  f a te  med ieva l -

p e r i o d  ( M a c h i a v e l l i )  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  E n l i g h t e n -

men t ;  i n  t he  second  s i x -hou r  cou rse ,  t he  same  app roach  wou ld
^ ^ \ ' 6 r  f h 6  r , a r i a i  f r o m  K a n t ' S  S e C O n d  C r i f i o r r e  f o  l h c  n r n ^ ^ 6 +! !  r L r q u s  I J r E s c r r L .

T h e  t w o  f o u n d a L i o n a l  c o u r s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t r , r o

hou rs  each  semes te r  - -  wou ld  be  devo ted  t o  a  bas i c  i n t r oduc -

t i o n  t o  t h e  s e l f - a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  s c i e n t i f i c ,

s c h o l a r l y ,  a n d  m o d e r n  p h i t o s o p h i c  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  o f  c o n -

s c ] - 0 u s n e s s .

The  second  and  t h l r d  yea rs  o f  t he  cu r r i cu l um a re  con -

c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  t h a t  I e d

h u m a n i t y  i n l o  t h e  m o d e r n  p e r i o d .  I n  t h e i r  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  s t u -

den t s  wou l , d  be  exe rc l sed  i n  r e t r i ev i ng  t he  va r i ous  d i f f e ren *

t i a t r o n s  L h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  w h a t  J a s p e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  r e g a r d

a s  t h e  a x i a l  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  m a j o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r I d .

F o u r  t r a d i t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  s t u d i e d :  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  t h e  f n d i a n ,

t h e  I s r a e l i t e ,  a n d  t h e  H e I l e n i c .  T h e  e m p h a s i s  w o u l d  b e  p l a c e d

o n  t e s t i n g  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o r i g i n a t i n g  a x i a l

b r e a k t h r o u g h s  f r o m  c o s m o l o g i c a l  t o  s o m e  f o r m  a n d  d e g r e e  o f

an th ropo log i ca l  and  so te r : . o l og i ca l  t r u t h .  S tuden t s  wou ld

read  i n  t r ans la t i on  p r ima ry  sou rces  i n  t hese  t r ad i t j - ons ,

l r i t h  t he  exp l i c i - t  i n t en t i on  o f  d i sengag ing  t he  d i f f e ren t i a t : - ons

a m o n g  c o s r n o l o g i c a l ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  s o t e r i o l o g i c a l  m e n _

t a l i t i e s .

The  f ounda t i ona l  aspec t  o f  t he  cu r r i cu . l , um  i n  t he  second

yea r ,  and  aga in  i n  t he  t h i r d ,  wou ld  f ocus  upon  f u r t t r e r rng

s t u d e n t s '  s e l f - a p p r o p r - i a t i o n  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

and  upon  i n t r oduc ing  t hem to  t he  se l f - app rop r i a t i on  o f  s ymbo l i - c

consc iousness .  An  e f f o r t  wou l , d  be  made  t o  enab le  t hem to

con t ras t  and  re l a te  t o  one  ano the r  t he i r  s ymbo l i c  and  t heo re t i c

p rocedu res .  W i t h i n  t he  rea lm  o f  t heo ry ,  t hey  wou ld  be  ca l l - ed

u p o n  t o  c o n t r a s t  t h c  m o d e r n  p r a x i s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e l - l i g e n c e

w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  b e c a m e  f a m i l i a r  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  w i t h

t h e  c l a s s i c a l  i d e a l s  o f  s c i e n c e  e x p r e s s e d  1 n  t h e  w o r k s  o f

P l a t o  a n d  A r i s t o t l e ,  w h o r n  t h e y  w i l l s t u d y  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r .  T h u s

T h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  w i l l  b e  h e j - g h t e n e d  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c

d r f f e rence  be t v /een  mode rn  and  c l ass i ca l  t hough t - f o rms .  An

e f f o r t  wou ld  be  made ,  t oo ,  t o  enab le  t he  s tuden t s  t o  d j - scove r

t h e i r  o \ r n  m y t h o p o e t i c  i m a g i n a t i o n s  a n d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h i s

d i s c o v e r y  w i t h  t h e i r  o n g o i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e

a n d  r a t i o n a L . i t y .  T h u s  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  j n t e f l e c t u a l  a n d  p s y c h i c
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conversion becone centra l  to the foundat ional  d imension of

t he  second  and  t h i r d  yea rs .

The hermeneut ic theme of  the th i . rd year of  the curr iculum

wou ld  be  re l i g i on  and  cu l t u re .  The  ax i a l -  r e l i g i ons  wou ld

be  s tud j . ed  i n  g rea te r  dep th  p rec i se l y  as  r e l i g i ons '  and  a t t en -

t i on  wou ld  be  d i r ec ted  t o  t he  ques t i on  o f  r e l i g i ous  d i a l ec t i c

bo th  w i t h i n  t he  re l i g i ous  t r ad i t i ons  t aken  s i - ng l y  and  among

them. Presum.ing that  most  of  the students would come from

a  Ch r i s t i an  backg round ,  spec i f i c  a t t en t i on  wou ld  be  devo ted

to  t he  i n t en t i ona l i t y  beh ind  and  wo r l ds  opened  i n  f r on t  o f

New  Tes tamen t  t ex t s .  The  re l - a t i onsh ip  o f  r e l i g i ous  t o  pe rsona l

and  cu l t u ra l  va l ues  v rou ld  be  s tud ied .  The  p rocess  o f  med ia t i ng

the Chr ist i .an di f ferent iat ion in contemporary terms woufd

a l - so  be  begun ,  and  s tuden t s  wou ld  t hus  be  i nv i t ed  t oexpe r i ence

wha t  i t  i s  t o  do  t heo logy .  The  ques t i on ,  t oo ,  o f  t he  deve lop -

men t  o f  r e l i g i ous  doc t r i ne  i n  t he  va r i ous  t r ad i t i ons  wou ld

be  s tud ied ,  and  an  e f f o r t  made  t o  unde rs tand  t he  respec t i ve

manne rs  i n  wh i ch  t he  t ask  o f  med ia t i ng  re l i g i on  and  cu l t u re

even tua l l y  had  t o  g i ve  r i se ,  a t  l eas t  i n  some  o f  t hese  re -

l i g i ons ,  t o  a  t echn i ca l  t heo logy  d i s t i nc t  bu t  no t  sepa ra te

f r om I i v i ng  re l i g i on .  The  con t i nu ing  f ounda t i ona l  aspec t

of  the th j . rd year would inc lude an introduct ion to the sel- f -

app rop r i a t i on  o f  one ' s  d i a l ec t i ca l  capac i t i es  and  o f  one ' s

re l i - g i ous  o r i en ta t i ons .

F ina11y ,  i n  t he  f ou r t h  yea r  o f  t he  cu r r i cu l um,  emphas i s

sh i f t s  t o  t he  p redom inance  o f  t he  f ounda t i ona l  aspec t .  The

theme of  the fourth year is  the integrat ion of  theory and

p rax i s .  The  i n t en t i on  i s ,  f i r s t ,  t o  a r r i ve  a t  an  unde rs tand ing

o f  t he  op t i ons  rega rd i ng  f ounda t i ona l  i s sues  t ha t  l i e  beh ind

current  methods being employed in var ious f ie lds;  and,  second,

t o  move  t o  a  r eso lu t i on  o f  t hese  d i a l ec t i ca l  con f J . i c t s  by

com ing  t o  one ' s  oh rn  pos i t i on  on  f ounda t i ona l  i s sues .  The

accen t  i s  on  be ing  ab le  t o  g i ve  an  accoun t  o f  one t s  own  f oun -

da t i ona l -  s t ance .  The  emphas i s  sh i f t s  f r om  an  i n t e f l ec tua l

f i f e  i n  o ra t i one  obL lqua ,  unde rs tand ing  and  repo r t i ng  on

wha t  o the rs  have  sa id  and  done ,  t o  an  i n t e l l ec tua l  l j - f e  i n

o ra t i one  rec ta ,  say i ng  and  do ing  onese l f ,  med ia t i ng  t he  move -

ment f rom the present into the future.

obv ious l y ,  t he  en t i r e  t . h rus t  o f  t he  cu r r i cu l um and  t he

inte l l -ectual  and emot ional  demands i t  imposes make i t  probable

that  only a smal l  number of  students might  be able to part ic i -

pa te  i n  i t .  Se lec t i . ng  t hese  s tuden t s  w i l l bed i f f i c r r l t .  Mo reove r ,
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because  o f  t he  demands  upon  f acu l t y  f o r  i nd i v i dua l  con tac t

n F  f h e  f : n r r  I  l - r ;  o n n : a a d  i  n  c ' r n h  r  n -w f L r l  b L u q e i l L s ,  { i l o s L  *  t s - O g f a m

v /ou l - d  have  t o  be  f r eed  f r om o the r  r espons ib j - l i t i e s .  To  adop t

t h i s  k i n d  o t  c u r r i c u l u m  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  o p t i o n  i n v o l v e s ,

I  h e n -  a t  I  e a s t  . f  r A ^ r r A n d o m a n f  a f  f i  n r n n i  :  I  n r i ^ r i  f  i  6 ^  i  f
y !  f v r  r  L  I  c s  ,

n o t  d o w n r i g h t  f i n a n c i a l  s a c r j t i c e ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a n  a c a d e m i c

l n s t i t u t i o n .  L e t  m e  c o n c l , u d e ,  t h e n ,  w i t h  t h e  p e r s u a s i o n  t h a t

such  sac r . i f i ces  a re  ca l - f ed  f o r  on  t he  pa r t  o f  educa t i ona l

i n s t j t r . r t i o n s  g e n u i n e l y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  c o n l i n u i n g  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e

l n f l u e n c e  o f  a  h u m a n i s t i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  h e r i t a g e .  F o r  t h e

g o a l  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a

n e w  s t y l e  o f  r n L e r d i s c j . p l r n a r y  c o l . l a b o r a t j o n  i n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d -

l n g  a n d  m a k l n g  o f  h u m a n i t y .  T h e  h o p e  r s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s

w o u l d  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i t h  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p r e c i s e l y

t h i s  k i n d  o f  o n g o i n g  c o l - I a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  w i t h

t h e i r  p r o f e s s o r s  - -  a  c o m m r t m e n t ,  I  m i g h t  a d d ,  L h a t  i s  s t r o n g

enough  t o  enab le  t hem to  endu re  t he  sac r i f i ces  t ha t  a re  en -

t a i f e d  w h e n  o n e  d e c i d e s  t o  c o m m i t  o n e ' s  l i f e  a n d  o n e ' s  i n t e L -

l e c t u a l  a n d  p s y c h i c  e n e r g i e s  t o  t h e  r e v e r s a l -  o f  t h e  . l o n q e r

c y c l e  o f  d e c l i n e  b e f o r e  i t  r e a c h e s  t h e  p o - i n t  o f  n o  r e t u r n .
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THE DEVELOPMENT AND THE UNITY

OF LONERGAN'S NOTION OF CONVERSION

Michae l  L .  Rende

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a n  F r a n c r s c o

1 .  The  Deve lopmen t  o f  t he  No t i on

I  wou fd  l - i ke  t o  p ropose  a  gene ra l  v i ew  o f  Lone rgan rs
deve lopmen t  o f  t he  no t i on  o f  conve rs i on .  I n  such  a  gene ra l

v i e w  I  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h r e e  p e r i o d s .  T h e  f i r s t  o r  e a r l y  p e r i o d

i s  domrna ted  by  t he  wo rks  c race  and  F reedo r . l  and  Ve rbum.  I n
th i s  pe r i od ,  Lone rgan  $ ras  ch ie f l y  I abo r i ng  a t  t he  t ask  o f
" r e a c h i n g  u p  t o  t h e  m i n d  o f  A g u i n a s . " l  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d

t h a t  w e  m e e t  h i s  f i r s t  r e f r e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s
conve rs i on  and  h i s  f i r s t  t hough t  on  t he  no t i on  o f  i n t e l , l - ec tua r
conve rs i on .  The  second  o r  m ldd le  pe r i od  i s  p redom inan t l y

i n f l uenced  by  t he  wo rk  I ns i qh t .  Lone rgan  moved  ou t  o f  t he
exc lus i ve l y  Thom i - s t  con tex t  and  add ressed  t he  con tex t s  o f
mode rn  sc i ence  and  ph i - l osophy  w i t h  t he  gues t j _on ,  Wha t  do
we  do  when  we  know?  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  pe r i od  t ha t  h i s  r e f l ec t r on
on  t he  no t i on  o f  i n t e l - l - ec tua l  conve rs i on  reached  ma tu r r cy .
The  t h i r d  o r  l a t e r  pe r i od  i s  de f i ned  by  t he  wo rk  Me thod  i n
Theo Ioqv .  I n  t h i s  pe r i od ,  Lone rgan  i nves t i ga ted  t he  no t rons
o f  m e a n i n g ,  o f  h i s t o r i c i t y ,  a n d  o f  m e t h o d .  H e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d
i n t e . I l e c t u a l ,  m o r a l ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n s  a n d  r e l a t e d
them i n  t e rms  o f  va r i , ous  moda l i t i e s  o f  se l f - t r anscendence .

These  t h ree  pe r i ods  cons t i t u t e  t he  backg round  aga ins t  wh i ch
I  p ropose  t o  t r ace  Lone rgan ' s  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  no t i on  o f
conve rs ron .  Le t  us  no \ ^ /  cons ide r  each  o f  t hese  pe r i ods  i n
some  de ta i . l , .

The  f i r s t  pe r i od  i s  do rn i na ted  by  t he  wo rks  G race  and
F reedom and  ve rbum.  r n  G race  and  F reedom Lone rgan  i nves t i ga ted
the  deve lopmen t  o f  Aqu inas '  t hough t  on  ope raE l ve  g race .  The
inves t i ga t i on  was  based  on  a  t heo ry  o f  specu la t i ve  deve lop_
men t .  Lone rgan  con tended  t ha t  specu la t i ve  t heo logy  had  deve l_
oped  t h rough  gene ra t i ng  t echn i ca f  t e rms  f r om ea r r i e r  common
words  and  t h rough  gene ra t i ng  t heo loq i ca l  t heo rems  f r om p r ro r
common  no t r - ons -  Lone rgan  ma i -n ta i - ned  t ha t  Aqu inas '  t heo l0g i ca l
p rocedu re  \ , r as  sc i en t i - f i c ;  i t  was  a  ma t t e r  o f  o rde r i ng  t hese
t e r m s  a n d  t h e o r e m s  i n t o  i n t e l l i g i b l e  s y n t h e s e s .

cen tu r i es  ea r r i e r  Augus t i ne  had  d i - s t i ngu i shed  be t r ^ reen
ope ra t i ve  and  coope ra t l ve  g race .  Hov teve r ,  he  had  made  t h i s
d i s t anc t l on ,  no t  i n  o rde r  t o  c rea te  specu l - a t i ve  t heo logy ,

1 5 B



CONVERSION 1 5 9

but rather in order to meet the immediate chal lenge of  contro-

vers ies.  August ine did not  employ technical  terms and theorensl

he employed terms which were the common possession of  aI1.

Lone rgan  l - oca tes  Augus t i ne ' s  r e f l ec t i ons ,  t he re fo re ,  w i t h i n

a wor ld of  common sense apprehension.2 Nevertheless,  he points

out  that  August ine reveals "such a penetrat ion of  thought

and understandj .ng that  one must af f i rm the development of

specu la t i ve  t heo logy  a l r eady  t o  have  begun . "3

Agu inas  re ta i ned  Augus t j - ne ' s  d i s t i nc t i on  be tween  ope ra t i ve

and  coope ra t i ve  g race .  He  f u r t he r  d i s t i ngu i shed  be tween  hab i t -

ua1  and  ac tua l  g race .  Mo reove r ,  such  d i s t i nc t i ons  we re  no t

dra$rn to meet an immediate controversy,  but  rather theyemerged

from and were def ined in terms of  a theology or iented towards

specu la t i ve  cohe rence  and  comprehens i veness .  I n  t he  spec i f i c

case  o f  conve rs i on ,  Aqu inas  me t  t he  d i f f j - cu l t l e s  i nvo f ved

in  r econc i l i ng  God ' s  g race  and  human  I i be r t y  w i t h  a  p rec i se

theo log i ca l  t oo l  t he  sc i en t i f j - c  t heo rem.  He  subo rd ina ted

spec i f i c  t heo rems  t o  mo re  gene ra l  ones .  Thus ,  Aqu inas  f i xed

the meaning of  reI i .g i -ous conversj ,on through the lntegrat ion

o f  two  t heo rems .  F i r s t ,  acco rd i ng  t o  t he  t heo rem o f  un i ve r sa l -

i ns t r umen ta l j - t y ,  God  app l i es  a l - 1  agen t s  t o  t he i r  ac t i v i t i e s .

Second l y ,  acco rd i ng  t o  a  mo re  spec i f i c  t heo rem,  human  vo l i -

t i ona l  ac t i v i t y  un fo l ds  j - n  two  phases :  i n i t i a l l y  God  a l one

operates on the human wi l l  to make i t  good, and subsequent ly

He  coope ra tes  w i t h  a  good  w i l l  t o  g i ve  i t  good  pe r f o rmance .

Consequen t l y ,  i n  t he  Thom is t  con tex t ,  Lone rgan  f i r s t  began

to concej .ve the not j -on of  re l ig ious conversion in terms of

t he  re l a t i on  be tween  t echn i ca l  t heo rems .

I n  Ve rbum,  Lone rgan  sough t  t o  es tab f j , sh  t he  i n t e l l ec tu -

a l i sm  o f  Aqu j - nas .  I t  was  t he  ac t  o f  unde rs tand ing  wh i ch  was

cen t ra l  f o r  Aqu inas .  I n  G race  and  F reedom,  Lone rgan  had focused

on  Aqu inas '  s c i en t j . f i c  p rocedu re  o f  o rde r i ng  t heo rems .  S t i I 1 ,

even  i n  t h i s  ea r l i e r  ana l ys i s ,  Lone rgan  had  po in ted  ou t  t ha t

t he  p r i nc i p l e  wh i ch  syn thes i zed  t he  t heo rems ,  wh i ch  he ld

them toge the r  i n  an  i n t e l l j - g i b l e  un i t y ,  was  t he  ac t  o f  unde r -

s tand ing ,  I n  Ve rbum,  Lone rgan  i nves t i ga ted  Agu inas '  accoun t

o f  t he  p rocedu res  o f  t he  ra t i ona l  sou l .  I t  was  i n  t he  ra t i ona l

sou l  t ha t  Aqu inas  l oca ted  t he  na tu ra l  ana logy  f o r  t he  t r i n i -

t a r i an  p rocess ions .  Howeve r ,  wh i l e  Aqu inas t  accoun t  r e l i ed

on  A r i s t o t l e r s  meLaphys i ca l  psycho logy ,  Lone rgan  i ns i s t ed

tha t  i t  r e l i ed  more  p ro found l y  on  Augus t i ne r s  i n t e r i o r  " speech

o f  sp i r i t  w i t h i - n  sp i r i t . " 4  Fo r  Aqu inas ,  t he  cen t ra l  f ac to r
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\ r a s  t h e  s o u l ' s  s e l f - k n u d l e d g c  t h r o u g h  i L s  a c t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

W h a t  d i d  A q u i n d s  m e a n  b y  t h e  a c L  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d

b y  a n  i n t e l l l g i b l y  p r o c e e d i n g  i n n e r  w o r d ?  L o n e r g a n  p r o p o s e d

. r  m e f h o d  I  n  a n o r o a e h  t  h  i  s  , r r r e s t  i  o n  r v h i c h  w a s  b o t h  s  i  m n l  e

a n d  p r o f o u , : J .  f l e  w r o t e :  " a  m e L h o d  L i n g e d  w i t h  p o s i t i v i s m

w o u i d  n o L  u n d e r L a k e ,  a  m e i h o d  c f I e c t e d  b y  c o n c e p t u a l i s t  i l -

l . - r s i o n  c o u l d  n c t  c o n c r . . i v c ,  t h e  t a s k  o f  d e v e l o o i n g  o n e ' s  o w n

u n d e r s L a n d i n g  s o  a s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  A q u i n a s '  c o r n p r e h e n s i o n

r r i  r r n . r a r c l  : n r l i r r a  r n d  i  t s c  i  n t o l  I  r  a  i  h l  r r  r r r n n o a r i  i  n n  i  n n a r  w ^ r d  " 5o i r u  L  
" Y  

q r r u  f  r v f v r  l  y r  v !  s s u r r t Y

I n  L o n e r g a n ' s  v i e w ,  o n e  c a n  d e v e l o p  o n e ' s  u n d e r s L a n d i n g  t o

t  h . ,  n n  i  n  f  n  1 .  I  I  I  n r -  - ^ i  n . .  
" r h r  

I  A n , r  i  r r 1  c  m c a n t  h r r  i  n f a l  I  i  c o r oy v r r .  L  v r  e ! o - P f r i q  i \ l j u r r r G J  
" ' ! u I L  

v  j  ! L r L u r  l J  Y s ! s ,

( 2 )  g r a s p i r . g  w h a L  L o n e r g a n  m e a n t  b y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  ( 3 )

^ - - - ^ j - . -  . . , L - r  i n  o n e '  S  o w n  m i n d  v / h e n  o n e  u n d e r s t a n d s .Y !  o  r P a r r Y

T h r s  w a s  a  r e a f I i r m a t i o n  o f  A q u i n a s '  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n

s o r r l  t : n d e r s t a n d s  i L s e l f  t h r o u g h  i t s  a c t s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 6

T n  f h i  q  - n r i p v l -  T  h o l  i  o r : e  u p  . A n  . l i s c e f n  t h e  s e e d S  o f  i n t e l - -

l e c t u a l  c o n v e r s i o n  i n  " t h e  a c t  b y  w h i c h  r n t e f l e c t u a l  I i g h t

r a f l  o c t  q  h r r  i  n f o l  I  a - f  r r a  I  I  i  e h t  r r r i - n I  n ] : e t l c c t u a . L  I l g n t  t o

u n d e r s t a n d  i t s e l f  d n d  p r o n o u n c e  i t s  u n i v e r s a l  v a l i d i r . '  " 7

r - n n c o a r r o n t  I  r r  r  I  t  h n r r a h  A n '  r  i  n :  c  r a  I  i  a d  A r  i  q f n f  I  o r  q  - ^ f  .
e v l o L Y u L r r  L  r  I  r  q r L r r v u Y l  u P v r r  6 r

phys i ca l  psycho logy ,  h l s  accoun t  o f  t he  i nne r  wo rd  o f  human

i  n f o l  I  j  n o n n a  , n n q f  e l i r e c f l v  r c s f e c l  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a L  t h e  h u m a n

s o u l  c a n  r e f l e c t i v e l y  u n d e r s t a n d  i t s e l f .

I l i  t h i s  l i r s t ,  p e r i o d ,  w e  c d n  t r a c e  L o n e r g a n ' s  d e v e l o p i n g

a n n r F - i a f  i n n  n f  A o r l i p 3 g .  I n  G r a C e  3 ; 1 6 1  F r o o d n m  h c  : n n r a 6 6 h g f l'-......:,
A o r r  i  n a s  i  n  I  a r m s  o f  a  L h e o f v  o f  S n c c r r l  a f  i  v e  d c v e l n n m c n l '  .

i  n  V a r h n r  h e  a n n r c -  - " ^ '  f a r m s  o f  f h e  n r o e c 5 g  6 ff r r  v c r u u r  q P P r  u d u l  i s u  d \ l u r l l d >

d o r z o  I  n n i  n n  r r n d o r c i  I  n d  i  n n  ' t h o  I  - +  r ^ r  - h ^ r ^ a ^ h  t . , - -^ a f  t e r  a p p r o a c n  w a s  m o r e

r i  r r n r m  i  ̂  i d :  ;  n  i  n  c r : . a  r n d  F r a a d ^ m  r  ^ h ^ r ^ r ^  - h -  r  r , - ^ ^

c e s s i v e l  v  m o r e  o a n e r A  I  l - h e o l n q i c a  I  f h e o r e m s  w h o s e  S t r u c t u r e d

s r - n i h e s i  s  t i x e d  d n  a c t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n d :  o n  f h e  o f h o r  L - - r
v J  r r L r r L J r  u r r u E !  -  L o r r u  r  r r Y  t

i n  V e r b u m  h e  r e l r e s  o r r  t h e  s e l f - p o s s e s s i v e  a n d  r e f f e c t l v e

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  a c t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  b a s i c

f e a t u r c s  o f  s u c c e s s i v e  h e r m e n e u t i c a l  c i r c l e s .  I n  t h e  f o r m e r ,

t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e o r e m s  f i x  t h e  a c t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ;

i n  t h e  . l a t t e r  t h e  a c t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f i x e s  t h e  t e r m s  a n d

re la t i ons .  The  deve lopmen t  f r om Grace  and  F reedom to  Ve rbum

i s  d  m o v e m e n f  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  L h e o l o g i c a l  L h e o r e m s

f n  f  h o  r r a n a r r  l -  i  n c  i  n l - a  I  I  a n f  f  r n m  t h a ^ r \ /  f  ^  i  n f e r  i  n r  i  f  r r

I n  G r a c e  a n d  F r e e d o m ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  a n  e l e m e n t
'  r L - ^ r ^ - ,  ^ a l  s v q f F m :  i n  V c - h u m  i L  i s  t h e  r e f - l e c t  i v ev-S:-Y

s c l f - n o s s c s s i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  a c t  o f  u n d c r s f a n d i n o .
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The middl-e per iod is  dominated by Insiqht .  Lonergan

cont inued his ef for ts to c lar l fy  the dimensi-ons of  cogni t ional

inter ior i ty .  However,  he moved ar, ray f rom the intr lcacies

of  Thomist  interpretat ion and into the problem of  modern

cogni t ional  theory.  The advance of  the modern sciences repre-

sented both a new problem and a new resource.  Fi rst ,  modern

science heightened the contrast  between conmon sense and

theory,  between what is  pr ior  for  us and what is  pr ior  in

i t se l f .  Second l y ,  mode rn  sc i en t i s t s  have  p rov i ded  us  w i t h

many more acts of  understanding and have formulated them

wi th i n  r i go rous l y  s t r uc tu red  con tex t s .  Aqu inas  had  ma in ta i ned

that  we can understand ourselves through our acts of  under-

standing and Lonergan appl ied that  pr incip le to the realm

o f  mode rn  sc i en t i f i c  t heo ry .  Conseguen t l y ,  i n  I ns i qh t ,  he

used modern science as the scaf fo ld ing for  entry into the

rea lm  o f  cogn i t i ona l  i n t e r i o r i t y .

The  key  f ac to r  i n  I ns i qh t  i s  t he  se l f - app rop  r i a t i on

o f  t he  cogn i t i ona l  sub jec t .  Se l f - app rop r i a t i on  i s  a  ma t t e r

o f

one ' s  own  ra t i ona l -  se l f - consc iousness  c l ea r l y  and  d i s -
t i nc t l y  t ak i ng  possess ion  o f  i t se l f  as  r a t j - ona l -  se l f -
consc iousness .  Up  t o  t ha t  dec i s i ve  ach ievemen t ,  aL I
I e a d s .  F r o m  i t ,  a l l  f o l l o w s . s

Se l - f - a f f i rma t i on  i s  t he  cen t ra l  f ac to r  i n  I ns j - qh t .  F rom the

unde rs tand ing  o f  unde rs tand ing  and  f r om the  re f l ec t i ve  g rasp

o f  one ' s  cogn i t i ona l  ac t i v j . t y ,  one  p roceeds  t o  a  know ledge

of the broad l ines of  a l l  that  can be known, and thence to

a  c r j . t i ca l l y  based  me taphys i cs .  I n  t h i s  con tex t ,  i n t e l l ec tua l

conve rs i on  i s  a  r ea l i za t i on  t ha t  t he  su f f i c i en t  deve lopmen t

o f  unde rs tand ing  i s  a  c r i t e r i on  f o r  t he  rea l .  I n  t he  ac t

of  ref lect ive understanding one f inds not  only the immanenc

pe r fec t i on  o f  t he  cogn i t i ona l  sub jec t ,  bu t  a l so  t he  su f f i c i en t

bas i s  f r om wh i ch  t o  a f f i rm  know ledge  o f  be ing .  I n  summary ,

t he  i n t e l l ec tua l l y  conve r t ed  sub jec t  r ea l i zes  t ha t  i t  i s

i n  t he  ac t  o f  j udgmen t  t ha t  be ing  i s  known .

The later  per iod is  def ined by Method in TheoLoqv.  The

key not ions which determine the context  of  th is per iod are

mean ing ,  h i s t o r i c i t y ,  and  me thod .  Wh i l e  I ns i qh t t s  ana l ys i s

o f  t he  na tu ra l  s c i ences  was  su f f i c i en t  t o  p rov i de  a  p re l im in -

ary not i .on of  method, theoJ.ogical  method demands more.  Natural

sc i en t i s t s  seek  i ns i gh t s  i n t o  r anges  o f  da ta ;  on  t he  o the r

hand, theologians seek j .ns ights into the conmuni t ies and

tradi t ions which have formed their  own minds.  For the natural
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s c i e n t i s t ,  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  c o n s t i t u t . e d  i n i t i a l l y

b V  e x n e r i t r n f  i  a  I  c o n  j  r r c : f e q  a n e l  j - h o  i  n t , ^ ^ +  i  ^ r f  i  ^ ^  - , , h i o n tj  U Y q L E -  t r r v s - L a Y a L r " 9  r u v j L U L

i s  a n  i n c a r n a t i - o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s  t h e

n t t  r a  d p q i  r a  f n  k n n w  F ^ r  l - h a  l - h o a l n n i : n  f h o  a h i a n f  n f  i  h r , ^ d f  iL  L r s  v u j  c u  L

g a t l o n  i s ,  n o t  p u r e l y  e x p e r r e n t i a - I ,  b u t  a l r e a d y  c o n s t i t u t e d

b y  h u m a n  a c t s  o f  m e a n i n g ,  e . 9 . /  t e x t s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  m o v e m e n t s ,

a n d  f h e o l n o i e a l  C O n L r o V e r S i  e S .  T h e  i n v e s l - i o a  j ' i n o  s r r h i e c fr q v j  L v  u

i s ,  n o t  s i m p l y  a n  j n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u r e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w ,

b u t  a  s u b j e c t  c a u g h t  u p  v / j t h i n  a n  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c o m m u n a l ,  a n d

n e r s o n a  I  n r o c c q q  o f  d e r z o l n n m o n l .  T . ^ n a r d : n  L r r i  f a c .  l l T - d o o . i

h i s L o r i c i t y  a n d  h j s t o r y  a r e  r e L a t e d  a s  o b j e c t  t o  b e  k n o w n

a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s u b j e c t . " s  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t o  i n t r o d u c e  m e t h o d

i n t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s u b j e c t  t o

f r u i t f u l l y  r e f l e c t  u p o n  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  h i s t o r i c i t y  i n  o r d e r

t o  r e f l e c t i v e l y  g u i d e  i t s  m a k i n g  o f  h i s t o r y .

B e s i d e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  o n e ' s  h i s t o r i c i t y ,  t h e r e  i s

t h e  u n r e s t r i c t e d n e s s  o f  o n e ' s  i n t e n t i o n a - l i t y .  T h i s  j - s  a  f a c c o r

wh i ch  t r anscends  d i ve r se  cu l t u res  and  va r i ous  h i s t o r i ca l

e p o c h s .  I n  e v e r y  c u l t u r e  t h e r c  a r e  g o o d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .  I n  e a c h

h i s to r i ca l  epoch  t he re  a re  t hose  who  sea rch  f o r  t he  t r u th

a n d  s e e k  t o  I i v e  i n  i t s  l i g h t .  F u r t h e r ,  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t

i s  t h e  g i f t  o f  G o d ' s  l o v e .  f t  i s  a  t r a n s c u l t u r a l -  f a c t o r o f f e r e d

l - n  a r r a r r r a n o  i  n  :  I  I  ^ l  - ^ ^ -  - ^ ^  - +  -  I  1r v , , s  t , ,  a r !  p r a c e s  a n o  a r  a t t  t r m e s .  L o n e r g a n  w r i t e s :

" I t  i s  no t  r es t r i c t ed  t o  a r r y  s t age  o r  sec t i on  o f  human  cu l t u re

bu t  r a the r  i s  t he  p r i nc i p l e  t ha t  i n t r oduces  a  d imens ion  o f

o the r -wo r l d  l i ness  t o  any  cu l t u re . " r 0  Consequen tJ - y ,  Lone rgan

g rounds  t heo log i ca l  me thod  i n  t he  un res t r i c t ed  i n t end i - nq

o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  n o t i o n s .

I n  t h i s  l a t e r  p e r i o d  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  c o n c e i v e d

in  t e rns  o f  t he  no rms  o f  t heo log i ca t  p rocedu re .  Conve rs ron

t r a n s f o r m s  L h e  p e r s o n ,  m o v i n g  h j m  o r  h e r  i n t o  t h e  r e a l m s

s e t  u p  b y  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  n o t i o n s .

T h e o l  o o i a n s  A r e  h i s t o r i c a l  q r r h i o n f q  r n r i  c n  t - h o r r  n a a n  f a  - ^J v  L r r !  y  r r E s u  L U  I  e _

f l e c t  u p o n  t h e i r  p a s t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m s e l v e s .

H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  s e l f - u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c a n  t r a n s c e n d  h i s t o r y  w h e n

t h e y  a w a k e n  t o  t h e i r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  I n d e e d ,

r e l i g i o u s l y  c o n v e r t c d  s u b j e c t s  a r e  s u b j e c t s  i n  a n  u n r e s t r i c t e d

s ta te  o f  l - ove  and  t ha t  s t a te  bo th  cons t i t u t es  t he i_ r  i nmos t

b e i n g  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a  n o r m  f o r  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  a c t i v i t v .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  t h e  I a t e r  p e r i o d  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  c o n c e i v e d

i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n c r e t e  n o r m s  w h i c h  g u i d e  h i s t o r i c a l  s u b ; e c r s .

I n  summary ,  conve rs i on  has  been  f o rmu l , a ted  i n  seve ra l
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di f ferent  manners.  In Grace and Freedom, i t  was conceived

in  t e rms  o f  t echn i ca l  t heo rems .  I n  Ve rbum,  i t  was  d i scussed

j .n terns of  inte l lectual  l ight .  In Iggig! ! ,  i t  was a matter

o f  t he  re f l ec t i ve  se l f - app rop r i a t i on  o f  t he  sub jec t .  I n  Me thod

in Theoloqy,  i t  was a movement into the hor izon of  the t rans-

cendental  not ions.  As a basj .c statement I  would say that

Lone rgan  i n i t i a l l y  t hough t  o f  t he  no t i on  o f  conve rs i on  w i t h i n

the real-m of  tbeory (Grace and Freedom).  He gradual ly  came

to  conce i ve  i t  i n  t e rms  o f  t he  rea lm  o f  i n t e r i o r i t y  (Ve rbum

and  I ns i qh t ) .  F i na l I y ,  he  conce i ved  t he  no t i on  o f  conve rs i on

with in the realm of  method and the or ientat ion of  human sub-

j ec t s  t o  t he  rea fm  o f  t he  t r anscenden t  (Me thod  i n  Theo loqv ) '

2 .  The  Un i t v  o f  t he  No t i on

Whi le i t  j -s  inportant  to know about the succession of

contexts through which the not ion of  conversion has been

developed, i t  j .s  aLso important  to understand the not ion

i n  i t s  un i t y .  Conseguen t l y ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  p ropose  a  gene ra l

accoun t  o f  t he  un i t y  p resen t  i n  t he  d i s t i nc t  no t i ons  o f  r e l i -

g i ous ,  mo ra1 ,  and  i n t e l - l ec tua f  conve rs i on .

R e l i g i o u s C o n v e r s i o n

Re l i g i ous  conve rs i on  i s  t he  g i f t  o f  God ' s  l ove  f l ood ing

our hearts.  In our i runost  being,  we exper i -ence the j -ndwel l ing

o f  God ts  un res t r i c t ed  accep tance  and  f avo r .  Such  an  even t

occu rs ,  no t  on  t he  emp i r i ca l  f eve l  o f  t he  f l ow  o f  sens ib l e

da ta ,  no r  on  t he  l n t e l l i gen t  l eve l  o f  t h i nk i ng  and  suppos ing '

no r  aga in  on  t he  ra t i ona l  1eve l  o f  c r i t i c i z i ng  and  j udg ing .

f ns tead ,  God ' s  g race  i s  pou red  i n t o  t ha t  pa r t  o f  ou r  consc ious -

ness  wh i ch  i s  conce rned  $ t i t h  pe rsona l  ex i s t ence .  I ndeed t

the i .ndwelJ- ing of  Godrs Love occurs concurrent ly  wi th our

discovery of  our t rue selves.  The t rue sel f  which $re discover

i s  wo r thwh i l e  and  s i gn i f i can t .  Consequen t l y ,  I  wou ld  say

tha t  r e l i g i ous  conve rs i on  i s  t he  d i scove ry  o f  ou rse l ves  as

wo r thwh i l e  and  s i gn i f i can t  because  we  ex i s t  i n  God ' s l ove . r r

The discovery of  God's love dwel l ing at  the very heart

o f  ou r  ex i s t ence  i s  a  9 i f t .  h l e  f ee l  immeasu rab l y  b l essed

because God has chosen to love us.  We rea. l ize that  our l ives

are important  because God has entered them. Yet,  God's love

is unmeri ted.  We are important  and valuable because God loves

usi  God does not  love us because vre are important  and valuable-

Godts love does not  depend on our achievements or  on our

v i r t ues . r2  God ' s  l ove  i s  no t  g i ven  because  o f  any th i ng  \ ' / e
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h a v e  s a i d  o r  d o n e .  R a t h e r ,  I i k e  t h e  p a r e n t s  b e h o l d i , n g  t h e i r

q l c c n i n o  c h  i  I  r i  I  o r r c  i  q  f n c r r q o d  r r n n n  l - h e  r z a r r r  h a i  n a  c i m i  I  : r l  r rw ! !  
J  

v e r r r Y

G o d ' s  L o v e  i s  f o c u s e d  u p o n  o u r  b e i n g ,  H o w e v e r ,  G o d ' s  l o v e

i s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  o u r  m e a n i n g  a n d  v a l u e ;  i t  i s  t h e

g r o u n d  o f  o u r  b e i n g .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i n  a  s p e c i a l  s e n s e ,  G o d ' s

I  n r r e  i  c  n r r r  r r a r r r  h e. - - r  - J r n 9 .

G o d ' s  l o v e  f l o o d s  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  g r o u n d s  o u r  e x i s t e n c e

i  h  -  i . , n - - i  ^  - t s a i 6  n f  h o i  n n  i  n  I  a r r o  T h a f  i u h - h i  ^  - r -r n  a  o y n a n l c  s t a f L  ^ . .  - _ . J .  l n d L  O y n a m l c  s t a c e  I S

t h e  p r i n c i p l c  o f  s u b s e q u e n t  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g  a c t s  o f  l o v e .

" W e  a r e  t o  J , o v e ,  t h e n ,  b e c a u s e  H e  I o v e d  u s  f i r s t "  ( I  J o h n

4 : 1 9 ) .  W e  a r e  t o  l o v e  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  o u t  o f  c o d ' s  l o v e  o v e r -

f l o w i n g  i n  o u r  h e a r t s .  O u r  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t s  o f  k i n d n e s s ,  g o o d -

n e s s ,  f i d e l i t y ,  g e n t l e n e s s ,  a n d  s e l f - c o n t r o l  ( G a I .  5 : 2 2 1

f f o w  f r o m  t h a t  d e e p e r  d y n a m i c  s t a t e .  S i n c e  c o d r s  u n r e s t r i c t e d

I o v e  h a s  c o n v i n c e d  u s  o f  o u r  w o r t h  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t h e r e

i s  n o  f e l t  n e e d  t o  e s t a b l i - s h  o u r  v a l u e  b y  d l m i n i s h i n g  o t h e r s .

I n d e e d ,  o u r  i n n e r  p e a c e  a n d  f r e e d o r n  p e r n r i t  u s  t o  m o r e  c l e a r l y

n e r n e i  r z o  l - h o  f  r n o  : n d  ' n \ / c f a r  i  ^ r ' c  r r r  I  r r a  n f  n t s h a r . __ - : sons .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w e  c a n  a c t u a l l y  d o  t h e  E o o d  w i t h  e a s e  b e c a u s e

we  a re  i n  l ove .

I n v e r s e l y ,  d e a t h  i s  t h e  f l n a l -  a n d  c h i e f  f a c t  f o r  t h e

u n c o n v e r t e d  s u b j e c t .  M o s t  p e o p l e  s j - m p l y  p a s s  f r o m  t h i s  I i f e

a n d  a r e  f o r q o t t e n .  N o r  i s  t h e r e  c o m f o r t  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

t h j - s  l o t  i s  s h a r e d  i n  c o m m o n .  N o r ,  a g a i n ,  d o e s  t h e  f a c t i c i t y

o f  d e a t h  c o n f i n e  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  o n e ' s  l i f e .

W h a t  i s  L h e  p o i n t  o f  p u r s u i n g  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e  m e a n -

i n g  o f  o n e ' s  p u r e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w ,  i f  d e a t h  c u t s  s h o r t  o n e ' s

e x i s t e n c e  a f t e r  a  f e w  d e c a d e s ?  A g a i n ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  p o i n t  o f

wo rk i ng  so  ha rd  and  wha t  i s  t he  g rood  o f  one ' s  pu re  des i r e

f o r  v a l u e ,  j - f  o n e ' s  l i f e  i s  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a  w o r t h l e s s  s t a t i s t i c ?

F ina I I y ,  why  l ove  and  why  su r rende r  t o  t he  dynam ic  e ros  o f

h u m a n  l i v i n g ,  i f  t h e  c o s m o s  i s  a  s i l e n t  a n d  e m p t y  t o m b ?  C o n -

s e q u e n t l y ,  f o r  t h e  u n c o n v e r t e d  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  b r u t e  f a c t  o f

d e a t h  n o t  o n l y  s t a n d s  w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  l i f e  b u t  a l s o

s u b v e r t s  e v e n  p a r t i a l  a n d  i n t e r i m  p r e t e n s e s  o f  m e a n i n g  a n d

v a . l u e .

Dea th  i s  a  f ac t  f o r  bo th  t he  re l i g j - ous I y  conve r t ed  and

t h e  r e l i g i o u s l y  u n c o n v e r t e d  p e r s o n .  F o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s l y  c o n -

v e r t e d  p e r s o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  f l o o d e d  w i t h  G o d ' s  l o v e ,  d e a t h  h a s

b e e n  o v e r c o m e .  W i t h  S t .  P a u l - ,  w e  c a n  b e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  n o t h i n g ,

no t  even  dea th ,  can  come  be tween  us  and  God ' s  l - ove  (Rom.

B : 3 8 ) .  T h e  r e l i g i o u s l y  c o n v e r t e d  p e r s o n  i s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n
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an hor izon rr rh ich subverts the fact ic i ty  of  deathi  death no

longe r  has  an  u l t ima te  s i gn i f i cance .  One  can  f u l l y  su r rende r

to  one t s  des i r e  f o r  un res t r i c t ed  1ove .  Howeve r ,  i f  Love  sub -

ve r t s  t he  u l t imacy  o f  dea th ,  neve r t he less  t he  re l evance  o f

dea th  r ema ins .  To  l ove  one ' s  ne ighbo r  means  t o  d i e  t o  l i f e

on the basis of  compet ing egoism. To be open to the inner

movenen ts  o f  t he  Ho Iy  Sp i r i t  means  t o  d i e  t o  one ' s  ch i l d i sh

fea rs  and  w i shes .  F i na l l y ,  t he  re l i g i ous l y  conve r t ed  sub jec t

wi l l  a lways need to pray along wi th Jesus in the garden of

Ge thsemane :  "Neve r t he less  Fa the r ,  no t  my  w i l l  bu t  You rs "

l L k .  2 2 2 4 2 1 .

The  un res t r i c t ed  s ta te  o f  be ing  i n  l ove  i s  t he  u l t ima te

p r i nc i p l e  o f  t he  conve r t ed  pe rson ' s  l i f e .  I t  unde rp ins ,  pene -

trates,  and promotes forward operat ions on the successive

Ieve l s  o f  consc j - ousness . r3  I t  i s  a  p r i nc i p l e  wh i - ch  o r i g i na tes

p r i o r  t o  consc iousness  and  t e rm ina tes  i n  a  r ea l i t y  beyond

consc iousness .  Thus ,  when  t he  sub jec t  su r rende rs  t o  God ' s

un res t r i c t ed  l ove ,  i t  i s  su r rende r i ng  t o  a  r ea l i t y  wh i ch

p recedes  and  t r anscends  consc ious  con t ro l .  The  i nd i v i dua l

can  pe rce i ve  such  a  su r rende r  o f  consc ious  con t ro l  as  a  k i nd

o f  dea th .  Fo r  examp le ,  t he  phys i ca l  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  i nd i v i d -

ual-  had been a matter  of  gradual ly  gain ing contro l  over physi-

ca l  ope ra t i ons .  Aga in ,  t he  psych i c  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  i nd i v i . d -

ua l  had  been  a  ma t t e r  o f  ga in i ng  some  fam i l i a r i t y  w i t h  and

mas te r y  ove r  f ee l i ngs .  Consequen t l y ,  when  t he  i nd i v i dua l

i s  i nv i t ed  t o  su r rende r  t o  a  p r i nc i p l e  ove r  wh i ch  t he re  i s

no  consc j - ous  con t ro l ,  t h i s  i s  pe rce i ved  as  an  i nv i t a t i on

to  dea th -

Re l i g i ous  conve rs i on  t u rns  o rd i na ry  l i f e  ups ide  down .

The  f ea r f u l  i nd i v i dua l ' s  pe rcep t i on  o f  dea th  i s  t r ans fo rmed

in to  t he  l ov i ng  pe rson ' s  accep tance  o f  t he  way  t o  new  l i f e .

Thus  Jesus  says :  "Un less  a  g ra i n  o f  whea t  f a l l s  on  t he  g round

a n d  d i e s ,  i t  y i e l d s  a  r i c h  h a r v e s t "  ( J o h n  1 2 : 2 4 1 .  T h e  r e l - i -

g i ous l y  conve r t ed  pe rson  d i scove rs  i t s  t r ue  se l f  i n  God ' s

I ove ;  consequen t l y ,  t he  pe rson  can  l i ve  ou t  t ha t  d i scove ry

by surrender ing ever more fu l ly  to that  love.  On the other

hand ,  t he  re l i g i ous l y  unconve r t ed  pe rson  i s  dom ina ted  by

dea th  and  has  no  reason  t o  su r rende r  t o  t he  dvnam ism o f  se l f -

t r anscendence .

Moral  Conver L o n

I o tr

Moral conversion is the free response of the moral subiect
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t o  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  n o t i o n  o f  v a 1 u e .  T h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l

n o t i o n  o f  v a l u e  i s  n o t  L h e  n o t t o n  o I  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  g o o d ,

no r  t he  no t i ons  i n f o rm ing  t he  conc re te  s t r uc tu res  wh i ch  i nsu re

L h e  r e c u r r e n c c  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  g o o d s ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  g o o d  o f

o r d e r . l q  I  w o u l d  i d e n t i f v  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  n o t i - o n  o f  v a l u e

. , :  I  L  ^  j . , - - -  I  ^  , - r  - t ^  ^ F  +  - ^ ^ a ^ ^  T t  I  -  ^ ! , ^ h  r  n t r n - h  i  ^  e + - + ^u 1 , , o , . , ! !  . " - r e  o f  f r e e d o m .  I t  i s  s u c h  a  d y n a m i c  s u o u c l

-  ^ - i  r , -  F ^  n n c c a c c  i  n n  h r r i  r : f h a r  a  q  :  n n q q  i  l - r i  I  i  f r ra  P !  t  v a L e  y u J J r J J r v r r  ,  v u  L  q  y v - r r ! f  r f  L  I

i n  w h i c h  a I L  p e r s o n s  a r e  i n v j l e d  t o  s h a r e .  C o n s e g u e n t l y ,

i n  m o r a l  c o n v e r s i o n ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  f r e e l y  r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  d y n a m i c

t h r u s t  t o w a r d s  f r e e d o m  f o r  i t s e l - f  a n d  f o r  o t h e r s .

The  t h rus t  o f  t he  mora l  sub jec t  t owa rds  t he  t r anscenden -

t a l  n o t i o r r  o f  v a l - u e  i s  c o n c r e t e l v  a c t u a t e d  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n .

A s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a )  ,  i L  i s  o r i e n t e d  b e y o n d  a I l  p a r L i c u l a r  g o o d s

and  a l - 1  conc re te  soc ia l  and  cu l - t u ra l  o rde rs .  As  t he  immanen t

t h r u s t  o f  a  c o n c r e t e  s u b j e c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  i n

t h e  c h o i c e  o i  , : a r t i c u l a r  g o o d s  a n d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t

o f  s o r n e  g o o c t  o f  o r d e r .  T h e  a c t  o f  d e c i s r o n ,  t h e n ,  t - s  t h e

r e a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  o r j - e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s

a  goodness  beyond  a l 1  c r i t i c i sm  and  t owa rds  an  un res t r i c t ed

f r e e d o m .  I n  t h e  a c t  o f  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  m o r a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d

f e e l i n g s ,  t h e  d e l i b e r a L j o n  a n d  e v a l u a L j o n ,  o f  t h e  p e r s o n

c o m e  t o  f r u i t i o n .  T h e  p e r s o n  o p e r a L e s  n e i t h e r  a r b i t r a r i l y

n o r  c o m p u l s i v e l y ,  b u t  w i L h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  f r e e -

d o m .  T h e  a c t  o f  d e c i s i o n  i s  m o r c ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a n  L h e  i m m a n e n t

n c r f c e l -  i o n  o f  f h c  r e q n o n q i h l  c  n o r s o n  W i t h  t h e  a c t  o f  d e c i s i o n

b e g i n s  t h e  r e a l  s e l f - t r a n s c e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  - -  L h e  t r a n s -

f o r m a t i o n  o f  m o r a l  i n L e n t i o n a l i t y  j n t o  m o r a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .

T h e  p e r s o n  t r a n s f o r m s  L h e  w o r l d  - i n  t h e  l i q h t  o f  i t s  r e s p o n -

s i b l e  d e c i s i o n s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t  o f  d e c i s i o n ,

t h e  m o r a l  p c r s o n  b o t h  c o n s t i t u t e s  i t s e l f  a s  m o r e  p r o x i m a t e l y

c a n a h l  e  o f  f r e e  a c f  r  r r  i  f v  a n d  r o n s t  i  f r r t e s  t h e  w o r l d  a s  a  f r e e r

r J l a c e .

F o r  t h e  m o r a l l y  c o n v e r L e d  p e r s o n ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c r i t e r i o n

n f  m n r : l  I  i  v i n r r  i  s  t h c  n r r r e  d e t a c h e d  d e s i r e  f o r  f r e e d o m .

D : r f  i  n r r  I  :  r  n n n d q  n a n  h o  i  r r d n a r t  t  n  h a  f - , ,  r  , '  ^ -  ^ - r  . ,  - ^ ^ - r o n i  I  r ry v v v J  u u ' r  v s  J  u u y e v  u f  ] /  u r  v r r f  y  o  v P o  !  s r r  L  r I

g o o d  i n a s m u c h  a s  t h e y  p r o m o t e  o r  f a i l  L o  p r o m o t e  f r e e d o m .

S i m i l - a r 1 y .  t h e  g o o d  o f  o r d e r  m u s t  b e  j u d g e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  i t s

p r o m o L i o n  o f  f r e e d o m .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o r a l l y  c o n v e r t e d  p e r s o n

i  q  n o l  w c f  a  m o r a  I  I  v  n e r f c c f  n p r s ( ) n .  I  f  h a s  v c f  f o  a n n r e h e n d

t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  h u m a n  a u t h e n t i c i t y  a n d  f r e e d o m ;  i t  h a s  y e t

t o  ach ieve  t he  spon taneous  and  " sus ta rned  se l - f - t r anscendence

o f  t h e  v i r t u o u s  m a n . " ' s  T h e  m o r a l l y  c o n v e r t e d  p e r s o n  h a s  t o
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deve lop  i n  know ledge  and  i n  mo ra l  f ee l i ngs .  Howeve r ,  even

wh i l e  I ea rn i ng ,  t he  mora l l y  conve r t ed  pe rson  a l r eady  possesses

the  needed  c r l t e r i on  f o r  d i sce rnmen t ,  name ly ,  t he  pu re  de tached

des i r e  f o r  f r eedom.

T n w e r s e ' l v -  s a t j - s f a c t i o n  i s  t h e  f i n a l  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h e

mora l l y  unconve r t ed  pe rson .  F rom expe r i ence ,  i t  knows  t he

good  o f  pa r t i cu l a r  ob jec t s .  I t  knows  t he  sa t i s f ac t i on  o f

m e e t i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  n e e d s ,  e . g . r  a  g o o d  m e a l  o r  a  s o u n d  n i g h t ' s

s l eep .  F rom the  deve lopmen t  o f  unde rs tand ing  and  f ee l i ng '

i t  knows  t he  va lue  o f  t he  good  o f  o rde r .  I t  knows  t he  e f f i cacy

and  t he  secu r i t y  o f  a  soc ia l  and  econom ic  o rde r  t ha t  wo rks .

On  t hese  l eve l s ,  t he  mora l l y  unconve r t ed  pe rson  f ee l s  secu re

i . n  i den t i f y i ng  t he  good  w i t h  t ha t  wh j . ch  sa t i s f i es .

Ho$ reve r ,  i n  t ime  t he  sa t i s f ac t i on  o f  t he  mora l l y  uncon -

ve r t ed  pe rson  can  t u rn  t o  despa i r .  Whe the r  acknow ledged  o r

nn f  t - ha  h r r r o  and  de tached  des i r e  f o r  f r eedom unde r l i es ,r r v e  t

pene t ra tes ,  and  t r ans fo rms  t he  h i e ra r chy  o f  sa t j - s f ac t i ons

and  goods .  F reedom canno t  be  f ound  on  t he  l eve l  o f  pa r t i cu l a r

goods ,  no r  on  t he  1eve l  o f  t he  good  o f  o rde r .  F reedom i s  t o  be

found  onJ -y  i n  su r rende r  t o  t he  pu re  and  de tached  des i r e .

The  g l amou r  and  a t t r ac t i veness  o f  pa r t i cu l a r  goods  can  qu i ck l y

van i sh .  The  f ee l i ngs  o f  exc i t emen t  and  oppo r tun i t y  a t  t he

ou t se t  o f  a  ma r r i age ,  a  ca ree r ,  o r  any  new  ven tu re  can  sou r .

One  seeks  new  oppo r tun i t i e s ,  new  cha l l - enges ,  and  new  s t imu fa -

t i on .  Ye t ,  because  t hey  a re  on  t he  same  l eve l ,  t hey  a re  sub -

j ec t  t o  t he  sane  unsa t i s f ac to r i ness .  Tha t  unsa t i s f ac to r i ness

i s  g rounded  i n  t he  rea l  ye t  unacknow ledged  f r us t r a t i on  o f

t he  pu re  and  un res t r i c t ed  des i r e  f o r  f r eedom.

L ibe ra t i on  l i e s  i n  su r rende r  t o  t he  pu re  de tached  des i r e

fo r  f r eedom.  Th i s  des i r e  i nc l udes  t he  des i r e  f o r  mean ing

and  va lue  because  t he re  i s  no  f r eedom w i t hou t  t hese  d imens ions .

Both the moral ly  converted person and the moraIJ-y unconverted

pe rson  expe r i ence  t h i s  des i r e .  Ho$ reve r ,  on l y  t he  f o rmer  has

decided to nake i t  normat ive.  The moral ly  unconverted person

is domj-nated by insistent  cravings and by contract j -ng fears.

Fo r  examp le ,  t o  g j , ve  f r ee  re i n  t o  one t s  pu re  des i r e  t o  know

means wi thdrawing f rom the race to accumul-ate as many consumer

goods  as  poss ib l e ;  i t  means  f o r sak ing  one rs  anx ie t i es  abou t

mak ing  a  ma rk  i n  t he  wo r l d ,  o r  r i s i ng  i n  t he  es teem o f  one ' s

soc ia l  g roup .  Aga in ,  t o  exe rc i se  one ' s  pu re  des i r e  f o r  f r eedom

means dying to one's fears concerning the unknown and to

one ' s  c rav i ngs  f o r  secu r i t y ;  i t  neans  b reak ing  away  f r om
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o i l e r s  se t t l ed  r ou t i nes .  Fo r  t he  mora l l - y  unconve r t ed  pe rson ,

t he  po ten t i a l  r ewa rds  o f  such  exe rc i ses  a re  t oo  d i s t an t  t o

o u t w e i g h  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g  i m m e d i a t e  d e s i r e s  a n d

o f  c a l m i n g  n a g g i n g  f e a r s .

Mo ra f  conve rs i on  reve rses  t he  dom inance  o f  sa t i s f ac t i on

ove r  des i r e .  The  mora l l y  unconve r t ed  pe rson  co r rec t l y  app re -

h e n d s  t h a t  g o o d s  s a t i s f y .  f n  f a c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r  g o o d s  a n d  a

s m o o t h l y  o p e r a t i n g  g o o d  o f  o r d e r  c a n  b e  s a t i s f y i n g .  H o w e v e r f

t he  c r i t e r i on  f o r  t he  good  i s  no t  sa t i s f ac t i on  bu t  des i r e .

U n l e s s  o n e  s u r r e n d e r s  t o  o n e ' s  p u r e  d e s i r e  f o r  v a l u e  a n d

t o  o n e ' s  u n r e s t r i c t e d  d e s i r e  f o r  f r e e d o m ,  o n e  u l t i m a t e l y

f a c e s  d e s p a i r .  B y  r n a k i n g  d e  f a c t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  n o r m a t i v e ,

t h e  u n c o n v e r t e d  s u b j e c t  f r u s t r a t e s  a n d  d e g r a d e s  t h e  p u r e

d e s i r e  f o r  f r e e d o m .  E v e n t u a I I y ,  e v e n  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  p r o v i d e d

b y  c a t e g o r i c a l  g o o d s  i s  s p o i l e d .  r n  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  S t .  L u k e ,

J e s u s  s a y s :  " T h a t  i s  w h y  I  a m  t e l f i n g  y o u  n o t  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t

you r  l j . f e  and  wha t  you  a re  t o  ea t ,  no r  abou t  you r  body  and

how you  a re  t o  c l o the  i t  No ,  se t  you r  hea r t s  on  H i s

k i n g d o m ,  a n d  t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  w i I I  b e  g i v e n  y o u  a s  w e I I "

( L u k e  1 2 : 2 2 ,  3 1 ) .  S i m i I a r l y ,  m o r a l  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  a  m a t t e r

o f  s e f l i n o  o n e r s  h e a r t  o n  f h e  n r r r q r r i f  o f  v a l u e  a n d  o f  S u r r e n -

de r j - ng  t o  t he  pu re  de tached  des j , r e  f o r  f r eedom.

I n t e l - l e c t u a l C o n v e r s i o n

I n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i -

c a n c e  o f  t h e  p u r e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w .  T h e  p u r e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w

i s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  u n d e r p i n s ,  p e n e t r a t e s  a n d  p r o m o t e s

f o r w a r d  a I I  o f  o u r  c o g n i t i o n a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  I t  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e

w h i c h  a w a k e n s  q u e s t i o n i n g .  I t  d r a w s  t h e  o b j e c t s ,  e v e n t s  a n d

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  o r d i n a r y  I i v i n g  o u t  o f  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  c o n -

t ex t s  and  i n t o  t he  con tex t  o f  e l emen ta l  wonde r .  I t  f r ees

t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  m e m o r y  a n d  a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  c o n a t i o n  a n d  i m a g i n a -

t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  r o u t r n e s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  I i v i n g  a n d  e n l i s t s  t h e m

i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  q u e s t i o n i n g .  A g a i n ,  i t  i s  t h e

p u r e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  w h i c h  p o s e s  a n d  s u s t a i n s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s

w h l c h  l e a d  t o  i n s i g h t s .  I t  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  g u i d e s

t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  d e f i n i t l o n s ,

t h e o r e m s ,  a n d  s y s t e m s .  A g a i n ,  i t  i s  t h e  p u r e  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w

wh ich  p romo tes  t he  sub jec t  f r om  the  l eve I  o f  i n t e l l i gen t

f o r rnu la t i on  t o  t he  l eve l  o f  r a t i ona l  j udgmen t .  I t  i s  t he

p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  r a i s e s  a n d  s u s t a i n s  t h e  c r i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n

I s  i t  s o ?  a n d  g u i d e s  r e f l e c t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e

m a r s h a l l i n g  a n d  w e i g h i n g  o f  e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  r a t i o n a l l y
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proceeding judgment.  Fj .naI Iy,  i t  is  the pure desire to know

which or ients us beyond al l  present cogni t ional  achievenents

towa rds  t he  d i s t an t  goa l  o f  t he  t o ta l i t y  o f  be ing .

The pure desire to know is an unrestr j -c ted intent ion

o f  be ing .  Aqu inas  a f f i rmed  t ha t  man  i s  a  po tency  i n  t he  rea lm

o f  i n t e l l ec tua l  subs tances ;  Lone rgan  a f f i rms  t ha t  t he  pu re

des i r e  t o  know  i s  on l y  a  des i r e .  I f  $ re  a re  t o  f u l f i l l  t ha t

un res t r i c t ed  i n t en t i on ,  t o  ac tua te  t ha t  i n f i n i t e  po tency ,

t o  sa t i s f y  t ha t  pu re  des i r e ,  we  mus t  f i r s t  t u rn  t owa rds  t he

sensible wor1d.  Consequent ly,  the pure desire to know i ,s

more  t han  an  immanen t  p r i nc i p l e  gu id i ng  cogn i t i ona l  ope ra t i ons

to  pe r f ec t i on ;  i t  i s  a  p r i nc i p l - e  t ha t  l eads  us  f r om i gno rance

to  know ledge .  I t  i s  t he  i n t en t i on  o f  be ing .

The  i n t e l l ec tua l l y  conve r t ed  sub jec t  r ecogn i zes  i n  t he

ob jec t  o f  sensa t i on ,  no t  wha t  i t  v ran t s  t o  know ,  bu t  t he  ma te r -

i a1  bas i s  f o r  wha t  i t  wan t s  t o  know .  I t  r ega rds  t he  sens ib l e

ob jec t ,  ne i t he r  as  r ea l  no r  un rea l ,  ne i t he r  as  a  be ing  no r

as  a  non -be ing .  The  sens ib l e  ob jec t  i s  da ta  f o r  unde rs tand ing ,

t he  ma te r j . a l  f o r  i ns i gh t .  Aga in ,  t he  i n t e l l ec tua l l y  conve r t ed

sub jec t  r ecogn i zes  i n  a  s i ng le  i ns i gh t ,  i n  t he  c l us te r i ng

o f  i ns i gh t s ,  and  i n  t he  d i scove r i es  o f  s c i ence ,  no t  wha t

i t  i n t ends  t o  know ,  bu t  t he  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  t ha t  m igh t  be

re l evan t  t o  wha t  i t  i n t ends  t o  know .  I t  r ega rds  t he  i dea ,

t he  t heo rem,  and  t he  sys tem,  ne i t he r  as  t r ue  no r  f a I se ,  ne i t he r

as  f ac t s  no r  as  e r ro r s .  A l l  f o rmu la t i ons  o f  d i r ec t  unde r -

s tand ing  a re  me re l y  hypo theses  wh i ch  s tand  i n  need  o f  ve r i f i -

ca t i on .  The  i n t e l l ec tua l l y  conve r t ed  sub jec t  r ecogn i zes  i n

t he  p roduc t s  o f  unde rs tand ing ,  i n  i t s  cond i t i oned  f o rmu la t i ons ,

t he  ma te r i a l  bas i s  f o r  t he  re f l ec t i ve  ques t i on  - -  I s  i t  so?

The  un res t r i c t ed  i n t en t i on  o f  be ing  reaches  a  pa r t i a l

bu t  ac tua l  f u l f i l - 1men t  i n  t he  ac t  o f  j udgmen t .  I n  t h i s  l i f e ,

ou r  ac t s  o f  unde rs tand ing  a re  a lwayd  cond i t i oned .  They  a re

always acts wi th respect  to some determinate content .  We

do not  purely and s imply understand;  we understand something.

Thus ,  one  aspec t  o f  ou r  r a t i ona l  na tu re  i s  t he  f ac t  t ha t

we  rnus t  p roceed  p i ecemea l ,  one  s tep  a t  a  t ime ,  accumu la t i ng

and combining indiv idual-  ins ights.  We understand f i rs t  one

th i ng ,  t hen  ano the r ,  un t i l  bo th  i ns l gh t s  a re  i n t eg ra ted  i n

a higher v iewpoint .  The unrestr ic ted intent ion of  being can

provide a cr i ter ion or  standard for  our developing under-

s tand ing  because ,  a l t hough  t he  un res t r i c t ed  i n t en t i on  i s

not  i tseLf  knowJ-edge, i t  is  an ant ic ipat ion of  the act  through
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wh ich  knowJ ,edge  i s  ach ieved .  I t  i s  an  an t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he

ac t  o f  cogn i t i ona l  se l - f - t r anscendence .  I n  t he  ac t  o f  r e f l ec -

t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c o n v e r t e d  s u b j e c t

a c t u a t e s  t h a t  a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  w h e t s  i t s  a p p e t i t e .  I n  t h e  a c t

o f  j u d g m e n t ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c o n v e r t e d  s u b j e c t  p a r t i a l l y

b u t  a c t u a l l y  s a t i s f i e s  t h a t  u n r e s t r i c t e d  i n t e n t i o n  o f  b e i n g .

I n te l l ec tua l  conve rs i on  reve rses  t he  dom i ,nance  o f  t he

n h i o n i -  n r r a r  i n f o n t i ^ h r l i f '  t 6  T - i t i . l  l . /  f h e  s r r h i c c t  i  s  i- - - - - - - - - u r r d r r L y .  r r r r L t a t r J '  L ' q  r u v J L e L  t '  g n O f -

an t .  I t  knows  ne j - t he r  abou t  e l emen ta r y  ob jec t s  no r  abou t

i t s e l f .  S t i l I ,  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t

i t s  i m m e d i a t e  e n v j " r o n m e n t .  T h e  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t

i s  a  l a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  s u b j e c t  m a s t e r s  e l e m e n t a r y  o b j e c t s

- ^ i  i  I  i  -  f h - ^ , r ^ h  f h o  r r n A a r c l . r n d  i  n c  a f  o  I  o m o n f a r r r  6 l - | i ^ ^ f rd I l U  I  L  I S  L I r I  9 u g I r  u r r u L t  J  r u r r s r r r Y  s  r c r r r s r r u q r  J  v v J c u L -

F h : f  f h c  s r r b i e c t  . : n  f r a c i  n  f o  t t n d e r q l - : n d  i  f s e l  f  -  i  f s  a c t sr u v j s v  L

o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  i t s  i n L e n t i o n a l  i t y .  C h r o n o l o g i c a l l y

s p e a k i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  o b i e c t s  p r e c e d e s  a n d  l s  t h e

c o n d l t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  o f  s u b j e c t s .

As  i n t e l l ec tua l  deve lopmen t  goes  f o rwa rd ,  t he re  occu rs

a  r e v e r s a l  o r  s h i f t  i n  p r i o r i L i e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t s

o f  t he  beg inn ing  s tuden t  and  t he  i n t e res t s  o f  t he  scho la r l y

exege te  a re  d i f f e ren t .  "The  s tuden t  r eads  a  t ex t  t o  l ea rn

: l r n r r f  t  h c  o f r i e c t s  ' 1 e s  n o t  k n o w  O nv v J L v L J  L l r d L  d >  Y Y  L

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  e x e g e t e  m a y  a l r e a d y  k n o w  a I I  a b o u t  t h e

n h i c c f  s  f  r e a f e d  i  n  f h e  f c x f .  v e f  h i  s  w h o l e  t a s k  r e m a i n s  t ov v J s L L r  J  * "

b e  n e r f o r m e c l - " r 7  T h p  a v a d F l F  r e a d q  t h e  t e x t  t o  l - e a r n  a b o u ty E !  t  v l  r " L v  .

t he  l n t en t i . ons  t ha t  i n f o rmed  t he  con tex t  w i - t h i n  wh i ch  t he

tex t  as  a  who fe  i s  t o  be  unde rs tood .  Thus ,  t he  s tuden t  r eads

A q u r n a s  t o  I e a r n  a b o u t  g r a c e ;  t h e  e x e g e t e  r e a d s  A q u i n a s  t o

u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  s t r u g g l e  t o  o r d e r  s c r i p t u r a l  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l

d a t a  i n  t e r m s  o f  g e n e r a l  a n d  s p e c i f i c  t h e o f o g i c a f  t h e o r e m s .

The  f o rmer  i . s  i n t e res ted  i n  t he  ob jec t s  Aqu inas  expounded .

T h e  f a t t e r  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e n t L o n s  b e h i n d  A q u i n a s '

manne r  o f  p roceed j -ng .

A g a i n ,  c r i t i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l -  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f f e r s  a  p o v / e r -

f u l  examp le  o f  t he  reve rsa l  i n  t he  dom inance  o f  ob jec t  ove r

i n t c n t i o n a l  . i f v _  F i r q t -  t h e  h i s f o r i a n  ! - r . ^ -  - ^  - ^  ^ h i ^ ^ *  " t h er  L r r L  r r r J L v r  r u t r  L d ^ c -  a >  a l l  v u J s u L

r a m r i n c  n f  t  h a  n : c F  ^ ^ r ^ ^ h + i h l ^  i n  f h e  n r e q e n l - t t 1 8  T h e  + ^ ^ r .
- - i L  I J e r q e p L a u r e  r I l

i s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  o b j e c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n

n f  t  h c  m e a n i  n o  o f  q c r ^ n q  o f  h  i  s f o r i  c :  I  d a f a  I  c a d s  -  n o t  t or " s q r t  r  t r Y

h i s t o r i c a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  b u t  t o  h j s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  S e c o n d l y ,

t h e  h i s t o r i a n  r e c o n s t r u c t s  f r o m  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  i m a g i n a t i v e l y

recons t ruc ted  expe r i ences  t he  con tex t s  o f  h i s t o r i ca l  unde r -

^ + ^ ^ !  i - -  - - ^  r . - ^ , . , 1  c d o c -  T h c  s o c o n d  h i s f o r i  c a  I  n r o c e d U r e  -5  L  d  I  l u r  j t r - j  ^ t r u w r L u Y L
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f rom h i s t o r i ca l  expe r i ence  t o  h i s t o r i ca l  know ledge  i s

not  guj-ded by a mere second look at  the remains of  the past .

I t  i s  p r ima r i l y  gu ided  by  t he  i n t en t i ona l - i t y  o f  t he  h j - s t o r i an .

I t  i s  gu ided  by  t he  h i s t o r i an ' s  p rev i ous l y  acqu i r ed  h i s t o r i ca l -

know ledge ,  by  t he  cumu la t i ve  wo rk  o f  o the r  h i s t o r i ans  bea r i ng

on  t he  same  top i c ,  and  mos t  s i gn i f i can t l y ,  by  t he  i n t e l l j - gen t

and  re f l ec t i ve  ques t i ons  wh i ch  t he  h j . s t o r i an  can  ask .  I ndeed ,

once the histor j -an has understood the r ight  quest ions to

ask ,  t he  pe rcep t i b l e  ob jec t s  can  be  sh i f t ed  t o  a  b roade r

and  r i che r  con tex t .  Mo re  and  more ,  h i s t o r i ca l  i nqu i r y  i s

dom ina ted  by  t he  h i s t o r i an ' s  i n t en t i onaJ - i t y ,  as  exp ressed

in  ques t i on i ng ,  r a the r  t han  by  t he  i n i t i a l  pe r cep t i b l e  ob jec t s .

He rmeneu t i ca l  and  h i s t o r i ca l  i n ves t i ga t i ons  revea l  how

human intent ional i ty  becomes ascendant over the object .  How-

eve r ,  exege tes  and  h j - s t o r i ans  a re  no t  cogn i t i onaL theo r i s t s

and  wha t  i s  imp l i ed  by  ac tua l  s cho la r l y  pe r f o rmance  need

no t  be  exp l i - c i t l y  r e f l ec ted  upon .  Mo re  gene ra l l y ,  i n t e l - l ec tua l

conve rs i on  i s  a  d i scove ry  o f  t he  s i gn i . f i cance  o f  t he  pu re

des i r e  t o  know ,  t ha t  i s ,  t he  un res t r i c t ed  i n t en t i on  o f  be ing .

I t  i s  t ha t  i n t en t i on  wh i ch  u l t ima te l y  de te rm ines  t he  con tex t s

w i t h i n  wh i ch  ob jec t s  have  mean j -ng .  Ce r t a i n l y ,  we  mus t  f i r s t

learn about the objects.  Onl-y af ter  some knowledge of  the

objects has been achleved, can we proceed through the act

of  understanding to the knowl-edge of  the subject .  However,

i n t e l l ec tua l -  conve rs i on  reve rses  t h l s  p r i o r i Ly .  I t  f i be ra tes

the  sub jec t  f r om  an  i n f an t i l e  f i xa t i on  on  t he  ob jec t ,  t he

mere l y  g i ven ,  and  a l r eady -ou t  - t he re -now  - rea1 .  I n t e l I ec tua I

conversion awakens the subject  to the pure desire to know.

f t  ac tua tes  t he  un res t r i c t ed  i n t en t j - on  o f  be ing .  The  i n t e l Lec -

t ua l l y  conve r t ed  sub jec t  s t i l l  seeks  t o  unde rs tand  da ta  and

to  r each  resu l t s  by  appea l  t o  t he  da ta i  bu t  t he  con tex t s

wi th in which data are apprehended, understood,  and ver i f ied

are contexts created by a subject  who understands precisely

wha t  i t  i s  do ing  when  i t  i s  know ing . r s

In summary,  the pure desire to know is the unrestr ic ted

in ten t i on  o f  be ing .  I n t e l l ec tua l  conve rs i on  g rasps  t he  s i gn i -

f i cance  o f  t h i s  i den t i t y .  I t  i s  a  psycho log i ca l  f ac t  t ha t

rr re desire to know; i t  is  an epistemologica]  fact  that  what

we  des i r e  t o  know  i s  be ing .  Thus ,  t o  des i r e  t o  know  i s  t o

i n tend  be ing .  The  i n t en t i on  o f  be ing  p rov i des  t he  c r i t e r i on

or standard to which our judgments must measure up.  Al though

the intent ion of  being is  not  a knowledge of  what
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b e i n g  m u s t  b e ,  i t  i s  a n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t  t h r o u g h  w h i c h

know ledge  o f  be ing  i s  ach ieved  t he  ac t  o f  cogn i t i ona l

se l - f - t r anscendence .  Aga in ,  t he  pu re  des i r e  t o  know  de te rmrnes

w h a t  a n y  p a r t i c u l - a r  ; u d g m e n t  m e a n s ; 2 0 i t  g u i d e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t

o f  unde rs tand ing .  Th rough  t he  p rocess  o f  ques t i on  and  answer ,

i t  cons t ruc t s  t he  con tex t s  w i t h i n  wh i ch  da ta  a re  unde rs tood .

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  a  g r a s p  o f  o u r  p o t e n -

t i a l  t o  unde rs tand  wha t  an  ob jec t  means  and  t o  j udge  whe the r

o r  no t  t ha t  unde rs tand inq  i s  co r rec t .

NOTES

tBe rna rd  Lone rgan ,  I ns i qh t :  A  S tudy  o f  Human  Unde rs tand inq
( L o n d o n :  L o n g m a n s ,  G r e e n ,  a n d  C o . ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p .  7 4 8 .
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t i n n a m  i n n a n i i  P : s c a l r s  P e n s 6 e q -  N a r ^ r m a n ' S  G r  a  m m a f  O f  A  S  S  e  n  t-  '  : '
a l - l  r ena in  ! v i t h i n  t he  wo r l d  o f  comnonsense  app rehens ion  and
s p e e c h  y e t  c o n t r i b u t e  e n o r m o u s l y  t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
o u r s e l v e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e y  r e v e a l -  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o m i n g
t o  k n o w  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  s u b j e c t  a n d  h i s  c o n s c i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s
w i t h o u t  p r e s u p p o s i n g  a  p r i o r  m e t a p h y s i c a L s t r u c t u r e . "  S e e
h i s  Me thod  i n  Theo l -oqv  (London :  Da r ton ,  Longman  and  Todd ,-  ̂ - ^  , -t Y r z t .  p .  z b l .

"  Be rna rd  Lone rgan ,  G race  and  F reedom:  Ope ra t i ve  G race
i n  t h e  T h o u q h t  o f  S t .  T h o m a s  A q u i n a s ,  e d .  J .  P a t o u t  B u r n s ,
S . J .  ( L o n d o n :  D a r t o n ,  L o n g m a n  a n d  T o d d ;  N e w  Y o r k :  H e r d e r
a n d  H e r d e r  ,  1 9 7 1  )  ,  p .  5 .

'  Be rna rd  Lone rgan ,  Ve rbum:  Word  and  f dea  i n  Aqu inas ,
e d .  D a v i d  B .  B u r r e I l ,  C . S . C .  ( N o t r e  D a m e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o t r e
D a m e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 ' 7 ) ,  p .  x .

1 1 2

A ^-  S u m .  t h e o l .  ,  I  ,  9 .  8 8 , a . 2 ,  a d  3 m .

' B e r n a r d  L o n e r g a n ,  " N a t u r a I  R i g h t  a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  M i n d e d -
n e s s ,  "  P r o c e e d i n q s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C a t h o l i c  P h i l o s o p h  j c  A s s o -
c j - a t i o n  5 1  ( 1 9 1 7 1 :  p .  1 3 4 .

I  oMe thod  i n  Theo l -oqv  ,  p .  283 .

, - W h l l - e  m y  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t . i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r -
s i o n  o b v i o u s l y  r e v e a l s  m y  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  L o n e r g a n ' s  o w n  a c c o u n t ,
I  mus t  a l so  acknow ledge  my  j - ndeb tedness  t o  t he  re f l - ec t i ons
o f  Dom Sebas t i an  Moo re .  See  h i s  The  F i r e  and  t he  Rose  A re
o n e  ( N e w  Y o r k :  S e a b u r y  p r e s s ,  1 9 8 0 ) - _ -

t '  S t .  P a u l  p o l n t s  o u t :  " W e  w e r e  s t i l - l -  h e l p l e s s  w h e n  a t
h i s  a p p o i n t e d  m o m e n t  C h r i s t  d i e d  f o r  s i n f u l  m e n .  I t  1 s  n o t
easy  t o  d i e  even  f o r  a  good  man  - -  t hough  o f  cou rse  f o r  some-
o n e  r e a l l y  w o r t h y ,  a  m a n  m i g h t  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  d i e  b u t
wha t  p roves  t ha t  God  I oves  us  i s  t ha t  Ch r i s t  d i ed  f o r  us
w h i l e  w e  w e r e  s t i l 1  s i n n e r s "  ( R o m .  5 :  7 ,  8 1 .

- l D r O .  
,  p .  Z  1  /  .

v e r o u m ,  p .  b  /  .
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l 3 L o n e r g a n ,  
" N a t u r a l -  R i q h t  a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  M i n d e d n e s s , "

p p .  1 3 6 - 1 3 7 .

r4Th i s  accoun t  o f  mo ra l  conve rs i - on  p resupposes  Lone rgan t s
mode l  o f  t he  s t r uc tu re  o f  t he  hunan  good  as  p resen ted  i n
Ch. 2 of  Method in__rh9o_l-gSl .  The phrase "dynamic state of
f r e e d o m " ,  m  t e r m i n o l o g y .  r  u s e  i t  t o  e m -
phas i ze  t he  c l ose  connec t i on  be tween  mora l  conve rs i on  and
re l j . g i ous  conve rs i on  as  a  dynam ic  s ta te  o f  l ove .

l s M e t h o d  i n  T h e o l o q v ,  p .  3 5 .

t 6 I  u s e  t h e  t e r m  ' o b j e c t '  i n  t h i - s  c o n t e x t  i n  t h e  s a m e
s e n s e  a s  t h e  t e r m  ' b o d y '  i s  u s e d  i n  I n s i q h t ,  t h a t  i s ,  a s
"a  f oca l  po in t  o f  ex t r ove r t ed  b i o l og i ca l  an t i c i pa t i on  and
a t t en t i on .  I t  i s  an  ' a l . r eady  ou t  t he re  now  rea l ' ,  whe re  t hese
te rms  have  t he i r  mean i . ng  f i xed  so le l y  by  e l e rnen t s  w i t h i n
sens i t i ve  expe r i ence  and  so  w i t hou t  any  use  o f  i n t e l l i gen t
a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  a n s w e r s "  ( I n s i q h t ,  p .  2 5 4 1 .
More  gene ra l l y ,  howeve r ,  I  wan t  t o  emphas i ze  t he  dom inan t
ro l e  o f  t he  sub jec t ' s  i n t en t i ona l i t y  ove r  any  mere l y  g i ven
da tum.

r  T M e t h o d  i n  T h e o l o q y ,  p .  1 5 6 .

t  8 r b i d . ,  p .  2 0 6 . r s r b i d . ,  p .  2 4 0 .

20  The re  i s  o f  cou rse  a  ma te r i a l  de te rm ina t i on  t o  ou r
ac t s  o f  unde rs tand ing .  We  seek  t o  unde rs tand  some  de te rm ina te
da ta .  Ye t ,  p rope r l y  speak ing ,  we  seek  t o  unde rs tand ,  no t
s imp l y  t he  g i venness  o f  t he  da ta ,  bu t  so rne th i ng  i n  add i t i on
to  t he  g i venness  o f  t he  da ta .  We  seek  t o  know  the  i n t e l l j _g i -
b j . l j , t y  o f  t he  da ta ,  a  f ac to r  wh i ch  t r anscends  i t s  me re  g i ven -
ness .  Fo r  t he  d i scove ry  o f  t h i s  f u r t he r  f ac to r ,  t he  pu re
des i r e  t o  know  becomes  i nc reas ing l y  i n f l uen t i a l .  The  pu re
des i r e  t o  know  p rov i des  bo th  a  c r j . t e r i on  and  t he  mean ins
o f  wha t  we  seek  t o  know .  C f .  Ve rbum,  p .  7 .
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DIALOGUE

FOUNDATION AND EMPIR IC ISM:  AN  EXERCISE
IN DIALECTIC bY HUGO MEYNELL

A REPLY FROM THE CLAPHAM OMNIBUS
by  JAMES G .  HANINK

A REPLY TO JAMES G. HANINK
by HUGO MEYNELL

A WORTHY FELLOW WONDERS
by  JAMES G .  HANINK

F O U N D A I ' I O N  A N D  E M P ] R I C I S M :

A N  E X E R C I S E  f N  D T A L E C T I C

H u g o  M e y n e l l

r l n  i  \ r a - c  i  f r r  n f  f :  I  r- - - J a r y

R o u g h l y  a n d  s u m m a r i l y f  I  w i s h  t o  d r g u e ,  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h

m a n y  t r a d i t i o n a l  p h i J - o s o p h e r s ,  b u t  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a  n u m e r o u s

a n d  v o c a ]  g r o u p  w i L h i r r  c o n L e m p o r a r y  p h i l o s o p h y , r  t h a t t h e r e

r G , ^  a q n c c f q  f o  t . h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  k n o w l e d g e :  t h e  d a t a

f a r  l , n n u , l a r l n e  n l r t  o f  w h i c h  k n o w l e d g e  i S  t o  b e  a c q u i r e d ;

: n r l  f h o  m e n t a l  r ) r o c 6 c c  r n  h o  : n n l i o d  l q  t h e  d a t a  i f  k n O w l e d g e""  ""  ] :
i s  t h u s  t o  b e  a c q u i r e d .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  a s p e c t ,  I  b e l i e v e  p h i l o -

s o p h e r s  w - i t h i n  t h e  e r , r p i r i c i s t  t r a d i L i o n  ( r e p r e s e n t e d ,  f o r

e x a m p L e ,  b y  D a v i d  H u m e ,  B e r t r a n d  R u s s e I I '  a n d  A .  J .  A y e r )

t  n  h o  I  a r o c  I  v  e o r r a e f  :  t h o r r o h  o n  f h e  q c c o n d  -  I  b e l  i  e v e  t h e mv q  ! q ! Y t r l

t o  h a v e  b e e n  e r r o n e o u s  o r  n e g l . e c L f u l  ( i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p r o m i s -

i  - ^  - i  -  - F  ^ - ^ r r  i  A a d  n a r h r n c  c r r r n r  i  q  i  n n  I  r z  h r r  .  r n h n  T . . . k o  I!  r 1 9  s  L o  r  L  y ! u v  r  u s u  r  y s ! r r q H J  J u !  v r  r J  ' r r Y r  |  ,  v J  v v " ' '

I f  t he  t op i c  o f  t he  f ounda t i ons  o f  know ledge  j - s  t o  be

t r e a t e d  a t  a l l  a d e q u a t e l y ,  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  g r o u n d  h a s  t o  b e

c o v e r e d .  I n  w h a t  f o l l o w s ,  I  s h a l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

f ^ , ) i . q  j n  o - c l c r :  I  i  \  f h o  n m n i r i n i c f  6 6 6 . 6 1 1 n t  O f  f O u n d a t i o n S ;L U P T g  J

( i r )  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  L h a t  a c c o u n t ;  ( - i i i )  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  k n o w l e d g e

h a s  a n o  n c c d s  n o  f o u n d a t i o n s ;  (  i v )  o b j e c t j o n s  t o  t h e  n o - f o u n -

d a t i o n s  v i e w l  ( v )  a  p r o p o s a l  a s  t o  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  k n o w -

I e d g e ;  ( v i  )  d  c o n s i d c r a t i o n  o f  o b i e c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .
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FOUNDATION AND EMPIRICISM

T h e E m p i r i c i s t A c c o u n t o f F o u n d a t i o n s

The  emp i r i c i s t  accoun t  o f  f ounda t i ons t  o t t  r a t he r ,  o f

srhat  I  would prefer  to regard as just  one aspect  of  founda-

t i ons ,  i s  we l l  known l  as  a re  t he  ob jec t i ons  t o  i t  wh i ch  have

been brought forward in the l -ast  few decades.  Holrever,  i t

1s  necessa ry  f o r  wha t  f o l l ows  b r i e f l y  t o  r ehea rse  t h i s  accoun t

and  t he  ob jec t i ons  made  t o  i t . 2  The  u l t ima te  g i ven ,  on  t he

basis of  which al l  human knowl-edge of  matters of  fact  was

supposed  t o  be  poss ib l e ,  was  '  sense -da ta '  o r  '  sense -con ten t s  '  .

Examp le  o f  such  da ta  wou ld  be  t he  con ten t s  o f  my  v i sua l  f i e l d

a t  any  momen t ,  t he  sounds  i n  my  ea rs ,  t he  sensa t i ons  i n  t he

pa r t s  o f  r ny  body ,  and  so  on .  I t  may  be  asked  why  t hese  ph i l o -

sophe rs  d j - d  no t  say  round l y  t ha t  we  pe rce i ve  phys i ca l  ob jeccs ,

and  t ha t  i t  i s  such  pe rcep t i ons  wh i ch  a re  a t  t he  bas i s  o f

ou r  know ledge .  The  answer  i s ,  t ha t  much  more  i s  imp l i ed  by

"The re  i s  a  phys i ca l  ob jec t  o f  such -and -such  a  desc r i p t i on

ove r  t he re " ,  t han  t ' T  am en joy i ng  such -and -such  a  sensa t i on

o r  c l us te r  o f  sensa t i ons " .  Fo r  examp le ,  f o r  me  t o  be  awa re

of  a purple and approximately oval  sensat j .on at  the center

o f  my  v i sua l -  f i e f d  i s  one  t h i ng ;  f o r  t he re  t o  be  a  p l um a

sho r t  d i s t ance  i n  f r on t  o f  me  i s  ano the r .  I f  a  p l um i s  t he re ,

t h i s  sensa t i on  w i l l  be  l - i ab l - e  t o  be  succeeded  by  o the r  s im i l a r

ones,  g iven that  I  keep my eyes turned in roughly the same

d i rec t i on ,  and  t he  l i gh t  r ema ins  f a i r l y  good ;  o the r  peop le

wi l ]  seem to report  or  react  to the plum when they appear

c l ose  t o  i t ,  and  I  myse l f  w i l l  en j oy  ce r t a i n  so r t s  o f  t ac t i l e

sensa t i on  i f  I  r each  ou t  i n  t ha t  d i r ec t i on ,  ce r t a i n  so r t s

o f  gus ta to r y  sensa t i on  i f  I  g rasp  t he  appa ren t  ob jec t  and

go  t h rough  k i naes the t i c  sensa t i ons  as  o f  b r i ng i ng  i t  t o  and

pu t t i ng  i t  i n t o  my  mou th ,  and  so  on  and  so  on .  On  t he  o the r

hand, I  may momentar i ly  have a purple v isual  datum as though

o f  a  p l um,  o r  a  sme l - l -  o r  t as te  o r  t ac t i l e  sensa t i on  o f  t h i s

sort i  but  not  occurr ing as a member of  the complex,  in the

usual  re lat ions to other members of  that  complex,  that  would

be to be expected i f  there were actual ly  a p lum before me.

The apparent ly  seen, fe1t ,  srnel led or  tasted pJ-um might  d isap-

pear i  or  not  seem to be conf i rmed as present by other persons.

In such cases,  I  am l iabl-e to conclude that  my exper iences

a re  i l - l - us to r y  o r  ha l l uc i na to r y .  I n  t he  l ong  run ,  on  t he  c l as -

s i ca l  emp i r i c i s t  accoun t ,  a l l  o f  ou r  know ledge  i s  f ounded

on  such  sense -expe r i ences .
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Bu t  how  i s  ou r  know ledge  o f  phys i ca l  ob jec t s  supposed

to  be  f ounded  on  such  a  bas i s?  (A t  a  l a t e r  s t age ,  I  sha l I

a rgue  t ha t  emp j - r i c i s t s  a re  i n  gene ra l  co r rec t  t ha t  know ledge

o f  t h i s  k i nd  i s  f ounded  i n  a  ce r t a i n  sense  on  sense -expe r i ence ;

h r r t  r h : f  t h e v  e r r e d  o n  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  t h u s  f o u n d e d . )

A  once  common l y -he ld  v i ew  i s  t ha t  t a l k  abou t  phys i ca l  ob jec t s

i n  s p a c e  i s  s i m p l y  a n  e n o r m o u s l y  s i m p l i f i e d  w a y  o f  t a l k i n g

abou t  ac tua l  and  poss ib l e  sense -expe r i ences ;  t ha t  eve ry  s t a te -

rnen t  abou t  a  phys i ca l  ob jec t  l og l ca1 l y  imp l i es  a  ve ry  comp l i -

c a t e d  d i s j u n c t i o n  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  s e n s e - e x p e r  i e n c e s ,

and  no th i ng  more .  The  g rea t  advances  i n  l og i c  ach ieved  a t

t he  end  o f  t he  n j - ne teen th  and  t he  beg j - nn ing  o f  t he  twen t i e t h

cen tu r y ,  no tab l y  by  Go t t l i j b  F rege  and  Be r t r and  Russe l1 ,  seemed

to  make  t he  ac tua l  execu t i on  o f  t he  t ask ,  o f  ana l yz i ng  any

s ta temen t  abou t  a  phys i ca l  ob jec t  i n  t e rms  o f  s t a temen ts

a b o u t  s e n s e - c o n t e n t s ,  o n e  w h i c h  w a s  f e a s i b l e  a t  l e a s t  i n

p r i n c i p l e .

A  t r ue  emp i r i ca l  s t a temen t  i s  one  f o r  wh i ch  t he  imp l i ed

d i s j unc t i - on  o f  s t a temen ts  abou t  sense -expe r i ences  t u rns  ou t

t o  b e  t r u e ;  a  f a l s e  e m p i r i c a l  s t a t e m e n t ,  o n e  f o r  w h i c h  i t

t u rns  ou t  t o  be  f a l se .  Now  emp l r i c i s t s  have  t r ad i t l ona l l y

been  i nc f i ned  t o  p r i de  t hemse fves  t ha t  t he i r  way  o f  t h i nk i ng

b o t h  v l n d i c a t e s  a n d  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e .

Wha t  a re  t he  g rounds  f o r  t h i s?  I t  seems  t o  be  cha rac te r j - s t i c

o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  t h a t  t h e i r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  c o n s c j - e n t i o u s l y

t es t  t he i r  hypo theses  aga ins t  t he  ava i l ab l e  ev i dence  i n  obse r -

v a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t .  I t  i . s  e a s y  t o  i n f e r  t h a t  a  g e n u i n e l y

sc i en t l f i c  s t a temen t  i s  one  i n  t he  case  o f  wh i ch  t he  j -mp l j - ed

d i s j unc t i on  o f  s t a temen ts  abou t  sense -con ten t s  has  been  i nves -

t i g a t e d  w i t h  s p e c i a l  c a r e ,  a n d  h a s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  ( p r o b a b l y )

t r u e . 3  A  t h e o r y  c o n s t i t u t i v e  o f  a  m a t u r e  s c i e n c e ,  f o r  a L 1

t h a t  l t s  t e r m s  a r e  I i k e l y  n o t  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  d i r e c t l y  w i t h

a n y t h i n g  o b s e r v a b l e ,  e n a b l e s  a  r a n g e  o f  a n t i c i p a t i o n s  o f

poss ib l e  sense -expe r i ences  t o  be  made  wh i ch  i s  f a r  beyond

t  h e f  I  i e e n s e d  h v  n r r i i n r r r r  s f : f a m a n t s  m a d e  a b O U t  m a t e r i a fv I

o b i e c L s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  " T h e r e  1 s  a  y e l l o w i s h  h e a v e n l y  b o d y

o v e r  L h e r e " ,  s t a t e d  a t  n i g h t  a n d  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  p o i n t i n g

g e s t u r e ,  m i g h t  i m p l y  m e r e l y  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  a p p a r e n t

c l o u d s  i n  t h e  w a y ,  a  s m a l i  d i s c  o r  p o i n t  o f  l i g h t  w o u l d  e n t e r

t he  v i sua l -  f i e f d  o f  any  no rma l l y - s i gh ted  pe rson  who  I ooked

a s  d i r e c t e d .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  " T h e r e  i s  a  g i a n t  p l a n e t ,

o f  s u c h - a n d - s u c h  a  s i z e  a n d  m a s s ,  a t  s u c h - a n d - s u c h  a  d i s t a n c e
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f rom the  sun ,  t r ave l l i ng  a t  such -and -such  a  ve loc i t y t t ,  wou ld

be  capab le ,  i n  con junc t i on  w i t h  o the r  assunp t i ons ,  o f  l i cens -

i ng  a  t r ue  p red i c t i on  t ha t ,  g i ven  once  aga in  an  appa ren t l y

c l - ea r  sky ,  expe r i ences  o f  a  s im j - I a r  k i nd  wou ld  be  en joyed

by an observer who looked in the same direct ion in the sky

s i x  o r  s i x -hund red  yea rs  hence .  A  sc i en t i f i c  s t a temen t ,  t hen ,

on  t he  s tanda rd  emp i . r i c i s t  v i e \ n r ,  d j - f f e r s  f r om a  s ta temen t

o f  o rd i na ry  l anguage ,  i n  t ha t  i t s  f ounda t i ons  i n  sense -expe r i -

ence  w i l l  have  been  more  t ho rough l y  sc ru t i n i zed  and  t es ted ,

and  i t s  suppo r t  by  sense -expe r i ences  i n  consequence  more

con f i rmed -

Ob iec t i ons  t o  t he  EmDi r i c i s t  Accoun t  o f  Founda t i ons

The  d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  t he  emp i r i c i s t  accoun t  o f  f ounda t i ons

may  be  d i s t i ngu i - shed  as  o f  two  bas i c  t ypes  - -  t hose  a r i s i ng

f rom a t t emp ts  t o  a r t i cu l a te  t hose  f ounda t i ons  t hemse l ves ,

and those which appear in at tempts to show just  how knowledge

i s  supposed  t o  be  based  on  such  f ounda t i ons .

Sense - imp re  ss i ons ,  as  gene ra l l y  conce i ved  a t  1eas t ,  seem

i -ne luc tab l y  p r i va te  t o  t he  i nd i v i dua l  who  en joys  t hem.  The

fac t  t ha t  I  have  a  pa t t e rn  o f  b l ue  mark i ngs  on  wh i t e  a t  t he

cen te r  o f  my  v i sua l  f i e l d  has  no  s t r i c t l y  l og i ca l  imp l i ca t i ons

for  what other peopJ-e in my environment may be enjoyj -ng in

t he i r  expe r i ence .  Bu t  l anguage  i s  a  pub l i c  a f f a i r ,  and  t he re

a re  so l i d  g rounds  f o r  t he  be l i e f  t ha t  i t  i s  on l y  poss ib l e

fo r  i nd i v i dua l s  who  sha re  a  pub l i c  wo r l - d  t o  wh i ch  t he i r  l - an -

guage  has  p r ima ry  r e fe rence . '  we  cou ld  no t  l ea rn ,  f r om  ou r

pa ren t s  and  pee rs ,  t o  use  t e rms  I i ke  t r ed t  o r  ' ho t '  i n  t he

way  we  do  ,  excep t  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  pub l i c l y -pe rce i vab le  ob  j ec t s

wh i ch  a re  r ea l l y  r ed  o r  ho t .  I f  i t  \ " r e re  r ea l l y  p r i va te  sensa -

t i ons  o f  r edness  o r  ho tness  wh i ch  we re  p r ima r i l y  a t  i s sue ,

how  cou ld  I  eve r  know  tha t  t he  sensa t i on  wh i ch  I  ca l l ed  ' r ed '

o r  ' ho t r  r das  any th i ng  remo te l y  r esemb l i ng  t he  sensa t i ons

so  ca l l ed  by  anyone  e l se?  Even  i f  i t  v re re  p rope r ,  as  i ndeed

m igh t  be  doub ted ,  t o  r e fe r  t o  sensa t i ons  as  opposed  t o  ob jec t s

a s  ' r e d '  o r  ' h o t t  a t  a I I ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  v e r y  f a c t s  a b o u t  h o w

rrre Iearn language strongly mi l i tate against  the v i -ew that

i t  i s  awa reness  o f  t he  p r i va te .  en t i t i e s  wh i ch  p rov i des  t he

bas i s  f o r  ou r  know ledge  o f  t he  pub l i c .  On  t he  con t ra r y ,  i t

i s  on l y  by  v i r t ue  o f  a  l anguage  l ea rned  p r ima r i l y  i n  l n t e rac -

t i on  w i t h  pub l i c l y -obse rvab le  phys i ca l  ob jec t s  t ha t  we  can

ta I k ,  even  g ran ted  t ha t  we  can  p rope r l y  t hus  t a1k ,  o f  any

1 7 7
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n r  i  v a l  r  s e n s c - e x n e r i e n c e s  w h i c h

t o  t h e m .

METHOD

v /e  may  en joy  j - n  r e l a t i on

O n e  f a i r l y  o b v i o u s  s o l u L i o n  t o  t h i s  d i f f i c u l - t y 5  i s  t o

r e n l a c e  s f a f e m e n f s  a h o r r f  q e n q e - c o n f e n t s  w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t

p h y s i c a l  o b i e c t s  a t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  e d i f i c e  o f  e m p i r i -

c a l  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t a l k  a b o u t  p h y -

- i ^ - t  ^ h i ^ ^ f -  -  I * ^  . ^ , .  L ^ ^ ^  . o i n f e d  o r r f _  s e e m s  l a d e n5 l u d f  U U J S U L 5  r  d >  l l a l  d  I  t  s a u  y  u s c r r  P v r  I  r s s r r r J

- - r  ^ ^ ^ , , - - +  I  ^ - ^  ' . r h  i  n h  ^ r 6 \ 7 6 n f  i  t  c  h o  i  n n
w l L l l  e x p e u L d L f u r r >  d l t u  d > > u l L l P L f u r l r  v s f  t r Y

' o a s i  
c  i  n  o r r i t e  t h e  r c n n  i  r e c l  q e n q e -  T f  f h c  o h i e c f  o f  t h e  e x e r -Y u  f  L e  L l r L  !  L Y s r  t

e i  q c  i  s  f o  o r o l n j  l . n n ' r ' l  a d n n  i  n  p y n c r i e n e e  -  f h e n  i  I  h a S  t OY  I  v u t t u

b e  a d m i t t e d  t h a L  t a l k  o f  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  i n v o l v e s  a  g r e a t

d e a l  m o r e  t h a n  a  m e r e  r e c o r d  o f  w h a t  i s  g i v e n  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  w h e t h e r  w e  r e g a r d  t h e  g i v e n  i n  t e r m s  o f

o b s e r v e d  p h y s i c a l  o b ' j e c t s ,  o r  o f  s e n s e - e x p e r i e n c e s ,  w e  h a v e

n a a d  n f  : n  e n n a r e t r r q  o f  e o n c e o t s  I ' o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  t o  a r t i c u l a t e

i t .  B u t  t h e  w h o l e  p o i n t  o f  e m p j r i c i s m  i s  t h a t  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e

r s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  o u r  c o n c e p t s  a n d  j u d g m e n t s

t o  b e  a  m e a n s  o f  t e s t i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  c o n c e p t s  a r e  I i a b l - e

t o  b e  i n s t a n t i a t e d ,  t h e  j u d g m e n t s  t o  b e  t r u e .  H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e

w e  a p p a r e n t l y  c a n n o t  g e t  a t  t h i s  ' g i v e n '  a p a r t  f r o m  t h i s

^ n n a r ^ l - r r q  o f  c o n c ^ - r -  " h  I  ̂ h  i  +  i  s  s t t n n o s e c l  i - o  n r o v i d eq P y q r  q  L u o  L v r r e e P L -  o u v y v r s s

a  c h e c k ,  i t  b e g i n s  t o  l o o k  a s  i f  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a n y  ' g i v e n '

' i n d e n e n d e n t  o f  f h a t  r n n a r e t n q  ! ^ , a r a  ^  m e r e  C h i m e f a . 6

N o t  o n l y  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e n  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f

t h e  s u p p o s e d  ' g i v e n '  
;  b u t  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  k n o w l e d g e  o f

wha teve r  i s  no t  ' g i ven '  i s  supposed  t o  be  based  on  j , t  has

a f s o  p r o v e d  p u z z l i n g .  H o w ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  d o  w e  c o m e  t o  k n o h r

a b o u t  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l -  w o r f d '  w h e n  w e  h a v e

o n l  v  q e n q e _ e x n e r i e n ^ ^ ^  t s ^  ^ ^  ^ h r  ^ h n r r F n t  I  v  n o f  h v  d e d u c t i v eu r r r  r  r L r r J L  L ^ v u r  L v  Y v  v r r  :  d y P q ! s r r  u  ! f  r r v L  v /

a r g u m e n t ;  s i n c e  h o w e v e r  p r o f u s e  o r  d e t a i l e d  a  d e s c r i p t i o n

I  a n d  o t h e r s  p r o v i d e  o f  o u r  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n L i a l  s e n s e - e x p e r i -

ences ,  vJe  can  make  no  sound  deduc t i on  t o  t he  e f f ec t  t ha t

a n y  p h y s i c a r  o b j e c t  e x j s t s  o r  i s  p r e s e n t .  J u s t  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g ,

a t  a  f u r t h e i -  r e m o v e  f r o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  t l r e o r e t -

i  c a  I  e n f  i  f i e s  n o s t r r l a f e d  h v  s c i a n f  i  s t s  i n  r e L a t i o n  t o  t h e i r

o b s e r v a b - I e  e f f e c t s ;  a n d  f o  t h e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  o f  o t h e r

n e r s o n s  i n  r t r l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  v i s i b l e  a n d  a u d i b l e  b e h a v i o r .

A n d  e v e n  i f  o n e  s e t s  a s i d e  g n a w i n g  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p r i e t y

o f  j n d u c t i v e  i n f e r e n c e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  s e e m s  n o  p r o p e r l y

l nc l uc t i ve  i n f e rence  f r om any  se t  o f  s t a temen ts  abou t  ac tua l

o r  p o s s i b l e  e x p e r . i e n c e s  t o  o n e  a b q u t  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s .  T h u s

I  r n i gh t  make  such  an  i n f e rence  f r om the  f ac t  t ha t  a  ce r t a i n
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complex of  sense-exper i .ences A had previously a lways occurred

together wi th sense-exper ience B,  that  i t  would do so on

some future occasionl  but  i t  would be gui te a d i f ferent  matter

arguing f rom such a complex of  exper i -ences to the existence

of presence of  a physical  object .  I f  the inferences cannot

be  j us t i f i ed  deduc t i ve l y  o r  i nduc t i ve l y ,  i t  may  we l l  be  con -

conc luded  ,  t hey  canno t  be  j us t i f i ed  a t  a l l .  7

One way out  of  the problem j -s to deny that  we have only

sense-exper iences to go oor and to maintain that  we have

direct  acquaintance through our senses wi th nater ia l  objects

in our i .mmediate environment.  Another is  to ins i -st  that  ta lk

o f  phys i ca l  ob jec t s  i s  i n  t he  l as t  ana l ys i s  no th i ng  bu t  t a l k  o f

sense -expe r  i ences  t ha t  we  do  en joy ,  o r  wou ld  o r  m igh t  en -

j oy  i n  ce r t a i n  c i r cums tances . s  The  f i r s t  way  ou t  seems  t o

fa11  f ou1 ,  as  I  have  a l r eady  sa id ,  o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  much

more seems to be c la imed by the statement "There is  an object

o f  such -and -such  a  na tu re  i n  r ny  v i c i n i t y "  t han  wha t  i s  d i r ec t l y

entaj . l -ed by any report  of  my exper ience here and now. As

to  t he  second ,  i t  was  i ndeed  gu i t e  w ide l y  he ld  a  f ew  decades

ago  t ha t  t a l k  abou t  o rd i na ry  phys i ca l  ob jec t s  i n  space ,  and ,

more  remo te l y ,  a l l  o t he r  mean ing fu l  d i s cou rse  wh j - ch  i s  no t

s inply concerned wi th the formal  systems of  logic and mathe-

ma t i cs ,  i s  a  s imp le  way  o f  t a l k i ng  abou t  sense -expe r i ences l

that  every such statement amounts to a very compl icated dis-

j unc t i on  o f  s t a temen ts  abou t  sense -expe r j , ences .  The  g rea t

advances in logic made in the nineteenth and ear ly twent ieth

cen tu r i es  seemed  t o  make  t he  p ro j ec t  o f  ac tua f  ana l ys i s  i n

such  t e rms ,  wh i ch  was  obv ious l y  eno rmous l y  comp l i ca ted  i n

de ta i l ed  execu t i on  ( t h i nk  o f  t he  ac tua l  and  hypo the t i ca l

impl icat ions for  exper ience of  the statement about the pre-

sence  o f  t he  p l um i n  my  i n i t i a l  examp le ) ,  f eas ib l e  i n  p r i n -

c i p l e .  Bu t ,  as  a  ma t t e r  o f  f ac t ,  no -one  eve r  p roduced  a  sa t i s -

f ac to r y  I og i ca l  ana l ys i s  o f  even  t he  mos t  s imp le  s t a temen t

abou t  phys i ca l  ob jec t s ,  l e t  a l one  t he  more  recond i t e  dec la ra -

t i ons  o f  t he  p rac t i t i one rs  o f  t he  sc i ences ,  i n  t e rms  o f  sense -

expe rJ -ences .

Even  i f  i t  we re  conceded ,  i n  f ace  o f  t he  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,

t ha t  we  have  d i r ec t  expe r i ence  o f  phys i ca l  ob jec t s  i n  space ,

as opposed to sense-exper iences,  i t  may be doubted whether

we would be much fur ther forward on the road towards the

so lu t i on  o f  t he  p rob lem o f  know ledge .  Fo r  j us t  t he  same  d i f f i -

cul t ies ar ise about the re lat ion of  knowledge of  other k inds

to knowledge of  or  acquaintance wi th objects in our immediate
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env i ronmen t ,  as  abou t  t he  re l a t r on  be tween  ou r  know ledge

o f  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  a n d  o u r  k n o v ; I e d g e  o f  o r  a c q u a i n t a n c e

w i t h  s e n s e - e x p e r i e n c e s .  I n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  s e n s e  o f  ' k n o w '  a t

l eas t ,  whe re  t he  use  o f  t he  wo rd  i s  no t  mo re  o r  l ess  a rb i -

I  r r  r  i  1  r r  r o q f  r  i  n l - o . t  h r z  n h  i  I  n q a n h  r  n :  I  ^ ^ ^ - -  r ^ ^ , r h ^ t s  i  ^ ,o o g m a ,  a s s u m p t L o n ,  o r

f a s h i o n ,  f  c a n  ' k n o w '  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  r e m o t e  h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t ,

a b o u t  w h a t  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a r e  t h - i n k i n g  a n d  f e e l i n g ,  a n d  a b o u t

e l e c t r o n s  a n d  n e u t r o n s .  B u L  j t  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  o n e  t h i n g  t o

s e t  o u t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  p u b l i c l y  a v a i f a b L e  o n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  o n  m o n u m e n t s ,  i n  g e s t u r e s

a n d  n o i s e s  m a d e  b y  h u m a n  o r g a n i s m s ,  a n d  - i n  t r a c k s  i n  c l o u d

cha rnbe rs  and  s t r eaks  on  pho tog raph i c  p l a tes ;  and  ano the r

t o  c l a i i n  t ha t  t he  f ac t s  f o r  wh i ch  such  t h i ngs  a re  c l a lmed

t o  b e  e v i d e n c e  a c t u a l l y  a r e  s o .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s

i n  s h o w i n g  L h a t  t h e  J . o g i c a I  p a t h  f r o m  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e

a l l e g e d l - y  k n o w n  f a c t s  i s  d e d u c t r - v e  o r  ' i n d u c t j - v e '  ( i f  i n d e e d

t h e  l a t t e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  u h a L e v e r  i t  a m o u n t e d  t o ,  w o u l c i

p rov i de  any  conso la t i on )  seen  i nsu rmoun tab le .  And  t hose  who

c l e a v e  t o  t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  t a l k  a b o u t  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s

i s  r e a l l y  a f t e r  a l l  m e r e l y  t a l k  a b o u t  a c t u a l  o r  p o s s i b l e

v o c a l i z a t i o n s  a n d  g e s t u r e s  ( b e h a v i o r i s m )  ,  o r  t h a t  t a l k  a b o u t

n u c l e a r  p a r t i c l e s  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  c o n v e n i e n t  w a y  o f  s p e a k i n g

a h o n t  a c t r r a l  o r  n o s S i b I e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  n r  n r a c f  i  c c s  l n n a r 2 f f 6 n -

r s m ) ,  a r e  a p t  t o  o v e r l o o k  L h e  g e n e r a l i L y  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .

T o  s a y  t h a t  L a l k  a b o u t  y o u r  a g o n i - z i n g  p a . i n  i s  r e a I I y  n o t h i n g

b u t  a  c o m p e n d i o u s  w a y  o f  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  y o u r  a c t u a l  o r  h y p o -

t he t i ca l  s c reams  and  con to r t i ons  mav  mere l v  shock  o r  seem

r a t h e r  o d d ;  b u t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t a f X  a O o u t  c e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n

o r  Edmon tosau rus  1s  abb rev ia ted  t a l k  abou t  ma rks  on  pape r

o r  n o i s e s  I i a b I e  t o  b e  e m i t t e d  i n  c e r t a i n  c o n t i n g e n c i e s  b y
h  i  - r  ^ -  i  r - -  ^ r  ^ - r  - ^ ^ n +  ^ t  ^ ^  i  - | -  i  -  r ^  ^ l -  r a t - n h  a r a d r r  I  i  l . r r  i  n d a a d

b J a f a e u ' r  L U r u y  L 5  L  >  a >  L U  s L  !  L  e u q t r L t  I  r r U C e U  .

A n o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  a c k n o w l e d q e  L h a t  w h i l e  p h y s i c a l

o b j e c t s  ( o r  w h a t e v e r )  a r e  n o L  d i r e c t l y  k n o w a b l e ,  t h e y  a r e

i n d i r e c f l v  k n o w a h l e  a S  c a u s e S  o f  o l l r  s e n s e - e x n e r i e n c e s - 9

B u t ,  i t  m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  a s k e d ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  p a t h  f r o m  t h e

d i r e c t  t o  t h e  i n d i r e c t  k i n d  o f  k n o w l e d g e ?  H o w ,  i f  a t  a 1 l ,

a r e  w e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  t r a v e r s i n g  i t ?  I f  w e  s a y  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e

o f  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  i s  t h e  s i m p l e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  o u r  e x p e r i -

e n c e q -  A q  R t r q s e l  I  q t t o o e q i  e d  : f  o n p  q f a c r o  n f  h i  c  n r r o a r l 0
J  L g Y I

w h a t  j u s L i f - i c a t i o n  d o  w e  h a v e ,  i I  a n y ,  f o r  c l a i m i n g  t h a t

w h a t  i s  p o s t u l a l e d  i n  s u c h  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r  s u c c e s s f u l

t h e s e  a r e  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  r e a l l y  e x i s t s  o r  i s  a s  w e  s a y  i t  i s ?  I t
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has been suggested that  i t  is  enough rnerely to descr ibe the

p rocedu res  wh i ch  we  ac tua l - 1y  f o I I ow  i n  a t t r i bu t i ng  f ee l i ngs

to  o the rs ,  i n  va l i da t i ng  o r  i nva l i da t i ng  a  h i s t o r i ca l  c I a im ,

and  so  o i ,  on  t he  bas i s  o f  ou r  expe r i ence l  and  t ha t  such

desc r i p t i on  ough t  t o  sa t i s f y  t he  scep t i c . r t  Bu t  t he  scep t i c

may  gu i t e  r easonab l y  r e to r t  t ha t  me re l y  t o  desc r i be  such

a  p rocedu re  i s  a  ve r y  d i f f e ren t  t h i ng  f r om j us t i f y i ng  i t .

Someone who bel ieved in gobl ins and leprechauns rather than

in  f undamen ta l  pa r t i c l es ,  and  j . n  wha t  we  wou ld  ca l l -  my th

and  J -egend  ra the r  t han  wha t  h re  wou ld  ca l l  h i s t o r y ,  cou ld

do  as  much .  Adm i t t ed l y  t he  sc i en t i f i c  commun j . t y  have  p roce -

dures by which they purport  to test  in exper j -ence the c la im

tha t  such -and -such  an  aJ -1eged  h i s t o r i ca l  even t  ac tua l l y  oc -

cu r red ,  o r  t ha t  someone  o the r  t han  onese l f  has  t hese  f ee l i ngs

o r  t hough t s  r a the r  t han  t hose ;  bu t  i t  i s  ano the r  t h i ng  t o

j us t i f y  t he  c l a im  t ha t  t he  p rocedu res  i n  gues t i - on  ac tua l l y

do  t end  t o  es tab l i sh  t he  rea l  occu r rence  o f  t he  h i s t o r i . ca l

f ac t ,  o r  t he  rea l -  ex i s t ence  o f  t he  t hough t s  o r  f ee l i ngs .

As  A .  J .  Aye r  sees  i t ,  " I t  does  no t  g rea t l y  ma t t e r  whe the r

we  rega rd  t he  need  f o r  ana l ys i s  as  supe rsed ing  t he  demand

fo r  j us t i f i ca t i on ,  o r  whe the r  we  make  t he  j us t i f i ca t i on  con -

s i s t  i n  t h e  a n a J . y s i s . " r 2 B u t  i t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  t o  a n a l y z e  i n

de ta i l -  t he  g rounds  f o r  mak ing  a  s t a tenen t ;  i t  i s  ano the r

t h i ng  t o  show  how  they  do  g round  t he  s ta temen t ,  a t  f eas t

i n  t hose  cases  whe re  t he re  i s  good  reason  t o  suppose  t ha t

t he  f ac t  s t a ted  by  t he  s ta temen t  i s  one  t h i ng ,  t he  g round

on  wh i ch  one  has  t he  r i gh t  t o  s t a te  i t  ano the r .  Suppose  I

ask  a  ha ruspex  how  he  knows  t ha t  a  ce r t a i n  s t a te  o f  t he  en -

t r a i l s  o f  t he  b i r ds  he  d i sembowe l s  i nd i ca tes  t ha t  h i s  gods

are angry,  another that  they are j .n benef icent  mood. I  cannot

see  how  an  accumu la t i on  o f  i n f o rma t i on ,  howeve r  de ta i l ed ,

as  t o  how  he  re l a tes  t he  one  ac tua l  s t a te  o f  a f f a i r s  t o  t he

o the r  pu ta t i ve  s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s ,  w i I I  g i ve  me  an  adequa te

answer  t o  my  ques t i on .  I t  wou ld  on l y  do  so  i f  he  adm i t t ed

tha t  a l 1  t ha t  was  mean t  by  " t he  gods  a re  ang ry "  was  t ha t

t he  en t ra i l s  o f  t he  b i r ds  we re  i n  one  obse rvab le  s t a te  r a the r

t h a n  a n o t h e r .  r 3

T h e V i e w t h a t K n o w l e d q e H a s a n d N e e d s N o F o u n d a t i o n s

I t  i s  due  t o  t hese  and  o the r  s im i l a r  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t ha t

some phi losophers have concluded that  knowledge has and needs

no  f ounda t i ons ,  no  ' g i ven '  e l emen t ,  wha teve r .  Emp i r i c i s t s
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h a v e  o f  c o r r r s e  s r r n n o s e d  i h a t  f h e r e  i s  s o m e  s u c h  e l e m e n t  i n

know ledge ,  on  t he  bas i s  o f  wh rch  we  can  a r r i ve  a t  i t  o r  t es t

i t  a s  s u c h .  B u t  w h y ,  i t  m a y  b e  a s k e d ,  s h o u l d  s u c h  a n  a s s u m p -

t i o n  b e  m a d e ?  W i l f r i d  S e l l a r s  h a s  p u t  i n t o  c u r r e n c y  t h e  p h r a s e

" t h e  m v f h  o f  f h e  o i v e n " - 1 q  c e r f a i n l v -  n r r r  q n c i c f w  i s  n n l -  n 6 1 . -

m a l l y  g i v e n  L o  q u e s t i o n  r e p o r t s  m a d e  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  c e r t a i n

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  B u t  t h a t  s u c h  r e p o r t s  a r e  n o t  g u e s t i o n e d  i s

no  more  t han  a  ma t t e r  o f  soc i a l  conven t i on .  I t  i . s  no t  t ha t

t he  s ta te rnen t s  t r ea ted  as  ' bas i c '  - -  t hose  wh i ch  we  accep t

a s  r e a s o n s  f o r  m o d i f y i n g  o r  a b a n d o n i n g  o r  c o n f i r m i n g  o t h e r

c f > f o m o n f  c  h r r 1 -  u r h  i  n h  A a  n n l  r ^ ^ -  r i  - -  + h ^ - ^ ^ l  
" ^ -  

I  I  - L  I  ^r  s Y a r  u  a J  L T T E I I J E  I  v E 5  r  l d u l  e

t o  such  mod i f i ca t i on ,  abandonmen t  o r  con f i rma t i on  - -  a re

s o m e h o w  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  ' c e r t a i n '  o r  ' i n c o r r i g i b l e r ;  i t  i s

o n l y  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  b o l h e r ,  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  n o  i n c l i n a t i o n ,

t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e m .  A n d  s o m e  r e p o r t s  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  f e l t  t o

l a ^  i  n ^ ^ r r i n i h l n  5 . e  f h r r s  o r r e s f i n n e f l .  w h c n  f h c r r  r r r n  . O g n t e 1 .

| ^  r c c r r m n f  i  n r c  ' . ' h  i  ^ h  - n ^  i  - l  I  
"  

- a n a n { - r h l  a  I  . l 6 n f  i  c t  - - . .
o J -  u l ' ' P L  r U l l J  - v U I a  t  r r  a U U L y u q u r L .  d  v E l l  L  r  5  L  ' ' ' a y

w o l  I  n n n n l  r r d n  \ " ' h a n  h e  h a s  t a k e n  a I I  f h e  r r s r r a l  s f e n s  f o  . ^ - - ^ -L v  a r r q C > _

t h e t i z e  a  p a t i e n t ' s  t o o t h ,  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t

h i s  t o o t h  i s  s t i I I  h u r t i n g  i s  t o  b e  r e j e c t e d .  A n d  t h a t  f a m o u s

r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  o n e ' s  s e n s e s ,  o n  w h i c h  t h e  m o r e

sen t imen ta l  ch ron i c l e r s  o f  t he  sc i . en t i - f i c  movemen t  have  l a i d

such  emphas i s ,  l - ooks  dub ious  i ndeed  when  one  t akes  a  mo re

o h i e c f i r r e  l o n k  F f  f h e  h i s f o r v  o f  s c i e n c e . ' "  T h e o r i S t s  h a v e

shame less . l y  b rushed  as i de  ev i dence  wh i ch  d i d  no t  con fo rm

w j t h  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  a d v o c a t i n g i  n o r  h a s  p o s -

t e r i t y  i n v a r i a b l y  r e j e c t e d  t h e r r  v i e w s  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e

T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  c a n  g e t  o n  w i t h  t h e i r  j o b ,

a f  i  n \ / a q l -  i  c : i -  i  n a  n h c n n m a n a  i h o n r i  z  i  n a  : n r i  n : r r r r i n c  ^ , , f
r  L  r r s v r  L  L  r  L  L Y  ,  u q r  r  I  r  r r Y

e x p e r i m e n t s ,  e a c h  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l i n e ,

r r i f h ^ , r f  h a i n a  A i a | - f a n  + ^  h . ,  n h i t ^ c / , h h 6 ? d  t r r 7 6 r \ ,  - ^ w  a n d" -  
^  " J

t h e n ,  s c i e n c e s  g o  L h r o u g h  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

c h a n g e  i n  t h e o r y .  B u t  i L  i s  m j s t a k e n  i n  p r i n c i p l e  t o  l o o k

fo r  some  ove ra l l -  c r i t e r i on  i n  acco rdance  \ ' / i t h  wh i - ch  t he  l a t e r

c f u s t e r  o f  t h e o r i e s  r n  t h e  s c i e n c e  c o n c e r n e d  i s  ' t r u e r ' ,

" m o r e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e a l i t y r ' ,  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  t h a n  t h e

e a r l i e r .  S u c h  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w a y s  o f  s p e a k i n g

o f  s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  j u s l  t h e  s a r , r e  i n  p r i n c i p l e  a s  s i m i L a r  c h a n g e s

i n  o t h e r  s o c i a l  g r o u p s i  t h e y  a r e  t h e  p r o p e r  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e

s o c i o l o g i s t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i s t .



FOUNDATION AND EMPIRICISM

I t  i s  t he  ac tua l  consensus  o f  t he  sc i ences  wh i ch  de te r -

m ines  wha t  i s  t r ue  abou t  t he  wo r l d ,  wha t  a re  t he  f ac t s ,  and

not their  supposed deference to an overal-1 method of  invest i -

gat j .on which vanishes into th in a i r  the moment one takes

se r i ous  s teps  t o  f i nd  ou t  wha t  i t  j . s .  The  anc ien t  p rob lem

of epistemology,  of  how we can at ta in knowledge and under-

s tand ing  o f  t he  rea l  wo r I d ,  i s  a  pseudo -p rob Iem.  The  zoo lo -

g i s t  i s  ou r  au tho r i t y  on  e l ephan t s ,  t he  chem is t  on  hyd roch lo r i c

ac i d ;  t he re  i s  no  encycJ -opaed i c  p ro fess i ona l  l ady  o r  gen t l e -

man who can be our author i ty  on knowledge in a l l  i ts  depart-

men ts .  How  peop le  acqu i r e  and  pass  on  t hose  t hough t s ,  s k i l l s ,

and  ways  o f  speak ing  and  w r i t i ng ,  wh i ch  soc ie t y  d i gn i - f i e s

by  t he  name  o f  ' know ledge ' ,  i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  emp i r i ca l  psycho l -

ogy ,  wh i ch  i s  i t se l f  j u s t  ano the r  b ranch  o f  na tu ra f  s c i ence .

D i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h e ' N o F o u n d a t i o n s ' V i - e w

The  v i ew  j us t  ou t l i ned ,  f o r  a l I  t ha t  i t  1s  now  ra the r

popu la r  among  ph i l osophe rs ,  can  eas i l y  be  shown  t o  have  some

pre t t y  imp laus ib l e  consequences .  One  i s  t he  soc ia l  r e l a t i v i t y

o f  know ledge .  Each  human  soc ie t y  has  been  i nc l i ned '  on  a

va r i e t y  o f  g rounds  and  f o r  a  va r i e t y  o f  mo t i ves ,  t o  accep t

a  se t  o f  s t a temen ts  as  t r ue ,  o r  even  as  unques t i onab le ,  wh i ch

i s  cons ide rab l y  d i f f e ren t  f r om  the  se t  so  accep ted  by  o the r

s o c i e t i e s .  S h o r t  o f  s o m e  ' g i v e n ' ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  s u c h

s ta temen ts  can  a t  l eas t  i n  p r i nc i p l - e  be  t es ted  f o r  t he i r

t r u th  o r  f a l s i t y ,  a re  h te  no t  l e f t  w i t h  a  co l l ec t i on  o f  mu tua l l y

incompat ib le and mutual ly  impregnabJ-e v iews on how the wor ld

i s ,  be tween  wh i ch  t he  cho i ce  canno t  be  any th i ng  bu t  a rb i t r a r y?

Members  o f  one  soc ie t y  w i l l  be  much  more  i nc l i ned  t o  ques t i on

the  p r ima  f ac i e  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  t he  de l i ve rances  o f  t he i r

senses  t han  wha t  i s  l og i ca l l y  en ta i l ed  by ,  f o r  examp le ,  t he

statements of  the Bible or  the Koran;  members of  another

soc ie t y  w i I I  t ake  j us t  t he  oppos i t e  v i e$ r ;  and  t he re  seems ,

ex  hvpo thes i ,  no  means  o f  ad jud i ca t i ng  be tween  t hem wh i ch

j . s  no t  i n  t he  I as t  ana l ys i s ,  howeve r  one  d resses  i t  up ,  a

mere  p re fe rence  f o r  one ' s  own  op i - n i on .  Any  f a i r  compa r i son

between v iews of  how the wor ld is ,  where their  re lat ive t ruth

o r  f a l s i t y  i s  a t  i s sue ,  seems  t o  r equ i r e  an  i ndependen t  c r i -

ter ion;  and i t  is  hard to see what other cr i ter ion there

cou ld  be  t han  ra t i ona l  me thods ,  i n  p r i nc i p l e  accep tab le  t o

a I I  pa r t i es ,  app l i ed  t o  wha t  i s  q i ven  i n  expe r i ence .  I f  d i s -

pu tes  abou t  wha t  i s  t he  case  a re  t o  be  se t t l ed  a t  a l l ,  t he re

1 8 3
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m u s t  e i t h e r  b e  s o m e  f c u n d a t i o n s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h i c h  t h i s

c a n  b e  d o n e  p r o p e r . [ y ;  o r  r e s o r t  c a n  o n l y  b e  h a d  t o  s o c i a l

p r e s s u r e ,  b r i b e r y ,  t o r t u r e  o r  w h a t e v e r .

T h e  c l a i m  i s  s o m e t i , n n e s  m a d e  t h a t  ' t r u t h r  i s  a n  i n t r a -

L h e o r e l i c a l  m a L t e r ; r 6  L h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  s e n s e  L o  t h e  q u e s t i o n

o I  w h e L h e r  a n y  v c r y  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  i s  t r u e  ' o f '  t h e  r e a l

w o r I d .  I f  a n y t h i n g  I i k e  t h e  u s u a l  n o t i o n  o f  ' t r u t h '  r s  a r

i s sue  he re ,  t h i s  v i ew  wou ld  see rn  t o  have  t he  remarkab l , e  conse -
n . o n n o  f h : f  t h a r 6  i s  n o  r e a f  e x t e r n a l -  w o r l d  a b o u t  w h i c h  o u r

t h e o r i e s  c a n  m a k e  a  c l a r m .  F o r  i n  t h e  o r d r n a r y  s e n s e  o f  ' t r u e ' ,

m y  c l a i m  t h a L  L h e r e  a r e  a l t p l e s  o n  y o u r  I i v i n g - r o o m  t a b l e

- L S  L r u e ,  n o t  w h e n  t h e  n o s t  _ i n f l u e n t i a l  p e o p l e  a r e  p r e p a r e d

t ^  r ' ' i f h  i  +  b u L  w h e n  L h e r e  r e a l  l v  a r e  a n n l e q  o nu y r s s  U U L  W i L e I l  L l l e r e  r e * - -  - -  - . .  y O U f

. I i v i n g - r o o m  t a b f e .  A n y  v i e w  o f  ' L r u t h ' ,  i n  f a c t ,  w h i c h  d o e s

n o t  m a k e  i t  a  m a L t e r  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  o u r  t - . e l i e f s

a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  w h a t  a c t u a l l y  o b t a i n s  i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r l - d ,

i s  r a t h e r  a  t r a v e s t y  o f  o u r  o r d i n a r y  n o t i o n  o f  t r u t h  t n a n

a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  i t .  T h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  b i g  b a n g ,  a n d  t h e

p r e s e n c e  o f  d e t e c L a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s o d i u m  c h l o r i d e  . i n  t h e

e a r t h ' s  o c e a n s ,  a r e  f a c t s  o r  n o t ,  p r i o r  t o  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y

o f  t h e  s o c i a l  g r o u p s  w h i c h  r n a y  a s s e r t  t h e r n  o r  d e n y  t h e m .

I f  t h e r e  i s  a  r e a l  e x t e r n a f  w o r l d  a t  a l l ,  t r u t h  i s  a  m a c r e r

o f  w h e t h e r  o u r  b e l i e f s  o r  s t a t e i n e n t s  r i g h t l y  h i t  o f f  w h a t

o b t a i n s  i n  i L ,  a n d  n o t  m e r e l y  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t s  o f  o u r  s t a t e -

m e n t s  a r n o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  o r  w i L h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  i m p r e s s i v e

a n d  w e l l - r e g a r d e d  p e r s o n s .

I t  i s  o n e  a g r e e a b l e  c o r o J - I a 1 1 '  o f  t h e  n o - f o u n d a r r o n s

v i e v r ,  a s  I  h a v e  s a i d ,  L h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  s h o u f d  b e  I e f t  t o  p u r s u e

t h e i r  c a l l i n g  j u s t  a s  t h e y  d o ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  i n v i t e d

o r  even  cons t ra i ned  t o  f o l f ow  some  ove ra l l -  me thod .  Bu t  i t

m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  a s k e d ,  f o r  w h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  s o c i e t y  v a l u e s

s c l e n t l s t s ?  I t  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b f e  t o  s u p p o s e ,  t h a t  t h e  a n s w e r

i s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e m p l o y  a  m e t h o d  o r  m e t h o d s

by  wh i ch  t hey  t end  t o  f i nd  ou t  v / ha t  1s  t r ue ,  wha t  i s  t he

c a s e ,  a b o u t  t h e  v r ' o r l d .  ( M o s t  s c i e n t i s t s ,  I  u n d e r s t a n d ,  d o

n o t  r e o a r d  t h e t n q e  I  v e q  a q  m c r c l  r z  i  n  f  h a  l ^ r r r q  i  n a < q  n f  n r n dr r v L  l L Y u l u  , , , ! ! L r f  _ _  r - _ _ u c r n g

+ ^ ^ L - - ^  r  ^ - r  ^ -  1  ^ ^ ^ - r  r  o q  .  n 6 r  d o  m - q l .  n f h e r  n a n n l  a  r a n r r r tY U U u r s J  ,  r r v r  l s Y o l u

f h e n r  )  L p f  r l q  q r r n n a q p  i  n  c n m m n n  w i  t h  f h o  I  i  f \ '  ^ fv q Y Y v J L  -  _ J  _ -  m a n _

k i n d ,  t h a t  " L h e  r e a l  w o r I d "  i s  s o r n e t h i n g  w h i c h  a t  I c a s t  m i g h t

c o n c e i v a b l y  b e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  o f  t h j - n g s  a n d

s t a t e s  o i  a f f a i r s  t h a t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m u n i t y  h a p p e n  t o

b e l  i e v e  L o  e x j s t  a n d  t o  o b t a i n  a t  a n y  o n e  t i m e .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,
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how a re  we  t o  know  tha t  t he  be l - i e f s  o f  s c i en t i s t s  a re  mo re

I i ke l y  a t  f eas t  t o  app rox ima te  t o  t he  t r u th  abou t  t hose  aspec t s

of  the real  wor l -d wi th which they are concerned than those

of anyone else? The moment one gives a reason for  supposing

tha t  t hey  a re  by  po in t i ng  ou t  t he  excep t i ona l l y  ca re fu l

and  me thod i ca l  s c ru t i ny  t o  wh i ch  sc i en t i s t s  sub jec t  t he  re l e -

van t  da ta ,  o r  t he  sc rupu lous  ra t i ona l i t y  w i t h  wh i ch  t hey

sub jec t  t he i r  t heo r i es  t o  t es t j - ng  - -  one  i s  back  w i t h  f ounda -

t i ons  f o r  know ledge .

The foundat ions once proposed for  knowledge proved,

o r  a t  any  ra te  we re  a l l eged ,  t o  be  i nadequa te .  Bu t  t he  t hes i s

advanced  as  a  consequence  o f  t h i s ,  t ha t  t he re  a re  no  f oun -

da t i ons  f o r  know ledge ,  and  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  t ha t  t he re  i s  no
' g i ven '  i - n  r e l - a t i on  t o  wh i ch  we  can  t es t  t he  t r u th  o f  ou r

c l a ims  (whe re  ' t r u t h '  i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  co r respondence  by  ou r

s ta temen ts  w i t h  s t a tes  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  a  wo r l d  wh i ch  ex i - s t s

p r i o r  t o  and  i ndependen t l y  o f  ou r  s t a temen ts  abou t  i t )  l eads

to  conc lus i ons  wh i ch  seem a t  l eas t  equa l l y  j - nposs ib l e  t o

accep t .  I s  t he re  any  way ,  i t  may  be  asked ,  o f  r ev i s i ng  o r

repa i r i ng  t he  o l de r  doc t r i ne  o f  f ounda t i ons ,  o r  o f  subs t i t u t -

i ng  a  new  one ,  i n  such  a  way  as  t o  mee t  t he  d i f f i cu l t i e s?

A M o d e s t P r o p o s a l -

Any proposal  about the foundat ions of  knowledge must

have  two  s teps :  ( i )  a  desc r i p t i on  o f  wha teve r  i t  i s  t ha t

i s  supposed  t o  be  ' g i ven ' ;  ( i i )  an  accoun t  o f  t he  p rocedu res

wh i ch  a re  t o  be  app l j - ed  t o  t h i s  ' g i ven '  i f  know ledge  i s  ac tu -

a l l y  t o  be  ob ta i ned . rT  To  dea l  w i t h  t he  ' 9 i ven '  f . i r s t  - -  a re

pe rcep t i ons  o f  ma te r i a l  ob j ec t s  ' bas i c ' ,  o r  a re  sense -expe r i -

ence?  As  I  have  a l r eady  t r i ed  t o  show ,  bo th  c l a ims  a re  sub jec t

t o  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  wh i ch  have  l ed  no t  a  f ew  t o  deny  t ha t  t he re

i s  any  ' g i ven '  e l emen t  i n  know ledge .  Howeve r ,  i t  seems  t o

me  tha t  t he  d i f f i cu l t i e s  can  be  reso l ved  i f  each  i s  t aken

to  be  bas i c  i n  a  d i f f e ren t  manne r ,  t he  l a t t e r  i n  r espec t

to exper ience,  the former in respect  to J.anguage. To put

the matter  roughly and succinct ly ,  hre could not  speak of

a real  publ ic  wor ld unless we had exper iences which are in

an important  sense pr ivate to us;  however,  we could not  speak

o f  t hese  expe r i ences  un less  we  cou ld  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace  speak

o f  ma te r j - a l  ob j ec t s  i n  a  pub l i c  wo r l d .  Qua  g i venness  t o  sensa -

t i on ,  expe r i ences  a re  bas i c ;  qua  l anquage  and  j udgmen t ,  ma te r -

i a l  ob j ec t s  a re  so .  We  cou ld  neve r  say  t r u l y  t ha t  we  pe rce i ved
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I  m d t e r i a l -  o b j e c t  u n l e s s  w e  h a d  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  s e n s e - e x p e r i -

n n  f  h a  n f h o r  h : n e l  r d a  . ^ l r  1  d  n n f  q n e : k  n f  q e n q p - c x n c r i  -

, ' - l ^ - -  ^ n r r l e l  c n o : k  n f  m : t c r i e l  n h i o n j ' c  I 8  S ^  m r r . hJ  P s u , r  v v  r ' . u ! r r  ,

h v  w a v  o f  a  n r e l  i m i n a r v  q k e t c h -  f o r  f h a  f i  r s f  s f c n :  i  t  w i l lv 1  v l q ] u P l  ! l + | l l r r r g ! '

b e  t h e  m o r e  e a s i l y  e x t e n d e d  a n d  j u s t i f i e d  b y  a t t e n t i o n  t o

t h e  s e c o n d .

The  f i r s t  Do in t  t o  be  made  abou t  t he  second  sbep  i s

F h >  t s  t s h a  n r n n o d r r r a c  F n r  : r r i  r l i  n a  : i  l < n n u r  I  a d a a  ^ n  f h o  h : c i  cy L v u  v u u ! L J

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  c a n r r o t  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  I o g i c  i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s e n s e ;

a n d  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  c o n L e m p o r a r y  d e s p a i r  o f  t h e

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f l n d i n g  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  k n o w l e d g e  i s  d u e  l a r g e l y

t o  t h e  m r s a p p r e h e n s j o n  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  r , r e r e  s u c h  f o u n d a t i o n s ,

t hey  cou ld  be  so  reduced .  Each  human  be ing ,  howeve r  p r im i t i ve

o r  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  h i s  c u l t u r a l  m . i I i e u ,  I e a r n s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e

o f  g r c w i n g  u p  a n  o r d i n a r y  I a n g u a g e  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  q u i t e  l a r g e l y

i n  i udgmen ts  f r amed  i n  t e rms  o f  concep t i . ons  wh i ch  have  been

f a s i a . l  t  h r n r r c h  a  w i  d c  r a n o e  o f  e x n e r  i  e n c p  :  a n d  n r r r  i  n s t i n c try

i s  u s u a l l y  t o  m o v e  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  L o  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t - I y  a p p r o p r i a t e

i  r r A n m o n l -  - -  1 - h r i  i  c  f n  f h a  o F  f a a l  1 . h a f  f  h i n d q  r a a  I  I  r r  : r e  : q  i - h a r r

s e e m  t o  b e  i n  o u r  e x p e r j . e n c e .  l t  d o e s  n o t  u s u a l l y  p r o v e  w o r t h

d a o o e r  h e f o r c  r r s  - -  w h e n

o u r  v i s u a l  o r  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h i s  -

f o  c l c l e v  o r r r  i  n s f  i  n . l  i  r z c  n r n n c n q i  f v  l - o  i : r r i o e  f h a  i r  f h e r e  g g l g -
)  

v v  
)

a l l y  i s  a  d a g g e r  b e f o r e  u s .  N o w  n o  s i n g l e  o n e  o f  t h e  v a s t

^ c  ^ _ r l _ _ - . '  l a n o r r a o e s  c a n  l ' r e  m e i n l v  p r r n n c n l r q  i . n  t h ea r  !  d y  I  f u r r Y  u u Y L  ' ( ' o r , ' r J

no rma l  j udgmen ts  o f  obse rvab le  phys i ca l  f ac t  wh i ch  i t  makes

o r  p r e s u p p o s e s ;  o t h e r w i s e  i t s  u s e r s  h / o u I d  n o t  h a v e  s u r v i v e d .

O n e  n e e d s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  p o i s o n  b e r r i e s  a n d  t i g e r s ,

and  l ndeed  t o  be  ab le  t o  make  ra the r  a  l a rge  number  o f  t r ue

s ta temen ts  abou t  t hem,  g i ven  t ha t  one  i s  ab le  t o  t h i nk  and

t a l k  a t  a I l ,  i f  o n e  i s  g o i n g  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  a  j u n g l e  f u I I

n f  n a  i  c a n  | r o r r i o q  r n d  f  i  n o r c

M e n t a  I  I  v  t o  d  i  v i  d e  i  h e  e x n e r i e n c e  v t h i c h  i s  a t  t h e  b a s i s

^ f  f h 6  i  , , r l d n 6 ^ t  f r n m  f h o  i  r r d n m o n f  i  l . c a l  F  r o a , r  i  r o c  c n m o_ _  * _ . . . ,  p a r n s

: n d  c n n h i  q l -  i  n : f  i  n n .  l - r r r f  i  t  . A n  d r r i f a  r o a d i  I  r r  h o  d n n o
v v F r r 4 v  e  ! v e  e 4 v . r  

t

as  has  been  demons t ra ted  ad  nauseam by  t hose  ph i ] osophe rs

w h o  h a v e  w r i t t e n  o f  i m p r e s s i o n s '  ,  
' s e n s e - d a t a '  

,  
' s e n s e - c o n -

t en t s '  ,  and  so  on .  Any  occas ion  on  \ , / h i ch  we  recogn i ze  a  d i f f e r -

ence between vrhat  is  and ! ' ihat  seems to be so involves some

k i n d  o f  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h i s  c a p a c i t y .  T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n

may  hones t l y  r epo r t  h i s  expe r i ences ,  t d i t hou t ,  ho \deve r  t en ta t i ve l y ,
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making any judgnent about states of  af fa i rs external  to those

expe r i ences  t hemse fves . r s  (P resumab l y  he  cou ld  no t  do  So r

unl-ess he could also make judgments about observable physical

s t a tes  o f  a f f a i r s ;  bu t  t ha t  i s  ano the r  ma t t e r . )  I t  i s  t he re fo re

m is l ead ing  t o  ass im i l a t e  a I1  p r ima  f ac i e  r epo r t s  o f  sensa t i on

to  mo re  o r  l ess  m i s taken  o r  t en ta t i ve  s ta temen ts  abou t  ob jec t s

i n  t he  repo r t e r r s  immed j -a te  phys i ca l  env i r onmen t '  as  one

may be tempted to do in an ef for t  to show that  there need

be  no  such  en t i t i e s  as  t sense -expe r i ences t  a t  a I 1 .  Now  one

may quarrel  wi th the terminology;  but  i t  does seem pret ty

odd to deny what is  at  f i rs t  s ight  the obvious fact  that

r . re may enjoy sense-exper iences,  but  wi thhold judgnent a l toge-

ther about the publ ic  state of  af fa i rs vth ich accounts for

them. I  th ink that  what mot ivates some phi losophers to engage

in  t h i s  cu r i ous  maneuve r  i s  t he  f ea r  t ha t ,  i f  such  en t i t i e s

as  ' sense -expe r i ences '  a re  a l l owed  t o  ga in  any  f oo t i ng  i n

ou r  on to l ogy ,  we  w i l l  f i nd  ou rse l ves  a l t oge the r  cu t  o f f  f r om

the  pub l i c  wo r l d  o f  phys i ca l  ob jec t s  and  even t s .  Bu t  t h i s

f ea r  i s  g round less .  The  rea l  wo r1d ,  i nc l ud ing  phys i ca l  ob jec t s

and  wha teve r  e l se  t he re  may  be ,  cons i s t s  i n  wha t  i s  t o  be

known by iudqments for  which our sense-exper iences provide

the  bas j - c  ev i dence .  One  i s  i n  dange r  o f  l o s i ng  t he  rea l  wo r l d

no t  as  a  r esu l t  o f  adm j . t t i ng  t ha t  t he re  a re  sense -expe r i ences ,

bu t  as  a  r esu l t  o f  con fus i ng  t he  rea f  t h i ngs  wh i ch  a re  t he

potent ia l  obiects of  adequately-grounded iudgments wi th the

expe r i ences  wh i ch  u l t ima te l y  p rov i de  t he  q rounds  f o r t hese .20

What is  the re lat ion of  sense-exper iences to the judgments

in v i r tue of  which ne come to know the real  wor ld? I t  seems

t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  k n o w  a  w o r l d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  r e a L t h i n g s

and events which exist  largefy pr ior  to and independent ly

o f  ou rse l ves ,  we  have  no t  on l y  ( 1 )  t o  en joy  sense -expe r i ences ,

bu t  a l so  l 2 l  t o  conce i ve  poss ib i l i t i e s ,  and  (3 )  t o  j udge

tha t  some  o f  t he  poss ib i l i t i e s  a re  r ea l i zed .2 r  Fo r  examp le ,

to know that  a horse and cart  have just  passed by my window,

I  cha rac te r i s t i ca l l y  have  (  1  )  t o  have  had  v i sua l  and  au ra l

sensat ions as thouqh of  a horse and cart  passing my window,

l2 l  to have conceived the possib i l i ty  of  i ts  having done

so ,  and  (3 )  t o  have  j udged  t ha t  t h i s  poss ib i l i t y  i s  t he  one

tha t  bes t  f i t s  t he  ev i dence .  I t  i s  wo r t h  no t i ng ,  f o r  l a t e r

at tent ion and discussion,  that  not  only the conscious contents

o f  expe r i ence ,  bu t  a l so  t he  consc ious  ac t s  o f  conce i v i ng

and  j udg ing ,  appea r  t o  be  i t ems  o f  wh i ch  I  am  d i r ec t l y  awa re ,

1  8 7
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a n d  c a n ,  o \  a p . o r o i ? r i a t e  a t t e n t i o n ,  i i t a k e  m y s e l f  m o r e  a w a r e .

( L o c k e  r n a d e  t h i s  p c i n t  v r h e n  h e  i n a i r r t a i n e d  t h a t  ' r e f l e c t i o n ' ,

a s  v r e l l  a s  ' s e n s a t i o n '  
,  w a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  ' i d e a s '  w h i c l - r

w e r e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e . 2 2 )  T h i s  i s  p e r h a , : s  n o s t

o b v i o u s  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  I  a r n  p u z z l e d  f o r  a  w h i l e  a s  t o  w h a t

t o  r xak3  o f  r ny  ex l t e i : i ence  - -  sa1 ' ,  when  i t  i s  dus l l ,  o r  r ay  i r np res -

s r o n  . i s  a  v c r y  f l e e t i n g  o n e .  I n  s u c h  a  c a s e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n

n o v i n g  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  i m 1 : r e s s i o n  a s  t h o u g h  c f  a  h o r s e

a n d  c a r ' .  t o  t h e  j u d g m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  h o r s e  a n d  c a r t  i n

m y  v l c l . n r t y ,  I  m a y  w o n d e r  f : > r  s o m e  t i m e ,  " W h a t  w a s  i t ? ' , ,

a n c l  o n l y  l a t e r  h i t  o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  l e t  a . L o n e  e s t a b l - i s h

t h e  f a c t ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  h o r s e  a n d  c a r t .  I t  i s  a l s o  w o r t h y

o f  r e n a r k ,  t h a t  t h e  t w o  k l n d s  o f  q u e s t i o n r n g  w h i c h  a r e  a p t

t o  u n d e r l i e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h r :  c o n c e i v i n g  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s

and  t he  nak i r r c ;  o f  j udgmenLs  ( " - ,Vha t_  r n i gh t  t h l s  be? " ,  o r  t 'Why

r u r j q h t  t h l s  b e  s o ? " ;  a n d  " D o e s  t h a t  e x i s i ? " ,  o r  " f s  t h a t  s o ? " ) ,

a r e  a l s o  : t : t i v i t i e s  o f  w h r c h  w e  a r e  d i r e c t J - y  c o n s c i o u s ,  a n d

t o  w h r c h  i v e  c a n  a i t e n ' 1 .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  t o  e x e r c i s e

t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  m e n t a f  c a p a c l t y ,  a n d  t o  b e  i n  s o m e  s e n s e  d w a r e

o f  d o i n g  s o ;  i t  r s  a n o t h e r  t o  s p e l l  o u t  o u r  a w a r e n e s s  t o

ou rse l ves .  Dav l - c i  Hune ,  f o r  exanp le ,  v , / as  an  eno rmous l y  i n t e l , l - i -

g e n t  r n a n  ( g o o d  a t  i r a r n i n g  c o n c e o t i o n s  a n d  c o n c o c t i n g  h y p o _

t n e s e s r  a t .  a s k i n g  a n d  a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  , W h a t ? '

a n d  ' W h y ? '  k i n d s ) ;  a n d  a  h i q h l y  r e a s o n a b l e  o n e  a s  w e t l  ( g o o d

a t  a f f i r m i n g  w h a t  h e  h a d  c o n c e i v e d  a s  s o  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

t h e  a v a i l a b f e  e v i d e n c e ) ,  b u t  f o r  a l l  t h a t -  h e  c o n c e i v e d  a n d

a f f i r m e d  i n  e f f e c t  h e  w a s  n o  c o n c e i v e r  o r  a f f i r n r e r ,  b u t  a

mere  bund le  o f  sensa t i ons  and  rne rnc r y - t r aces  . 23

P o s s i b f e O b i e c t i o n s t o t h e p r o p o s a - l

I t  m a y  b e  o b j e c t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a c t s  o f  c o n c e i v i n g  a n d
j u d g i n g  t o  w h j c h  I  h a v e  a l i u d e d ,  a n d  t h e  a c t s  o f  q u e s t r o n r n g

w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  u n d e r l i e  t h e m ,  a r e  s u b j e c t i v e  n e n t a l

e v e n t s  u h : c h  c o u l d  c n l y  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  t h e  k i n d  o f  " p r i v a t e
l a n g u a g e "  w h i c h  v / a s  p i l l o r i e d  b y  W i t t g e n s t e i n ;  a n d  h e n c e

t h a t  t o  p o s t u l a t e  t h e m  a t  a I I  i s  i n a d m i s s i b l e .  B u t  t h e  a n s w e r

i s  t h a t  n o  s u c h  c o n c l u s i o n s  c a n  v a l i d l y  b e  d r a w n  f r o m  w h a t

v J i t t g e n s t e l n  a c t u a . l l y  s a y s  a b o u t  p r i v a t e  l a n g u a g e s ,  e v e n

r i  c n e  a c c e p t s  t h i s  a s  c o r r e c t .  A  p r i v a t e  l a n g u a g e ,  o n  W i t t -

g e n s t e i n ' s  a c c o u n t ,  i s  o n e  w h i c h  r e f e r s  t o  s o m e  i n n e r  o r
p r i va te  even t  f o r  wh i ch  t he re  a re  no  cus tona ry  pub l - i c  c r j - t e r r a

i n  t h e  ; : l a n n e r ,  f o r  e x a r n p l e ,  t h a t  w r i t h i n g ,  g r o a n i n g ,  a n d
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a constra ined nanner of  speaking are character j -st ic  of  pain.2rRrt

there are plenty of  publ ic  behavioral  cr i ter ia by means of

which we can recognj .ze that  someone is wonder ing or  inquir ing,

o r  has  conce i ved  a  poss ib i l i t y ,  o r  j udges  t ha t  i t  i s  so .

I f  th is is  the correct  account of  the manner in which

our exper ience is  re lated to our knowledge of  the real  wor ld,

none of  the puzzles ment ioned in the second sect ion of  th is

a r t i c l e  r ema in  t o  p l ague  us .  Fo r  a t  t h i s  r a te ,  i t  i s  ne i t he r

t he  case  t ha t  t o  t a l k  abou t  na te r i a l  ob j ec t s  i s  i n  t he  l as t

ana l ys i s  j us t  t o  t a l k  abou t  sense -expe r i ences ,  no r  t ha t  ma te r -

ia l  objects are what are di rect ly  g iven i -n our exper ience

- -  w i t h  t he  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t ha t  each  pos i t i on  en ta i l s .  Russe l l r s

one - t ime  v i ew ,  t ha t  t he  ex i s t ence  o f  a  wo r l d  o f  na ie r i a l

ob jec t s  commends  i t se l f  as  t he  bes t  exp lana t i on  o f  ou r  sense -

expe r i ence .  i s  i n  a  manne r  v l nd i ca ted ;2sas  i s  t he  t hes i s  t ha t

ma te r i a l  ob j ec t s  a re  r i gh t l y  t o  be  pos tu l a ted  as  causes  o f

our experJ.ence.  For to conceive that  a state of  af fa i rs in

t he  phys i ca l  wo r l d  may  be  So r  and  t o  j udge  t ha t  i t  i s  so ,

on the basis of  exper ience,  is  indeed to provide an explana-

t i on  o f  t ha t  expe r i ence .  And  t o  say  t ha t  such -and -such  ma te r -

i a l  ob j ec t s  a re  w i t h i n  ou r  env i r onmen t  i s  o f t en  t o  exp la i n

why we have the exper j -ence we do,  and thus to assign a cause

fo r  t ha t  expe r i ence .

The c la im that  there are two aspecLs of  the gj -ven,  each

bas i c  i n  i t s  own  way ,  has  f u r t he r  t o  be  e l abo ra ted  and  j us t i -

f ied.  The ul t imate foundat ions of  knowledge in exper ience

do  no t ,  a t  l eas t  no rma l l y ,  cons i s t  o f  p ropos i t i ons  wh i ch ,

i n  any  use fu l  sense ,  can  be  sa id  t o  be  kno r r / n .  I  can  a r t i cuLa te

the foundat ions of  my knowledqe in my exper ience by the use

o f  ce r t a i n  exp ress ions ,  f u11  o f  ph rases  l - i ke  r sense -da ta r ,

'  sense-contents '  
,  and so on,  in whlch anal .yt ical  phi losophers

of  the generat ion of  Russel l -  and Moore used to be very pro-

f i c i en t ;  bu t  I  need  no t  do  so ,  and  I  do  no t  cha rac te r i s t i ca l l y

do so,  and only in so far  as I  d id so rr rould my apprehension

o f  t hem a t  a f l  p l aus ib l y  be  wo r th  ca l l i ng  ' know ledge ' .  Wh i l e

a red patch at  the corner of  my v isual  f ie ld may be the grounds

o f  ny  know ledge  t ha t  my  w i f e ' s  d ress i ng  gown  i s  i n  t he  l i v i ng

room of  my house, i t  is  an abuse of  vrords to c la im that  I

know that  f  have such a patch at  the corner of  my v isual

f ie ld,  except perhaps in the case that  I  g ive my at tent ion

to  t he  ma t t e r .  Usua l l y ,  f o r  p rac t i ca l  pu rposes ,  t he  j us t i f i ca -

t ion of  knowledge-cla ims by appeal  to exper ience stops short
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w i t h  s o m e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p e r c e i v e d  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  a n d  e v e n t s .

"How  do  you  know  tha t  you r  aun t  j - s  a r r i v i ng  he re  t omor row? ' r

"we l ] ,  he re  r - s  a  l e t t e r  i n  he r  handwr i t i ng  i n f o rm ing  me  o f

h e r  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  a n d  s h e  i s  u s u a l l y  a  r e l i a b l e

, . , h ^  - + i ^ 1 . -  f n  h p r  n l e n s . , ,  T h c ^ - o r i n r ' l  l r z  f h o  ^ 1 1 6 S t i O nP < !  - u '  I  P r o r r r  .  r  r r s v r  s  e  r e q l f I  r  u r r c  Y q (

c o u l d  s t i f l  b e  p r e s s e d ,  " H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a

l e t t e r  h e f o r e  v o r :  ^ .  + L ^  r . r - !  ! L ^ !  " o r r  s a v ? "  T h c  r c n l v  C O U I dr v u  u !  L r r a  L  y  v u  r s J  -  r  r r L  r  L y r J

b e  m a d e ,  " 1  h a v e  v i s u a l  a n d  t a c t j l e  s e n s e - i m p r e s s i o n s  a p p r o p r i -

a t F  f o  f h  i  s  h c  i  n o  ^ - r  r  L ^ " ^  - 1  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a tv L  r r r 9

I  a m  h a b i t u a l l y  o r  t e m p o r a r - i I y  s u b j e c t  t o  h a l L u c i n a t i o n s

rega rd i - ng  such  ma t t e r s .  "

I n  n r i n e i n l e -  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  o u r  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  m a t e r i a l

o b j e c t s  i n  o u r  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  c a n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y

h e  i r r s f i f i e d  i  n  t h '  -  3 e l d o mL r r f  >  n I l l u  U r  w d y  ,  L U t  d  M r r a L  w c  v s l  y  I

f i n d  i t  w o r t h  w h i l e  s o  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e m .  H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e

theo re t i ca l  t e rm  o f  such  r rHov ,  do  you  know  tha t  .  .  . ? "  ques -

t i o n s  i s  a p p e a l  t o  s e n s e - i m p r e s s i o n s ,  d o e s  n o t  i m p l y  t h a t

j , t  i s  doub t f u l  whe the r  we  can  rea I l y  pe rce i ve  o r  come  to

know  abou t  a  pub l i c l y - sha red  v l o r l d  o f  phys i ca l  ob jec t s ,  o r

t h a t  w e  m i g h t  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  h a v e  n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a n y -

t h i n g  b u t  s e n s e - i m p r e s s i o n s ;  o n e  c o u l d  o n l y  r e a c h  s u c h  a

c o n c l u s i o n  b y  d i n t  o f  c o n f u s i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  a  j u d g m e n t

( t h a t  s u c h - a n d - s u c h  a  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  a c t u a l l y  i s  t h e  c a s e )

w i t h  t he  u l - t ima te  g rounds  i n  expe r j , ence  by  \ , , / h i ch  such  a  j udg -

men t  may  be  suppo r ted .  S t i l I ,  we  cou ld  no t  t a f k  abou t  such

expe r i ences  i f  we  cou ld  no t  t a l k  abou t  t he  phys i ca l  ob jec t s

a n d  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  o c c a s i o n  t h e m .

T h i s  i s  t h e  r e a l  l e s s o n  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s

d i spa rag ing  remarks  abou t  p r i va te  l anguages .

w h a t  1 s  a p t  t o  g o  w r o n g  i n  d i s c u s s l o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r

i s  w e l l -  i f L u s t r a t e d  b y  W i l f r i d  S e l l - a r s .  S e l l a r s  a t t a c k s  t h e

n o t i o n  o f  ' f o u n d a t i o n s '  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  o f  w h a t  h e  c a l l s
r r t - h o  m r r f h  n f  t h o  a i  r r o n r r  : c  r r m i c l a a i  j - ^  i -  + h - +  i  +  L o o n cr L ' t J r u u u r r r Y  r  f r r  L r r o  L  I  L

u s  f r o m  s e e i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  l o g i c a l  d i m e n s i o n  i n  w h i c h

o L h e r  e m p i r i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  r e s t  o n  o b s e r v a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s ,

t he re  i s  ano the r  d imens ion  i n  wh i - ch  t he  l a t t e r  r es t  on  t he

f o r m e r . " 2 5  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  f o r

w h i c h  I  m y s e l f  h a v e  b e e n  a r g u i n g .  S e I I a r s  h i m s e l f  p r o t e s t s

tha t  he  by  no  means  w i shes  t o  c l a im  t ha t  human  know ledge

has  no  f ounda t i on  a t  a I I ,  i n  a  sense  t ha t  wou ld  sugges t  t ha t

i t  was  on  t he  sane  Leve f  as  r umors  and  hoaxes .  He  a l so  remarks

t h a r t  " e m p i r i c a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  I i k e  i t s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e x t e n s i o n ,
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sc ience ,  i s  r a t i ona l ,  no t  because  i t  has  a  f ounda t i on ,  bu t

because  i t  i s  a  se l f - co r rec t i ng  en te rp r i se  wh i ch  can  pu t

anv  c l a im  i n  j eopa rdy  t hough  no t  a l l  a t  once . "27Bu t  e i t he r

he can spel l  out  what i t  is  to have reasonable grounds for

pu t t i ng  a  c l a im  i n  j eopa rdy ,  o r  he  canno t .  I f  he  canno t ,

he  i s  f o r ced  i n t o  t ha t  r ad  j . ca l l y  an t i - f ounda t i ona l  i  s t  pos i t i on

(ma j -n ta i ned ,  f o r  examp le ,  by  Feye rabend2s  )  acco rd i ng  t o  wh i ch

one  n i gh t  as  we l l -  change  one ' s  be l i e f s  as  a  r esu l t  o f  a  t h rea t

o r  a  b r i be  as  because  o f  adegua te  emp i r i ca l  ev i dence .  I f

he  can ,  t hen  t he  spe l l i ng -ou t  o f  wha t  coun t s  as  such  "adequa te

emp i r i ca l .  ev i dence "  amoun ts  t o  no th i ng  l ess  t han  an  a r t i cu l a -

t i on  o f  f ounda t i ons .  The  l a t t e r ,  i . t  seems  c Iea r ,  i s  c l oses t

t o  Se l l a r ' s  ac tua l  pos i t i on ;  wh i ch  wou ld  much  l ess  m is l ead ing l y

have been expressed as a revised posi t ive account of  founda-

t i ons  and  o f  wha t ,  and  i n  wha t  sense ,  i s  g i ven ,  t han  as  a

re j ec t i on  o f  f ounda t i ons  and  o f  any  g i ven  e l emen t  i n  human

know ledge .  And  as  a  ma t t e r  o f  f ac t ,  h i s  m i s l ead ing  t e rm j -no logy

has encouraged some phi losophers to adopt the v iew that  there

are no foundat ions of  knowledge whatever,  and no element

i n  know ledge  wh i ch  j - s  i n  any  sense  g i ven .  And  a t  t ha t  r a te ,

the only d i f ference between knowledge on the one hand, and

rumors  and  hoaxes  on  t he  o the r ,  i s  soc i a l  accep tab i l i t y .

To  c i t e  consc i - ous  men ta l  ac t i v i t i e s  as  r e l evan t  t o  t he

theory of  knowledge is to inv i te the charge,  much feared

by  ana l y t i ca l  ph i l osophe rs ,  o f  ' p sycho log i sm '  . 30  Howeve r ,  i t  i s

one th ing for  the forming of  concepts and hypotheses and

the  p ropound ing  o f  j udgmen ts  t o  be  men ta l  ac t s l  i t  i s  ano the r

t h i ng  f o r  t he  qua l i t j . e s  a t t r i bu ted  t o  t h i ngs  and  t he  d i s t i nc -

t ions drawn between them by the judgments to be merely a

ma t te r  o f  psycho logy .  I t  i s  by  an  ac t  o f  unde rs tand ing  wh i ch

may  f a i r l y  be  t hough t  o f  as  men ta l  ( how  e l se  wou ld  one  t h i nk

of  i t?)  that  I  grasp that  the sguare root  of  two cannot be

the  quo t i en t  o f  any  two  i n t ege rs ,  howeve r  l a rge ;  bu t  i t  by

no means fo l lows that  what is  grasped through the act  of

unde rs tand ing  i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  psycho logy .  And  i t  i s  on l y  t h i s

I as t  v i ew  wh i ch  can  be  ca l - l ed  ' psycho log i sm '  i n  any  sense

wh i ch  i s  ve r y  obv ious l y  v i c i ous .

How empir ic is t  is  the account of  foundat ions which I

have  ou t l i ned?  I t  i s  ce r t a i n l y  emp i r i c i s t  i n  t ha t  i t  a t t emp ts

to ar t iculate foundat ions of  knowledge in exper ience --  even

f i nd ing  some  use  f o r  t ha t  no t i on  o f  r aw  sense -expe r i ence ,

so  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  ea r l i e r  twen t i e t h - cen tu r y  emp i r i c i sm ,

1 9 1
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and  now  so  w ide l y  be l - i eved  t o  be  d i sc red i t ed .  I t  i s  no t  emp i r i -

t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  b v  n o  m e a n s  o b v i o r r s l  vU f >  L  ,  l r u w e v E l  ,  I l r  L I r g  s e l l 5 g  L l l d  L  f  L  - -  -  - u u r + f

f o l f ows  f r om i t  t ha t  eve ry  ob jec t  o f  know ledge  i s  an  ac tua l

o r  e v e n  a  p o t e n t i a l  o b j e c t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  i t  i s  o n e  t h i n g

f o r  i u d g m e n t  t o  b e  c o n f i r m e d  b y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  f o r  i t  t o  h a v e

g r o u n d s  i n  e x p e r i e n c e ;  i t  r s  a n o t h e r  t h j - n g  f o r  w h a t  t h e  j u d g -

m e n t  i s  a b o u t  t o  b e  a n  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  o b j e c t  o f  e x p e r i -

e n c e .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  ' m a s s '  i n  N e w t o n ' s  s e n s e  m a y  b e  v e r i f i e d

i n  c o u n t l e s s  i n s t a n c e s  i n  a  s c i e n t i s t ' s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  i t

d o c q  n n l _  c n r r p q n n n d  d  i  r a c f  I  r r  f ^  : n \ / + h i  h ^  ' . ' h i ^ h  LL v r ! L r y v r r s  q , , 1 r n r - n g  w n r - c n  c a n  D e c o m e

f h c  d i r o c j .  d h i a . f  a f  h i  q  a w n o r i a n c i n - '  - r n l  i  o cv v  r u e L  v r  r r r  5  s ^ P s ! f E r r u r r 1 9  ,  d r r u  L r r E  s a r r r E  d P y r r L J

t o  L h e  L h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n

t o  t . h e  o b s e r v a b l e  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  y o u  o r  I  m a y  h a v e  f o r  t h e m .

The re  i s  ano the r  way  i n  wh i ch  t he  accoun t  i s  emp i r i c i s t  acco rd -

i n g  t o  o n e  c r i t e r i o n ,  n o t  a n o t h e r  - -  i n  a  s e n s e  \ " / h i c h  a p p l i e s

t o  L o c k e ,  b u t  n o t  q u i t e  t o  H u m e  o r  t o  m o s t  s u b s e q u e n t  e m p i r i -

c i s t s .  L i k e  L o c k e ' s  v i e w ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  e n t a i f  t h a t  a n y  o f

ou r  ' i deas '  a re  i nna te .  Bu t  l t  does  adn i t  wha t  Locke  wou ld

c a l I  ' r e f l e c t i o n '  
,  a s  w e l l  a s  ' s e n s a t i o n '  

,  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f
' i d e a s ' .  T h a t  i s  t o  s d y r  i t  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t  w e  n o t  o n l y

unde rgo  sense -expe r i ence ,  bu t  a l so  emp loy  ou r  m inds  w i t h

r e s p e c t  t o  i t ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  f o r m i n g  h y p o t h e s e s ,  e n v i s a g -

i n g  p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  m a r s h a l l i n g  e v i d e n c e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t

ou r  hypo theses  o r  poss ib l e  exp lana t i ons ,  mak ing  j udgmen ts

as  t o  wha t  i s  so  on  t he  bas i s  o f  ou r  expe r i ence  and  ou r  hypo -

t h e s e s ,  a n d  s o  o n .  T h i s  c o n s c i o u s  a c t i v i t y  o f  o u r  m i n d s  $ r i t h

r e s p e c t  t o  s e n s a t i " o n  m a y  a l s o  c o m e  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  ( f o r

a I l  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  e x c l u d e d  b y  a n d  l a r g e  f r o m  a t t e n t i o n

b y  m o d e r n  e m p i r i c i s t s ,  a s  w e I I  a s  b y  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  i n

t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  m o v e m e n t ) ,  a n d  i t s e f f  b e c o m e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r

f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  h y p o t h e s e s ,  a n d  j u d g m e n t s .  W h a t  d o  s e e m

to  be  i nna te  a re  p red i spos i t i ons  t o  pe r f o rm  the  men ta l  ac t s

wh i ch  w i l l  enab le  us  t o  acqu i r e  know ledge  when  app l i ed  t o

t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ;  r " r e  a c q u i r e  c o n c e p t s  o r  ' i d e a s '

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s u c h  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  q u i t e  u n n e c e s -

s a r y  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o r  ' i d e a s '  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s

i n n a t e .

Bu t  wha teve r  t he  r i gh t s  and  w rongs  o f  i n t r ospec t i on

as  a  me thod  o f  i nves t i ga t i ng  human  men ta l  ope ra t i ons ,  t he

m a t t e r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  a t  i s s u e  h e r e ,  t h e  a r t i c u f a t i o n  a n d

de fense  o f  f ounda t i , ons  f o r  know ledge ,  does  no t  dependon  i t .

Tha t  human  be ings  a t t end to  expe r i ence ,  f r ame  hypo theses ,
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and  j udge ,  as  a  means  o f  ge t t i ng  a t  t he  t r u th  abou t  t h i ngs ,

i s  ce r t a i n l y  t r ue ,  as  j - s  de rnons t ra ted  by  t he  f o l l ow ing  a rgu -

men t .  Suppose  someone  den j - es  t ha t  t h i s  i s  so .  Has  he  a t t ended

to  t he  re l evan t  ev i dence?  Has  he  env i saged  poss ib l e  exp lana -

t i ons  f o r  t h i s  ev i dence?  Does  he  make  h i s  den ia l  as  t he  bes t

way of  account ing for  the evidence? I f  he does not  do each

o f  t hese  t h i ngs ,  h i s  den ia l  i s  no t  t o  be  t aken  se r i ous l - y ,

l ack i ng  as  i t  does  any  ves t i ge  o f  j us t j - f i ca t i on .  Bu t  i f  he

does  do  each  o f  t hem i n  j us t i f i ca t i on  o f  wha t  he  says ,  he

has performed in order to get  at  the t ruth the very mental

ac t i ons  whose  re l evance  f o r  ge t t i ng  a t  t he  t r u th  he  i s  ac tu -

a I I y  d e n y i n g . 3 r

I n  e f f ec t ,  t h i s  a r t i c l e  has  b rough t  ou t  ho r . r  t he  adop t i on

o f  Be rna rd  Lone rgan ' s  " gene ra l i zed  emp i r i ca lme thod t t  i s  essen -

t i a l  i f  ana l y t i ca l  ph i l osophy  i s  t o  ge t  ou t  o f  t he  co rne rs
j . n t o  b rh i ch  i t  has  so  sedu lous l y  va rn i shed  i t se l f .  Such  a

conc lus i on  can  on l y  j - nc rease  one rs  i nd i gna t i on  and  as ton i sh -

men t  a t  t he  f ac t  t ha t  ana l y t i ca l  ph i l osophe rs  have  pa id  so

l - i t t I e  a t t en t i on  t o  Lone rgan ' s  wo rk .

NOTES

I

The  p r i nc i pa l  i n f l uence  he re  i s  t he  l a t e r  ph i l osophy
o f  W i t t gens te i n ,  espec ia l l , y  Ph i l osoph i ca l  I nves t i qa t i ons
( O x f o r d :  B l a c k w e l l s ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  a n d  O n  C e r t a i n t v  ( O x f o r d :  B l a c k -
wel ls ,  19691. A recent  and int t f f i€ iEI--ETEack on the idea
that  human knowledge has or  needs foundat ions j -s Richard
R o r t y r s r  o f  N a t u r e  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  N . J .  :

2Fo r  ve r y  c l ea r  accoun t s ,  see  Be r t r and  Russe f l - ,  Loq j - c
and  Know ledge ,  ed .  R .  C .  Ma rsh  (London :  A1 len  and  Un r , / i n ,
1 9 5 6 1 ,  A .  J .  A y e r ,  R u s s e l l  ( L o n d o n :  C o l l i n s ,  1 9 7 2 1 .

3  'P robab le '  i n  t ha t  f u t u re  expe r i ence  may  g i ve  reasons
fo r  ove r t u rn i ng  even  a  ve ry  we l - I - es tab l i shed  sc i en t i f i c  t heo ry .

q  
See  W i t t gens te i n t s  aspe rs i ons  on  t t p r i va te  l anguages t ,

( P h i l o s o p h i c a l  I n v e s t i q a t i o n s ,  I ,  l M .  2 4 3 - 3 1 5 1 .

sTha t  t t bas i c  s t a temen ts "  shou ld  be  repo r t s  o f  obse rved
phys i ca l  s t a tes  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  t he  v i ew  o f  Ka r I  poppe r  (Ob -
i ec t i ve  KnowLedqe  I London :  Ox fo rd  Un i v .  p ress ,  1972 ]  i l a
Anthony Quinton ( lhe N4ture of  Things ILondon: Rout ledge
and Kegan PauI ,  I  97F

6Fo r  a  use fu l  summary  o f  such  a t t i t udes ,  see  G .  J .  War -
nock's r lnt roduct ionr to The phi loso:S. I -_€__ryg_g-p! lg,  ed.
W a r n o c k  ( L o n d o n :  O x f o r d  U n i '

1 9 3

7

P r e s s ,
ledqe

Michae l  W i l 1 i ams ,  G round l -ess  Be I i e f  (Ox fo rd :
1 9 7 7 ' t ,  p p .  1 4 - 1 5 .  C f .  A .  J .  A y e r ,  T h e  P r o b l e m

Clarendon
of Know-

( H a r m o n d s w o r t h :  P e n g u i n ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p p .  7 6 - 7 8 .
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s w i l l i a m s ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 5 ;  A y e r ,  o p .  c j - t . ,  P .  7 9 .

s w l - 1 1 i a m s ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 6 ;  A y e r ,  1 o c .  c i t .
1 0  B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l I ,  T h e  P r o b l e m s  o f  P h i l o s o p h v  ( L o n d o n :

O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 1 ,  p p .  2 1 - 2 4 i  W i I l i a m s ,  o p .
c i t .  ,  p .  1 6 .

1 r  w i l l i a m s r  o p .  c i t .  ,  p p .  1 6 - 1 7  i  A y e r ,  o p .  c i t .  ,  p .  8 0 .
I  am  g rea t l y  i ndeb ted  t o  W i I I i ams  f o r  t hese  f o rmu la t i ons
o f  t he  a t t ack  on  emp i r i c j . s t  accoun t s  o f  f ounda t i ons .

r 2 ! . l i l l i a m s ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 7 ;  A y e r ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .  8 3 .
1 3 C f .  A y e r ' s  o w n  f a m o u s  a s p e r s i o n s  o n  t h e i s m  i n  t h e  s i x t h

c h a p t e r  o f  L a n q u a g e ,  T r u t h  a n d  L o q i c  ( L o n d o n :  G o l l a n c z ,  1 9 3 6 ) .

r { S e e  V ' l .  S e I L a r s ,  S c i e n c e ,  P e r c e p t i o n  a n d  R e a l i t v  ( L o n d o n :

R o u t l e d g e  a n d  K e g a n  P a u 1 ,  1 9 6 3 1 ,  p p .  1 4 0 ,  1 5 7 ,  1 6 0 f . ,  1 6 9 ,
1 1 4  ,  1 7 7  ,  1 9 3 .

S e e  A f n e c j a l l v  T -  S .  x r r h n .  T h c  s t r n c f r r r e  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  R e v o l u -
t i o n s  ( C h l c a g o :  U .  o f  C h j , c a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ;  P .  K '  F e y e r a b e n d ,
A q a i n s t  M e t h o d  ( L o n d o n :  N e w  L e f t  B o o k s ,  1 9 7 5 l - .

r  5  o n  t h i s  a n d  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s ,  s e e  R o r t y ,  o p .  c i t .  ,  p p .
2 9 5 - 3 0 5 .

r7  on  t he  j - dea  t ha t  know ledg re  has  two  componen ts r  s€€
P n r f v  n i  |  ^  1 6 9 .r \ v l  9 J  ,

l s s e ] l a r s  h a s  a  s i m i l a r  p o i n t  t o  m a k e  ( o p .  c l t . ,  p . 1 7 0 ) .

t t  S e I l a r s '  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r  j . n  " E m p i r i c i s m  a n d
the  Ph i l osophy  o f  M ind "  seems  a t  f i r s t  s i gh t  t o  advance  t h i s
v i e w  ( o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 4 4 l . .  B u t  e l s e w h e r e  ( e . 9 . ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p .
471  he  appea rs  t o  t ake  a  pos i t i on  more  cons i s t en t  w i t h  t he
one  I  am  de fend ing .

2 o  c f  .  H u g o  M e y n e I l ,  T h e  r n t e l l i q i b L e  U n i v e r s e  ( T o t o v r a ,
N . J .  :  B a r n e s  a n d  N o b L e ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  C h .  3 .

"  S e e  P .  F .  S t r a w s o n ,  ' I n t r o d u c t i o n '  t o  P h i l o s o p h v  o f
L o g i c ,  e d .  S t r a w s o n  ( L o n d o n :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ' t ,
p .  3 :  " I f  \ , r e  a re  t o  be  ab le  t o  say  how  th i ngs  a re  i n  t he
wor1d ,  we  mus t  have  a t  ou r  d i sposa l  t he  means  o f  do ing  two
comp lemen ta r y  t h j , ngs ,  o f  pe r f o rm ing  two  comp lemen ta r y  f unc -
t i o n s :  w e  m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o  s p e c i f y  q e n e r a l  t v p e s  o f  s i t u a t i o n ,
t h i n g ,  e v e n t ,  e t c . ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t a c h  t h e s e  g e n e r a l
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e s ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u -
l a r  i nc i dence  i n  t he  wo rLd . "  Ev iden t l y ,  S t r a \ ^ r son ' s  " two  comp le -
m e n t a r y  f u n c t i o n s "  c o r r e s p o n d  c l o s e l y  t o  ( 2 )  a n d  ( 3 ) .

22  See  Locke ,  An  Essav  Conce rn inq  Human  Unde rs tand inq ,
B k .  I I ,  C h s .  I ,  V I ,  V I I .

2 3 H u m e ,  A  T r e a t i s e  o f  H u m a n  N a t u r e ,  B k .  I r P a r t I V , S V I .
2 q S e e  n o t e  4  a b o v e . 2 s S e e  n o t e  l 0  a b o v e .
- - s e r I a r s , o p . c 1 c . , p . I I v . - rD]o . - - .b eyeralern ,
2ssee the nrany citations of Sel-Iars' work in Rorty, op. cit.
30Fo r  some  sh rewd  commen ts  abou t  t h i s  cha rge ,  see

R o s e n  ,  T (Ne$ ,  Yo rk :  Bas i c  Books ,
2 5 3 .x ] . v ,  p p .

"  See  B .  J .  F .  Lone rgan ,  Me thod  i n  Theo loqv  (London :
D a r t o n ,  L o n g m a n  a n d  T o d d ,  1 9 7 2 ' ) ,  p p .  1 6 - 1 7 ,  f o r  a  w i t t y  a p p l i -
ca t i - on  o f  t h i s  a r sumen t .

^ h  ^ i  f

Stan ley
1 9 8 0 ) ,
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P ro fesso r  Hugo  Meyne I I ' s  pape r  me r i t s  a  due  measu re

o f  app rec ia t i on .  He  g race fu l l y  summar i zes  f o r  us  ce r t a i n

i nsu rmoun tab le  p rob lems  o f  c l ass i ca f  t t sense -da ta  emp i r i c i sm . t t

To  h i s  c red i - t  he  goes  beyond  c r i t i c i sm  and ,  r es i s t i ng  t he

temp ta t i on  t o  change  t he  sub jec t  a l t oge the r ,  o f f e r s  us  an

al ternat ive account of  how we have knowledge of  a pubJ- ic wor ld.

The  co re  o f  Meyne l l ' s  p roposa l  i s  r ough l y  as  f o l l ows .

In lay ing bare the foundat i -ons of  our knowledge of  the publ ic

wo r l d ,  r de  shou ld  t ake  ra r . t  sense - imp ress ions  as  t he  t g i ven '

w i t h  r espec t  t o  expe r i ence  and  ma te r i a l  ob j ec t s  as  t he  ' g i ven '

wi th respect  to Ianguage and judgment.  And how is i - t  that

we move f rom the gj .ven,  so understood,  to the knowLedge based

upon i t? The t ransi t ion "cannot be reduced to logic in the

s t r i c t  sense "  bu t  r a the r r  i t  seems ,  t u rns  on  t he  con ten t

of  language. Thus

Each human being,  however pr imi t ive or  sophist icated
h i s  cu l t u ra l  m i l i eu ,  l ea rns  i n  t he  cou rse  o f  g row ing
up an ordinary language whj-ch consists qui te J-argeJ-y
i r  i@g=4!g f ramed in terms of  concept ions which have
been tested through a wide range of  exper iencel  and
ou r  j . ns t i nc t  i s  usua l l y  t o  move  d i r ec t J - y  f r om the  en joy -
ment of  the complex of  exper ience to the maklng of  the
appa ren t l y  app rop r i a te  i udqmen t  - -  t ha t  i s ,  t o  t he  e f f es t
t ha t  t h i ngs  rea l l y  €  as  t hey  seem to  be  i n  ou r  expe r i ence .

Upon asking the sharp quest ion of  how pr ivate sense-exper ience

is re lated to judgments about the shared wor ld of  which our

language speaks,  Meynel l  schemat ical ly  remarks that  "we have

n o t  o n l y  ( 1 )  t o  e n j o y  s e n s e - e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  l 2 l  t o

conce i ve  poss ib i l i t i e s ,  and  (3 )  t o  j udge  t ha t  some  o f  t he

p o s s i b i t i t i e s  a r e  r e a l i z e d . "

To what extent  is  such a proposal  empir j .c is t? For Meynel l

i t  i s  hea l t h i l y  emp j - r i c i s t  i n  a f f o rd i ng  a  f ounda t i ona l  r o l e

to rar^r  sense-exper ience.  At  the same t j -me i t  has graduated

f rom r i g i d  emp i r i c i sm  ch ie f l y  i n  d i sce rn i ng  t ha t  t he  ob jec t

of  a judgment conf i rmed bv exper ience need not  i tsel f  be

an  ob jec t  o f  expe r i ence .

what is  one to make of  th is model-? As a non-dogmat ic

emp i r i c i s t  and  a  f r i end  o f  t he  p l a i n  man  was  i t  J .  L .

Aust in who found him r id ing the Clapham onnibus? --  I  f ind

i t  puzz l i ng  i n  t h ree  ma jo r  r espec t s :  ( 1 )  i t s  v i ew  o f  l anguage ,

(2 )  i t s  sympa thy  w i t h  t he  c l a im  t ha t  ma te r i a l  ob j ec t s ,  even

in  o rd i na ry  con tex t s ,  a re  ' pos tu l a ted ' ,  and  (3 )  i t s  r e t i cence

1 9 5
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I  n  s n c l  I  o r r t  i  r s t  h n w  i  r r d o m c n f  q  I  f  i  t  I  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  s e n s a -L v  J V v + +  v v v

t i on .  I  w i l l  cons ide r  t hese  p rob l , ems  i n  t u rn .

T . : n n r ) a . a  M o v r ^ 1  t h e  C r i t i c a 1  f a C t O r  i n! o r r y u q y c  ,  r ' r c f  ' ( s r  r  s u Y 9 s D L s  r  r 5

b r i d g i n g  L h e  g a p  f r o m  r a w  p r i v a t e  e x p e r j - e n c e  t o  s h a r e d  p u b l i c

w o r l d .  H o w  d o e s  l a n g u a g e  s o  s e r v e ?  M e y n e l l ' s  c l a i m  t h a t  e a c h

h u m a n  b e i n g  L e a r n s  a  n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o o

s t r o n g .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  a  f e r a . I  c h i l d  w o u l d  g i v e

f ^  i  - ^ - ^ - ^ i  + , .  + ^  A  i  - +  i  h ^ l r i  d h  h ^ +- * r r o s e  a n  r r l C a p a c r L y  L O  u f s L r I 1 9 u f s r I  o e L \ r r e e n ,

s a y ,  a f t e r i m a g e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s .  F a r  m o r e  c e n t r a l ,

t h o u g h ,  i s  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  a n  o r d i n a r y  l a n g u a g e  " c o n s i s t s

q u i t e  I a r g e l y  i n  j u d g m e n t s . "  T h u s ,  I  t a k e  i t ,  i n  l e a r n i n g

a  l a n g u a g e  v / e  p a s s  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  l u d g m e n t ;  g o a l  i s  i n -

co rpo ra ted  i n  med ium.  Bu t  t h i s  so l - u t i on  i s  t oo  easy .  Judgmen ts

a r e  t y p - i c a I I y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  l a n g u a g e ,  t o  b e  s u r e ;  a l t h o u g h

some t imes  even  non -ve rba f  ac t i ons  exp ress  j udgmen ts  and

w i t h  g r e a t e r  e l o q u e n c e .  I n d e e d ,  i f  a  l a n g u a g e  ' I a r g e I y '  c o n -

s i s t s  i n  j u d g m e n t s ,  t h e n  m o s t  o r d i n a r y  I a n g u a g e s r  € . 9 . ,  K o r e a n

a n d  P o l  i  s h  -  a r e  I  a r o c l  v  f h e  s a m e -  r r n l e s s  f h e i  r  s n e a k e r s  m a k e

r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  j u d g m e n t s .  B u t  s u r e l y  m o s t  o r d i n a r y  l a n -
I  - - : c l v  f h e  q a m e .  f l p r r  d  i  F f a r  a r a r l - l \ /  i n  b o t h9 u d \ j s r  r a t y e t f  .  r  r r e y  Y r s a L r ) |  r r r

syn tax  and  seman t i c s .  Even  i f  we  t ake  sen tences  ra the r  t han

i n d i v i d u a l  w o r d s  t o  b e  t h e  u n i t s  o f  m e a n i n g  i n  a  l a n g u a g e ,

>  c 6 n f 6 n ^ a  i  c  n n i  i  n  i  f s c l  f -  a  i  r r d o m c n t .

H a v i n g  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  i s  I a r g e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d

by  j udgmen ts ,  Meyne I I  a l so  i n t ima tes  t ha t  i t  i s  somehow the

I a n q u a q e  t h a t  j u d g e s .  H e  r e m a r k s  t h a t  " n o  s i n g l e  o n e  o f  t h e

^ t  ^ - i  r  - ^ - , ,  I  ^ ^ ^ , . ^ - ^ -  L ^  - ^  i  - t  , ,v d s L  d r  ! d y  o r  o l u r r r d r  y  f d i l g u d g e S  u d r r  u c  l l d r r r r y  e r l O n e o u s

i n  t h e  n o r m a l  j u d g m e n t s  o f  o b s e r v a b l e  p h y s i c a l  f a c t  w h i c h

i t  m a k e s  o r  p r e s u p p o s e s ;  o t h e r w i s e  i t s  u s e r s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e

s u r v i v e d . "  B u t  l a n g u a g e s f  s i n c e  t h e y  l u d g e  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l - ,

d o  n o t  m a k e  e r r o r s  - -  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e i r  I a n g u a g e

m r r r  I  a : r i  n a n n l  o  t - a  m r l z a  o q n a n i  r  I  I  r r  r l r n n o r  I  a  c
" '  . j epa r -

a f e  n o i n f :  M e v n e l  I  r s  a n n c a l  f o  s r t r w i v a l  v a l u c  i s  a  s l t r n 1 . i s e .

H i s  r e m a r k s  a r e  [ o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  a n t i - p r a g m a t i s t .  )

B u t  j f  t h e  p l a i n  m a n  j - s  s u s p i c i o u s  a b o u t  p e r s o n i f y i n g

l : n n r r a n p  h a  i  c  n n !  r . '  " - - . '  ^ c  C I a i m s  t h a t  W e  m g g l  n n c -r o r r 9 u o Y E  r  r r c  l u u  5  !  y  w q r  y  u !  I r u r  L  v v r -

t u l a t e ,  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  e l u s i v e  c a n o n s  o f  s i m p l i c i t y ,  t h e

e x i s t e n c e  o f  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s .  S u c h  s i m p l i c i t y ,  a f t e r  a l I ,
' I  

e a d s  h i m  o r r i f e  a s  d i r e c t l v  i n  R e r k e l c v r q  G o d  t  M e v n c l  
' l  

d o e s

m a k e  a  c e r t a i n  e f f o r t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  h i s  s t a n c e  f r o n  a

v r e w  w i t h  w h i c h  w e  a r e  a I I  f a m r f i a r .

R u s s e l , l ' s  o n e - t i m e  v i e w ,  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  w o r l - d
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of material objects comnends i tself  as the best explana-
t ion of our sense-experiences, is in a manner vindicated
I i t a J . i c s  a d d e d ] ;  a s  1 s  t h e  t h e s i s @
are r ightJ.y to be postulated as causes of our experience.

But  h is  hes i ta t ions  are  u l t imate ly  n inor .  For  he  re jec ts

the  c la im tha t ,  in  o rd inary  c i rcumstances ,  the  p la in  man

s imply  sees ,  le t  us  say ,  the  ca t  on  the  mat .  Of  course ,  Meyne l l

cannot put his opposit ion so baldly: what is denied is "direct
acquaj.ntancet '  or tgi-vennesst. 9or the given in experience

has been reduced to sense-impressions. I f  vre have the 'approp-

r ia te r  o r  ' regu is i te '  sense- i rnpress ions ,  then - -  o ther  th ings

being equal we can make knowledge-claims about the cat

on  the  mat .

The p la in  man,  though,  rena ins  puzz led .  fn  o rd inary

circumstances "materi .al object reportsi l  do not result from

even recons t ruc ted  jus t i f i ca t ions  v ia  sense- impre  ss ions .
To be sure, one is sometines mistaken about, for example,
oners  v is ion  or  the  l igh t ing  or  t r i ck  mi r ro rs .  But  when one
is not mistaken, i t  is not that one has somehow made a proper

inference or quasi- inference any more than one has made a
proper inference when one judges that one's spouse is a person

ra ther  than an  andro id .

But might the plain man be given an inducement to counten-
ance some sor t  o f  jus t i f i ca to ry  in fe rence f rom sense- impres-
sions? Meynell  assures us that such a process would ,tg!

imply that i t  is doubtful whether rre can rea1ly perceive

or come to know about a publ icly-shared worLd of physical

ob jec ts  . . "  That  wor ry  cou ld  on ly  resu l t  f rom , ' con fus ing

the content of a judgmentl with i ts ' ru]. t imate grounds in
experience.rr His polnt might prove consoJ.ing i f  ever the
l ink between (putat ive) grounds and content had been clearlv
stated. But Meynell  has not done so.

That  he  has  no t  i s  i ron ic i  he  is  keen to  the  fa i lu re
of the sense-data empir icists to work out the connection
between (1 )  sense-data  repor ts  and (2 )  mater ia l  ob jec t  c la rms.
They cannot  l i c i t l y  der ive  (21  f rom ( ' l ) ,  e i ther  deduc t ive ly
or  induc t j . ve ly ,  he  says .  Yet  Meyne l l  in  para I leJ .  fash ion
deni.es any str ict loglcal connection betrrreen the given of
experience and our judgments of publ ic real i ty. There l-s
reference to test ing and evidence, but neither a logic of
test ing nor of evidence is entertained. We are to conceive
of possibi l i t ies which account for our "as though of, '  sense-
impressions and judge which possi.bi l i ty "best f i ts the evidence. ' l
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A l l  o f  t h i s  s t r i k e s  t h e  p l a i n  m a n ,  w h o  s e e s  c a t s  r a t h e r  t h a n

e x p e r j . e n c e s  s e n s a t i o n s  " a s  t h o u g h  o f "  a  c a t ,  a s  a  v e r b a l

s o l u t i o n  t o  a  d i l e m m a  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ' s  o w n  m a k i n g .

W i t h  t h r e e  c e n t r a l m i s g i v i n g s  a b o u t  M e y n e l l ' s  e p i s t e m o l o g r y

n o w  b e f o r e  u s ,  t w o  o t h e r  w o r r i e s  m l g h t  s i m p l y  b e  n o t e d .  F i r s t ,

f h o r o  i  c  r  l . o n r i a n n \ 7  t n  q r r n n 6 s e  l - h a f  f h c  n r o l ' r ' l e m  o f  t t f h e  
f O u n -u  ! v r r v e , , v  1  L v  r  u v v v r e

d a t r o n s  o f  k n o w l e d g e "  i s  s i m p l y  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n

o f  e m p i r i c a l  k n o w l e d g e .  S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  a w e s o m e  a s s u m p -

L i o n ,  e v i d e n t l y  d e f e n d e d  e l s e w h e r e '  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d  j u s t

i s  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  i n t e l - f i q l b f e  t o  u s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e n s e

expe r j - ence .

A  p o s t s c r i p t .  M e y n e l l  i s  i n d i g n a n t  a b o u t  a n d  s h o c k e d

b y  t h e  s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  a n a l y t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  a f f o r d  t o

Be rna rd  Lone rgan .  Abou t  t he  wa rs  be tween  t he  schoo l ' s  t he

p la i n  man  has  l - i t t l - e  t o  say .  Bu t  a  soc io l og i s t  o f  know ledge

m i g h t  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h y p o t h e s i s .  T h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h o u g h t

a m o n g  a n a l y t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s  i s  s o  g r e a t  a n d  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e

t h e y  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  i s  s o  b r o a d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t I e  a p p e t i t e

t o  t r ave l  e l sewhe re ,  espec ia l l y  when  - -  sha l - 1  i t  be  acknow-

l e d g e d ?  - -  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  b i a s  g i v e s  a  d i s t a n t  l a n d  a  d o u b t f u l

r e p u t a t i o n .

A  R E P L Y  T O  J A M E S  G .  H A N I N K

Hugo  Meyne l l

P r o f e s s o r  H a n i n k ' s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  m y  a r t i c l e  i s  a  m o d e l

o f  wha t  such  t h i ngs  shou ld  be .  He  i s  i nva r i ab l y  good - t empe red ,

i s  gene rous l y  app rec ra t i ve  whe re  he  can  be ,  and  rnakes  f undamen-

t a 1  c r i t i c i s m s  c l e a r l y  a n d  f a i r l y .

I n  my  op in i on ,  t he  man  on  t he  C lapham omn ibus  i s  a  wo r thy

f e I J o w ;  L o n e r g a n ' s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  ( s a y )  t h e  p h i l o -

s o p h i e s  o f  R u s s e l l  o r  H e g e I ,  v i n d i c a t e s  h i m  a s  b e i n g  s o .

A  t ho roughgo ing  exe rc i se  o f  wha t  Lone rgan  wou ld  ca f l  " a t t en -

t i v c n e s s ,  i n t e l L i g e n c e  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s "  ( a t t e n d i n g  t o

e x p e r i e n c e ,  e n v i s a g i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  c h e c k i n g  o u t  t h e

p o s s i b i L i t i e s  i n  t h e  I i g h t  o f  f u r t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e )  w i I I  c o n f i r m

h i s  conv i c t i on  t ha t  he  i s  t r ave l l i ng  on  a  r ea l  omnrbus  t o

o r  f r o m  a  r e a l  p l a c e  c a l I e d  C l a p h a m  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g

a  momen t  i n  an  eve r -evo l v i ng  Abso lu te  ha rbo r j " ng  c rude  f an tas i es
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to that effect, or a bundle of sense-data from which both

Clapham and the omnlbus are abstracted as logical f lct ions.

But the excel lent man does have his I imitat ions. He cannot

say  whv th is  conv ic t ion  o f  h is  i s  r igh t .  He w i l l  p robab ly

defer to the Cavendish Professor of Physics and to the Astrono-

mer Royal so far as to bel ieve that there are positrons and

black holes; but he wil l  have no coherent idea of why he

be l ieves  these au thor i t ies ,  in  p re fe rence (say)  to  T ibe tan

lamas or Navajo witch-doctors. He may or may not bel ieve

in astrology or homoeopathy. Possibly he does not bel ieve

that there is a God, though his wife does; and they cannot
both be r ight. And what is common sense to persons far from

Clapham is l iable to be something rather dif ferent. I t  is
1ike1y to be a matter of common sense to the man on the Bornbay
rickshaw, for example, that the souls of human beings are
re-incarnated after their bodi ly death; but I  am sure that

the man on the Clapham omnibus would laugh this off  as contrary
to common sense. Which of them is r ight? To concLude on this
matter common sense is an excel lent thing, but bits of
common nonsense are apt to get nixed up r,rith it, and comrnon
sense is  o f  i t se l f  qu i te  lncapab le  o f  d isen tang l ing  thern .
How do we adjudicate between the myriad variet ies of common
sense? And how do we reconci le the del iverances of common
sense w i th  those o f  sc ience,  when they  conf l i c t ,  as  they
quite often do? And what are sre to do about rel- igious gues-
t ions, on which persons of common sense are notoriously l iable
to disagree?

So much for the l imitat ions of the man on the Clapham
omnibus. A rrnon-dogmatic empir icist" sounds a f ine thing
to be; but I  hronder whether this is not a pol i te term for
someone who is not disposed to work out a consistent posit ion?

Professor Hanink f inds my posit ion puzzl ing in a number
of respects. I  should remark that my preoccupation with lan-
guage is not rr i th i t  as observable noises or marks on paper;
but as expressive of conception and judgment. The world is
a great deal more than we perceive; but I  beLieve that j . t

cannot be other than what we tend to f ind out by erivisaging
possible explanatj .ons of what lre percei.ve, and judging Eo
be t rue  the  poss ib i l i t i es  wh ich  bes t  f i t  the  ev idence.  To
be is to be perceived, said Berkeley; a Lonerganian might
say that to be is to be potential ly conceived intel l igently
and judged reasonably of on the basis of perception. Logic,
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n o t o r i o u s l y ,  w l r r l c  i l  q r c a t l y  f a c i l i t a L e s  t h e  p r o c e s s '  c a n n o t

b e  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  i t .  I t  i s  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  d e n y  t h a t

w e  c a n  m a k e  t r u e  j u d g m e n t s  f o r  g o o d  r e a s o n ;  w e  t e n d  t o  m a k e

t r u e  j u d g m e n t s  s o  f a r  a s  w e  a r e  c a r e f u ]  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  j u d g -

m A n t  q  w i f h  o n o d  r e ^ q n n :  a n r i  f h e  w o r l  I  i  ^  ' . ^ ! L r - ^  ^ + L ^ "  t h a nY v v u  L  u q J v , t  ,  
q , r u  I  -  r r u L I I r I I Y  v L r r s !

w h a t  t r u e  j u d g m e n t s  a r e  a b o u t .  A n d  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  e n t i t i e s

w h i c h  w c  c d n n o L  p e r c e i v e ;  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s

a f  ^ r h J r  t h o  f h i n o c  : n d  a \ z a n l - q  o f  t h c  n a q f
v L r J v " J  L r r r r r Y r  y u J L  t

l h e  s u b - a c o m i c  p a r t i c J e s  d j s c u s s e d  b y  p h y s i c i s t s .  I t  i s  a s

c a r r i e r  o f  c o n c c p L i o n  a n d  i u d g m e n t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  n o t  o t h e r -

w i s e ,  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  g i v e s  u s  t h e  c r u c i a l  c l u e  a s  t o  h o w  e x p e r i -

e n c e  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  r e a l i t y .

A s  L o  h o w  j u d g m e n t s  ' f i L '  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  s e n s a t i o n ,

T  b e l i e v c  L o n e r g a n ' s  v i e r v  t o  b e  c o r r e c t ,  L h a t  t h e  r i g h t  w a y

o f  d e a t r n g  w r t h  L h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t o  a t t e n d  t o  o n e ' s  o w n  m a k i n g

o f  l u d g m e n t s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e n s a t i o n  - -  t h i s  w o u l - d  b e  g e n e r -

. l  l "  r ^ i ^ - l  ^ ^  '  i h i n k  h r r  m n q t  n h i  l o s o n h e r s  i  n  t h e  t r a d i t i O no  f  f  y  r .  s J e u L s u  ,  r  L  I r  u J \  ,  v f  r " v J  L

o f  W i t t r g e n s t e j r )  o r  R y l e .  B u L  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t ,  e v e r y  d a y ,

e a c h  o f  u s  i s  l i a b l e  t o  g o  L h r o u g h  s u c h  a  p r o c e d u r e  a s  t h e

f o l l o w i n g .  I  o b s e r v e  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  p u z z l e s  m e ;  I  t h i n k

^ ' ^  ^ ' ^ r ' ^ ' * j o n s  w h i c h  m a y  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t ;  a n d  I  c h o o s eu p  v d r f u u r  s ^ f , f o ,

t h e  e x p i a n a t i o n  w b i c h  j s  b e s t  c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  t h e  o r i g i n a l

o b s e r v a t i o n  p e r h a p s  i n  c o n ' l u n c t i o n  w i t h  f u r t h e r  o n e s .  A  j u d g -

m a n t  I  i  l < o  I  r r  t  ^  h a  f - " ^  r h d  ^ ^  - h ^ ' r r  l - h a  r a ^  I  w a r ' l  dL r u e ,  d r r q  5 0  d u o u L  I S  O n e

w h r . c h  i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  o b s e r v a t i o n  w h e n  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n

f a l . s i f i e d  b y  i t .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  a s  I  s a y ,  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y

n r a e l  r  e r ' l  I  v  F \ / c r v o n F  n r : e f  i  e a  I  I  v  c \ / e r \ /  r i a v :  i  t  i  s  f n l l o w e d
P '  q s  L  r  L u f  f  I  L  v L r  f  v r r !  v ! s v r + ! q + + t  v v r r  1  " "  f  t

i n  a  m o r e  t h o r o u g h g o i n g  w a y  b y  t h e  n a t u r a l -  s c i e n t i s t  i n  t h e

c o u r s e  o t  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k .  T h e  m a n  o n  t h e  C l a p h a m  o m n i b u s

t  h 6  h r ^ - 6 q  q .  h r r i  h o  n : n  l - r r r  n a  m e : n q  d o q c r  i  h a  n r  i  r r c f  i  f r r

i t .  L o n e r g a n ' s  f o . l l o w e r s  f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  m a s t e r  h a s  d e s c r i b e d

a n d  j u s t i f r e d  t h i s  p r o c e s s  m o r e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r

r c . F n f  n h  i  I  o s o n h e r  :  : n r i  t h  i  s  i  q  o n c  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h v  l - h e v

f e e l  L h a t  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  o u g h t  L o  b e  p a i d  t o  h i s  w o r k .  A n d

L h e y  f e e l  t . h a L  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s  u n d e r l - y i n g

I  r r s f  r  f  i  n r j  i  u c l o m e n t  i  s  n o l  m e r e  I  v  s i o n i  f i  c a n t  f o r  n r o f e s s i o n a l

p h j . J o s o p h e r s ;  b r t  m a y  b e  u s e f u l  i n  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e s o l v e  s o m e

o f  t h e  i d c o l o , l i c a l  d i s p u t e s  w h i c h  t e a r  c o m m u n j t i e s  a p a r t .

P r o f e s s o r  H a n i n k  r - s  d i s t r e s s e d  a t  m y  a p p a r e n t  s y m p a t h y

w i L l :  t h r ,  v i e w  t h a t  o r d i n a r y  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  a r e  s o m e h o w
' p o s t u l a t e d ' .  ( W h e t h e r  I  h o l - d  i t  o r  n o t ,  i t  i s  t h e  v i e w  o f

W .  V .  O .  Q u i n e ,  w n o  h a s  d e s c r j b e d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  t h e o r y
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of real i ty as on a l-evel with the gods of Homer.) Perhaps

i t  wou ld  be  more  asept ic  to  say  tha t  the i r  rea l i t y  i s  tassumed ' .

In  one sense,  a f te r  a l l ,  i t  i s  pa lpab ly  fa lse  to  c la im tha t

I laboriously bui ld up my wife from sensory cues each t ime

I perceive her. And yet i t  is surely hard to deny that we

attr ibute to ordinary physical objects much more than we

directly perceive of them -- we assune that an apparent do1lar

b i l I  w i l l  no t  d isso lve  in to  s team,  o r  change abrupt ly  and

inexp l i cab ly  in to  a  L r r ren ty -do l la r  b i l l  (worse  luck) .  Common

sense,  as  I  have sa id ,  makes such assumpt i .ons ,  and in  a  manner

leaps to such judgments, but does not spel l  out the fact

tha t  i t  1s  do ing  so .  And I  th ink  i t  a  mer i t  in  the  o lder

empi r i c ism,  pace ph i losophers  l i ke  the  la te  J .  L .  Aus t j -n ,

to have drar^rn attention to this fact.

There remain some small- points. I  agree that Ianguages

do not judge, but that people make judgments by means of

language.  But  I  th j -nk  tha t  language as  i t  ac tua l l y  ex is ts

cons is ts  qu i te  la rge ly  in  the  express i .on  o f  judgnents  (e .9 . ,

"George,  the  ca t  has  go t  a t  the  anchov ies  aqa in t t ) .  One assumes

tha t  one 's  spouse is  a  person ra ther  than a  dro id ,  and a I1
one 's  exper ience conf i rms th is  ( though occas ions  migh t  a r ise ,
for our less or tnore fortunate descendants, when i t  might
do otherwise). I  agree that the problem of knowledge is nor
only the foundation of enpir ical knowledge, but I  bel ieve
that the correct solut ion found to the part icular problem

wil l  turn out to have application to the more general one.
A&resome assumptions, i f  I  make them, can hardly be defended
except at awesome length, and so f wi l l  not defend them here.
But  cou ld  the  rea l  wor ld ,  in  the  las t  ana lys is ,  be  any th ing
but some intel1i.9ib1e possibiJ, i ty confirmed by the evidence
of experience? If  i t  were not, in what sense would i t  be
t rea l t  o r  t ' the  wor ld r t?

A WORTHY FELLOW WONDERS

James G. Hanink

Following the doctr ine that one kind word merits
Iet me note straightway that I  welcome professor

w i t ty  and prob ing  remarks .  S t i lL ,  I  do  no t  th ink
quite sees how things are on the Clapham omnibus.
though, he can yet be induced to come aboard.

another ,

Meynell  I  s

that he

Perhaps ,



2 0 2 METHOD

A  b e g i n n i n g  m i g h t  b e  m a d e  ( a g a i n )  w i t h  h u m b l - e  t h i n g s

a n d  f a m i L i a r  p e o p l e .  M e y n e l I ,  e a s i n g  h i m s e L f  o u t  o f  t h e  c l u t c h e s

o f  W .  V .  Q u i n e ,  a l l o w s  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  " m o r e  a s e p t i c "  t o

s a y  o f  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s ,  € . 9 .  ,  t h e  j o u r n a l  n o w  b e f o r e  t h e

r a : d o r  f  h a l -  r r i . h a i  r  r o :  I  i  i r r  i  c  |  : q q r r m e d  I  r r  r : 1 . h a r  f h a n  n ^ - f t rL r r u r r  y u _  L  u _

l a t e d .  I n d e e d ,  h e  a d v i s e s  u s  t h a t  o n e  " a s s u m e s  t h a t  o n e ' s

s n o u q e  i s  a  n e r s o n "  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  a n d r o i d -  B u t  t h : - s  i n s f

w o n r t  d o .  N o  r e a d e r  o f  M e t h o d ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  m e r e l y
^ . ' '  ^ ' ^ n c e .  W e  a I l -  o f  u s  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  i o u r n a l

b e f o r e  u s  i s  r e a l .  M o r e o v e r ,  - I e t  u s  b o t h  s p e a k  a n d  t h i n k

w i t h  t h e  v u J - g a r ,  i f  w e  o n l y  a s s u m e  t h a t  o u r  s p o u s e  i s  a  p e r s o n

we  a re  i n  a  bad  way .

N o w  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  a f f  k n o w  c e r t a i n  t r u t h s  a b o u t  p h y s i -

c a l  o h i c c f s  a n d  n a r c ^ n c  f ^ ^  f a l  I  c  c n n o l h i n n  i m ^ . f t a n t

a b o u t  t h e  p I a j . n  m a n ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e  p l a i n

m a n  i s  n o t  a  p r o x y  f o r  t h e  m e r e l y  c o n v e n t i o n a f .  M e y n e I l ,

t h u s ,  i s  m i s t a k e n  i n  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  t h e  p l a i n  m a n  d e f e r s

to  t i t l ed  academ ics  o r  i s  undec ided  abou t  as t r o l ogy  o r ,  one

m i g h t  a d d  M e y n e l I  d o e s  n o t ,  i s  a  f a n  o f  L a w r e n c e  W e I k .

I t  i s  w r o n g h e a d e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  p l a i n  m a n  i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l

t e r m s .  F o r  t a l k  o f  t h e  p l a i n  m a n  i s  p r o p e r l y  t a k e n  a s  a  k - i n d

o f  s h o r t h a n d  f o r  a  s e t  o f  c o r e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  f u n c t i o n

fo r  t h i - nke rs  l i - ke  Thomas  Re id  and  c .  E .  Moo re  as  an  embrvon l c

"me taph i l o  sophy  o f  commonsense .  "  I

C e r t a i n l y  t h i s  s e t  i n c l u d e s  b u t  l s  n o t  I i m i t e d  t o

(  1  I  P h v s i e a l  n h i p e f  s  e x i S t .

f  ?  I  D o r e a n c  a v  i  c f

and

( 3 )  we know that  (  1 )  and (  2 )  .

A d m i t t e d l y  s u c h  a  m e t a p h i l o s o p h y  i s  n o t  a  c o m p l e t e  p h i l o s o p h y

o f  p e r c e p t i o n  o r  o t h e r  m i n d s  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  ' B u t  w i t h o u t

s o m e  s u c h  c o r e ,  c o n s t r u c L i v e  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  H o v , /

we  de te rm ine  t he  co re  o f  commonsense  p ropos j - t i ons  i s ,  o f

c o u r s e ,  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  f j - r s t  i m p o r t a n c e -  I t  s e e m s  t o  m e

t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  a m o n g  i t s  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  m a r k s  a r e  ( i )  t h e

w r d e s p r e a d  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e m  a s  e v i d e n t  a n d  ( i i )

t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  r e j e c t  t h e m .  G i v e n  ( i )

r n r l  /  i  i  I  : n , a  f h a  ^ r e m i s e  t h a t  a  t r u t h  n e e d  n o t  b e  n e c e q q a r \ /r r s e s J J q r  )

i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  k n o w n ,  ( 1 )  a n d  ( 2 )  a n d  ( 3 )  a r e  i n d e e d  r i g h t l y

t r ea ted  as  bas i c  be l i e f s  wh i_ch  we  know  to  be  t r ue .  Whe the r

o r  no t

a n d
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(  4  )  God  ex i s t s .

sha res  t he i r  s t a tus  seems  t o  me  t o  be  t he  f i . r s t  ques t i on

o f  t he  ph i l osophy  o f  r e l i g i on .2

Two other points,  not  d i rectJ.y touching upon who r ides

the  C lapham omn ibus ,  dese rve  a  f i na l  men t i on .

Meyne l l  now  speaks  o f  l anguage  as  cons i s t i ng  l a rge l y

i n  t he  exp ress ion  o f  j udgmen ts .  Bu t  t he  o r i g i na l  p rob lem

was  how  to  j us t i f y  j udgmen ts  abou t  a  pub l i c  wo r l d  wh i l e  some-

how  bas ing  t hem on  p r i va te  sensa t i ons .  Pe rhaps  t h i - s  hu rd l e

i s  t o  be  ove rcome  by  more  ass i duous  a t t en t i on  t o  j us t  how

one  does  t h i s  i n  p rac t i ce .  Ye t  t he  ob jec t i on  re rna ins :  t r e

don ' t  i n  p rac t i ce  bu i l d  up  t o  phys i ca l  ob jec t  r epo r t s  f r om

the  con ten t s  ( a re  t hey  ob jec t s? )  o f  ou r  p r i va te  sensa t i ons .

Rather we see the worLd around us,  f rom th j -s or  that  perspec-

t i ve ,  j us t  as  we  shou ld  expec t  t o .

As  f o r  t he  c l os i ng  gues t i on ,  cou ld  t he  rea l  wo r l d  f a i l

t o  be  an  i n t e l l i g i b l e  poss ib i f i t y  con f i rmed  by  t he  ev i dence

o f  expe r i ence?  .  We11 ,  wha t  i s  ac tua l  i s  poss ib l e .  Bu t

\ n rhy  shou ld  we  suppose  t ha t  eve rv th i nq  ac tua l  i s  i n t e l l i g i b l e

to us? And why not  acknowledge that  much of  what is  actual

i s  ev i den t  - -  r a t he r  t han  based  on  ev i dence?

NOTES

r  Fo r  r ecen t  and  i l l um j . na t i ng  d i scuss ions  o f  such  ap -
proaches ,  see Dav j .d O '  Connor '  s  Tbe l tgtaphysics of  C.  e.  M
i o .  R e i d e r ,  1 9 8 2 1 ,  E d w a r d  H .
of  Commonsense ,  "  American Phi losophical__Qgar ler fJ (  Jan.  1 983 )  ,
a n d  J o n a t h a n  L . O b j e c t i o n ; "
A m e r i c a n  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Q u a r t e r l v  ( J a n .  1 9 8 3 ) .

2  Fo r  one  assessmen t  see  A l v i n  P lan t i nga ' s  t t r s  Be I i e f
i n  God  Ra t i ona l? r r  i n  Ra t i ona l i t v  and  Re l i q i ous  Be l - j - e f ,  ed .
C .  F .  De laney  (No t re  Dame :  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  No t re  Dame  P ress ,
1 9 7 9 t  .
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DRAMA AND MEANING

W i l l i a m  A .  S t e ! , / a r t ,  S . J .

As  f a r  as  I  know ,  no  one  has  deve loped  Lone rgan rs  t hough t

o n  a r L  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  a p p l y  i t  t o  d r a m a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  S u c h

a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  T  s h a l l  a t t e m p t  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,

h o w e v e r ,  I  s h o u l d  w a r n  t h e  r e a d e r  t h a t  m y  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e

i  n n i  a  i  c  a n i  c f  o m n l  n n  i  n r  I  r r f h a r  r h : n  r a c l - h o l -  i  n  t r h ^ t  a m r L -  - :  ^
L v v a !  r  J  L y  r  J  L r " r v r v y  r r r q  L  s r r P r r q > f  5

i s  e v j d e n t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  w h i c h  d e a l s  ! v i t h

m ^ r h i  h ^  n  r ^ r ' i  ^ ' . '  n F  c a m a  r a l  o r r r n f  n a r f r  n f  r  ^ n ^ - ^ - -  |  ^  +l u e d r r f r r g .  A  r e v l e w  L .  E - r L S  o r  L O n e r g d I I  s  c r e a t -

m e n t  o f  m e a n i n g  i s  n e e d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  c l a r i f y  a n d  s i t u a t e

t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  d r a m a  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m e a n i n g .  I  s h o u l d  a d d

a  f u r t h e r  c a u t i o n  t h a t  t h j - s  r e v i e w  p r e s e n t s  h i s  h i g h l y  n u a n c e d

+ h ^ , , ^ h I  i  n  r , - r f r , ,  ^ r / a r _ c  i  m n l  i  f i  o r t  € n r mL r r u u Y r r  L  r r r  v a s L a Y  u v s !  J  f r ' r v r r

T h e  o b v i o u s  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s ,  W h a t  i s  r n e a n t  b y  m e a n i n g ?

M ^ e l -  n o n n l  a  T  '  m  ' . ' ^ " 1  n  r n F r . ' ^ r  i . h ^ t  n r r a q l . i n n  i  n  n r r r a l  r zy u v y r e  ,  r u !  s  I

c o n c e p t u a l  t e r m s ,  t h a t  i s ,  m e a n i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  s o l e l y  i n  r e l a -

t i o n  t o  I a n g u a g e .  S i m p I y  p u t ,  m e a n i n g  i s  w h a t  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d

b y  a  g i v e n  w o r d .  W h e n  y o u  u s e  t h e  w o r d  ' d e m o c r a c y ' ,  w h a t

y o u  m e a n  i s  w h a L  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  d e m o c r a c y  t o  b e .  I t  i s  y o u r

c o n c e p t  o r  i d e a  o f  d e m o c r a c y .  W h e n  u n c e r t a i n  o f  a  w o r d r s

m e a n i n g ,  y o u  c o n s u l t  a  d i c t i o n a r y .  T h e  s p o k e n  o r  w r i t t e n

w o r d  i s  a n  a r b i t r a r y  o r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  s i g n  o f  y o u r  i n t e r n a f
' w o r d '  o r  c o n c e p t ,  i d e a ,  m e a n i n g .  D i r e c t l y  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r d

r e f e r s  t o  a  m e a n j - n g ;  o n l y  i n d i r e c t l y  d o e s  i t  r e f e r  t o a n o b j e c t .

R w  i  f s p l  f  o f  a a r r r q a  :  w n r d  m : r r  h : r r a  q a \ r a r a  I  n ^ c -  i  h l  ^
r  q  w v r  u  l r q J  y v r s r u r E

m ^ r h  i  h ^ ^  T -  L ^  f a r  o w r m n l  a  l h a  w n - n  |  + ^ f  I  T fi l l e d n r r r g s .  r a K e ,  L c -  , , J r o ,  t o t  .  I f  m a y  m e a n

w h a t  I  u n d e r s t a n d  b y  a  y o u n g  c h i l d  o r  m o p p e t .  I t  m a y  r e f e r

t o  a  t o t  o f  r u m ;  o r  i t  m a y  b e  t h e  c e r m a n  w o r d  m e a n i n g  ' d e a d '

a q  i n  f h o  q a n i - a n . a  D e r  K i j n i o  i s t  I ' o f .  T h e  K i n o  i s  d e a d -  T h i S

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  l - c a d s  u s  t o  a  p r e f i m i n a r y  d i s t i n c t i o n  w h i c h ,

i n  L o n e r g a n ' s  w o r d s ,  i s  b e t w e e n  p a r t i a l  t e r m s  o f  m e a n i n g ,

i . e . ,  a  w o r d  o r  t e r m  ( g r o u p  o f  v / o r d s )  n o t  i n  a  c o m p l e t e  s e n -

t e n c e  a n d  f u f l  t e r m s  o f  m e a n i n g ,  i . e . ,  a  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  v , r h e t h e r

2 0 4
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an  a f f i rma t i on  o r  den ia l ;  a  dec la ra t i ve  sen tence  as  i n  t he

above ,  t t The  K ing  i s  dead . "1

The point  I  am making here is  not  an at tempt to out l ine

tone rgan ' s  much  more  comp le te  d i scuss ion  o f  mean ing  bu t  t o

show that  the ordinary interpretat ion of  meaning is  of  some

concep tua l  con ten t ,  e i t he r  as  a  pa r t i a l  o r  f u l - 1  t e rm ,  t ha t

can  be  exp ressed  l i ngu i s t i ca l l y ,  and  a l so  t o  show  tha t ,  wh i l e

language may be the most obvious conveyer of  meaning,  i t

i s  no t  t he  on l y  one .  I ndeed ,  t he re  a re  seve ra l  o t he r  " ca r r i e r s

o f  mean ing . "  I n  pass ing ,  I  shou ld  no te  t ha t  " ca r r i e r s  o f

mean ing "  i s  t he  f i r s t  o f  f i ve  head ings  l i s t ed  by  Lone rgan ,

t he  o the r  f ou r  be inq  E l , emen ts ,  Func t i ons ,  Rea lms ,  and  S tages .2

He re  ou r  conce rn  i s  w i t h  " ca r r i e r s  o f  mean ing t '  unde r  wh i ch

f i ve  subd i v i s i ons  appea r  i n  t he  f o l l ow ing  o rde r :  i n t e r sub jec -

t i ve ,  a r t i s t i c ,  s ymbo l i c ,  l i ngu i s t i c ,  and  i nca rna te  mean j -ng .

As  you  wou ld  suspec t ,  ou r  i n t e res t  I i e s  j - n  a r t i s t i c  mean j -ng .

Bu t  be fo re  we  exam ine  t h i s  subd i v i s i on  t he re  a re  some  p re f im in -

ary remarks which shoul-d help to prepare the way and provide

be t t e r  g round  f o r  ou r  cons ide ra t i on .

L i ngu i s t i c  mean ing ,  I  have  sugges ted ,  i s  t he  mean ing

tha t  comes  mos t  r ead i l y  t o  m ind  when  peop le  t h i nk  o f  mean ing .

T r  i  c  + r r i 6  a f  f h r l .  i  n  I  r n n r r r n a  m a r n i  n aL ruu ,  ^ *nguage  mean rng  comes  Lo

fu l 1  f l owe r  and  f i nds  i t s  f r ees t  and  f u l l - es t  exp ress ion .

Language ,  howeve r ,  i s  embod ied  i n  conven t i ona l  w r i t t en  o r

spoken  s l gns  whose  mean ings  have  t o  be  l ea rned .  The  w r i t e r

o r  speake r  may  be  ve ry  a r t i cu l a te ,  bu t  i f  he  i s  w r i t i ng  o r

speak ing  i n  a  l anguage  I  do  no t  know ,  h i s  mean ing  i s  l - os t

to me. I  cannot come up wi th the proper concepts i f  I  do

no t  unde rs tand  t he  wo rds ,  t he  J -anguage  he  i s  us i ng .  Bu t  l - i n -

gu i s t i c  mean ing  i s  no t  t he  on l y  mean ing .  P r i o r  t o  concep tua l

mean ing  t he re  i s  mean ing  t ha t  occu rs  a lmos t  spon taneous l y

and  t o  wh i ch  we  adve r t  on l y  i n  i t s  happen ing .  Th i s  i s  t he

mean ing  conveyed  t h rough  human  i n te r sub jec t i v i t y .  I t  a r i ses

na tu ra l l y  ou t  o f  t he  commun i t y  o f  f ee l i ng  and  f e l 1ow- fee l i ng

that  are the spontaneous intent ional  responses of  one human

be ing  t o  ano the r  i n  s i t ua t i ons  t ha t  a rouse  human  f ee l i ng .

I t  i s  ak i n  t o  t he  e l ec t r i ca l  cha rge  t ha t  can  a r c  be tween

oppos i t e  po les .  I t  i s  as  pa lpab le .  Thus ,  a t  t he  f une ra l  o f

a loved parent ,  the chi l -dren share a common sorror .T whi le

f r i ends  a re  moved  by  f e l l ow - fee l i ng  a roused  by  t he  ch i l - d ren ' s

gr ief .  We as strangers can be rnoved to sadness by the spectacle

on our te levis ion screen of  mourners weepj-ng for  the v ict ims

o f  some  te r ro r i s t  a t t ack .  The  mean ing  i n  such  i n t e r sub jec t i ve
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responses  i s  pe rhaps  m in ima l  and  ce r t a i n l y  no t  concep tua l i zed ,

for  the intersubject iv i ty  is  more a matter  of  act ion and feel ing.

The re  i s  neve r t he less  an  i n t e r sub jec t i ve  commun i ca t i on

o f  mean ing  wh i ch  Lone rgan  i l l u s t r a tes  by  a  phenomenoJ .ogy

o f  a  s m i f e . 3  I n  h i s  e x p o s i t i . o n ,  a  s m i L e  i s  i n d e e d  a  p r i m e

examp le  o f  an  i n t e r sub jec t i ve  ca r r i e r  o f  mean ing .  I s  t he re

no t  a  song  t o  t he  e f f ec t  t ha t  "The re  a re  sm i l es  t ha t  make

you  happy ;  t he re  a re  sm i l es  t ha t  may  you  gay? "  A  sm i l e  i nvo l ves

more  t han  a  me re  ex te rna l  comb ina t i on  o f  ce r t a i n  f ac i a f  move -

men ts  t oge the r  w i t h  t hose  o f  t he  l i p s  and  eyes .  These  movemen ts

fo rm  a  pa t t e rn  w i t h  a  mean ing .  A  sm j . l - e  d i f f e r s  f r om o the r

i n te r sub jec t i ve  commun i ca t i ons  and  t h i s  d i f f e rence  se rves

t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s m i f e  d o e s  c o n v e y  m e a n i n g .  I t

d i f f e r s  qu i t e  ev i den t l y  f r om  the  mean ing  t o  be  d ra l r n  f r om

a  f r own ,  a  sn i cke r ,  a  scow l  o r  a  s t a re .  I ndeed ,  because  a

sm i l e  has  mean ing  you  have  t o  be  ca re fu l  no t  t o  go  abou t

sm i l i ng  a t  eve ryone  you  mee t .  You  cou ld  be  m isunde rs tood !

Fu r t he r ,  wh i l e  r r ' r e  have  t o  l ea rn  t he  mean ing  o f  wo rds

by  be ing  t augh t ,  by  educa t i on ,  r r e  Lea rn  t he  mean ing  o f  a

sm i l e  r a the r  on  ou r  own .  Tha t  mean ing ,  t oo ,  wou ld  seem to

be  common  to  a l l  peop les .  Whe the r  t he  sm i l e r  be  Canad ian ,

F r e n c h ,  G e r m a n ,  R u s s i a n ,  C h i n e s e ,  A f r i c a n ,  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f

a  sm i l - e  r ema ins  ve ry  much  t he  same .  Na t i ona I ,  r ac i a l ,  cu l -

t u ra l  d i f f e rences  do  no t  change  i t s  mean ing .  On  t he  o the r

hand ,  a  ges tu re  such  as  a  c l enched  f i s t  can  be  open  (? )  t o

d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s :  a n  e x p r e s s i o n

o f  v i c t o r y ,  a  c o m m u n i s t  s a l u t e ,  a  p h y s i c a l  t h r e a t .

Sm i Ies  t hemse l ves ,  o f  cou rse ,  can  exp ress  a  cons ide rab le

va r i e t y  o f  mean ings ,  The re  a re  sm i l es  o f  we l come ,  o f  f r i end -

s h i p ,  o f  l o v e ,  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  o f  s y m p a t h y ,  o f  f o y ,  o f

shyness ,  o f  con temp t .  We  speak  o f  a  g l ad  sm i l e  o r  a  sad  sm i l e ,

o f  a  f r esh  and  eage r  sm i -1e ,  o r  a  r . / ea r y  and  res i gned  sm i l e .

Somehow a  sm i l e ' s  mean ing  i s  eJ -emen ta I ,  g l oba l .  A  sm i l e  t ends

to  r evea l  one  sub jec t  immed ia te l y  t o  ano the r .  I t  i s  i n t e r sub -

j e c t i v e ,  i n t e r p e r s o n a l .  I t  l e t s  a  p e r s o n  k n o w  w h a t  a n o t h e r

pe rson  means  t o  h im .  Tha t  i s  no t  t o  say  t ha t  a  sm i l e  canno t

b e  s i m u l a t e d ,  f o r  " o n e  c a n  s m i l e  a n d  s m i l e  a n d  b e  a  v i l l a i n . "

Obv ious l y  enough  a  sm i l e  i s  some th ing  we  read i l y  pe rce i ve .

Bu t  ou r  pe rce i v i ng  i s  no t  j us t  a  ma t t e r  o f  t he  sum o f  imp res -

s i ons  made  on  ou r  senses .  Ou r  pe rce i v i ng  i s  se l ec t j . ve .  Tha t

i s ,  ou t  o f  a I I  t he  man i f o l d  o f  t he  p resen ta t i ons  o f  ou r  senses ,

ou r  pe rce i v i ng  p i cks  on l y  t hose  wh i ch  can  be  cons t ruc ted

in to  a  pa t t e rn  w i t h  a  mean ing .  I n  t he  gene ra l  hubbub  o f  a
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cock ta i l  pa r t y ,  f o r  examp le ,  you  can  p i ck  ou t  a  pa r t i cu l a r

set  of  sound waves that  has a meaning.  You can focus your

a t t en t i on ,  as  i t  we re ,  and  l i s t en  t o  one  pe rson  ou t  o f  a I 1

the  gene ra l  babb le .  S im i . l a r I y ,  ou t  o f  t he  vas t  comp lex  o f

poss ib l e  f ac i a l  movemen ts r  you  can  eas i l y  p i ck  ou t  t he  pa t -

terned set  of  movements we cal l  a smiJ-e,  and you can do th is

p rec i se l y  because  t he  pa t t e rn  has  a  mean ing .  I t  i s  a  Ges ta f t ,

" a  pa t t e rned  se t  o f  va r i ab le  movemen ts ,  and  i t  i s  r ecogn i zed

as  a  who le . "a  r  be l i eve  i t  was  Ca rd ina l  Ma r t y  o f  Pa r i s  who

remarked  o f  Pope  John  Pau f  I ,  "He  gave  us  t he  sm i l e  o f  God . "

Now at  th is point  i -n your reading you may be wonder ing

wha t  a l l  t h i s  has  t o  do  w i t h  d rama .  I n t e r sub jec t i ve  mean ing

does have considerable re levance to what I  have to say about

drana, as I  hope to make cfear in my subseguent remarks.

That re levance may be obvious to a conf i rmed theater-goer.

At  any rate,  the t ime has come to move on to the considera-

t i on  o f  a r t i s t i c  ca r r i e r s  o f  mean ing  and  o f  d rama  as  a  pa r t i cu -

Iar  and potent  example of  them.

I  can  bes t  beg in ,  pe rhaps ,  by  quo t i ng  Lone rgan ' s  de f i n i -

t i on  o f  a r t  f o r  wh i ch  he  acknow ledges  h i s  i ndeb tedness  t o

Susanne  Lange r ' s  Fee l i nq  and  Fo rm .  "A r t r t '  he  says ,  r r i s  de f i ned

as  t he  ob jec t i f i ca t i on  o f  a  pu re l y  expe r i en t i a l  pa t t e rn ,

and  each  t e rm  i n  t h i s  de f i n i t i on  i s  ca re fu l l y  expJ -a i ned . " s  Fo I -

J -ow ing  Lone rgan ' s  l ead ,  I  sha l - I  t r y  t o  do  t he  same ,  t hough

I should warn the reader that  my account is  l i t t le  more than

a  pa raph rase  o f  Lone rgan ' s  o rnn  exp lana t i on .

What is  perceived is  a pat tern and that  pat tern may

be  e i t he r  abs t rac t  o r  conc re te .  An  abs t rac t  pa t t e rn ,  f o r

example,  is  formed by the notes on the page of  a musical_

score or  in the indented grooves of  a phonograph record.

The re  i s  no t  s imp l y  an  acc i den ta l  j u x tapos i t i o4  o r  j umb le .

A  b r i c k  wa11  has  a  pa t t e rn  and  d i f f e r s  f r on  t he  mere  j umb le

o f  a  p i l e  o f  b r i c ks .  A  conc re te  pa t t e rn  i s  pe rce i ved  i n  t he

given movenents,  volumes, tones,  col-ors of  a part icuLar work

o f  a r t .  These  a re  r e l a ted  i n t e rna l l y  j - n  such  a  way  as  t o

fo rm  a  who le  and  aga in  a re  no t  me re l y  acc i den ta l l y  j ux taposed .

The  f i n i shed  pa in t i ng  exemp l i f i e s  t h i s  i n t e rna l  r e l a t i onsh ip

wh i l e  t he  un re l a ted  co lo r s  on  t he  a r t i s t ' s  pa le t t e  do  no t .

People streaming f rom the theater  at  the c lose of  a performance

do not  form a pat tern whereas the dancersr  movements in a bal-

let  do.  A ski l l fu l  d i - rector  does not  Leave the movemencs

o f  h i s  ac to r s  t o  chance .
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A pa t t e rn  na tu ra l - I y  r equ i r es  a  pe rce i ve r  and  so  i n  t u rn

the re  i s  a  pa t t e rn  t o  t he  pe rce i v i ng  d rawn  f r om the  pa t t e rn

o f  t he  pe rce i ved .  As  we  sa r r  i n  t he  examp le  o f  t he  sm i l e ,

t he  pe rce i v i ng  i s  an  expe r i en t i a l  pa t t e rn  t ha t  i nvo l ves  sone

s e l e c t i o n  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r c e i v e r .

P rec i - seJ "y  because  t he  sm i l e  i s  a  pa t t e rned  se t  o f  movemen ts ,

i t  i s  eas i l y  pe rce i ved  and  read i f y  d i s t i ngu i shed  f r om a  f r own

o r  scow l .  You  may  be  ab le  t o  hum a  t une  o r  me lody  wh i ch  you

hea rd  as  backg round  mus i c  a t  t he  cock ta i l  pa r t y ,  bu t  you

e e n n o f  r e n e a f  t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  b a b b l e  o f  v o i c e s  o r  s u c c e s s i v e

no i ses .  Because  i t  i s  pa t t e rned  a  f ew  I i nes  o f  r hym ing  ve rse

can be remembered where the same statement in prose form

is  soon  l - os t  t o  r eca l1 .  "So  ve rse  makes  i n f o rma t i on  mernc rab le . "6

Th j " s  i s  l vhy  t he  adve r t i s i ng  on  rad io  and  t e l ev i s j - on  makes

such  common  use  o f  t he  sung  ve rse  j i ng l e .  The  success fu l

j i ng l e  can  s tay  w i t h  you  and  haun t  you !

Bes ides  be ing  an  expe r i en t i a l  pa t t e rn ,  t he  pa t t e rn  o f

t he  pe rce i v i ng  shou ld  be  pu re l y  expe r i en t i a l .  Tha t  i s  t o

say ,  a  pu re  pa t t e rn  does  no t  pe rm i t  t he  i n road  o f  any  p recon -

t i oned  pa t t e rn  t ha t  i s  a t  odds  w i t h  pu re  expe r i ence .  Somewha t

I i ke  Pav lov ' s  dogs ,  ou r  senses  can  be  cond i t i oned  o r  t r a i ned

t o  r e s p o n d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t o  v a r i o u s  s i g n a l s .

M i l i t a r y  t r a i n i ng  a ims  a t  p roduc ing  t h i s  so r t  o f  au toma t i c

response  i n  t he  rec ru i t  who  I ea rns  t o  obey  commands  w i t hou t

hav ing  t o  mu l I  t h i ngs  ove r .  A f t e r  a  number  o f  pe r f o rmances

o f  a  p l ay ,  ve te ran  ac to r s  can  run  t h rough  t he i r  l i nes  and

s tage  movemen ts  wh j -1e  t he l r  m inds  a re  occup ied  w i t h  o the r

c o n c e r n s .  F u r t h e r ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p u r e J - y  e x p e r i e n t i a l  p a t t e r n ,

sense  expe r i ence  can  be  reshaped  much  i n  t he  manne r  o f  t he

P roc rus tean  bed  by  an  a l i en ,  a  p r i o r i .  t heo ry  o f  i n t e rp re ta -

t i on  d rawn  f r om some  f i e l d  o f  s c i ence  a t  t he  expense  o f  e l pe r -

i enced  psycho log i ca l  f ac t .  I ns tead  o f  pay ing  a t t en t i on  t o

wha t  happens  when  t he  senses  a re  a l l owed  t o  f unc t i on  on  t he i r

o ! " / n ,  one ' s  i n t e rp re ta t i on  i s  p rede te rm ined  by  an  ep i s t emo logy

w h i c h  h o l d s  t h a t ,  w h i l e  s e n s e  i m p r e s s i o n s  a r e  o b j e c t i v e ,

f h a i  r  n : l - f a r n  i  c  m o r o l  v  c , , F , i  6 ^ t  i  \ ' 6

Ano the r  wo rd ,  pe rhaps ,  f o r  " pu re l y  expe r i en t i a l "  cou ld

b e  ' e x i s t e n t i a l ' .  T h e  p a t t e r n  m u s t  b e  o f  c o l o r s ,  s h a p e s ,

s o u n d s  a s  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r  i n  a  g i v e n  c o n t e x t ,  i n  t h e

ex i s t en t i a l -  s i t ua t i on .  A l1  o f  us  a re  awa re  how  easy  i t  i s

t o  r eac t  acco rd i ng  t o  r eady -made  s te reo t ypes .  we  t end  t o

see  and  hea r  and  i n t e rp re t  i n  l i ne  w i t h  wha t  cu r ren t  f ash ion

dec rees  o r  t he  1oca l  c r i t l c  d i c t a tes .  Th i s  does  no t  mean
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to say that ,  in approaching a work of  ar t ,  vre should sonehow

t r y  t o  d i ves t  ou rse l ves  o f  ou r  o rdn  pe rsona l i t i e s .  Such  an

exe rc i se  obv ious l y  wou ld  be  f u t i l e ,  and  ra the r  l i ke  d i ves t i ng

onesel f  of  c loth ing so that  one would not  appear prejudiced

at a fashi-on shortr .  When we at tend a work of  ar t  we are accom-

pan ied  by  ou r  l i kes  and  d i s l i kes ,  ou r  memor i es ,  ou r  des i r es

and  ave rs l ons ,  ou r  mo ra l  and  soc j . a l  j udgmen ts .  S t i 11 ,  r a the r

t han  be ing  p r i sone rs  so le l y  o f  t he  pas t ,  we  mus t  t r y  t o  be

open  t o  t he  p resen t  ac tua l  expe r i ence .  B r i e f I y ,  t he  po in t

i s  t ha t  ou r  expe r i enc ing  has  t o  be  ou r  own ,  no t  someone  eLse t s .

We object  to having our react ions imposed upon us.  We object

at  a performance to a card being held up wi th "APPLAUSE"

pr inted on i t !  To be genuine,  the applause has to be spontane-

ous .  Un less  t he  cas t  i s  p l ay j - ng  t o  an  emp ty  house ,  t he  aud i -

ence  cons i s t s  o f  consc ious  sub jec t s ,  each  o f  whom expe r i ences

h i s  own  ex i s t en t i a l  pa t t e rn .  Each  sub jec t  b r i ngs  t o  t he  t hea te r
t th j .s  capaci ty for  wonder,  for  awe aod fascinat ion,  h is openness

to  adven tu re ,  da r i ng ,  g rea tness ,  goodness ,  ma jes t y . "T  Tha t

capac i t y ,  t ha t  openness  mus t  be  g i ven  f r ee  re i n .  Lone rgan

s a y s  i t  w e 1 l .

The  requ i r ed  pu r i t y  o f  t he  ex i s t en t i a l  pa t t e rn  a ims
no t  a t  impove r i shmen t  bu t  a t  en r i chmen t .  I t  cu r t a i l s
wha t  i s  a l i en  t o  l e t  expe r i . enc ing  f i nd  i t s  f u l 1  comp le -
men t  o f  f ee l i ng .  I t  l e t s  expe r i enc ing  f a l . l  i n t o  i t s
own  p rope r  pa t t e rns  and  t ake  i t s  own  I i ne  o f  expans ion ,
deve lopmen t ,  o rgan i za t i on ,  f u l f i lmen t .  E

Another point  to be noted is  that ,  as the pat tern draws

to  comp le t i on  o r  i s  f i na l l y  g rasped  as  a  who le ,  a  l esson

may emerge f rom i t ,  but  the lesson should not  be imposed

upon i t  by way of  heavy-handed teaching or  preaching,  or

o f  soc i a l  r ea l i sm .  To  i l l u s t r a te  t he  po in t ,  we  no te  t ha t

l essons  emerge  f r om Shakespea re ' s  p l ays  bu t  one  i s  neve r

consc ious  o f  f ee l i ng  one  i s  i n  a  c l ass room o r  be fo re  a  pu lp i t .

George Bernard Shaw, on the other hand, has been cr i t ic ized

for  making the lesson too obvious.  Blatant  moral ism can make

one feel  one is  being beaten on the head wi th a basebal l

ba t .  The  mora l i sm  j , s  mo re  ev i den t ,  pe rhaps ,  i n  Shaw ' s  Doc to r r s

Di lemma than in h is Arms and the Man.

We  mus t  no t  f o rge t  t ha t ,  l i ke  t he  mean ing  o f  a  sm i l e ,

t he  mean ing  o f  t he  ex i s t en t i a l -  pa t t e rn  i s  e l e rnen ta l .  I t  i s

not  developed meaning.  The pat tern in a drama may not  be

fu l l y  g rasped  un t i l  t he  f i na l  cu r t a i n .  Un t i I  t ha t  cu r t a i . n

f a I1s ,  t he  pa t t e rn ,  t he  Ges taL t ,  t he  f o rm  rema ins  a  f o rn

i n  suspense .  Th i s  suspense  o f  f o rn  i s  no t  t o  be  i den t i f i ed

209



2 1 0 METHOD

w i t h  s u s p e n s e  o f  p l o t  w h i c h  i s  m e r e l y  a c c i d e n t a L t o  a  p a r t i c u -

I a r  p l ay ,  bu t  r a the r  w i t h  t he  suspense  o f  t he  pa t t e rn  wh i ch ,

I i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  s m i I e ,  i s  g r a s p e d  a s  a  w h o I e .  I t  r e f e r s

to  wha t  Cha r l es  Mo rgan  t e rms  " t he  i ncomp le teness  o f  a  known

c o m p l e t i o n . " s  T h e r e  h a s  t o  b e  s o m e  p r i o r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e

who le ,  some  an t i c i pa t j . on  o f  wha t  i s  t o  come ,  a  g rasp  o f  a

p a t t e r n  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  f u l f i l l e d .  B y  w a y  o f  i l l u s t r a t i v e  c o n -

t r a s t ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w a t c h i n g  a  c a g e  f u l I  o f

monkeys  a t  t he  zoo .  The re  i s  p l en t y  o f  ac t i on  bu t  no  pa t t e rn

e m e r g e s .  o n e  s o o n  t i r e s  o f  t h e  " m o n k e y  b u s i n e s s "  a n d  m o v e s

o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  c a g e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b y  w a y  o f  p a r a I I e l

t o  f o r m  i n  s u s p e n s e ,  o n e  d o e s  n o t  f u l 1 y  g r a s p  E u c l i d ' s  g e o m e t r y

un t i l  one  has  f i n i shed  t he  en t i r e  book .

The  wo rk  o f  a r t  i t se l f  i s  t he  p rope r  exp ress ion  o f  t h i s

e l emen ta l  mean ing .  f n  d rama  the  wo rk  o f  a r t  i s  t he  p l ay ,

a n d  t h e  p l a y  n o t  m e r e l y  a s  a  w r i t t e n  w o r k  ( w h i c h  m a y  q u a l i f y

a s  a  p i e c e  o f  I i t e r a t u r e )  b u t  a s  a  s t a g e d  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e

s c r i p t  o f  a  p l a y  o b v i o u s l y  c o n v e y s  c o n c e p t u a l ,  d e v e l o p e d

m r ^ n i n o .  R r f  a  n l  a v  i  q  m r r c h  m o r F  f h a n  i  f s  s c r i  n f  -  h o w e v e r

i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  m a y  b e .  T h o u g h  t h e  s c r i p t  i s  t h e  g o v e r n i n g

o r  c o m m a n d i n g  f o r m ,  i t  i s  o n l y  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p a t t e r n .

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  r e a d i n g  a  p l a y  i s  n o t  t h a t  o f  w i t n e s s i n g

i t s  p r o d u c t i o n .  W h i l e  a  p l a y  m a y  n o t  i m p r e s s  i n  i t s  r e a d i n g ,

i t  m a y  p r o v e  c a p t i v a t i n g  i n  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n .  O n I y  i n  i t s  a c t u a l

p roduc t i on  do  a l I  t he  e l - emen ts  o f  t he  p l ay  come  toge the r .

T h e  s c e n e r y ,  I i q h t i n g ,  c o s t u m e s ,  p r o p e r t i e s ,  c o l o r s ,  m a k e -

u p ,  p e r h a p s  a s  w e I I  m u s i c  a n d  d a n c e ,  a  w h o l e  g a m u t  o f

a r t  f o r m s  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  a c t o r s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  t o t a l  e x p e r i e n -

t i a l  pa t t e rn .  The  ac to r s  commun i ca te ,  t oo ,  t h rough  more  t han

the  spoken  wo rd .  Th rough  i n t e r sub jec t i v i t y  w i t h  t he i r  aud j . ence

t h e y  c o n v e y  m e a n i n g  b y  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  u s e  o f  e y e s ,  t o n e s

o f  v o i c e ,  f r i e n d l y  o r  t h r e a t e n i n g  g e s t u r e s ,  b o d i l y  m o v e m e n t ,

o r  w h a t  i n  g e n e r a l  c a n  b e  c a l - I e d  " b o d y - I a n g u a g e " .  A  g o o d

ac to r  w i I l  be  commended ,  f o r  examp le ,  f o r  h i s  " command ing

p resence "  on  s tage .  So  i t  i s  t ha t  w i t hou t  say i ng  a  wo rd  a

g o o d  a c t o r  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f e e l i n g  a n d  f e I I o w -

f e e l j . n g  b e t w e e n  h i s  a u d i e n c e  a n d  h i m s e l f .  S o m e t i m e s ,  i n d e e d ,

a  s i l e n c e  c a n  b e  a s  e x p r e s s i v e  a s  a n  d i a l o g u e .  I n  f a c t ,  a

m is take  ama teu r  o r  i nexpe r i enced  ac to r s  o f t en  make  i s  t o

f ee l  t hey  mus t  keep  on  t a l k i ng  w i t hou t  a  b reak  i ns tead  o f

a l l o w i n g  a c t i o n s  t o  s p e a k  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .

No \ r  i t  goes  w i t hou t  say i ng  t ha t  t he  wo r l d  o f  t he  t hea te r

i s  a  wo r . I d  o f  i l - I us i on ,  a  t r ans fo rmed  wo r l d .  Ye t  t ha t  wo r l d
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and i ts  characters can somet imes seem more real ,  more t rue

than the everyday wor1d.  More books have been wr i t ten about

HamLet than about nost  famous real  persons.  Almost paradoxi-

cal ly  there are peopl-e who know more about Ham1et 's  problems

and rnental  processes than about thej- r  own. A character  I ike

Archie Bunker becomes the prototype of  the prejudi-ced person

whom we see mirrored in a good many people we know --  but

neve r  o f  cou rse  i n  ou rse l ves !  S t i l f ,  t he  d rama  g i ves  us  t he

chance  t o  l i ve  howeve r  b r i e f l y  a  v i ca r i ous  ex i s t ence .  So

i t  i s  t ha t  t he  d rama t i c  pa t t e rn  i nvo l ves  " t he  consc ious  pe r -

f o rm ing  o f  a  t r ans fo rmed  sub jec t  i n  h i s  t r ans fo rmed  wo r l d . " r 0

Wh i l e  t he  sub jec t ,  howeve r ,  may  be  t r ans fo rned ,  he  neve r -

thel-ess does not  cease to be human. And because he is  human

the  expe r i en t i a l -  pa t t e rn  mus t  no t  descend  t o  me re  an ima l i t y

and  so  become  o f f ens i ve .  As  Lone rgan  remarks ,  t ' I ndeed ,  man

i s  an  an ima l  f o r  whom mere  an ima l i t y  i s  i ndecen t . " r l  Man ,

i n  e f f ec t ,  has  t o  ma in ta i n  a  "psych i ca l  d i s t ance t '  f r om  mereJ . y

b io l og i ca l  pe r f o rmances .  Thus  nud i t y ,  obscen i t y ,  exp l i c i t

sex ,  when  p resen ted  so1e1y  a t  t he  b i o l og i ca l  l e ve l ,  t end

no t  t o  a t t r ac t  bu t  t o  r epe1 ,  t o  o f f end  one ' s  sens ib i l i - t i e s ,

o r  a t  l eas t  t o  p rove  t i r esome .  Wha teve r  t he i r  appea l  t o  p ru r i -

en t  i n t e res t  and  box  o f f i ce  co f f e r s ,  t hey  canno t  c l a im  t o

be  e i t he r  good  d rama  o r  l eg i t ima te  a r t .

Here I  should point  out  that  drama as a work of  ar t

i s  no t  t o  be  i den t i f i ed  w i t h  en te r t a i nmen t .  Tha t  i s  no t  t o

deny that  drama enter ta j -ns.  I t  does,  but  i t  must  not  be looked

upon  as  r r show  bus iness t t .  Tha t  i s  t he  a t t i t ude  o f  t he  commerc j - a l

t hea te r  wh i ch  t r i es  t o  sa t i s f y  t he  demand  f o r  amusemen t .

Susanne Langer supports our v iewpoint .  She says,  "Drama is

ne i t he r  r i t ua l  no r  show  bus iness ,  t hough  i t  may  occu r  i n

t he  f r ame  o f  e i t he r  one ;  i t  j - s  poe t r y ,  wh i ch  1s  ne i t he r  a

k i nd  o f  c i r cus  no r  a  k i nd  o f  chu rch . t t 12  I f  d rama ,  t hen ,  i s

t o  be  a  t r ue  wo rk  o f  a r t ,  i t  mus t  r j - se  above  mere  en te r t a i n -

men t ,  t he  c i r cus ,  va r i e t y  show ,  commerc ia l  comedy .  D rama

as a work of  ar t  should be capable of  t ransforming the audi-

ence and of  e levat ing i t  to a nerd wor ld.  Because Lonergan

exp resses  t h j - s  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  a  t r ue  wo rk  o f  a r t  so  we l l ,

a l low me to quote him at  some length.

We are t ransported f rom the space in which we move to
the  space  w i t h i n  t he  p i c t u re ,  f r om  the  t ime  o f  s l eep ing
and waking,  vrork ing and rest ing,  to the t ime of  the
music,  f rom the pressures and determinisms of  home and
off ice,  of  economj-cs and pol i t ics to the posrers depicted
in the dance,  f rom conversat ional  and nedia use of  language
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t o  t h e  v o c a l  t o o l s  t h a t  f o c u s ,  m o u l d ,  g r o w  l v i t h  c o n s c i o u s -
ness .  As  h i s  wo r l d ,  so  t oo  t he  sub jec t  i s  t r ans fo rmed .
He  has  been  l i be ra ted  f r om be ing  a  r epJ -aceab le  pa r t
ad jus ted  t o  a  r eady -made  wo r l d  and  i n t eg ra ted  w j . t h i n
i t .  He  has  ceased  t o  be  a  r espons ib l e  i nqu i r e r  i nves t i -
ga t i ng  some  aspec t  o f  t he  un i ve r se  o r  seek ing  a  v i ew
o f  t he  who le .  He  has  become  l us t  h imse l f ,  emergen t ,
o ^ c l . i f i  ^  n l i  n i n : i - i n n  F r a a A n m  1 3

By  way  o f  conc lus i on  I  shou ld  add  some  b r i e f  r emarks

abou t  t he  ob jec t i f i ca t j . on  o f  t he  expe r i en t i a l  pa t t e rn .  The re

a r e  L w o  d i s t i n c t  a s p e c t s  t o  t h i s  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n .  F i r s t ,

t h e r e  i s  t h e  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  a r t i s t  h i . m s e L f  m u s t

ach ieve  i . f  he  i s  t o  g i ve  v i s i . bJ .e ,  aud ib l e ,  o r  t ang ib l e  exp res -

s i o n  t o  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t a l  m e a n i n g  o r  i n s i g h t

he  w i shes  t o  convey .  The  unshaped  b l - ock  o f  ma rb le  mus t  g i ve

\4 ' ay  t o  hammer  and  ch i se l ;  t he  haun t i ng  t heme  mus t  be  reco rded

in  a  mus i ca l  s co re l  t he  pa in t  mus t  be  t r ans fe r red  f r om pa le t t e

t o  c a n v a s ;  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  p l o t  o f  t h e  p l a y  m u s t  b e  t r a n s -

po r t ed  f r om the  au tho r ' s  consc iousness  t o  come  a l i ve  i n  h i s

s c r i p t .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e

thea te r -  o r  a r t - goe r  may  w i sh  t o  ach ieve .  The  expe r i en t i aJ .

pa t t e rn ,  as  I  have  no ted ,  i s  no t  deve loped  mean ing .  The  expe r -

i e n c e  i s  t h e  e m o t i o n ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  a s  i t  i s  f e I t .  T o  g i v e

exp ress ion  t o  t he  e l emen ta l  mean ing  t he  wo rk  o f  a r t  has  had

fo r  us  i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  i n s i gh t ,  o f  g rasp ing  t he  f o rm  o r  pa t t e rn

wh j , ch  gove rns  t he  wo rk ,  and  o f  subsequen t l y  wo rk i ng  ou t ,

d e v e l o p i n g ,  c o r r e c t i n g  o u r  i n i t i a l  i n s J - g h t .  W e  r e v i s i t  t h e

a r t  g a 1 l e r y ,  w e  l i s t e n  a g a i n  t o  t h e  m u s i c ,  w e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e

t h e a t e r  t o  s e e  t h e  p l a y  a  s e c o n d ,  a  t h i r d ,  a  f o u r t h  t i m e .

Recen t l y  I  hea rd  o f  a  youngs te r  who  had  seen  t he  mov ie  S ta r

Wars  seven teen  t imes .  I  shou ld  l i ke  t o  have  hea rd  h i -m  a t t emp t

a n  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  e x p e r j - e n c e !

Ob jec t i f i ca t i on ,  whe the r  on  t he  pa r t  o f  t he  a r t i s t  who

c rea tes  o r  o f  t he  sub jec t  who  expe r i ences  i t ,  r equ i r es  a

s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a  m e a s u r e  o f

de tachmen t .  I t  ca l 1s  f o r  ca lm  reco l l ec t i on  o f  t he  expe r i ence

a n d  i n s i g h t ,  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n ,  r e f l e c t i o n ,  j u d g m e n t ,  a n d

t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  W h i I e  e a c h

one  o f  us  no  doub t  i ndu lges  i n  some  so r t  o f  pos t  mo r tem ana l y -

s i s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  t h e  f u r t h e r  w o r k  o f  a  m o r e

e x p l i c i t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  j u d g m e n t  i s  t h e  w o r k  r a t h e r  o f

t h e  d r a m a  c r i t i c .  A d d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  t h e

mus i c  c r i t i c ,  t he  a r t  c r i t i c  whose  rev i eh rs  may  mean  t he  success

o r  f a i Lu re  o f  t he  wo rk  o f  a r t .  Because  consc ious  sub - i ec t s
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d i f f e r  r a the r  no tab l y  i n  t as te  and  t empe ramen t ,  i n  i n t eL lec -

t ua l  capac i t y  and  sound  j udgmen t ,  t he i r  ob jec t i f i ca t i ons

o f  t he  expe r i en t i a l  pa t t e rn  o f t en  enough  i , / i 11  a l so  d i f f e r .

In fact ,  you can read reviews of  a p lay wi tnessed by tvro

cr i t ics and wonder whether both saw the same play.  I t  was

a  d i s t i ngu i shed  Amer i can  d rama  c r i t i c ,  as  I  r eca1L ,  who  re -

marked  t ha t  d rama t i c  c r i t i c i sm  to  many  peop le  mus t  seem l i ke

an  a t t emp t  t o  t a t t oo  soap  bubb les !

Wh i f e  d rama t i c  c r i t i c i sm ,  o r  f o r  t ha t  ma t t e r  a r t  c r i t i -

c l sm  i n  gene ra l r  f r dy  he lp  one  re f l ec t  upon  an  expe r i en t i a l

pa t t e rn ' s  e l emen ta l  mean ing  and  ass i s t  i n  one rs  unde rs tand ing

and  app rec ia t i on  o f  i t ,  i t  canno t  r ep roduce  t he  expe r i ence .

Just  as knowledge of  the lar , /s  of  thermodynamics does not

make one feel  any warmer or  colder,  so reading the learned

c r i t i c r s  r ev i ew ,  howeve r  pe rcep t i ve  i t  may  be ,  does  no t  r ec re -

a te  one t s  ov rn  expe r i ence  no r  r ep lace  i - t  i f  one  has  no t  seen

the  p l ay .  On l y  t he  wo rk  o f  a r t  i t se l f  can  manage  t ha t .

I n  t he  f i na l  ana l ys i s ,  t hen ,  one  mus t  v i s i t  t he  a r t

ga l l e r y  onese f f ,  one  mus t  l i s t en  t o  t he  symphony ,  one  mus t

a t t end  t he  t hea te r .  The  wo rk  o f  a r t ,  as  i t  we re ,  j . s sues  an

inv i t a t i on  f o r  one  t o  expe r i ence  f o r  onese l f .  I n  Lone rgan ' s

wo rds ,  ' r The  wo rk  o f  a r t  i n v j - t es  one  t o  w i t hd raw  f r om p rac t i ca l

I i v i ng  and  t o  exp lo re  poss ib i l i t i e s  o f  f u l l - e r  l i v i nq  an  a

r i c h e r  w o r l d - " 1 q
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P.  R .  LEAVIS :  A  MEMOIR

Sebas t i an  Moo re

Bos ton  Co I l ege

I t  i s  a  r a re  and  awesome  th i ng  t o  have  had  one ' s  I i f e

t ouched  by  a  gen : -us .  The  chances  aga ins t  i t  a re  as t r onom ica l .

Y e t  t h i s  l u c k ,  o r  g r a c e '  h a s  b e e n  m i n e . r

I t  i - s  on l y  much  I a te r  i n  l i f e  t ha t  i t  becomes  poss ib l e

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s c a l e  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d e p t h s  i n  o n e -

s e l f  L o  w h i c h  v a r i o u s  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n s  h a v e  p e n e t r a t e d .

T o w a r d s  o n e  e n d  o f  t h a t  s c a I e ,  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  r e g i o n  o f  t h e

sp i r j - t  whe re  one  can  be  p ro found l y  and  f o reve r  changed .  Fo r

m € ,  L e a v i s  a l o n e  o f  a l I  m y  t e a c h e r s  p e n e t r a t e d  t h a t  r e g i o n .

And  because  I  know  tha t  h i s  lmp ress ion  was  no t  wha t  t hey

c a I I  s u b j e c t i v e ,  b u t  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  w a s  t h e  u n i f y i n g  o f

o l  a m o n l - q  i  n  p y n o r i e n c e  f h a f  h : r r i  !  r r  a \ r a r  . ^ m a  f o c e f h o ro v  r " q r r f

I  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  i n  c a l l i n g  i t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  o n l y  g e n i u s

e x e r t s ,  T o  s t u d y  u n d e r  h i m  a t  C a m b r i d g e  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  d a y s

w a s  t h e  k i n d  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f

wh i ch  now  seems  more  and  more  remo te .

I t  w a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  u n u s u a l  d e p t h  o f  i n f l u e n c e ,

o f  cou rse ,  t ha t  one  was  no t  a l - one  j - n  j . t .  The re  we re  d i sc i p l es

a  t e r m  t h a t  n o w a d a y s  i s  n o t  u s e d  w i t h o u t  m o c k e r y ,  e x c e p t

i n  New  Tes tamen t  s t ud ies ,  whe re  app rec ia t i on  has  been  d r i ven

o u t  b y  t e c h n i q u e .  T h e r e  v r a s  t h a t  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s h i p  w h i c h

g rows  among  a  f ew  peop le  unde rgo ing  t he  sa rne  k i nd  o f  awaken ing

r h ^  6 n  I  i  n h f o n m o n i -

W h a t  w a s  i t  t h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n g  f o r  u s ?  W h a t  w a s  h e  b r i n g i n g

toge the r  t ha t  t he  who le  mode rn  educa t i ona l  s ys tem seemed

t o  p u t  a s u n d e r ?  H e  a s s o c i a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  t h e  h u n g e r  f o r

. - r ! r - ^ r ^  - ^ - - i n ^  w l t h o u t  w h j - c h  w e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  h u m a n .  H eu  a  L a r r r d L E  l L r c a r r t r r 9

_  , , ^ _ r !  r r h a r a  f h o  o n i n ' m - n t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  w a S  c o n _L d r r r c  u l J u r r  L r t s  s r r J v y r " s r r

f i n e d  t o  a n  ' a e s t h e t i c '  s p h e r e ,  w h i l e  t h e  h u m a n  q u e s t  f o r

m e a n i n g  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  b y  t h e o l o g i a n s  a n d ,

j - n  a  mo re  i nnocen t  t ime ,  by  ph i l osophe rs .  He  came  i n to  t ha t

wo r l d  and  sa id  a  r esound ing  rNo r  t o  i t s  d i v i s i on  o f  l abo r  and

c o n s e q u e n t  e m a s c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t .  R e a I I y  t o  h e a r  S h a k e -

spea re ' s  wo rds  i s  t o  be  t r oub led  and  exc i t ed  i n  t hose  deepes t

r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  w h e r e  d a m n a t i o n ,  p u r g a t i o n '  a n d  s a l - v a t i o n

a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n c e p t s .  A n d  t h e  t e s t  o f  g r e a t  w r i t i n g  i s ,

p r e c i s e l y ,  t h a t  i t  e c h o e s  i n  t h o s e  f o r g o t t e n  r e a c h e s .  I  r e m e m -

be r  Leav i s  once  re fe r r i ng  t o  " t ha t  a lmos t  i ndecen t  way  Shake -

s p e a r e  h a s  o f  t e l l i n g  y o u  t h i n g s  a b o u t  y o u r s e l f  t h a t  y o u
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d idn ' t  know  you  knew . "  No  one  e l - se  was  speak ing  L i ke  t h i s .

I  me t  a  younge r  Eng l i shman  a t  a  t heo log i ca l  con fe rence  a t

Boston t lvo summers ago who, when I  ment ioned Leavis,  said,

"He  was  t he  l as t  p rophe t  we  had  i n  Eng land . "  And  j .mmed ia te l y

we understood each other.  we had both fe l t  that  oneness between

some  wo rd -o rde r i ngs  and  " t he  wo rd t t  wh j - ch ,  once  f e l t ,  sends

shockwaves of  change r ight  through the system.

I  came  to  Leav i s  as  a  Ch r i s t i an  and  a  monk .  Thus  I  had

some  fan i f i a r i t y  w i t h  a  t r ad i t i on  t ha t  had  f o r  two  m i l l - enn ia

cu l t i va ted  t he  sou l ' s  deepes t  des i r e ,  mapped  ou t  j - n  va r i ous

r ^ /ays  t he  " i t i ne ra r j - um men t i s  i n  Deu rn " .  I t  had  done  t h i s  f a r

more  c rea t i ve l y  i n  ea r l i e r  t han  i n  mode rn  t imes ,  so  t ha t

t he  sp i r i . t ua l  t r ad i t i on  had  pe r f o r ce  become  I ' f ug i t i ve  and

c lo i s t e red r r .  Ye t  he re  was  a  t eache r  who ,  wh i l e  r ema in i ng

s taunch l y  agnos t i c ,  a l l owed  one ' s  sp i r i t ua l  l i f e  t o  b rea the

in  t ha t  wo r l - d  o f  g rea t  l i t e ra tu re  so  l ong  c l a j .med  f o r  i t se l f

by  a  mode rn i t y  impa t i en t  o f  t he  monk i sh .  Yes ,  he  rea l l y  made

us  monks  and  p r i es t s  f ee l  we  be longed ,  w i t h  a l l -  ou r  p r i es t l i -

ness ,  t o  t he  wo r l - d  we  l i ved  i n .  I f  t h i s  i s  ca f l - ed  educa t i on ,

then another word wi I I  have to be found for  what qeneral lv

goes  by  t ha t  name .

I  r e fe r  t o  " us  monks  and  p r i es t s " ,  because  Leav i s  had

a  l a rge  Ronan  c l e r i ca l  f o l l ow ing .  He  used  t o  say  imp i shJ -y

tha t  t h i s  was  on l y  because  he  had  pu t  Hopk ins  on  t he  map ,

t hus  p romo t i ng  "one  o f  ou rs "  t o  t he  t op  rank  o f  Eng l i sh  poe t s .

The re  was  more  t o  i t  t han  t ha t .  The  sou l  c raves  f o r  a  un i f l ed

v i s i on  o f  t he  wo r l d :  and  peop le  l i ke  monks  and  p r i es t s ,  f o r

r ^ rhom tha t  un i f i ed  wo r fd  ex i sLs  i n  p r i nc i pLe ,  expe r i ence  a

ce r t a i n  f r us t r a t j . on  a t  t he  f a i l u re  o f  t h i s  be l i eved - i n  un i t y

t o  f l - esh  i t se l - f  ou !  i n  t he  wo r l - d  we  l i ve  i n .  Thus  we  pe rhaps

more  eas i f y  " sme l l  ou t "  someone  who  o f f e r s  a  r emedy  t o  t h i s

sp i r i t ua l  s ch i zoph ren la .  Tha t  r r r as  h i s  appea l  f o r  us .  And

he  exe rc i sed  t h i s  appea l  ve r y  p rope r l y  i n  be ing  t he  f i r s t

c r i t i c  o f  any  no te  t o  d i scove r  t ha t  an  obscu re  V i c t o r i an

Jesu i t  had ,  i n  h i s  a t t emp t  t o  spe l I  ou t  h i s  d i a l ogue  w i t h

the  i n f i n i t e ,  ach ieved  t ha t  comb ina t i on  o f  emo t i ona l  honescy

w i t h  t echn i ca l  soph i s t i ca t i on  t ha t  i s  t he  mark  o f  h i gh  poe t r y .

Who  e l se  pa id  a t t en t i on  t o  Hopk ins  i n  t he  ea r l y  t h i r t i e s?

And Leavis pointed to the very th ing that  was most remarkable

i n  a  r eJ - i g j - ous  poe t :  t he  p resence  o f  a  s i ng le  i n t eg r i t y  t ha t

d i c t a ted  t he  con fess ion  o f  f ee l i ngs  and  t he  o rde r i ng  o f  wo rds .

Anyone conversant  wi th re l ig ious wr i t ing as I  am and I
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i n c l u d e  m y  o w n  o f  c o u r s e  k n o w s  w i t h  w h a t  f a t a L e a s e  t h e

ha l l owed  ph rase  imposes  i t se l f  t o  t he  ob fusca t i on  o f  any

r e a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  f e e l i n g .  A s  E I i o t  s a y s ,  " T h e  r e l i g i o u s

poe t  says  wha t  he  be l i eves .  The  devo t i ona l -  poe t  says  wha t

h e  w a n t s  t o  b e l i e v e . "

T h i s  w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  L e a v i s '  u n i t y  o f  v i s i o n :

emo t i ona l  hones t y  show ing  i t se l f  i n  t he  way  a  ph rase  i s  t u rned .

I  r e m e m b e r  h i m  s a y i n g  i n  a  I e c t u r e ,  A  p r o p o s  o f  a  s o n n e t

o f  C h r i s t i n a  R o s e t t i ,  " S h e  t h i n k s  s h e  f e e l s  f i k e  t h a t ;  b u t

s h e  d o e s n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  t h a t . "  ( w h e n  a  c o l l e a g u e  t o  w h o m  I

quo ted  t h i s  commen ted  "Wha t  a  sex i s t  r emark ! "  I  g roaned  i n -

wa rd t y  wha t  a  l ong  way  we  have  come  f r om tha t  p rec i s i on

o f  t hough t  and  f ee t i ng . )  He  a lways  \ , / ou1d  quo te  w i t h  app rova l

E I i o t ' s  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  B l a k e :

B I a k e ' s  p o e t r y  h a s  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t n e s s  o f  g r e a t  p o e t r y .
No th i ng  t ha t  can  be  ca f l ed  morb id  o r  abno rma l  o r  pe rve rse ,
none  o f  t he  t h i ngs  wh i ch  exemp l i f y  t he  s i ckness  o f  an
epoch  o r  a  f ash ion ,  have  t h i s  qua l i t y ;  on l y  t hose  t h i ngs
w h i c h ,  b y  s o m e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  I a b o u r  o f  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,
exh ib i t  t he  essen t i a l  s i c kness  o r  s t r eng th  o f  t he  human
sou l .  And  t h i s  hones t y  neve r  ex i s t s  w i t hou t  q rea !  t echn i -
c a l a c

A n o t h e r  p o e t i c  g i a n t  r e c e i v e d  a t  L e a v i s ' s  h a n d s  h i s  f i r s t

s e r i o u s  c r i t i c a l  a p p r a i s a l :  T .  S .  r I i o t .  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  I

was rereading the chapter on "The Waste Land" in New Bear ings '

a l ongs ide  t he  con temp tuous  sa l l - i e s  w i t h  wh i ch  t he  acc red i t ed

c r i t i c s  g ree ted  t ha t  poem.  Leav i s  was  t he  on l y  vo i ce  ca l l i ng

us  t o  become  consc ious  o f  l i v i ng  i n  t h i s  t ime  and  t hen ,  and

thus ,  t o  r ead  "The  was te  Land " .  r t  was  t he  poe t r y  o f  an  age

" t o o  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t o o  m u c h " ,  h e  s a i d .  A g a i n '  a s  a  t h e o l o g i a n ,

I  am  amazed  a t  how  ea r l y  E l i o t  and  h i s  i n t e rp re te r  we re  g rasp -

i n g  t h a t  n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  p s y c h e  t o  i t s  m y t h s  w h i c h

i s  t he  mos t  cha fLeng ing  and  wo rk -demand ing  p rob3 .em fo r  t heo logy

i n  o u r  t i m e .

f  have  t o  r epo r t  ano the r  ve r y  r ecen t  expe r i ence  t ha t

has  b rough t  home  to  me  Leav i s ' s  p rophe t i c  cha rac te r .  Teach ing

t h e  t h e o l o g y  o f  s a l v a t i o n  t o  A m e r i c a n  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s

n o t  " t h e o l o g i . c a f  s t u d e n t s " ,  f o r  w e  h a v e  a  " t h e o l o g y  r e q u i r e -

men t "  - -  I  have  come  to  r ea l i ze  t ha t  one  o f  t he  mos t  impo r tan t

s i g n s  o f  o u r  ' f a l l e n '  c o n d i t i o n  i s  t h e  u n d e r d e v e l o  p m e n t ,

i n  e a c h  s e x ,  o f  a  I a t e n t  c a p a c i t y  t o  f e e l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  s e x

f e e I s .  I  a m  g e t t i n g  s o  u s e d  n o w  t o  f i n d i n g  t h a t  " E I i o t  $ r a s

a l r e a d y  t h e r e " ,  t h a t  I  t h o u g h t  o f  T i r e s i a s .  L e a v i s ' s  c o m m e n t

o n  E I i o t ' s  n o t e  t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o e m  i s  w o r t h  q u o t i n g .
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The note runs,  j - t  wi I I  be remembered:

Ti res ias ,  a t though a  mere  spec ta to r  and no t  indeed a
l l ^ L ^ - ^ ^ + ^ - l l  .- , , o . o , -= ,  I  i s  ye t  t he  mos t  impo r tan t  pe rsonage  i n

t he  poem,  un j - t i ng  a1 l -  t he  res t .  Jus t  as  t he  one -eyed
merchan t ,  se l f e r  o f  cu r ran t s ,  me l t s  i n t o  t he  Phoen i c i an
Sa i l o r ,  and  t he  l " a t t e r  i s  no t  who l l y  d i s t i nc t  f r om  Fe r -
d i nand ,  P r i nce  o f  Nap les ,  so  a l l  t he  women  a re  one  $Toman t
and  t he  two  sexes  mee t  i n  T i r es i as .  Wha t  T i r es i as  sees ,
i n  f ac t ,  i s  t he  subs tance  o f  t he  poem.

Leavis comments:

1 f  M r .  E l - i o t r s  r eade rs  have  a  r i gh t  t o  a  g r i evance ,
i t  i s  t ha t  he  has  no t  g i ven  t h i s  no te  mo re  sa l i ence ;
f o r  i t  p rov i des  t he  c l - ue  t o  "The  was te  Land r ' .  r t  i nd i ca tes
p la j - n l y  enough  wha t  t he  poem i s :  an  e f f o r t  t o  f ocus
an  i nc l us i ve  human  consc iousness .  The  e f f o r t ,  i n  v rays
sugges ted  above ,  i s  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  t he  age ;  and  i n
an  age  o f  psychoana l ys i s ,  an  age  t ha t  has  p roduced  t he
Ias t  sec t i on  o f  "UJ -ysses t t ,  T i r es i as  - -  t t venus  hu i c  e ra t
u t r aque  no ta "  p resen t s  h imse l - f  as  t he  app rop r i a te
impe rsona t i on .  A  cu l t i va ted  mode rn  i s  ( o r  f ee l s  h j -mse I f
t o  be )  i n t ima te l y  awa re  o f  t he  expe r i ence  o f  t he  oppos i t e
s e x .  3

whatever one th j -nks of  the notes to "The Waste Landtt ,  or

o f  t he  above  commen t ,  t he  who le  po in t  i s  Leav i s ' s  r ea l i za t i on

tha t  i t  i s  t he  qua l i t y  o f  consc iousness ,  and  t he  capac i t y

t o  be  more  consc ious ,  t ha t  ma t t e r s  t oday ;  t ha t  t he  g rea t

poe t  i s  one  who  can  make  us  much  more  consc ious ;  and  t ha t

t h e  g r e a t  c r i t i c  i s  o n e  w h o  f i n d s  ' s a l i e n t r  i n  t h e  p o e t ' s

wo rk  t h i s  t r ans fo rma t i ve  power .  I t  i s  w i t h  a  r e l i g i ous  awe ,

a  sense  o f  mak i - ng  anamnes i s ,  t ha t  I  r eca l I  t ha t  Leav i s  d i d
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r e l i g i ous  con tempo ra r i es .  Qu i t e  s imp l y ,

more exci t ing than j - t  would otherwise

fo r  t ha t .

Tt  was he who gave me El iot ,  whose poetry has stayed

w j . t h  me  t hese  f o r t y -odd  yea rs ,  a lways  reappea r i ng  i n  new

places uncovered by a cont inuous theological  probing of  human

expe r i ence .  W i t hou t  an  i n t e rp re te r  o f  t he  ca l i b re  and  cha r i sma

of Leavis,  I  do not  th ink I  would have been able to open

my  m ind  t o  t he  revo lu t i on  i n  f ee l i ng  t ha t  E l i o t  ach ieves

and  ca I I s  f o r .  I  mean  t ha t  an  a l t oge the r  new  w i I l j - ngness

to  I i s t en  t o  a  poem w i t h  un rem l t t i ng  pa t i ence  was  requ i r ed

to exper ience what EI iot  vras doing wi th language and therefore

w i t h  consc iousness  i t se l f .  Leav i s  i ns t i l l ed  t ha t  con temp la -

t i ve  s t ance ,  and  nade  i t  seem obv ious l y  t he  on l y  way  t o  l i s t en

to  r ea l  poe t r y .  H i s  r epea ted  ax j - om,  t ha t  " t he re  i s  on l y  one

r i gh t  r ead ing "  f o r  a  poem,  j - s  eas i l y  d i sn i . s sed  as  dogma t i sm :

bu t  i t  env i sages  - -  wha t  i t s  c r i t i c s  showed  I i t t I e  ca re  f o r

a consensus,  among hearers,  in the poem, and thus a real

Lh i s  t o  ne  and  my

h e  m a d e  l i f e  i t s e l f

have  been .  I  l o ve  h im
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f ru i t f u l ness  o f  t he  wo rd  i n  t he  commun i t y .  No r  d i d  he  be l i eve

- r - L +  r c A d i n o ' r  c o r r l d  e w e r  b e  a r r i v e d  a t  w i t h o u tL l l d  L  L r r E  v l l s  !  r Y r r  L  !  s o q r r r Y

much  d i a l ogue ,  wh i ch  he  used  t o  desc r i be  as  " say ing  t o  someone
' t h j - s  i s  w h a t  I  s e e m  t o  h e a r .  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t ? " '

I t ' s  t he  same  th i ng  t ha t  r uns  t h rough  a l - l  o f  h i s  wo rk  among

u s :  h e  c a r e d .  H e  w a s  t h e  e d u c a t o r ,  t h e  n u r t u r i n g  o n e ,  t h e

p a s t o r  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e .

I t  was  i n  t h i , s  s t ance  o f  i n i t i a t o r  t o  a  f u l l e r  consc lous -

n e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r d ,  t h a t  h e  g a v e  - -  ' t r a d i d i t ' !  - -  E I i o t

t o  us .  I  r emember  how  a t  my  f i r s t  supe rv i s i on  he  handed  t o

r n e  t h e  S e l e c t e d  E s s a y s  .  T h a t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a n  a c t  o f
' t r a d i t i o n '  - -  a  w o r d  a s  d e a r  t o  h i - m  a s  i t  w a s  t o  E l " i o t .

I  a m  n o t  a s h a m e d  t o  c o m p a r e  w h a t  i s  s t i I I  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t

e x c i t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  I  r e m e m b e r  t o  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y

m r r c h  o i d c r -  s i m n l  r  ^ L ^ - ^ r  a  f u n c t i o n a l  r e v e r e n c eJ  I  r " y r c !  - r r o v e u  v I

- -  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n  f a c t ,  o f  d i s c i p l e s h i p .  w e  a r e  t o o  c l e v e r

and  d j . s t r ac ted  f o r  i t  t hese  days .  t ^ l e  can  on l y  t ake  i t  i n

t h e  p h o n e y  a u r a  o f  t h e  g u r u .

c h n r f  I  \ ,  : f i - a r  f h a  : n n a r r r n n o  n f  r r r  i  r + t ^  n i n n i n a r r  T! f L L r e  b r u u a t r g  ,  L e a v l s

sa id  t o  me ,  "The  on l y  poe t i c  deve lopmen t  comparab le  t o  t ha t

o f  E I j - o t  f r o m  " T h e  w a s t e  L a n d "  t o  " L i t t f e  G i d d i n q "  i s  S h a k e -

s p e a r e ' s . "  I  k n o w  t h a t  f a t e r  h e  w a s  t o  b e c o m e  s h a r p J - y  o p p o s e d

t o  E I i o t ' s  p o e t i c  s t a t e m e n t .  H e  s a i d  t o  f r € r  a b o u t  f i f t e e n

w a ^ r q  a o o -  " T  q a v  ' N ^ '  i . ^  F ' l  i ^ l -  t N ^ '  t o  h i s  a . I t e r n a t i v e s  o fy  s q r  J  q Y v  ,  r  r q l  ! f  f v L  t

" p y t e  o r  p y r e " . "  I  h a v e  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  c h a n g e

i n  a t t - i t u d e ,  w h i c h  i s  f u I I y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  l o n g  c h a p t e r

o n  E l - i o L  i n  h i s  l a s t  b o o k ,  T h e  L i v i n g  P r i n c i p l - e .

T h a f  c s s a v  h e c r - -  " r  r L  -  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  E I i o t ' sv L g t r r -  -  L  !  u r r Y

g r e a t n e s s  a s  a  p o e t .  B u L  h e  f i n d s  i n  t h e  Q u a r t e t s  m a n y  p l a c e s

whe re  E l i - o t '  s  wonde r fu l  c rea t i v i t v ^  , , ^ , j  ! L ^ !a  wo ro  EnaE  appea rs

\ r a r \ /  f r a a r r o n l '  I  r r  i  n  l - h o  o q q a l r  I  : n q o q  e n d  l " h a  r r o r c o  a a a c

' I  
i  m n  T h o c a  f h o  n l : n o c  u r h o r a  l - h a  l -  r : n c ^ a n d 6 n 1 -  m r. . . r / s t e r y

i  c  d  i  r a r t  I  r r  :  f f  i  r m ^ ^  r  r  ^ r ? i  n ^  R r  i  o f t

so  o f t en  E l i o t  chucks  up  t he  sponge  and  su r rende rs  t o  t he

G o d  o f  h i s  d a i l y  C h r i s t i a n  v / o r s h i p .  T h e r e  i s  n o  r e a l  f e e l i n g

i n  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  i n d e e d ,  r e l i g i o u s  s u r r e n d e r  i s  m a d e

f o  d o  d r r f v  n r c c i q a l . .  f ^ r  :  n a r r : i n  i n a h i  I  i  t v  f o  f e e l  t h a t

i s  E l 1 o t ' s  s i c k n e s s ,  e v r d e n c e d  i n  h i s  n o t o r i o u s  a t t i t u d e

t o  w o m e n  a n d  t o  s e x u a l i t y .  Y e s l  E I i o t  i s  v e r y  v u l n e r a b f e

j u s t  t h e r e .  I t  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  o b s e r v e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e

a re  two  t ypes  o f  mys t i c :  one  ! , / hose  sense  f o r  t he  t r anscenden t

i s  bo rn  o f  emo t i ona l -  wound ing  and  dep r i va t i on  (Auden  f i nds
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this in Dag Hammarskjold), another for whom it  is born of

enotional fulf i lnent. El j .ot himself has noted both ways:

This is the one way, and the other
Is the same, not in movement
But in abstention from movement; while the world moves
In appetency, on i ts metal led waYs
of  t ime pas t  and t ime fu tu re . "

A lso ,  in  Leav is 's  tex t  a  power fu l  assumpt ion  is  a t  work .

I t  i s  a  dua l  assumpt ion :  tha t  a  v igorous  c iv i l i za t ion  a lways

has a  re l ig ious  d imens ion ,  and tha t  our  c iv i l i za t ion  is  a l to -

ge ther  lack ing  in  v igor .  I t  fo l lows tha t  our  c iv i l i za t j -on

is incapable of producing signif icant rel igious poetry

and this is shown by the fact that even Efiot fai ls to do

so a  backhanded recogn i t ion  o f  E l io t rs  poet ic  s ta tu re !

But  the  assumpt ion  is  i t se l f  so  charged w i th  Leav is 's  h igh ly

individual att l tude to rel igion that one must wonder whether

i t  i s  no t  the  bas is  fo r  say ing  tha t  E l io t ' s  re l ig ious  poet ry

is  a  fa i lu re ,  as  we l l  as  be j -ng  cor robora ted  by  th is  fa i lu re

taken as independently ascertained fact. There seems to be

an arqumentum in circulo here .

Th is  may be  accountab le  fo r  as  fo l lows.  Leav is 's  re l ig ious

at t i tude  is  avowed ly  indebted  to  B lake .  Re l - ig iousness  is

the  fu l1  express ion  o f  our  c rea t iv i t y ;  and c rea t iv i t y ,  he

believes, has no place j-n i t  for surrender to another and

altogether higher power. But is this so? One might ask what

re l ig iousness ,  so  es teemed by  Leav is  as  an  essent ia l  d imens ion

of  c iv i l i za t ion ,  i s  i f  no t  the  confess ion  o f  dependence on

another and higher power, to which 'surrender'  is appropriate

and indeed en jo ined by  a l l  the  wor ld - re l ig ions .  I  don ' t  th j .nk

Leav is  ever  rea l l y  asked tha t  ques t ion .  And he  may jus t  be

pro jec t ing  h is  ovrn  fa i lu re  to  face  i t s  imp l ica t ions  on to

E l io t  a t  p rec ise ly  those po in ts  v there  E l io t  i s  say ing  'Yes '

to  tha t  very  ques t ion .  where  E l io t  sa id  'Yes '  - -  a t ,  f  be l ieve ,

deep personal costl  i t  did cost him "not less than everythingrl
- -  Leav is  sa id  an  emphat j .c  'No '  to  E l io t .

of course this is speculat ion. I  would prefer to emphasize

tha t  Leav is  does  ra ise  the  v i ta l  re l ig ious  gues t ion  o f  our

t ime:  tha t  o f  a  rea l  syn thes is ,  in  fee l ing  and image,  o f

creativi ty with rel igious surrender, such that the latter

would appear as the consummation of creativi ty rather than

its rel inquishing in favor of a higher po$/er. I t  \ ,ras, in

fact, only recently that I  real ized that I  had always operated

out of two centers: a monk, the creature of God, and a modern,

self-creating; and that now these two centers coalesce, and

2't 9
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the re  . i . s  on l y  one  cen te r .  r t  i s ,  o f  cou rse ,  t o  t he  g rea t

mys t i ca l  t r ad i t i on  t ha t  we  mus t  l ook  f o r  t h i s  i den t i t y  be tween

c rea t i ve  se l f - cons t i t u t i on  and  su r rende r .  As  Be rna rd  Lone rgan

m v  o f h e r  f e e c h e r  n r r t s  i f :  T h e  i n f i n i t e  i s  m e d i a t e d

to  t he  mys t i c  t h rough  t he  immed iacy  w i t h  wh i ch  he  knows  h i s

o r  he r  own  movemen t  t o  t he  unknown .  ( I  f i nd  myse l f  wonde r i ng :

Why  i s  t he  t op - I eve l  s t u f f  so  ma rve l - l - ous  t oday ,  t he  l owe r

l eve f s  so  d i s t r ac ted  and  d rea ry? )  And  t h i s  "movemen t  t o  t he

unknown"  i s  t he  mos t  c rea t i ve  and  se l f - cons t i t u t i ng  t h i ng

we ever do :

We  mus t  be  s t i l l  and  s t i l - l  mov ing
In to  ano the r  i n t ens i t y
Fo r  a  f u r t he r  un ion ,  a  deepe r  commun ion
Th rough  t he  da rk  co ld  and  t he  emp ty  deso la t i on ,
The  wave  c r y ,  t he  w ind  c r y ,  t he  vas t  wa te r s
o f  t he  pe t re l  and  t he  po rpo i se .  I n  my  end  i s  my  beg inn ing . s

The  po ln t  I  am  mak ing  i s  t ha t  i t  has  t aken  me  much  l abo r

t o  g e t  w i t h i n  f e e l i n g  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  u n i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  L e a v i s

i t  was  who  gave  t he  essen t i a l  p rog ram fo r  t h i s  l abo r ,  as

i t  v ras  he  who  s tumb led  on  i t s  essen t i a l  p rob lema t i c ,  t he

i s s u e  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  w o r s h i p .

T h e  p r o b l e m a t i c  l u r k s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  L e a v i s ' s

c ruc i a l  i n s i gh t  i n t o  t he  i nsepa rab i l i t y  o f  g rea t  d i c t i on

f r om the  essen t i a l -  movemen t  o f  t he  sou I .  I  sha11  neve r  f o rge t

t he  abysma l  d i sappo in tmen t ,  no t  t o  say  sense  o f  ba thos ,  t ha t

awa i t ed  me  i n  Rome  wh i t he r  I  r epa i , r ed  f o r  t heo log i ca l  s t ud ies

immed ia te l y  a f t e r  my  yea rs  a t  Cambr i dge .  I n  my  na i ve te  I

somehow assumed that  I  woul-d there meet people who woufd

do  w i t h  a  psa lm  o r  t he  "Vex i l l - a  Reg i s "  wha t  Leav i s  d i d  w i t h
r r p r r f  u n  \ / . r r r  t r r i o L +  ^ . ' ^ - r -  + ^ -  * L e  d e w  w i I l  r u s t  t h e m " .u P  )  v u r  v r  r Y t r L  r  r v t

Nor  was  I  en t i r e l y  o f f  t he  beam i n  my  comp la i n t ,  as  I  subse -

quen t l y  f ea rned  when  I  r ead  No r th rop  F rye ' s  s t a temen t  t ha t

t he  mos t  devas ta t i ng  f a i l u re  i n  sc r i p t u re  s t udy  t oday  i s

t h e  t o t a l  l a c k  o f  a e s t h e t i c ,  e v a l u a t i v e  r e s p o n s e .  I  r e c a l - f

a n  i n c i d e n t  d t ,  I  t h i n k ,  M . I . T .  i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  A n  h o n o r a r y

doc to ra te  was  t o  be  awa rded  t o  some  em inen t  sc r i p t u re  scho la r ,

and  t he  P res iden t  - -  whose  spec ia l t y  may  have  been  compu te r s

asked  f o r  some  rep resen ta t i ve  wo rks  i n  t ha t  f i e I d ,  so

tha t  he  cou ld  make  an  app rop r i a te  speech .  When  t he  t i r ne  came ,

he  opened  by  desc r i b i ng  t h i s  p repa ra to r y  ac t i v i t y  and  sa id ,

o f  t he  sc r i p t u res ,  "Su re l y  t hese  books  dese rve  be t t e r  t r ea t -

men t .  They  a re  qood  books ! "  Wha t  Leav i s  ca l l ed  " t he  h i ghe r

navvy . i ng "  f l ou r i shes  espec ia l l y  i n  t he  f i e l - d  o f  s c r j . p t u re

scho la r sh ip .  The  Word  o f  God ,  wh i ch ,  f o r  t he  be l i eve r ,  i s
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the word, lacks that breathing-room in the spir i t  which Leavis,

with a lone voice, claimed for the word. "our last prophet"

- -  y€sr  perhaps :  our  las t  be l iever  1n  the  word .

There were, of course, serious weaknesses in the Leavis
'movement ' ,  espec ia l l y  a t  the  undergraduate  leve l .  The s t r in -

gent dernands made of l i terature by Leavis involved the excl.u-

s ion ,  f rom the  ' canon ' ,  o f  who le  t rac ts  o f  poet ry ,  p rose t

and c r i t i c ism t rad i t iona l l y  ha l lowed 1n  the  Eng l ish  Schoo l .

She l ley ,  Tennyson - -  and,  fo r  heavens '  sake,  Mi l ton !  - -  most

o f  D ickens ,  Thackery ,  Tro l lope .  the  l i s t  con t inued.

Bradley (with his footnote "How many chi ldren had Lady Mac-

beth?r r )  was  the  Aunt  Sa1 ly  o f  Shakespeare  c r i t i c ism.  As  a

powerful strategy for giving more t ime and concentrat ion

to certain areas and thus faci l i tat lng a revolut ion in con-

sc iousness ,  the  purge was jus t i f ied .  But  fo r  our  young minds ,

the combination of belng let-off  an immense amount of reading

wi th  express ing  lo f ty  d isda in  fo r  the  neg lec ted  au thors ,

was too much. Hovrever, those who outgrew this dogmatic excl-u-

sivism were able subsequently to get more out of the neglected

authors than i f  they had encountered them as the cl-assics

of an EstabLishment. I  wel l  remenber my dear fr iend Hilary

Steuert,  who $ras responsible for my reading EngIish under

Leavis, saying to me on one of our many walks: "You know,

I rve  been read ing  Brad ley  (a  s l igh t  lower ing  o f  the  vo ice

for  th is  te r r ib le  confess ion) ,  and he 's  damned good! "

Leavis r,ras one of those very rare "men who opened my

eyes". There has been one other such teacher in my l i fe:

the Canadian Jesuit Bernard Lonergan. I  have long felt  that

there must be a profound connection between these two crucial

inf luences. Apart from the fact that Leavis, towards the

end o f  h is  l i fe ,  was  becoming increas lng ly  en thus ias t ic  about

Michae l  Po lany i - ,  whose thought  i s  very  c lose  to  Lonerganrs ,

I  suggest  the  fo l low ing .  One o f  Lonerganrs  most  t rans format ive

ideas was, that there are other conversions besides the rel i-
g ious .  There  is  an  in te l lec tua l  convers ion ,  wh ich  he  descr ibed

a s  f o l l o w s :  " T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  o n e t s  o w n  r a t i o n a L s e l f -

consc iousness  is  no t  an  end in  j . t se l f  bu t  ra ther  a  beg inn ing ,
for unless one breaks the duali ty in one's knowi.ng, one doubts

that understanding correctly is knowing. Under the pressure

of that doubt, either one wil l  sj .nk into the bog of a knowing
tha t  i s  w i thout  unders tand ing ,  o r  e lse  one w i l l  c l ing  to
understanding but sacri f ice knowing on the altar of an im-
manentism, an ideal ism, a relat ivism. From the horns of that
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d i l emma one  escapes  on l y  t h rough  t he  d i scove ry  ( and  one  has

n o t  m a d e  i t  y e t  i f  o n e  h a s  n o  c l e a r  m e m o r y  o f  i t s  s t a r t l i n g

s t rangeness )  t ha t  t he re  a re  two  qu i t e  d i f f e ren t  r ea l i sms ,

t ha t  t he re  i s  an  i ncohe ren t  r ea l i sm ,  haL f  an ima l  and  ha f f

h r r m : n  f h : f  n n q p q  -  L ^ 1 '  " ^ "  h ^ u s e  b e t w e e n  m a t e r i a l i s mY v J e J  d 5  d  r r d l ! - w a Y

a n d  i d e a l i s m  a n d ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n t e l f i -

gen t  and  reasonab le  r ea l i sm  be tween  wh i ch  and  ma te r i a l i sm

t h e  h a f f - w a y  h o u s e  i s  i d e a I i s m . " 6  T h e n  t h e r e  i s  m o r a l  c o n v e r -

s i o n ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  d r a w n  t o  a  g o o d  t h a t  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  t h e

advantageous.  Now some of  us whom Lonergan has taught and

changed  have  become  conv inced  and  Lone rgan  has  s t r ong f y

ag reed  - -  t ha t  t he re  i s  s t j - 11  ano the r  conve rs i on :  o f  f ee l i ng

p e r h a p s ,  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  o f  p s y c h e ,  o f  o u r  m y t h i c  o r  s y m b o l -

r z i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  T o  s u c h  a  c o n v e r s i o n ,  s u r e l y  L e a v i s

was  po in t i ng :  and  he  was  a l one  i n  t h i s .  To  hea r  Shakespea re

o r  Yea t s  o r  E I i o t  j - n  t he  ' consc ious '  way  t ha t  he  demanded

i s  t o  b e  r e b o r n .  T h e  o l d ,  t h e  c u s t o m a r y ,  H e i d e g g e r ' s  ' e l t i ' q -

l - i c h k e i t ' ,  d i e s  i n  o n e ,  a n d  n e w  l i f e  s p r l n g s  u p  i n  1 t s  p J - a c e .

God  knows  we  need  t h i s  conve rs i on  t oday ,  when  a  murde rous

d e f e n s e  p o l i c y  i s  i n s i n u a t i n g  i t s e l f  t h r o u g h  a  s y s t e m a t i c

m u r d e r  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  i n  p h r a s e s  s u c h  a s  " a c c e p t a b l e  I o s s e s " ,

" q r r r o i e a l  s t r i k e s r r  r f r : f r i n i d e r  / f n 1  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  o f  t w o- u l Y f e q  f ^ L J  
,

w a r h e a d s  c a u s i n g  b o u n d l e s s  d e v a s t a t i o n ) .  T h e  s p i r i t  o f  F .

R .  Leav i s  i s  no t  absen t  f r om  E .  P .  Thompson ' s  adm i rab le  open ing

e h a n f e r  o f  P r o t e s t  a n d  S u r v i v e .

I  canno t  doub t  t he  pa r t  p l ayed  by  Leav i s  l n  wha teve r

I i f e - r e n e w a l  I  m a y  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  o r  i n  m y  h o p e  o f  a n

u l t ima te  sa f va t i on  f o r  humank ind .

NOTES

I  T h c  n r e s c n f  c q s a v  i .  s  t o  h e  i  n c l u d e d  i n  a  v o l u m e  a b o u t
L e a v i s  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 8 3  b y  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .

2 S e l e c t e d  E s s a s  ( H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  &  W o r l d ,  I n c .  ) ,  p . 2 7 5 .

(London :  Cha t t o  and

aBu rn t  No r t on  I I I

sEas t  Coke r  V .

h t :  A  S t u d v  o f Human  Unde rs tand i
m a n s ,  c r e e n  a n d  C o . ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  x x v i i i

( London :  Long -
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ON LEARNING FROM AN ERROR

Th is  s t udy  o f  papa l  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  i s  i n t ended  by  i t s

ed i t o r ,  Te r r y  Tek ippe ,  t o  be  ' r a  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k i nd r "  name ly ,

"a  f u l l - s ca le  e f f o r t  t o  imp lemen t  Lone rgan rs  me thod . "  I t

is  d iv ided into e ight  chapters,  each devoted to one of  the

func t i ona l  spec ia l t i e s .  The  chap te r s  a re  o f  uneven  l eng ths ,

ranging f ron s ix pages (Research) to one hundred-and-ten

pages (  Interpretat ion) .  There are seven authors.  The work

i s  pub l i shed  by  Un i ve rs i t y  P ress  o f  Amer i ca .

Regretably th is wel l - - intent ioned and j -n many r , rays di l igent

s tudy  i s  se r i ous l y  and ,  I  be l i eve ,  f a t a l l y  f l awed  by  a  r ad i ca l

m i sunde rs tand ing  o f  Lone rgan ' s  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t heo log i ca l

me thod .  Tek ippe  w r i t es  i n  t he  I n t r oduc t i on ,  " f n  a  sense ,

l r ha t  t he  p resen t  e f f o r t  does  i s  a lmos t  t o  cons t ruc t  a  ' r ec i pe

book ' . "  He  adds ,  o f  cou rse ,  t ha t  t he  ru l es  wh i ch  wou ld  app l y

Lone rgan t s  t tme thodo log i ca l  p r i nc i p l es "  " a re  no t  t o  be  f o l l owed

b l i nd l y ,  bu t  c rea t i ve l y ,  as  Lone rgan  wa rns  abou t  h i s  own

p r i nc i p l es . "  Bu t  t he  power  o f  t he  ' r ec i pe '  ana logy ,  a l t hough

never expl ic i t ly  referred to again,  remains obvious in the

ent i re structure of  the study and in some speci f ic  chapters.

SureJ-y what Lonergan is concerned wi th is  not  recipes but

the mind which makes recipes and also does theology.  And

wha t  he  i nv i t es  us  t o  i s  t o  t ake  re fLec t i ve  and  ac t i ve  pos -

session of  our minds and not  to impJ_ement h ls own recipe
(as i f  he had one )  or  anyone else ,  s .  This misunderstanding

leads  t o  a  p reoccupa t i on  w i t h  Lone rgan rs  a r t i cu l a t i on  o f

method rather than wi th the dynamics of  the issue i tsel f .

I t  a lso leads to the Logical ,  but  unwarranted conclusion that

"Lonergants theological  method,t  has never been t r ied before.

I f  i t  i s  a  r ec i pe  f o r  an  e i gh t  cou rse  mea l ,  t ha t  i s  no  doub t

t rue.  I f  i t  is  the subject iv i ty  operat ive in theology,  then

what Lonergan wr i tes about has been done over and over aqain

2 2 3
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wheneve r  good  t heo logy  has  been  done .  He  s imp l y  bu t  e l egan t l y

b r i ngs  t heo logy  t o  f u l l e r  r e f l ec t i ve  consc . i ousness  and  t he re -

f o re  he lps  i n  t he  d i s t i ngu i sh ing  o f  good  t heo logy  f r om bad

and  i n  t he  s tud ied  encou ragemen t  o f  t he  f o rmer .  Bu t  t ak i ng

t h e  u n t r i e d  r e c i p e  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  e d i t o r  w r i t e s ,  " T h i s  b o o k

a t t emp ts  t o  mee t  t ha t  need  I f o r  ac tua f  examp les  o f  t he  me thod

in  ope ra t i on l  by  p rov i d i ng  a t  l eas t  one  examp le  o f  t he  me thod ,

a s  a p p l i e d  t o  a  c o n c r e t e  p r o b l e m .  "  T h i s  m i s u n d e r s t a  n d i n g

i s  q u i t e  r e g r e t a b l e  s i n c e  i t  p l a c e d  i m p o s s i b l e  d e m a n d s  o n

the  au tho rs .

The re  i s  no  spec j - f i c  Lone rgan ian  Me thod  i - n  Theo logy .

Ra the r ,  t he re  i s  s imp l y  me thod  i n  t heo loqy '  and  Lone rgan

m a k e s  s p e c i f i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  i t .  I  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  p o i n t

t o  b e  e s s e n t i a l .  T h e r e  i s  i n  f a c t  a  v e r y  c l e a r  a n a l o g y  a n d

i t  i s  i n  t e rms  o f  sc i en t i f i c  me thod .  The re  i s  a  na tu ra l  se -

q u e n c e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  I e a d s  o n e  f r o m  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f

d a t a  t o  t h e  f o r m i n g  o f  h y p o t h e s e s  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  v e r i f i c a -

t i o n .  I n d i v i d u a l  s c i e n t i s t s  m a k e  s p e c i f i c  c o n t r i b u t j - o n s

in  f o rmu la t i ng  and  c l a r i f y i ng  t he  s tages  o f  t he  m . i nd ' s  na tu ra l

s e q u e n c e ;  b u t  t h e  m e t h o d  c a n r t  p r o p e r l y  b e  c a I I e d  b y  t h e

name  o f  t he  c l a r j - f i e r .  The  sane  i s  t r ue  o f  Lone rgd l l ' s  con t r i bu -

t i on  t o  me thod  i n  t heo logy .  He  i s  su re l y  add ing  new  d imens ions

o f  unde rs tand ing  and  i n  many  i ns tances  impo r tan t  conc re te

sugges t i ons ,  bu t  a t  base  he  i s  f o rmu la t i ng  t he  na tu ra l -  sequence

o f  ques t rons  t ha t  l ead  one ,  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  r e l i g i ous  ques t i ons ,

f r om da ta  t o  j - n t e rp re ta t i on  t o  h l s t o r y  t o  d i a l ec t i c s  t o  f ounda -

t i o n s  t o  d o c t r i n e s  t o  s y s t e m a t i c s  t o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  H e  m i g h t

have  been  t he  f i r s t  t o  f o rmu la te  t he  s tages  so  p rec i se l y ,

b u t  h e  i s  b a s i c a l l y  n a m i n g  a  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  o p e r a t i v e

i n  mos t  i ns tances  w i t h  cons ide rabLe  soph i s t i ca t i on  f o r  a

ve ry  l ong  t ime .  Lone rgan  i s  app rec ia t i ve  o f  pas t  t heo log i ca l

e x c e l l e n c c  a n d  v e t  m a k e q  a  o e n u i n e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  f i e l d

b y  u n p a c k i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  ( a n d  h e n c e  o b j e c t i v i t y )  o f

t hose  do ing  t heo logy .

The  m isunde rs tand ing  o f  Lone rgan ' s  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t heo -

I o g i c a l  m e t h o d  I e a d s  t o  a  c o n c o m i t a n t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f

t h e o l o g i c a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  R a t h e r  t h a n  r e l y i n g  o n  a l r e a d y

ex tan t  i n t e rp re t i ve  and  h i s t o r i ca l  s t ud ies  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y

a n d  e n g a g i n g  i n  a  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  t h e  a u t h o r s

d i d  t h e i r  o w n  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  B i b l i c a I ,  P a t r i s t i c ,  M e d i e v a I ,

Re fo rma t l on r  dnd  Mode rn  pe r i ods ,  and  t h j - s  even  when  t hey

r r ' / e re  no t  t hemse l ves  necessa r i l v  h i s t o r i ans  o r  scho la r s  o f



BOOK REVIEW 2 2 5

those part icular periods. They often correctly rely on othersr

studies, but one doesnrt have the confidence that one is

in contact with the best sources of scholarship.

Func t iona l  spec ia l i za t ion ,  in  Lonerganrs  sense,  does
not necessari ly involve personally working with others on
the same specif ic project, though surely that is desirable
when possible. Primari ly i t  is recognizing the unique contr ibu-
t ion of specif ic experts and precisely not having to redo
the i r  work .  I t  i s  do lng  one 's  ovrn  spec ia l i za t ion  we l l ,  acknow-
ledging and appreciat ing that others are engaged in complemen-
tary facets of the same theological and hunan enterprise.
The false understanding that Lonergants "specif ic methodtl
had not been tr ied, led the authors to the mistaken conclusion
that they had to do everythj.ng over again, even i f  in sone
instances i-n summary fashion. These comments should not be
taken to imply that some of the studies, as wiII  be seen
later, are not substantial contr ibutions to scholarship.
Rather, i t  is to again question the authors' understandinq
of Lonergan's views on theological col laboration.

The chapter on Research, by Sean Freyne, is notmeant
to  be  c r i t i ca l .  I t  s imp ly  l i s ts  w i th  a  b r ie f  exp lanat ion
the research decision taken by the authors of the chapters
on Interpretat ion and Hi.story. In Interpretat ion the fol lowing
wil l  be treated: various books on the New Testament, Irenaeus,
Cypr ian ,  August ine ,  Agu inas ,  Wi l l iam o f  Ockhan,  Lu ther ,  Be l la r -
mine ,  Febron ius ,  Vat ican  I ,  Va t ican  I I ,  Hans  K i ing .  In  H is to ry :
The B ib l i ca l  per iod ;  The pa t r i s t i c  per iod  (1OO-O5O) ;  the  Med i -
eva l  per iod :  In te rvent ions  and C la ims o f  the  popes (G5O-1100) ,
Canon ica l  Formul -a t ion  (1100-1250) ,  Theo log ica l  Deve lopment
( 1 2 5 0 - 1 5 0 0 ) i  ? h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  p e r i o d  ( 1 5 0 0 - 1 8 0 0 ) :  R e f o r m a t i o n
and Counter-reformation ( 1 500-1 600 ) ,  Later Movements ( 1 600-
1800) t  The Modern  per iod :  Catho l i c ism conf ron ts  L ibera l i sm:
The Sy11abus, The Controversy concerning theological nethod,
A Dying Gall icanism and a Triurnphal Ultramontanism, Taking
the measure of Pi-us IX, Vatican I to Vatican II .  One would
I i ke  to  see the  jus t i f i ca t ion  fo r  no t  inc lud ing  the  v iews
of Eastern Orthodoxy on the truth of tradlt ion and on the
passing on of the tradit ion. A fu1l treatment of the question
of infalJ. ibiJ. i ty today must take the alternative views of
Eastern tradit ions into account. Needless to say, the authors
wi l l  r igh t ly  p lead tha t  they  can ' t  do  every th ing .  That  i s
certainry true. But one is not asking for original research
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on  Or thodoxy  - -  t ha t  wou ld  be  t o  deny  f unc t i ona l  spec ia l i za -

t i on  - -  bu t  on l y  a l t a reness  o f  t ha t  r esea rch  and  t he  i nc l us i on

o f  an  eva lua t i on  o f  i t s  s i ' gn i f i cance  i n  D ia l ec t i c ,  Founda -

t i ons ,  and  Doc t r i nes .  One  o f  t he  spec i f i c  sugges t i ons  t ha t

Lone rgan  does  make  j . s  t ha t  d i a l ec t i c s  shou ld  be  done  t ' i n

an  ecumen i ca l  sp i r i t . "  No t  t o  l nc l ude  t he  da ta  on  Eas te rn

Or thodoxy  i s  t o  pe r f o rm  a  t heo log i ca l  expe r imen t  w i t hou t

a I l  t he  r e fevan t  da ta .  The  resu l t s  a re  bound  t o  be  askew '

I  t r u s t  m y  p o l n t  i s  c 1 e a r .  I t  i s  n o t  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f

t he  da ta  t ha t  a re  i nc l uded  i n  r esea rch ,  i n t e rp re ta t i on ,  and

h i s to r y ;  i t  i s  a  c r l t i c j - sm  tha t  o the r  da ta  essen t j ' a l  t o  a

con tempora ry  ecumen i ca l  d i a l ec t i c s  we re  no t .  Th j ' s  po in t  i s

i r npo r t an t  because ,  whe reas  Lone rgan ' s  con t r i bu t i on  t o  r esea rch ,

rn te rp re ta t j , on ,  and  h l s t o r y  i s  bas i ca l l y  t he  a r t i cu l a t i on

o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  t h o s e  s p e c i a l t i e s '  h i s  c o n t r i -

b u t i o n  t o  d i a L e c t i c s  i s  m o r e  s u b s t a n t i a l .  A n d  i t  i s  h e r e

i n  pa r t i cu l a r  t ha t  I  f i nd  much  t oo  na r row  a  base  i n  t he  wo rk

u n d e r  c o n s l d e r a t i o n .  I  r e a l i z e  I  a m  c a l l i n g  f o r  a n  e n t j ' r e

b o o k  o n  t h e  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  t h a t

j - s  necessa ry  - -  no th i ng  l ess  wou ld  do  i us t i ce  t o  t he  ques t i on '

The  au tho r  o f  t he  D ia fec t i c  chap te r  acknow ledges  as  much ,

r  be l i eve ,  when  he  speaks  o f  t he  ques t i on  o f  " t he  sa l v i f i - c

impac t  o f  t r u t h ,  Chu rch  au tho r i t y ,  t he  s t r uc tu re  o f  t he  be -

I i e v i n g  c o m n u n i t y ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  P e t e r ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a p o s -

t o l i c  s u c c e s s i o n "  a s  " i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d "  t o  t h e  t o p i c  o f

i n f a l L i b i l i t y  a n d  t h e n  d o e s n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h e m  w i t h  a n y  f u l l n e s s .

A  p a r t i a l  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  i s  i n a d e q u a t e

today .  A  consequence  o f  t h i s  l ack  i s  t ha t  t he  l a t e r  spec ia l -

t i e s  mus t  bu i l - d  on  an  i nadequa te  base .  Fo r  a  good  sc i en t i f i c

o r  scho la r l y  expe r imen t  one  mus t  dea l -  w i t h  a l l  t he  r e l evan t

da ta ,  t he  bes t  hypo theses  and  unde r take  t he  mos t  t ho rough

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  W i t h  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t ,  o n e  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  a  g o o d

expe r imen t .  And  t he  same  ho lds  t r ue  f o r  t heo logy .

Be fo re  mov rng  t o  a  mo re  de ta i l ed  ana l ys i s  o f  t he  chap te r

on  D ia l ec t i c ,  l e t  me  s i ng le  ou t  f o r  spec ia t  men t i on  t he  nuanced

s tudy  o f  t he  t ex t s  o f  Va t i can  I  and  Va t i can  I I  by  S tephen

Du f f y  and  h i s  t r ea tmen t  o f  t he  chang ing  t heo log i ca l  con tex t s

i n  t he  n i ne teen th  and  twen t i e t h  cen tu r i es .  They  a re  i n f o rma t i ve

a n d  j u d i c i o u s .

r  have  t h ree  me thodo log i ca l  r e f l ec t i ons  on  t he  chap te r

on  D ia l ec t i c  by  Te r r y  Tek ippe .  The  f i r s t  i s  t ha t '  whe reas

Lone rgan  i n  Me thod  i n  Theo loqv  f ocuses  on  t he  p resence  o r
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absence of  inte l lectual ,  moral  and re l ig ious conversion'

af ter  Method in Theoloqv he also includes psychic or  af fect ive

conversion.  I  th i .nk that  addi t ion is  part icular ly  important

f o r  a  sub jec t  l i ke  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  s l nce  i t  i n vo l ves ,  i n  s i gn i f l -

cant  fashion,  the quest ion of  author j . ty  which is  an af fect-

laden matter  wi th deep psychic roots.  I  th ink that  psychic

d imens ion  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  i s  a l so  impo r tan t  i n  t he  I i gh t

of  Lonergan's specj . f ic  suggest ion wi th regard to Lhe two

most recent  exampJ.es of  a solemn def in i t ion by a Pope: the

Imnaculate Concept ion and the Assumpt ion.  " .  I  rn ight

suggest  that  human psychology and speci f ical ly  the ref inement

of  human feel ings is  the area to be explored in coni .ng to

understand the development of  Mar ian doctr inerr  (Method in

Theo loqv ,  p .  3201 .  No t  t o  cons ide r  t he  psych i c  d imens ions

of  papal  infa l l ib i l i ty  and of  the two latest  examples of

i t  i s  t o  om i . t  an  essen t i a l  e l emen t  o f  t he  sub jec t i v i t y  wh i ch

should be involved in the t reatment of  th is quest ion.  I  would

suggest ,  then,  that  the chapter on Dialect ic  ignores some

of the most recent  developments in Lonerganrs thought on

the  sub jec t .

Ano the r  po in t  on  d i a l ec t i c s  r ega rds  t he  check  l i s t  t ha t

i s  made  o f  t heo log ians '  conve rs i ons :  r e l i g i ous ,  mo ra I ,  and

in te l l ec tua l .  Aqu inas  i s  i n t e I l ec tua l l y ,  mo ra11y ,  and  re l i -

g iously converted.  Luther i -s  re l ig iously converted but  ques-

t i onab l y  mo ra l l y  and  i n t e l l ec tua l l y  conve r t ed .  No  j udgmen t

i s  nade  on  K i i ng ' s  r e l i g i ous  conve rs i on .  " Judg ing  t he  Ch r i s t i an

conve rs i on  o f  a  l i v i ng  au tho r  seems  excess i ve l y  a r rogan t ,

wha teve r  Lone rgan ' s  me thod  ca I I s  f o r .  Hans  K i i ng  c l a ims  t o

be  bo th  a  Ch r i s t i an  and  a  Ca tho l i c ,  and  i t  i s  pe rhaps  be t t e r

t o  t ake  h im  a t  h i s  wo rd ,  un less  exp l i c i t  ev i dence  t o  t he

contrary can be produced."  Ki ing 's moral  and inte l lectual

conve rs i ons  a re  ca l l ed  i n t o  ques t i on ,  howeve r .  Va t i can  I

and Vat ican I I  have al I  three conversions,  a l though " the

not ion of  conversion can be appl ied to a counci l  only j .n

an accommodated sense. t t  The author admits that  he does not

supply suf f ic ient  data for  those judgnents and is  gui te unsure

that  a judgment on a person's character  need be made on the

bas i s  o f  h i - s  pos i t i on  on  i n f a l l i b i l i t y .  He  i s  co r rec t .  Tek ippe

points out  that  Lonergan himsel- f  has never in pr int  guest ioned

the re l j -g ious or  moral  conversion of  anyone. But  Tekippe

wonders,  "what good is a method which no one wi l l  dare ro

use? Our forefathers of the Reformation and Counter-reforrnat ion,
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i t  i s  t r ue ,  we re  l ess  l oa th  t o  b rand  t he i r  opponen ts  as  t o ta l l y

l a c k i n g  i n  a l - I  m o r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  q u a l i t i e s .  B u t  o n e  m a y

doub t  whe the r  such  cando r  r ea l l y  he lped  t o  so l ve  any  human

p r o b l e m s . "  W o u l d  t h a t  T e k i p p e  h a d  a c t e d  o n  h i s  o w n  w i s e  i n t u i -

t l o n .

To  j udge  t ha t  a  s t a temen t  does  no t  i nd l ca te  an  au tho r ' s

re f l ec t i ve  a r ra reness  o f  t he  l eve l s  o f  consc iousness  i s  one

t h i n 9 .  E v e n  L o  ' l u d g e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  h a b i t u a l l y  I a c k s  t h a t

r e f f e c t i v e  a w a r e n e s s  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  s a m e  t y p e .  B u t  t o

i r r d o e  f h a f  a n  i  n d i  r r i d r r e l  n c r q o n a l  I  v  - : e f e r s
,  d r r u  r r a u r L u a r r y  P r

s a t i s f a c t i o n s  t o  v a l u e s  o r  i s  i g n o r a n t  o f  o r  d e n r e s  t h e  U f t i -

m a t e  i s  q u i t e  a n o t h e r .  I t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  a I I

t h a t  c a n  a c t u a l l y  b e  a f f i r m e d ,  t o  j u d g e  t h a t  a  s t a t e m e n t

o r  a n  a c t  i s  I a c k i n g  o r  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  I a c k i n g  m o r a l  o r  r e l i -

g i o u s  v a l u e ,  p r e s c i n d i n g  f r o m  a  j u d g m e n t  o f  c h a r a c t e r .

My  t h i r d  po in t  i s  t ha t  wha t  one  has  i n  t he  chap te r  on

D i a l e c t j - c  i s  n o t  B e r n a r d  L o n e r g a n ' s  d l a l e c t i c s  o f  i n f a l - I i -

h i  I  i f w  h r r f  T c k i n n e ' s .  T h a L  i s  a s  i L  s h o u l - d  b e ,  b u t  t h a t  s h o u l d

b e  m a d e  m o r e  a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  a u t h o r

wou ld  have  done  we f l  t o  make  h i s  own  va lues  more  exp l i c i t .

H e  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  p a p a l  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  i s  t h e  i n t e l l e c -

f r r : l  I  r r  e n n v e r f e d  r ^ ^  r  r  :  ̂ ^  ^ - r  t i n d s  t h a t  a l - ]  t h o s e  w h oL u o r r  f  P U r f  L  '  v ' r  ,

h o l d  t o  p a p a l  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  a r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c o n v e r t e d .

H e  j - s  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  g r e a t  v a l u e  o f  w h a t  h e  c a l l s  " i n s t i t u -

t i ona l  v i r t ue :  r espec t  f o r  t he  con tempo ra ry  chu rch  and  i t s

r  ^ - i ^ - ^ L i ^  i ^ ^ i  I  i  f \ , .  n h e r i i c n e e _ r r  A n d  t h O S e  w h O  h a v e  t h e s er v d u E r  r r l f ! J  I  u v e f  r  !  L I  t

va lues  he  cons ide rs  t o  be  mora l l y  conve r t ed l  t hose  who  don ' t

a  r c  o n l  v  o u e s f  i  o n a h l  v  s o -  R r r f  h e  n e v c r  o r o n n d s  f h e  a s s e f t i O no  r  E  v r r !  ]  Y u s r  L  t v r r q v !  I  r v .

t ha t  mo ra l  conve rs i on  demands  t he  accep tance  o f  papa l  i n f a l J - i -

b i l i t y .  W h y  m i g h L  n o t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n v e r s i o n  g r o u n d  t h e

- - ^ - ^ 1 "  t h a t  t h e  f o r m a l -  c r i t e r i o n  o f  d e f i n i t i o nu p [ J u -  a  L e  r  t  t a r " c  t  J  t

by  t he  Pope  does  no t  i n  i t se l f  i nd j - ca te  t ha t  a  s t a temen t

i  s  f n  h e  a e c e n t e d  A q  f r r r e -  O n l  v  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  S t a t e m e n t

o r  t he  ev i dence  t ha t  t he  s ta temen t  i s  he ld  by  t he  I i v i ng

t rad i t i on  can  g round  t ha t .  I f  t he  ev rdence  i s  no t  f o r t hcom ing t

t he  s ta temen t  need  no t  be  cons ide red  t r ue ,  I e t  a l - one  i n f a l l i b l e .

I n  l n y  c a s e ,  I  h o p e  m y  p o i n t  i s  c I e a r .  W h a t  o n e  h a s

he re  i s  d i a l ec t i c s  by  someone  who  accep t s  papa l  j - n f a l l i b i I i t y

and  t he re fo re  i t  i s  no t  su rp r i s i - ng  t ha t  he  f i nds  t hose  who

a l s o  a c c e p t  i t  t o  b e  l n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  m o r a l l y  a n d  r e l i g i o u s l y

conve r t ed .  I t  wou ld  have  been  f asc i na t i ng ,  and  ve ry  he lp fu l t o

t h e  r e a d e r ,  i f  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  c h a p t e r  o n  d i a l e c t i c s ,  b y  s o m e o n e
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who d id  no t  accept  papa l  in fa l l ib i l i t y  bu t  he ld  an  a l te rna t ive

view of truth and authority in the church, had been included.

The chapter on Foundations is part icularly insightful

and part icularly brief not quite thirteen pages. I  found

i t  par t i cu la r ly  ins igh t fu l ,  s ince  I  cons ider  tha t  i t  rea l Iy

does name categories of immense signif icance for Christ ian

I iv ing  and Chr is t ian  theo logy :  the  love  o f  God,  the  f ide l i t y

o f  God,  reve la t ion ,  t ru th  as  sav ing ,  sacramenta l i t y ,  and

authority as service. But an adequate rat ionale for thectroice

of  ca tegor ies  i s  no t  deve loped.  why is  fa i th  as  ac t ive ,

for instance, not included? With regard to the functional

spec ia l t ies  Lonergan has  wr i t ten  tha t  "a  ser ious  cont r ibu t ion

to  one o f  the  e igh t  i s  as  much as  can be  demanded o f  a  s ing le

piece of work." What one has here and what the author,

f  bel ieve, knows he has here -- are some elements for founda-

t ions. They do not represent what Lonergan considers to be

the major contr ibution to be made by work in any of the eight

func t iona l  spec ia l t ies .  "The major  par t  i s  to  p roduce the

type o f  ev idence proper  to  the  spec ia l ty . "  The au thor  does

not  do  tha t ;  nor  does  he  in tend,  in  the  l im i ted  space,  to

do tha t .  Th is  cons t i tu tes  a  ser ious  f law in  the  who le  p ro jec t ;

fo r  the  who le  p ro jec t  res ts  upon these foundat ions . I f  they  are

inadequate ly  d rawn or  inadequate ly  jus t i f ied ,  what  i s  bu i l t

on  them wi l l  be  shakey .

A f inal comment on the chapter on Foundations i .s a para-

dox ica l  one.  As  br ie f  as  th is  chapter  i s ,  I  be l ieve  i t  i s

based on ly  par t ia l l y  on  the  spec i f i c  h is to ry  and d ia lec t i cs

o f  i .n fa l l ib i l i t y  wh ich  precede i t .  I t  i s  based ra ther  on
the  h is to ry  o f  Chr is t ian  unders tand ing  o f  the  love  o f  God,
o f  the  f ide l i t y  o f  God,  o f  reve la t ion ,  o f  t ru th  as  savr .ng ,
o f  sacramenta l i t y ,  and o f  au thor i ty  as  serv ice i  and these
! . re re  no t  the  spec i f i c  sub jec ts  o f  the  pr io r  inves t lga t ions
that make up the f irst four chapters of the book. The chapter
has a much broader base than is expl ici t ly acknowledged.

My point here, then, dif fers from the one I made about
the chapter on Dialect ic. There I thought the data base and
the concl,usion were both too narrow. Here I f ind the concl-u-
sions broad but the data base too sketchi ly presented.

In  the  chapter  on  Doct r ines ,  by  Fag in ,  aga in  the  fo rmula-
t ions are i .nslghtful,  but a contemporary doctr inal treatment
o f  in fa l l ib i l i t y  must  dea l  more  fu l l y  w i th  ecumenica l  p rob lems

re la ted  to  in fa l l ib i l i t y .  Le t  me suggest  a  s ix th  and seventh
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thes i s  t o  f o l l ow  t he  au tho r ' s  own  wh i ch  wou l -d  be  conce rned

w i t h  p o s s i b l e  a b u s e s  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y .  I  b e f i e v e  t h e s e  a r e

imp l i ed  j - n  t he  au tho r ' s  f i r s t  f i ve  t heses  bu t  t ha t  t hey  need

t o  b e  m a d e  e x p l i c i t .

The  s i x t h :  " I n  so  f a r  as  t he  Pope  does  no t  r e f l ec t  and

exp ress  t he  f a i t h  and  consensus  o f  t he  be l i ev i ng  chu rch  i n

h i s  so l emn  de f i n i t i ons ,  o r  i n  so  f a r  as  h i s  so l - emn  de f i . n j - t i ons

a re  no t  con f i rmed  by  t he  f a i t h  o f  t he  commun i t y ,  t hey  a re

n o t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n f a l l i b l e ; "  a n d  t h e  s e v e n t h :  " I n  s o

fa r  as  t he  Pope  wou ld  make  a  so lemn  de f i n i t i on  t ha t  d i d  no t

c o n c e r n  a  t r u t h  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i s

n o t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n f a l l i b 1 e . "

These  two  t heses  wou l -d  seem to  exp ress  t he  au tho r ' s

i ,mp l i ed  v j - ew  on  t he  ma t t e r .  I f  t hey  do  exp ress  h i s  v i ew ,

t h e n  a  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  a s k e d .  I s  b e l i e f  i n  p a p a l

i n f a l l i b i l i t y  a  t r u t h  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s a l v a t i o n ?  I f  i t  i s  n o t ,

t h e n  i t  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  f a I l  u n d e r  t h e  g i f t

o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  c h u r c h .

T h e  c h a p t e r  o n  S y s t e m a t i c s  c o n t a i n s  h e l p f u l  r e f l e c t i o n s

o n  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  a s  a n a l o g y  a n d  a s  s a c r a m e n t .  T h e  p o s i t i o n

o n  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  w h i c h  i s  d e f e n d e d ,  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e

a u t h o r ,  R o b e r t  K r e s s ,  t o  b e  a  m o d e r a t e  i n f a l l i b i f i s m .  T h e

a u t h o r ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  i n f a l J - i b i l i t y  s e e m s  t o  n e  t o  b e

a m b i v a l e n t .  W e  r e a d :  " I n f a l l i b i L i t y  i . s  .  .  .  a  p u b l i c  q u a l i t y

o f  t he  f a i t . h  o f  t he  Chu rch  whe reby  i t  sea rches  f o r  eve r  g rea te r

unde rs tand ing  o f  i t s  sav i ng  f a i t h ,  secu re  t ha t  i t  can  neve r

become  s impJ -y  e r roneous ,  and ,  we  m igh t  sdy ,  secu re  t ha t  i t

w i l I  neve r  be  f ess  i n  t he  se rv i ce  o f  t he  t r u th  i t  w i t nesses

and  p roc l a ims  t han  more . "  Bu t  \ r / e  a l so  r ead :  "A l t hough  t he

word  may  no t  be  t he  bes t ,  o t he r  sugges t i ons  have  no t  been

so  ove rwhe lm ing l y  pe rsuas i ve  as  t o  be  i r r es j - s t i b l e .  I t  may

we l -1  have  become  such  a  pa r t  o f  ou r  h i s t o r y  t ha t  i t  canno t

be  s imp l y  d i sm issed .  f n  any  case  t he  bas i c  i n t en t i on  o f  t he

d o c t r i n e  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y ,  i f  n o t  t h e  w o r d  i t s e l f ,  h a s  b e e n

p resen t  i n  t he  Chu rch  f r om the  beg inn ing ,  a t  l eas t  i n  r ega rd

to  t he  Chu rch  as  a  who le ,  i f  no t  t he  papacy .  So ,  s i nce  we

have  t o  exp la i n  t he  t h i ng ,  we  may  as  we l l  con ten t  ou rse l ves

w i t h  t he  wo rd ,  espec ia l l y  s i nce  t he re  i s  ce r t a i n l y  a  su r f e i t

o f  wa rn ings  abou t  i t s  l i r n i . t a t i on .  "

K ress  i s  qu i t e  po lem ica l  1n  h i s  a t t ack  on  K i i ng  and  de f i nes

the problemat ic of  the guest ion too much in Ki ing '  s  terms. f t  se€ms

to  me  t ha t  t hey  do ,  i n  f ac t ,  sha re  common  g round .  Aga in  t he
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dialogue with Orthodoxy is not considered, and very l i t t le

reference is made to the Roman Cathol ic dialogue with the

Reformat ion  Churches .  A lso ,  i t  i s  no t  c lear  how the  ' sys tema-

t i cs '  fo l lows f rom Fag in 's  Doct r ines  and the  gua l i f i ca t ion

he p laces  on  in fa l l ib i l i t y .

The chapter  on  Communica t ions ,  by  Luc i l le  Sar ra t ,  i s

a simple retel l ing of some of the points made earl ier in the

book. I ts audience is said to be adult education or col lege

Ieve1, but i t  is real ly not nuanced enough to meet the questions

that are raised today. And i t  is ecumenical. Iy years behind

the t imes. t tThe Reformation, as we know, brought about much

turmoif in the church. Indeed, the need for reform of the

church  a t  th is  t ime was qu i te  rea l ;  bu t ,  as  o f ten  happens,

some of the reformers went too far. I t  remained for wise and

scholarly men to stem the t ide of extremism. Among theselearned

theo log ians  v ras  a  man named Rober t  Be l la rmine  .  .  . . "

My conc lud ing  re f lec t ions  are  d i rec t .  A  wrong tu rn  was

made in the project by trying to apply "Lonergan's Method"

as  i f  he  had a  d is t inc t i ve  method.  The ques t ion  o f in fa l l ib i l j Jy

i tse l f ,  once i t  h ras  dec ided on ,  shou ld  have been the  focus ,

and Lonergan 's  methodo log ica l  ins igh ts  and those o f  o thers

used in so far as they helped to lead one to a resolut ion

of  the  ques t ion .  The doub le  focus ,  on  the  in fa l l ib i l i t y  ques t ion

and on the implenentation of Lonergan's expl ici t  methodologi-

cal analysis, al lowed too many compromises throughout the

work  as  a  who le ,  desp i te  spec i f i c  pos i t i ve  fea tures ,  to  do

the  sub jec t  o f  in fa l l ib i l i t y  su f f i c ien t  jus t i ce .  In  o ther

words, the control for the book should have been the question

of  in fa l l ib i l i t y  as  i t  s t imu la ted  the  des i re  fo r  t ru th  and

the recognit ion of va1ue. I t  should not have been the implemen-

tat ion of a method. Paradoxical ly, that would have been the

real implementation of method which f bel ieve Lonergan actual ly

ca l l s  fo r  - -  the  re lease o f  ' r the  eros  o f  the  human sp i r i t " .

Anything less smacks of New Method Laundry.

I enti t led this revielr "On Learning from an Error". The

se l f -cor rec t ing  process  o f  Iearn ing  works  bo th  ind iv idua l l y

and communally. I t  was perhaps inevitable that this erroneous

understanding of Lonergan would at sone point be implemented.

Lonergan h imse l f  ca l l s  h is  work  a  mode l ;  so  i t  i s  cer ta in ly

understandable that i t  would be taken by some to be such.

But  he  ins is ts  tha t  he  is  no t  on ly  o f fe r ing  mode ls .  He hopes
his | treaders wiII  f ind more than mere models in what I  shal l

231
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s a y . "  T h a t  t n o r e '  i s  " t h e  d y n a m i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  I t h e  r e a d e r t s ]

own  cogn i t i ona l  and  mora l  be ing . "  Tha t  i s  t he  rea l  " f r amework

fo r  c rea t i v i t y " .  The  ed i t o r ,  i n  t he  Ep i l ogue ,  exp resses  t he

fea r  t ha t  Lone rgan ' s  wo rk  m igh t  be  reduced  t o  a  p r j " va te  t he r -

apy .  Bu t  t he re  i s  no  dange r  o f  t ha t  i f  t he  dynam ic  s t r uc tu re

o f  o u r  k n o w i n g  a n d  d o i n g  i s  r e a l l y  a f f i r m e d ;  f o r  t h a t  d y n a m i c

s t r u c t u r e  i s  p r e c i s e l y  i n t e n t i o n a l .  I t  m i g h t  b e  p r i v a t e ,

b u t  " i t  i s  n o t  s o  p r i v a t e  a s  t o  b e  s o l i t a r y r "  a n d  e f f e c t i v e

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  h a s  p r o c e e d e d ,  a n d  w i I I  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o c e e d ,

f r o m  t h i s  b a s e .

T h e  e d i t o r  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  P a p a l  I n f a I I i b i I i t v  w i l l

have  done  a  r ea l  se r v i ce  j . f ,  i n  add i t i on  t o  p rov i d i ng  usw i t h i n -

s i gh t s  j . n  t he i r  s t udy ,  t hey  have  he lped  o the rs  t o  r ea l i ze

tha t  t he i r  s  i s  no t  t he  way  t o  90  i n  unde rs tand ing  Lone rgan ' s

con t r i bu t i on  t o  t heo fog i ca l  me thod .

Vernon Gregson

Loyo la  Un ivers i ty ,  Ner { t  Or leans




